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Former Langholm man will deliver Langholm’s action plan

GARDENING
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Scottish Dollars
and Dutch Doits

Full story: Page 8

Slightest hint 
of Autumn

IT’S beginning to feel a little
bit autumnal but the garden is
really starting to sizzle with
some late summer colour.

Full story: Page 12

Polaris is a star

THE senior trail in blustery
winds at Middlemoss last Sat-
urday produced a narrow win
for Newcastleton hound 
Polaris.

Full story: Page 16

Nicol’s enterprising
role to regenerate town
THE organisation driving
Langholm’s regeneration has
appointed the manager who
will implement its community
action plan.
Nicol Nicolson, who grew up

in the town and currently works
as a journalist for ITN News in
London, will join the Langholm
Alliance as its community en-
terprise manager in October.
An award of £60,000 was given

to the alliance by South of Scot-
land Enterprise and Dumfries
and Galloway Council to employ
a manager to develop the plan.
The plan brings together eight

key priorities: infrastructure and
energy; business and economic
development; tourism; sports,
leisure and outdoor activities;
arts and culture; heritage; health
and social care; and children
and young people.
Nicol’s remit is to support im-

plementation of the plan; progress
key projects; develop an events
programme; and develop regen-
eration activity.
Nicol said: “I’m delighted and

honoured to have been offered
this opportunity by the Langholm
Alliance.
“Delivering on the plan is no

mean feat but I’m fully com-
mitted to helping make Langholm
and Eskdale the best possible
place to live and work in and
visit by 2030.
“Few areas can match our ex-

isting assets and unflappable
community spirit and I look for-
ward to working with and for
everyone to realise our full 
potential.

“First and foremost, I want
everyone in and around
Langholm to feel invested in
this hugely exciting plan and I
hope you’ll share all your hopes,
ideas and concerns with me
along the way.” 
Denis Male, alliance chairman,

said he was delighted they had
finally been able to complete
the interview process for the
post and appoint Nicol.
The role had been on hold be-

cause of COVID-19 since
March.
During that time, the alliance

and its advisers have held
monthly conference call meet-
ings to keep the process moving
and are currently getting the
High Street premises ready for
a start date of October 1 and
advancing what parts of the
plan they could.
An assistant’s post will be cre-

ated to support the manager and
this is being funded by Ewe
Hill 16 windfarm and the 
Stevenson Trust. It will be ad-
vertised shortly.
When the coronavirus allows,

Nicol will be joined in the offices
by Peter Renwick of SURF
(Scotland’s Urban Regeneration
Forum) who has worked with
the alliance on its tourism and
other projects for two years.
Through his work a £3,000

marketing grant has been given
to the alliance by the Scottish
Towns Partnership and Dumfries
and Galloway Council.

Strategy
It is hoped businesses in

Langholm will take part in the
marketing strategy to attract
customers from outwith the
community.
Denis said: “For three and a

half years a lot of hard work by
a lot of people has gone into
getting the community action
plan ready.
“We must not forget the ex-

cellent support of Paul Nellis
of the  Scottish Community De-
velopment Council who helped
to develop and covered the cost
of the plan.”
John Galloway, who chairs

the alliance’s tourism sub-group
and is chairman of Langholm,
Ewes and Westerkirk community
council, said: "Nicol’s appoint-
ment will now allow us to start
delivering many of the actions
listed in the community action
plan which was launched last
year.

Talents
“I'm sure that many of the tal-

ents held by Nicol will allow
us to get this off to a good start
and we wish him all the best."
David Stevenson, chairman of

the Stevenson Trust, said: “It’s
good to see someone now re-
turning to Langholm having
forged a successful career in
the media, both in the UK and
abroad.
“This experience will enable

Nicol to lead the regeneration
of Langholm as a place to live,
work and visit.
“We wish him well and look

forward to working with him
in bringing our own trust’s pro-
jects to fruition”
Billy Young, vice-chairman

of the alliance and chairman of
the heritage sub-committee, said:
"I'm delighted to welcome Nicol
into the Langholm Alliance.
"With his passion for the town

and his expertise in so many
different fields, I'm sure he will
become a key player in achiev-
ing our goal to make Langholm
"an even better place . . . to
live, work and visit"."

> Turn to Page 2

WELL-KNOWN DESIGNER WILL CREATE JOBS AND ESTABLISH NEW BRAND: PAGE 5

ONE of the features of
lockdown for me has been an 
unavoidable increase in time
for gardening, completing 
unfinished repairs and, latterly,
for clearing the attic.

Mill’s bright future

Nicol Nicolson is looking forward to returning home to Langholm
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Networking is key to its success
> From Page 1

Katherine Latimer, who chairs
Langholm Regeneration Group,
added: “We’re delighted at Nicol’s
appointment. We look forward to
working with him and are sure
his enthusiasm and diligence will
ensure the community action plan
is done well.”
Margaret Pool chairs the

Langholm Initiative and runs 
Welcome to Langholm.
The Initiative is part of the 

alliance and both she and Kevin
Cumming are on the tourism sub-
group. Campbell Scott, a board
member, is also on the alliance.
She said: “Nicol has held a cou-

ple of photography exhibitions in
Welcome to Langholm. I don’t 

know him very well so I look
forward to getting to know him
better once he settles in.”
Councillor Ronnie Tait, Annan-

dale East and Eskdale, said his
priority was networking.

Network
He added: “The main thing for

me is that he needs to network
better than has happened in the
past with all the organisations at
length.
“The fact he will be in an office

on the High Street will help. People
can see it and go in.
“That’s the main thing; he has

to talk to every section in the
town which is going to help with
regeneration. Time will tell.”

Josh graduates
Studies put to good work in lockdown

The community action plan will breathe new life into Langholm under 
community enterprise manager Nicol Nicolson

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

All Services
CANCELLED

until further notice

Thanks for Sympathy

JOSH Calvert has graduated from Heriot Watt
University with an honours degree in fashion 
communications.
He has been busy putting his skills to use in the

video and sound editing of many of the videos featured
in the run-up to the Common Riding and on the day
and hopes to find work in the social media business.
2020 will go down in history as a year when life

stopped for so many people. Daily life has changed
beyond imagination and everyone’s had to adapt to the
new normal.
Josh graduated virtually, along with thousands of

other students around the world, missing out on their
big day with their fellow students and families.
The global pandemic stopped all large gatherings

and curtailed the border festivals, including Langholm’s.
In April, when the full extent of the lockdown was

being felt, an idea for a community page was raised
during a Centre Stage trustees meeting.
The proposal was taken forward by John Innes who,

together with Josh, provided the drive to create the
Langholm Live Facebook page.
It was hoped the page would bring together people

so they would feel less isolated.
At that time a discussion led to the idea of a virtual

performance by the band to mark the evening when
we should have been electing the Cornet for the year.
With the band’s agreement, Jeannie’s Black E’e was

recorded by individuals in their own homes.
Josh edited and produced the videos and sound for a

live launch at the chosen hour on the Friday evening
on multiple social media platforms.
Within 48 hours the videos had been viewed more

than 5,000 times around the world and now has more
than 10,000 views.
After the success of Jeannie’s, the band decided all

the Common Riding airs should be recorded and
released in the two-week run-up to the day and the
many hours of recording and editing began.
As time passed, it became clear the Common Riding

events would not take place.
The individuals behind Langholm Live set about

generating ideas for virtual performances in Common
Riding week.
Many will have seen the spectacular light shows put

on by Centre Stage, with Chris Jones masterminding
the displays.
The hour-long performance on the Sunday night

before the Common Riding when the parish church
was illuminated to a soundtrack of stirring music was
particularly memorable.

Josh suggested a virtual Common Riding to the 
Common Riding members and, with their agreement,
the search for footage began.
The virtual Common Riding combined footage from

a number of sources, old and new, and thanks go to
those who gave footage. Many thousands of people
enjoyed it.
Along with performances by the band, the virtual

Cornet’s night, concert and footage of the day on the
hill have been viewed more than 130,000 times and
enjoyed by exiles all over the world.
The hundreds of hours of work put into editing and

producing the videos have been appreciated by many
and will remain available for a lookback on a unique
Common Riding.

COTTER

The family of the late Doreen would like to thank
all friends for the kind expressions of sympathy,
cards and flowers received following their sad
loss. 
Grateful thanks also to Jean Martindale for her
kind tribute, David Erskine and the Cross Keys
Hotel for the excellent tea.

Josh Calvert graduates from Heriot Watt University with an
honours degree in fashion communication

Thank You

wish to thank family and friends for
the lovely cards, flowers and good
wishes they received 
on their 
Diamond Anniversary.

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Zander and Margaret 
Turnbull

EMILY BELL
6 Eskdaill Street

would like to thank all family. friends and
neighbours for beautiful flowers cards and presents
I received for my 100th birthday. 
Thank you to Sandra at the Day
Centre for organising a piper to play
for me. Also to Stephanie for looking
after the flowers as I had to go to
hospital.  
Thank you all very much.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church service on 
30th August will be 

in Westerkirk Church
at 10.30am

due to Langholm being
closed for repairs.

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946



THE judging of Canonbie’s nine scarecrows was carried
out by Paul, Jayne and Scott Tweddle.
The winner was The Great Escape by Dawn Ellwood, with

Tractor Tom by the Smith family at Newbie, near Glenzier in
second. Third place went to Fabulous Florence by Catherine
Lithgow. 

The pet show went ahead with 11 pets and vet Emma
Imrie was the judge. The show was held on the football field
and the entrants were all socially distanced from each 
other.
There was no overall winner; instead, each entry received

a certificate and bag of sweets for taking part. 
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Volunteers
needed for
new car
ANNANDALE Community
Transport Services (ACTS) has
bought an accessible commu-
nity car to provide affordable
transport to hospital appoint-
ments for residents in
Langholm, Canonbie and sur-
rounding area.
All hospitals are covered, 
including DGRI, Cumberland
Infirmary and those in Glasgow
and Edinburgh.
The VW Caddy will be based
in Langholm and can accom-
modate wheelchair users as
well as those with more 
mobility.
Funding was provided by 
the Langholm charitable 
trusts, Dumfries & Galloway
Regionwide Community Fund
and Muirhall Energy Limited. 
Volunteers will drive the car
and ACTS is seeking drivers
aged 25 to 73 to help.
The car will be in the car
park by the Day Centre next
Wednesday, September 2 at
2pm.
Anyone interested in driving
and helping the community
cango along to see the vehicle
and find out what’s involved.
For more information call the
ACTS office on 01576 203053
from Monday to Friday, 9am
to 12pm.

A MASSIVE half-million
pound grant has boosted the
bid to buy Langholm Moor and
put the project back on track.
One of Scotland’s largest com-
munity buyouts had appeared
at risk in recent weeks but,
thanks to the generous pledge
by the Dunblane-based Carman
Family Foundation, new hope
has been injected into it.
The Langholm Initiative
agreed to buy 10,500 acres,
jointly valued at £6.4m from
Buccleuch.
The project is likely to be
Scotland’s biggest community
buyout in land value to date
and would create a vast nature
reserve on the culturally-
important land, tackle climate
breakdown, boost nature restora-
tion and support community
regeneration.
The community faces a race
against time after the Scottish
Land Fund (SLF) awarded the
Initiative £1m, a third of the
amount applied for, on condition
the purchase is completed by
October 31.
This left the community just
a few months to raise the 
remaining £5m.

Margaret Pool, Initiative chair-
woman, said: “The Carman
Family Foundation’s tremendous
£500,000 support is a major
boost and couldn’t have come
at a better time.
“It really keeps the project on
track. This kind of support
makes all the difference and
we’re hugely grateful.”
Biodiversity

Bill Carman, a trustee of the
foundation, said: “We’re 
delighted to be helping bring
this special area into the own-
ership of people who take bio-
diversity, both flora and fauna,
seriously.
“Langholm Moor deserves to
be protected and enhanced. It’s
crucial we all help the natural
environment stabilise and 
re-establish and because it will
act as an excellent example of
how humans can work together
in selfless communities.
“We think it is really important
that the buyout succeeds and
would urge all who read this to
contribute as much as they can.”
Creating the Tarras Valley 
Nature Reserve would restore
globally-important peatlands
and ancient woods, plant and

regenerate native woodlands
along river valleys and protect
open moorland for ground-
nesting birds.

Persecuted
The land is a haven for
wildlife, including merlin, black
grouse and short-eared owls
and is a stronghold for hen har-
riers, the UK’s most persecuted
bird of prey. Public donations
for the buyout have now 

reached £200,000, including
through a crowdfunder at 
gofundme.com/langholm-moor-
buyout.
This year’s Hen Harrier 
Day, held online this month and
hosted by television presenters
Chris Packham and Megan 
McCubbin, raised £10,000 
towards the purchase. The John
Muir Trust has donated
£100,000.
The Initiative is working with

South of Scotland Enterprise,
seeking other major funders and
urging people, who can help,
to get in touch.
Kevin Cumming, project 
leader, said: “We’ve been over-
whelmed by the support we’ve
received, including the kind 
donations to our crowdfunder
from some 2,000 people so far.

Crises
“We’ll exhaust every oppor-
tunity to seize this once-in-a-
lifetime chance for the people
of Langholm and for tackling
the climate and nature crises.”
The Initiative is also asking
the SLF to extend its deadline.
Benny Higgins, executive
chairman of Buccleuch, has also
written to the SLF to express
Buccleuch's support for an ex-
tension, which would increase
the prospects of a successful
and workable outcome in the
community buyout discussions.
The buyout is also sup-
ported by Borders Forest Trust,
Rewilding Britain, RSPB 
Scotland, Trees for Life and the
Woodland Trust.
To find out more details and
support the crowdfunder, visit
langholminitiative.org.uk
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£500k boost for moor

Scarecrow’s Great Escape

The Initiative project will restore peatlands, regenerate native woodland
and create a habitat for diverse species for people to enjoy

Family foundation breathes new life into bid for nature reserve

The Great Escape by the Ellwood family wins first prize

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

The Carsons created a hilarious take on the pandemic



BEING a first-time mum can
be scary enough but to know
that you won’t get the family
support you had banked on
is an added strain.
Rowan Cavers and her 

husband, Sandy, who live in
Ewes were expecting their first
child on April 4, just after the
lockdown was imposed.
Rowan said: “A couple of

weeks before Elliot was born
everything was normal and then
everything went crazy.
“Mostly, it was to do with

Sandy being able to come with
me and I was really worried
about what was going to happen
in that respect.”
Rown went into hospital a cou-

ple of days before the baby was
due because of her high blood
pressure.
She said: “I was there by 

myself. My mum could not even
come in.
“There was a possibility of

having a C section or being 
induced but my blood pressure
went down and I returned home.
“If I went into labour, Sandy

could not come in with me until
I was in labour but I didn’t know
what that meant.
“I was very worried about it.

The thought of doing it by myself
made me want to cry.”
When Rowan started having

contractions in the morning, she
went into hospital but they sent
her home again which they
would not have done were it
not for the unusual circum-
stances.

She said: “It was not a short
trip and I was very uncomfort-
able in the car. About four hours
later I went back.
“I had to be on my own to be

assessed. It was awful, carrying
my own bags.
“They told me I could be 

admitted this time so I rang
Sandy and he came in. It was
all very unusual and not the ex-
perience I anticipated I would
have.
“I had to have an assisted 

delivery and just Sandy and the
midwife were with me. She
stayed the whole time.
“The baby’s heart rate was

going up and down and my
blood pressure dropped so sev-
eral people came into the room
but were trying to stand back.
It was strange.”
There were some concerns

about the baby’s breathing but
he was crying and was fine so
everyone left the room.
Elliot was born at 12.40am so

Rowan said the staff let her
sleep for a few hours and she
was discharged at 9am.
She admits it was exhausting

going back and forth to the hos-
pital but she was told to stay at
home for as long as possible
because of the circumstances.
Rowan’s family live in 

Manchester and Elliot was their
first grandchild but they were
unable to visit. Her mum and
her brother have since been to
meet Elliot.
She said: “It was quite nice to

be by ourselves and get used to

him but also quite sad. Sandy’s
mum and dad, Aileen and Elliot,
looked in through the window
and that was heart-wrenching.
“I don’t know many other

mums who’ve had babies. Nor-
mally, we’d have been social-
ising with them but we’ve not
been able to do that.

“If they can open pubs, why
not baby groups? I remember
when I found out I was pregnant
that these were the things I was
excited about.”
Rowan has not been seen by

a health visitor which she found
hard. She got mastitis and didn’t
know what was wrong until

Aileen told her.
She said: “I didn’t get the

checks I would normally have
had. I spoke to other mums and
they were surprised I had so
little contact. It definitely makes
a difference not having that
medical support.”
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Rowan’s lockdown birth

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Rowan Cavers with lockdown baby Elliot

Unfathomable
planning rules
I WISH, through your columns, to
advise residents of a major application
for forestry planting which will impact
severely on our hills.
For reasons I find unfathomable, where

even a minor proposal for a property
development or alteration requires
planning notices to all adjoining or
potentially-affected neighbours, the intent
to cover thousands of acres of hillside in
sitka spruce merely requires it to be
placed on a public register.
It is left to good fortune for objectors to

stumble upon it should they not have
specifically requested to be advised of
such action.
The planned forestry planting is

particularly contentious because it is on
the ground of Cleuchfoot Farm.
Readers may recall the considerable

local and national media attention which
was created when Buccleuch, without
warning, advised that they would not
renew the tenancy on this farm for David

and Alison Telfer, destroying their plans
for the future.
After massively negative press and a

public meeting, at which anger against
Buccleuch was openly expressed,
Buccleuch were forced to review their
plans. 
Buccleuch, having presumably realised

all future attempts to end tenancies and
benefit from the inflated land prices
created by the Forestry Grant Scheme
would be monitored closely, opted to sell
a major area of land around Langholm
and Canonbie.
This was snapped up by James Jones

Ltd, a major forestry company.
Cleuchfoot was included in this purchase.
A restricted tenancy agreement for the

Telfers allows them to farm until their
intended date for retirement but the hill
ground was taken from them.
The hill sheep were subsequently, and

without any apparent logical reason,
removed from the hill weeks before they
were due to lamb in spring this year on the
instructions of James Jones Ltd.
James Jones Ltd, with Tilhill Forestry

acting for them, have placed a planning
proposal on the public register.

If planning is given consent, the steady
encroachment of sitka spruce towards
Langholm will continue.
Recent planting has scarred Bush of

Ewes and Glendivan in the Ewes valley
and James Jones Ltd are now obviously
intent on capitalising on their investment
here.
Land around Canonbie has already been

planted but with this development the
speed and scale are intense.
Objectors have only until September 16

to make their feelings known.
Several requests to Forestry and Land

Scotland to extend the discussion period
because of the COVID-19 difficulties
have been ignored, it seems.

Anyone, who wishes to halt or slow
down the destruction of our hills under
sitka spruce, should request details of the
application from Scottish Forestry,
Greystone Park, 55/57 Moffat Road,
Dumfries, DG1 1NP or ring 03000 676
500 quoting case 20FGS48423, Tansy
Hill Woodland Creation. Personal
objections can then be submitted.
Residents of this area should be alert to

the destruction of our environment by
wealthy speculators taking advantage of
public funding under forestry grant
schemes and ongoing tax benefits.

Aeneas M Nicolson
Bridge House

Langholm

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508
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Langholm’s last mill
has a brighter future

Service
reservoir
CANONBIE: Scottish Water
has applied for planning per-
mission to build a service reser-
voir and install associated equip-
ment, form an access road and
associated works on land west
of Southwoodhead Farm.
_____________________

Garden
room plan
LANGHOLM: Derek Johnson
of 23 Arkinholm Terrace has 
applied for planning permission
to build a garden room and do-
mestic store at the property.
_____________________

Electricity
upgrade
CHAPELKNOWE: Dumfries
and Galloway Council does not
object to a proposal by SP 
Energy to upgrade the 11,000
volt overhead wood pole elec-
tricity line to three phases from
Logan Mains to Bectonhall.

Well-known designer will create jobs and establish new brand
LANGHOLM’S last working
textile mill has been saved
from permanent closure.
Drove Weaving was closed in

the spring by parent company
Lochcarron of Scotland which
is based in Selkirk.
Now, after weeks of negotia-

tions, the well-respected com-
mission weaver is to start up its
looms once again.
Ian Maxwell, who lives in

Langholm and is known for 
designing the lunar tartan, made
for Neil Armstrong’s visit in
1972, has bought the business.
Ian, who has clocked up many

decades in the industry, praised
Lochcarron for the smooth way
the sale was conducted.
Dawn Robson-Bell, managing

director of Lochcarron, said:
“We’re pleased to announce the
plant and equipment has been
bought by Ian Maxwell.
“This allows Drove Weaving

to continue the tradition of weav-
ing manufacturing in the town.
“Drove Weaving had been part

of the Lochcarron business for

more than 20 years and was
privately owned for some 20
years before this.
“We’re very happy to have

reached an agreement with Mr
Maxwell who will take over on
September 1.
“We will continue to support

him and the team at Drove as
much as possible with their new
venture.

Tradition
“Mr Maxwell is well known

in and around Langholm and
has great interest in the contin-
uation of the weaving tradition,
for which the town has been
known over many decades.
“He hopes to develop the busi-

ness beyond its current com-
mission customer base.
“We wish them every success

in this and hope Drove Weaving
continues for many more years
to come.”
Ian said his thought was that

this was the last mill in
Langholm and once it was lost,
it would never come back.

Robbie Trussler, who founded
the company more than four
decades ago and ran it for more
than 20 for Lochcarron, will 
return and Steven Tweddle will
stay on, too.
Ian plans to employ eight to

10 full-time workers and recruit
five apprentices.
He said: “There are good skills

there and I want to save them
and take on apprentices.

“We want young blood to train
for the future because I believe
it has a future. I will make it
have a future.”
The business already has

customers waiting to have orders
filled.

Customers
Ian added: “We have a lovely

relationship with Linton Tweeds
in Carlisle and they’re desperate

for us to get going again, along
with other customers.”
In the long term, Ian has plans

to develop a Drove Weaving
brand with a number of new
designs for top-end products.
He is also talking to South of

Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) and
he looks forward to receiving
its help.
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire

MSP, added: “These are early
days but I’m delighted Ian and
his team have been able to rescue
Drove Weaving.
“I know they have an ambi-

tious plan to inject new life into
the business.
“This was a make-or-break

moment for Langholm and, like
everyone living there, I didn’t
want to see the town’s proud
links to the textiles industry
consigned to history.
“I stand ready to do everything

I can to support the business
and I hope South of Scotland
Enterprise will get behind the
plans and secure the long-term
opportunities Ian has in mind.”

IN BRIEF

IT WAS on May 12 last year
that builder Karl Nawrocki
started pulling down the
remnants of the crumbling
wall at the Old Town 
Bowling Club along the 
waterside in Langholm.
He spent every day rebuild-

ing the wall using materials
from Sandysike builders mer-
chants and the final coping
stones were laid on June 15
this year.
The rubble from the old wall

was removed by Jim Wood
from the Potholm farm. 
Karl has received many

compliments about his work
and is pleased with the 
finished result. 

WINDOWS AND 
DOORS SERVICE 

ENGINEER

Malcolm McEwanE: m.j.mcewan@btinternet.com

Repair or Replace                   
Doors, Locks, Barrels, 

Letter Plates and Handles

The looms at Drove Weaving in Langholm will soon be running again

Karl’s 
labour 
of love

Karl Nawrocki rebuilds the old stone wall at the Old Town club
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd held a special
August sale of 254 store cattle on Tuesday,
August 18. A fantastic show of store
cattle, predominantly yearling sorts, was
forward to a very competitive ring of po-
tential buyers from far and wide, ensuring
all classes sold to serious rates.
Topping the sale was a British Blue

cow scaling the heights at £1,280, con-
signed by Netherfauld Farms, Lockerbie
and bought by the Tindale team at Paradise
Farm, County Durham for further breeding.
Limousin bullocks sold to £1,265 from
M/s S Phillips, Netherhill, Roadhead,
whose run of 8 fantastically well-bred
cattle averaged a marvellous £1,150. Bulls
sold to £1,095, consigned by M/s Reed
& Hill, Lingey Field, Hexham.
Many more young bulls and all classes

of cattle are needed fortnightly to satisfy
customer demand.
Contact our auctioneers for further en-

quiries and advice on marketing your
cattle: John Walton 07880 527066; Sam
Hogg 07584 207323.
The mart held the weekly sale of 5,016

store lambs, including 1,581 Greyface
Mule lambs, on the same day.
Another super show of quality lambs

was on offer for a large company of
buyers, including several from Wales.
Trade was strong throughout and all
classes were firmer on the week to average
£73.57 overall.
Top was £125 for Beltex ewe lambs

from Messrs Milburn, Wallend Farm,
Greenhead. Texels to £98 from Messrs
Edminson, Middle Farm, Crindledykes.
Store lambs sold to £96 for Texels from
JW Watson, New Dorryfield, Roweltown;
Beltex to £97 Wallend, £86, £84 Flatt
(Atkinson); Suffolks to £85, £80 Barnsallie,
£80 Boreland, £79 Twislehope; Cheviots

to £83.50 Boreland, £80 Twislehope, £76
North Howes; Charollais to £83 Tarrasfoot;
Cheviot Mules to £78 Gillesbie, £77 Sor-
bietrees; Zwartbles to £66 Dempster, £65
Glebehead.
Included was the annual special sale of

1,581 Greyface Mule lambs. A great entry
with many quality pens forward sold at
an extreme trade to average £69.83 overall.
Top £89, £82 from Kilberry Home Farm,
£86 High Lovelady Shield, £83 Bayldon
& Baggarah. Feeding ewes to £63 Bar-
magachan Farm. Cast rams to £81 for
Cheviots from Blackhall.
A strong entry of breeding sheep met a

keen enquiry with many more required
for the next sale to meet buyers’ require-
ments, selling to a top of £140 for a pen
of Beltex ewes from Messrs Lee, Coalfell
followed at £126 for a pen of Texel four
shear ewes.
Contact our auctioneers for further en-

quiries: John Walton 07880 527066; Nick
Woodmass 07584 200489; Neil McCleary
07771 685073.
The mart had forward 7,989 sheep com-

prising 2,986 prime lambs and 5,003 cast
ewes and rams at the weekly sale on
Thursday, August 21.
Cast cows were a smaller entry but

continued to sell at recent rates. The sale
topped at £957 for a Whitebred Shorthorn
from J Waugh, Emblehope, Hexham, who
also sold Galloways at 123p. British Blue
cows to 120p from R & MG Elliott &
Sons, Hallburn Croft, Longtown.  
A smaller show of 3,006 prime lambs

saw quality, well-finished lambs receiving
a premium, while under-finished lambs
proved harder to sell and would be better
marketed in the store ring. 
The sale topped at 300p for a pen of

fantastic Beltex lambs shown by TR &

EA Milburn, Wallend, Greenhead with
top price per head of £126 for Texel
lambs from RF Forster, Pates Hill, Irthing-
ton. Overall average of 200.9p (SQQ
201.5p).
For advice on marketing your livestock,

contact auctioneers: John Walton
07880527066; Nick Woodmass
07584200489; Sam Hogg 07584207323;
Norman Douglas 07786366833; Neil Mc-
Cleary 07771685073.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 300p,

286p, 283p Wallend, 278p, 277p Lees
Hall, 276p, 270p Wallend, 270p Lingey
Field. Texel 263p Kellah, 233p Low
Knockrioch, 231p, 230p Corneyside, 230p
Ballywilline & Castletown. Suffolk 218p
Kilnford Croft, 216p Powheads, 211p
Keil, 209p, 208p High Cattadale, 208p
Archerbeck & High Floweryhirst. Cheviot
217p Craig Farm, 204p Keppoch. Mule
210p Rowanburnfoot, 200p High Flowey-
hirst, 197p, 196p Grindon Hill, 197p
Rhoin, 195p Gibblaston. Charollais 208p,
204p, 201p Low Knockrioch, 202p Pates
Hill, 201p Mount Farm. Dorset 207p,
201p Lower Reiss. Cheviot Mule 199p,
193p Dodgsonstown, 193p Potholm, 191p
East Redfordgreen & Granton. Berrichon
197p Sceugh Dyke. Blackface 194p Gib-
blaston, 192p Whiteside. Hampshire 193p
Barnglies & Guards.  
Principal price (per head): Texel £126

Pates Hill, £120 Cambeckhill, £117 Green-
wood, £116 Ridsdale & Cambeckhill.
Beltex £115 Comlongun Mains, £114
Wallend, £113 Lees Hall, £112 Comlongon
Mains, £112, £111 Wallend. Suffolk £114
Keil, £109 Kilnford Croft, £108, £102
Archerbeck, £102 High Floweryhirst,
£100. Dodgsonstown. Cheviot £109 Lat-
terford. Zwartble £108, £100 Holmlea.
Charollais £100 Low Knockrioch, £96.50

Mount Farm, £95 Pates Hill & Howberry.
Mule £98 High Floweryhirst & Grindon
Hill, £96 Riggshield, £95 Grindon Hill.
Cheviot Mule £95.50 Dodgsonstown.
Berrichon £92.50, £90 Sceugh Dyke.
Hampshire £87 Barnglies. Blackface £81
Kellah.

Another tremendous entry of 5,003
ewes sold to the usual ring of competitive
buyers, ensuring all classes maintained
last week’s high rates of return.
Texel ewes sold to a top of £186 from

Craig Farm Co, Craig Farm, Langholm.
Hill ewes sold at £81 for Cheviot ewes
from LM Laing, Tarrasfoot, Langholm.
Heavy fat ewes were the flavor of the

day and mules regularly breached £90.
Heavy continental ewes consistently re-
alised £110+.
Rams sold to a massive demand, topping

at an eye-watering £178 for Texels from
Home Robertson Paxton, The Apple
House, Berwick.
More ewes are needed weekly to satisfy

a growing demand. Ewes are better mar-
keted sooner rather than later.
Heavy ewes: Texel £186 Craig Farm,

£178 Yatesfield, £172, £162 Lower Reiss,
£159 Prior House, £158 Craig Farm, £154
Housebyres. Beltex £128 Winterhope &
Sorbie, £120 Housebyres. Suffolk £123,
£118 Lower Reiss, £117 Lingey Field,
Seymour House & Housebyres, £113,
£112 Clackmae. Charollais £120 Prior
House, £116 Dunnabie House. Bluefaced
Leicester £114 Leithanhall & Marygate,
£106 Harehead. Cheviot Mule £109 Colm-
slie Hill, £108 Wedderlie. North Country
Cheviot £106 Swinside Townfoot, £101
Comlongun Mains, £98 Potholm, £97
Carruthers. Mule £98, £97 Kirranrae, £97
Thirwell Castle, £96 Cleughbraemill.

Around the marts

Rotten meat costs
£2k to clear away

Dairy goes digital
in the south west
A DIGITAL dairy project, led
by Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC), will establish south-
west Scotland and Cumbria
as the leading region for 
advanced, sustainable and
high-value dairy processing.
The Strength in Places project
has been awarded £50,000 in
seed-corn funding by UK  
Research and Innovation.
Richard Dewhurst, head of
the Dairy Research Centre in
SRUC’s south and west faculty,
will lead a consortium of 
research partners, regional and
multi-national dairy-processing
companies and seven enabling
technology companies, to 
develop the digital dairy 
value-chain for the project.
The government funding will
help create a more efficient and
resilient dairy industry.
By using digital twinning,
combining digital communica-

tions and advanced manufac-
turing, it will enable milk,
cheese and other products to
be traced and assure retailers,
wholesalers and consumers.
Professor Wayne Powell, prin-
cipal and chief executive of
SRUC, said: “We are delighted
to join forces with the University
of Strathclyde, the University
of the West of Scotland and
other consortium partners, to
bring about a step change in
research and innovation in dairy
production and processing.
“In the long term this project
will bring much-needed jobs
and economic activity to this
rural area.”
Dame Kate Barker, Strength
in Places Fund panel chair-
woman, said: “This project pro-
vides evidence of excellent 
research which meets business
need and has great potential
for collaboration.” 

NFU Scotland and Scottish
Land & Estates (SLE) are
jointly reminding the public
and businesses of their 
responsibility to not fly-tip in
Scotland’s countryside.
The call comes after a spate
of incidents, including meat
waste from a processing plant
being dumped in a burn.
Many land-based businesses
have reported more cases of
rubbish being left by the public
and a significant spike in cases
of fly-tipping of domestic and
commercial waste on rural land.
Despite household waste re-
cycling centres reopening in
June, this scourge continues to
blight the countryside.
In one incident two tonnes of
rotting meat were dumped in a
Lanarkshire burn and the farmer
had to pay £2,000 to clear it up.
The union and SLE have writ-
ten to the Scottish government
setting out suggested measures
targeted at clamping down on
fly-tipping.

These would tighten house-
holder responsibility, increase
penalties for offenders and offer
better protection and support
for land-holders who are victims
of fly-tipping.
With the easing of lockdown
measures also chiming with the
busy summer holiday period,
the organisations are encour-
aging people to enjoy the coun-
tryside responsibly and with
respect as a working landscape
and environment.
They support Zero Waste 
Scotland’s Scotland Is Stunning
- Let’s Keep It That Way cam-
paign which encourages the
public to enjoy the great out-
doors responsibly by using bins
or taking litter home. In a joint
statement they said: “It’s frus-
trating and heartbreaking for
the people who work on the
land when it is abused by an
irresponsible minority who
leave rubbish or deliberately
and illegally dump rubbish and
waste on farmland and estates.”

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
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Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

It cost £2,000 for this farmer to clear up the rotten meat dumped in a burn
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Agency focus on driving
recovery and renewal
THE first meeting of a new
partnership to tackle southern
Scotland’s economic devel-
opment and its recovery from
COVID-19 has been held.
Dumfries and Galloway
Council and Scottish Borders
Council, along with South of
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE),
have further developed their
joint working arrangements
through the Regional Economic
Partnership.
The Scottish government pub-
lished its economic recovery
implementation plan earlier this
month and called on the part-
nership to bring partners together
to take a focused approach to
driving place-based economic

recovery and renewal.
Rob Davidson, depute leader
of Dumfries and Galloway
Council, said: “Partners in
southern Scotland have already
been active in looking at ways
in which the area can build on
its positive Team South of 
Scotland relationships to put
in place measures to help the
region recover and thrive.
“With SOSE now active, this
is bringing new momentum to
economic development.
“The partnership’s first meet-
ing was important because it
formalises the work underway
and is part of efforts to ensure
we harness the expertise and
views of all partners and stake-
holders.”
Councillor Mark Rowley, the
Borders’ executive member for
business and economic devel-
opment, added: “The partner-
ship extends the excellent work
of recent months, with busi-
nesses, social enterprises, the
third sector, community groups
and registered social landlords
all being key partners in driving
inclusive growth and our eco-
nomic recovery. 
“We will finalise the partner-
ship’s membership to bring in
members from the private sec-
tor, third sector, social enter-
prise, communities, and regis-

tered social landlords after a
recruitment drive early in the
year.
“This increased membership
is to be in place for 
September.”
Professor Russel Griggs,
SOSE chairman, said: “In its
response to the advisory group
on economic recovery report
the Scottish government has
outlined the importance of the
regional work and place-based
focus for economic develop-
ment.
“Here in the South of Scotland
much of what is reflected in
the findings is very much at
the heart of our work already
well underway.

“We remain committed to build
upon the great partnership work-
ing arrangements and regional
focus we know is in the best 
interest of our area: promoting
economic growth, supporting 
jobs, skills and training.

Plans
“Since the pandemic, we have
worked with the two local 
authorities very well and continue
to do so, along with other partners
to develop plans to support our
businesses and communities.”
Both councils have been 
active in administering the coro-
navirus business support grants
with £42.9m distributed in
Dumfries and Galloway and
£32.9m in the Borders.
SOSE has administered £12m
to almost 300 businesses and
organisations through the piv-
otal enterprise resilience fund
and creative, tourism and hos-
pitality enterprises hardship
funds since May.
It has also announced a £2.7m
investment in the new South
of Scotland Destination Alliance
(SSDA) to help boost tourism.
Another £2.1m is being dis-
tributed to projects through the
South of Scotland Economic
Partnership, bringing the part-
nership’s investment to £11m
for 56 projects since 2018.
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If you have any coronavirus symptoms, no matter how 
mild, you need to self-isolate and book a test right away 
at NHSinform.scot or by calling 0800 028 2816. 
Remember, if your symptoms worsen, call 111.

Self-isolating and getting tested is crucial to stop the 
virus spreading any further. 

It is important that we all do this, to protect ourselves, 
our loved ones and our local communities.

For more information go to 
NHSinform.scot/test-and-protect

Get tested, stop the virus, save lives.
#WeAreScotland

Got coronavirus symptoms? 
Self-isolate and book a test now.

Russel Griggs talks to a Langholm audience about the role of his organi-
sation in driving the economic recovery in southern Scotland

Place-based development is in the best interests of southern Scotland’s future



ONE of the features of lockdown for me has been an
unavoidable increase in time for gardening, completing
unfinished repairs and, latterly, for clearing the attic.

A day spent rummaging
in a trunk in the roof space
resulted in a flood of mem-
ories of times past.
In particular, unearthing
an old leather purse con-
taining a small trove of pre-
decimal coins.
It was hardly a treasure
trove. The value in today’s
money, according to
Google, is minuscule. In
their current condition they
are worth a total of £5, or
probably less.
I will keep them as 
curiosities for my grand-
children.
However, my small dis-
covery set me thinking
about the coins of my child-
hood.
Farthings were still in cir-
culation in the 1950s, 
although shopkeepers tend-
ed to regard both the coins
and the small children who
tendered a grubby handful
as being too much effort
for small reward.
Copper pennies and
ha’pennies did not carry the
same stigma and a thrup-
penny bit whether silver or
brass was positively wel-
comed.

It wasn’t until the mid-
1950s that pocket money
became a reality for most
kids and sixpence on a Sat-
urday would serve to give
a townie like me a return
ticket to the city centre on
a tram, entry to the cinema
and an ice lolly at the inter-
val.
Running messages for
neighbours during the week
provided the odd tuppence
for the Beano or Dandy.
The more expensive Eagle
had to be bartered for.

I would have been at sec-
ondary school before the
shilling (a bob - said to be
short for Bawbie, an old
coin) appeared regularly in
my pocket, although seldom
in multiples. 

Florin
Another coin I remember
was the two-shilling piece,
often called the florin.
I was fortunate to have a
number of aunts, whose 
inevitable Christmas pre-
sent was a 10-shilling note.
More likely, a less special
occasion might warrant a
half-crown. I don’t remem-
ber seeing a crown until

Churchill crowns became
available. I may still have
one.

Half a dollar
Curiously, the nickname
for a half-crown when I was
a youngster was ‘half a 
dollar’.
If a half-crown was a half-
dollar, what value was a
crown? Perhaps a dollar.
There being very few in cir-
culation it meant nothing to
me then.
Now, many years later, it
set me thinking.
With ample idleness on
my hands, it seemed a good
time to do some investigat-
ing.
Scotland had a number
of currencies 300 years
ago. The merk was a 
Scottish silver coin.
Originally the same word
as a money mark of silver,
the merk was in circulation
at the end of the 16th cen-
tury and through the 17th
century.
It was originally valued at
13 shillings and four pen-
nies, exactly two-thirds of
a pound Scots or about one
English shilling.
After the 1707 union of
the parliaments, a number
of both English and Scottish
coins became legal tender
in Scotland.
Some were for internal
use, like the revalued 
Scottish merk, while others
were for trade across the
border

Some coins were accep-
ted across the border, 
including the English pound
and shilling, while others
entered Scotland through
international trade.
The Scottish Borders and
Dumfriesshire were involved
in the woollen trade with
Europe up to and including
the 17th and 18th centuries.
Many coins from the Low
Countries, The Netherlands
and Belgium,  ended up in
Scotland.

The most popular coins
were valued for their high
silver content.
Two coins, the dollar and
the doit, which were at 
either end of the value
scale, were of concern to
the established church in
Scotland.
In 1671 King Charles II
decided to create a new
coin at the Edinburgh mint.
It was known firstly as the
four-merk piece and, after
1675, became known as
the dollar.
The coin had his image
on one side and the coats
of arms of the parts of the
kingdom on the reverse.

Why he decided to create
this new coin is a bit of a
mystery. It may have been
the presence in Scotland
of the Dutch silver coin, the
daaler, which was valued
for its high silver content.
It also had an emblem of
a lion rampant and a motto
which might appeal to 
Scottish Protestants: 
‘Confidence in the Lord is
not moved’. 
Perhaps Charles, a
staunch Catholic, wished
to have a coin which clearly

displayed his portrait and
restated his authority as
king.

Banns
By the early 1700s, the
Scottish dollar had become
a popular silver coin, often
used to pay the parish clerk
to publish the banns for a
forthcoming marriage.
This custom seems to
have been attached to the
so-called penny weddings
of the time.
“The Session taking to
consideration that William
Beatty in Meikledale had
a penny wedding and that
therefore by act of Ses-
sion the 2nd of August
1719 he had forfeited to
the poor the dollar con-
signed – They appoint the

Treasurers to receive the
same dollar from the
Clerk in whose hand it is
and to put it among the
poors money.”
Extract from Kirk Session
Records
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Scottish Dollars, Dutch Doits

Coins of the realm

Shadow cabinet roles
for area’s two MSPs

20 speed
limit trial
NEWCASTLETON is among
80 settlements in the Scottish
Borders to be chosen for a
20mph trial.
The scheme will encompass
all 30mph roads owned by the
council and will last for 18
months.
The council successfully bid
for £1.2m from the Scottish
government’s £30m COVID-
19 Spaces for People fund which
is a, ‘temporary infrastructure
programme in Scotland which
offers funding and support to
make it safer for people who
choose to walk, cycle or wheel
for essential trips and exercise’
and is administered by cycling
charity Sustrans.
During the trial the council
will invite further comment and
feedback from councillors, the
public and other partners such
as Police Scotland, Borders
Buses, community councils and
access groups.
To gauge driver compliance
with the pilot, the council 
intends to appoint Edinburgh
Napier University’s transport
research department to do 
an independent, academic 
evaluation of the pilot scheme,
ensuring a consistent and 
impartial approach to the eval-
uation.
A report will be presented to
the council 12 months from the
start of the pilot with suggestions
on which schemes, if any, to
retain and which to remove.
The rest of the trial will be
used to implement any perma-
nent changes.
The council meets today to
discuss the recommendations.

____________________

Measures
for schools 
SOUTH Scotland MSP Joan
McAlpine has welcomed a pack-
age of measures designed to
help teachers and pupils 
The measures, announced 
by John Swinney, education
secretary, include funding for
up to 1,400 more teaching staff
and an enhanced surveillance
programme to give teachers,
nursery and school staff priority
access to testing.
Schools have been given new
guidance, informed by the latest
scientific advice, which sets out
the measures they should take
to minimise the risk of the
spread of the virus.
“It’s natural that people still
have concerns. I hope this will
help alleviate some of their
worries.”

Mundell and Hamilton serve under new leader Douglas Ross
ESKDALE and Liddesdale’s
two constituency MSPs have
been given shadow cabinet
roles by the Scottish Conser-
vative party’s new leader,
Douglas Ross.
Rachael Hamilton, Ettrick, 
Roxburgh and Berwickshire
MSP, has been given social 
security and older people
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire
MSP, gets the rural economy
and tourism brief, previously
held by Mrs Hamilton.
Mr Mundell says he relishes
the challenge and promises to
be a strong voice for rural com-
munities in his constituency and
beyond.
He will also highlight the failures
of the SNP government to stand
up for rural residents and busi-
nesses during its 13 years in
power.
He says the tourism industry is
vital for any economic recovery
in the country and he will liaise
closely with stakeholders to find
out how best to support them.

He said: “This is a hugely 
important time in Scottish poli-
tics, with fewer than nine months
to go until next year’s election
and my party is being led by a
fresh, new leader in the form of
Douglas Ross.
“I’m delighted and honoured to
have been asked by Douglas to
take on this key role of cham-
pioning our rural economy and
vital tourism industry.

Challenge
“Since my election in 2016, I
have consistently stood up for
our rural communities and 
the wider rural economy in
Dumfriesshire and now I relish
the challenge to do this in 
Scotland.
“For too long under this gov-
ernment, the needs of the rural
economy have been ignored and
left behind.
“I want to hit the ground run-
ning, engage with stakeholders,
highlight how we will always
stand up for them and have a
positive vision and policies to

help them.
“The tourism industry is a vital
part of that and, as it recovers
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
we need bold and ambitious
support from the Government
rather than the lack of urgency

we see now and, even more
disgracefully, talk of closing
borders.
“I look forward to getting stuck
into this critical role, both in
Parliament and around the coun-
try in the coming months.”

Mrs Hamilton’s role covers 
social security, welfare, older
people and equalities.
She will begin by highlighting
the SNP’s poor record on 
securing the devolution of pow-
ers for social security, with the
new system now delayed until
2024.
She said: “We’re going to take
the fight to the SNP in 2021
and win.

Failings
“For too long, the SNP has
blamed Westminster for its fail-
ings on social security.
“It called for powers over 
benefits, yet fell at the first hur-
dle and handed them back to
Westminster with complete 
embarrassment.
“Child poverty has risen under
the SNP’s watch and we can’t
let it continue like this.
“I’ll stand up to the SNP in my
role and make it listen to those
who have been let down by
their governance.”

IN BRIEF

COFFEE, cake and a catch-up
is back on the menu at the 
Buccleuch Centre in Langholm.
The centre is delighted to say
that, having opened its coffee
shop on Fridays with great suc-
cess, it has decided to also open
on the first Saturday of each
month on a trial basis.
Unfortunately, it can’t as yet
have the Muckle Toon 
Producers Market back because
of the large numbers attending
but staff know how important it is
for the community to meet family
and friends in their social 
bubbles.
The first Saturday opening is
on September 5. Opening times
will be 9am to 12.30pm for bacon,
egg, sausage baps and coffee,
scones, traybake and Castleview
Catering’s delicious cake.  
There is limited availability 
because of social distancing
guidelines so it is recommended
that clients book their tables to
avoid disappointment.
If they call the centre on 013873
81196 and leave their name, num-
ber, how many in their party and
their preferred booking time, a
member of staff will pick up the
messages and get back to them
to confirm their reservation.

Oliver Mundell helps Hamish Waugh with lambing at Effgill in Westerkirk

Making a coffee comeback

Castleview Catering’s delicious tray bakes are on offer once more
A brass thruppence

The Beano comic stamp

(left) A 1967 half-crown. (right) a 1960 Crown worth 5 shillings

A Scots silver merk, the James VI merk

The thistle merk

A Scots penny Half-pound Scots

The Scottish Dollar or 4 merk peice

By Ron Addison, Langholm local historian......continued next week Come for coffee, come for cake, come for lunch, all socially distanced
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National event raises
£10k for moorland bid

Westerkirk
memories 
TWENTY years ago Dr Shirley
Rodden prepared a book about
Westerkirk, documenting the
year 2000 in photos and the
recollections of residents.
The book included photos of
every house in the parish and
such items as a schedule for
the 1999 Benty Show and in-
formation about organisations
such as the guild, church, the
WRI, Westerkirk parish library
and the school.
The school closed in 2000 and
in 20 years there have no doubt
been many changes in the parish,
although much has probably
stayed the same, too.

Website
The Westerkirk parish library
trust has decided to repeat the
exercise, although, rather than
produce a book, which is costly,
will put the information it gath-
ers onto its website.
The trustees hope people will
want to contribute to the story
of Westerkirk in 2020 by sending
written memories or be willing
to be interviewed.
They hope people will allow
their houses to be photographed
for inclusion in the story.
Mairi Telford Jammeh, trust
chairwoman, said: “In the past,
the parish’s statistical accounts,
written by the minister, gave 
a snapshot of what was hap-
pening but the last one for 
Dumfriesshire was published in
1962. 
“It’s a lovely exercise to peri-
odically create a picture of a
small rural community, if only
to document the changes over
the years and let future genera-
tions see what life was like.
“2020 has been a very strange
year and a lot has happened
here since 2000. 
“I hope people will want to
contribute to the project. 
“It’s being done voluntarily
so the more contributions we
get the better. We will contact
the various organisations to see
whether they would like to write
something about their activities.
“We would also like to take
photos of houses but, if someone
does not want this to happen or
have their home included in the
story, please contact us on 
Westerkirkparishlibrary@gmail.
com to let us know.
“Also, get in touch if you’d
like to write something about
your memories of the last 20
years.”
____________________

Proposal
withdrawn
CANONBIE: A planning in
principle application to build a
house and demolish a flat-roofed
classroom at the former Glenzier
primary school has been with-
drawn by the applicant, Kirsty
McGhie of Morecambe.

HEN harrier enthusiasts in
Langholm joined a national day
of celebration with a trip to the
moor where these rare birds
can safely raise their young.
Hen Harrier Day went online
this year with a virtual event,
hosted by naturalists and pre-
senters Chris Packham and
Megan McCubbin.
The Langholm Moor commu-
nity buy-out, which has to raise
£6.4m by October 31 to buy
10,500 acres from Buccleuch,
was the cause chosen by the 
organisers to raise money for.
Kevin Cumming, the buy-out’s
project manager, was pleased
to report that pledges worth
£10,000 were made on the day.
A video, made by Kevin, for
the Go Fund Me crowdfunder,
was shown to the nation during
the day-long broadcast and peo-
ple were  urged to contribute.

Reserves
Chris told viewers: “One of
the ways we look after our
wildlife is we acquire nature
reserves where we go to get our
fix of wildlife.
“In the UK more land is owned
by fewer people than in any
other country but one in the
world so we don’t have a lot of

access to that land.
“It’s because of that phe-
nomenon that land is very, very
expensive.
“Funding is limited and it’s
getting trickier. Yet we’re trying
the best we can to acquire land
in perpetuity not only for our-
selves but also future generations
and the wildlife.

“We’re about to ask you to
put your hands in your pockets,
whatever you can afford. There
is a patch of land, Langholm
Moor; it’s quite famous.
“It has come on to the market
and there is a community of
conservationists and environ-
mentalists and people who want
to protect the countryside. They

need some of your help.
“It’s a piece of moorland
which is capable of supporting
hen harriers; we know that it
has hen harriers.”
“It’s an uphill struggle to get
the money so anything you can
afford to give would be grate-
fully received by the people
working so hard to acquire this

land for conservation 
purposes.”
Gavin Graham, who organised
the get-together in Langholm,
said: “The hen harrier is now
the most endangered bird in the
British Isles.

Successful
“The moor has had a most
successful year and many birds
have fledged but, unfortunately,
they end up being persecuted
on the grouse moors of northern 
England and southern 
Scotland.”
He added: “We decided this
event had to be celebrated on
the moor on the day, especially
because the national  event was
donating the money raised from
it to our community buy-out.
“It was a glorious summer
day for our get together. Alison
Hutton had baked a lovely cake,
decorated with a hen harrier.
“A collection from those 
attending our event raised £50.
“Time is running out for the
Langholm Initiative to raise the
money to buy the land so if
any readers have still to donate,
please go to www.langholm
initiative.org.uk to see the plans
it has and click on the link 
Donate to Crowdfunder.

Naturalist Chris Packham urges the nation to donate to buy-out

VJ Day remembered in valleys

Langholm hen harrier enthusiasts celebrate Hen Harrier Day with a delicious cake on the moor

VJ DAY was marked in Eskdale
and Liddesdale on Saturday, 
August 15.

At 6am David Patterson, chair-
man of Langholm Social Club,
and piper John Smith of Langholm
Pipe Band performed a small cer-
emony to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of VJ Day and the
end of World War Two.

David laid a wreath and John
played The Battle's O'er.

The playing of The Battle's O'er
was part of a worldwide event,
which included pipers from all
over the world, to commemorate
the occasion.

The tune is traditionally played
at the end of battle. 

Pipers from Langholm Pipe Band
played in the following locations:
Langholm, Canonbie, Claygate,
Carlisle, Waterbeck, Bentpath and
Newcastleton.

Langholm Social Club chairman David Patterson with piper John Smith The wreath laid at the war memorial at 6am on Saturday August 15
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Canonbie potter shows
great talent at the wheel
EMERGING artist Sophie
Jarzyna of Canonbie has had
a trickier than expected 2020.
Sophie, a potter, was chosen

for the Emerge nine-month
programme of mentoring and
awarded a £1,000 bursary.
Sophie is a self-taught potter

who completed an art and design
foundation diploma at Cumbria
Institute of the Arts. Her mentors
are Chris Taylor and Clare
Dawdry.
The programme is run by 

Upland CIC, the region’s visual
art and craft development.
Emerge recipients are men-

tored by professional, experi-
enced artists or makers and
have to create new work and
take part in Spring Fling Open
Studios.
The programme also offers

funding towards Go & See
Trips, enabling the mentor and
artist to attend relevant events
such as exhibitions, conferences,
workshops or classes.

The programme is for emerg-
ing artists who intend to pursue
a professional career.
Emerge gives support to enable

participants to develop creatively
and professionally, providing a
stepping stone between educa-
tion and a career in the arts.

Emerge 2020 is supported by
the Holywood Trust and 
Creative Scotland.
SPRING Fling 2020, which

was cancelled in May, will now
be held from October 5 to 12. 
The event normally attracts

more than 10,000 visitors to
the studios of artists and makers
in Dumfries and Galloway. 
With COVID-19 restrictions

now easing, Upland Arts 
Development CIC, plans for a
part-physical and part-online
event.
The health of participants and

visitors takes top priority so
measures will be in place to
ensure studio visits are safe and
government guidelines fol-
lowed.
The physical event will be

smaller and the emphasis will
be on attracting visitors from
south-west Scotland.
After the success of May’s

SF | At Home initiative, there
will be a host of digital options

so people from all over the
world can take part.
Programme details will be 

announced soon but will include
virtual tours, exhibitions and
online sales. 
More details at 
www.spring-fling.co.uk

Potter Sophie Jarzyna of Canonbie is being mentored this year

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Move your body,
improve your mood.

For tips on staying active to look after your 
mental health visit clearyourhead.scot

Sophie’s selection as an emerging artist is getting her all fired up over pots
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IT’S beginning to feel a
little bit autumnal but the
garden is really starting to
sizzle with some late 
summer colour.
Heleniums and lilies have

always been favourites of
mine for this time of year but
they are joined now by Inula
hookeri, a clump-forming
hardy perennial which thrives
in damp soils and produces
furry buds which open up to
the most wonderful fine-rayed
daisy flowers.
Like the heleniums, it is a

wonderful source of food for
bees and butterflies and it
will grow in soils which are
too wet for the heleniums.
A plant family I’m becoming

more appreciative of are the
Crocosmias, aka montbre-
tia.
These are native to the

grasslands of southern and
eastern Africa and, while

most are hardy, the conditions
here have proved too much
for some varieties.
For a while I became a bit

disheartened having tried,
and lost, a lot of different
cultivars: C. Emily Mackenzie,
C. Star of the East and C.
Citronella to name but a few
and I resigned myself to just
being able to grow the brilliant
red C. Lucifer as well as the
ubiquitous orange C. aurea.
However, in the last couple

of years I have discovered
some wonderful varieties
which are thriving in the gar-
den here.
C. Okavango is a fairly new

introduction from plantsman
Bob Brown and is very long
blooming with heads of or-
ange and peach flowers,
while C. Paul’s Best Yellow
produces huge golden-yellow
flowers.
This is also a fantastic time

of year for ornamental 
grasses and cultivars of
Molinia caerulea, our native
purple moor grass. They are
at their shimmering best at
the moment.
A particular favourite of mine

is M. Karl Foerster, partly

because it’s named after the
legendary nurseryman who
did so much to revolutionise
landscape design but also
because it is a stunning plant.
The gossamer-like flower

heads emerge in shades of
purple before aging to gold
and combine beautifully with
many late summer flowering
perennials, including heleni-
ums, asters (now Eurybia
and Symphyotrichum), 
Persicaria and Veronica.
Weather permitting, it’s still

a busy time collecting seeds
of perennials as they ripen.
The seeds of Pulsatilla vul-

garis Papageno which I col-
lected and sowed last month
have germinated already and
are growing on well.
They’ll be ready to be

pricked out and potted up
individually in the next week
or so and overwintered in a

cool greenhouse or coldframe
to give them some protection
from the winter weather.
By the time the weather

warms up in the spring, they’ll
be good-sized plants ready
to go in the garden.
It’s not too late to do the

same with other perennials.
Sow seeds now of plants
such as aquilegia, nepeta,
francoa and geranium and
you’ll have a good crop of
young plants which can be
used to fill gaps in your bor-
ders next year.
I’ve been doing some sum-

mer pruning of the espalier

apple trees, partly to give
them a bit of a tidy-up but
also to expose the fruit to
the sunlight to help them
ripen.
The trees will get a winter

pruning later on to thin out
any congested spurs as well
as remove any diseased or
damaged wood.
It’s quite noticeable this year

that, while the espalier trees,
which are growing on a
south-facing wall, are laden
with fruit, the trees in the or-
chard have hardly any apples
on them at all.
The late frosts in the spring

are responsible for that; the
blossom in the orchard was
very badly damaged but the
trees growing against the
wall really benefited from the
protection it gave them.
Growing fruit trees against

a wall is worth trying if space
in your garden is limited.

Buying espalier or fan-
trained trees can be expen-
sive but it is relatively easy
to train young trees into
shape and just takes a bit
longer before they start to
produce reasonable quanti-
ties of fruit.
Depending on how shel-

tered your garden is, you
needn’t limit yourself to ap-
ples, pears or plums.
Apricots can be grown out-

side in the UK and there are
a few cultivars which have
been bred to suit our climate
and, if you’re feeling adven-
turous, how about trying nec-
tarines or peaches.
I grow mine under glass

but in a lower, sheltered gar-
den it would be possible to
grow them outside.
As with all home grown pro-

duce, once you have tried it
you will not want to go back
to shop bought.

Slightest hint of Autumn

We hear from gardening columnist Helen Knowles as the seasons start to change

Helenium Inula hookeri

Ornamental grasses

Crocosmia masoniorum
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TWICE Brewed Inn sits on
the edge of the Military
Road (B6318) which runs
parallel to Hadrian’s Wall
from Heddon-on-the-wall
and eventually comes out
at Skippers Bridge.
After an hour’s circular walk

on the wall from Steel Rigg
to Sycamore Gap, we
stopped for lunch at the inn
where we had booked a
table.
Since the lockdown was

lifted, most restaurants are
operating a booking system
only which helps them man-

age the numbers and
control the track and trace
system.
The last time we ate,

and drank, here was on
March 21, the 
Saturday before lockdown
so it was a very different
experience this time.
At the entrance, we

were met by a member
of staff wearing PPE who
took our temperatures
and checked our details.

The bar, where we would
normally find a table, was
being kept as the over-flow.
We were led through to the

back function room which
was laid out in a very organ-
ised fashion with tables two
metres apart and tape around
each table.
The staff wore masks and

were aware of the two-metre
distance. We felt very safe
and well cared for.
We decided, after working

up an appetite on Hadrian’s
Wall, to opt for the Sunday

Roast which was a choice
of beef, chicken or lamb. We
chose the beef.
We waited no time at all

and when it arrived, we 
couldn’t believe the size of
the portion; it was huge.
I couldn’t quite finish mine

but Alan polished his off no
bother and washed it down
with a pint of their own real
ale. 
They also have an on-site

brewery and tap room where
they brew a range of real
ales to satisfy beer lovers
from around the world and a
selection of artisan gins and
liqueurs distilled on site.
The ales are named after

the various sites along the
wall such as: Steel Rigg, 
Vindolanda IPA, Ale Caesar
and Sycamore Gap.
They also sell merchandise

and offer brewery tours, 
although these have been
suspended until further in-
formation is issued on
COVID-19. 

I thoroughly recommend a
visit. It has a lovely cosy 
atmosphere with log-burning
stoves and great service

throughout. 

Beautiful sunset in Port Appin captured by Liz Elliot of Langholm
Camera: i-phone XR:

The E&L Gallery

Restaurant Review : 
TWICE BREWED INN

Bardon Mill
Northumberland

August 2020

Reviewer:
Sharon Tolson

RAVE REVIEWS...restaurants...film...theatre...music...activities...travel...

The Twice Brewed Inn at Bardon Mill is on the side of the 
B6318 ‘Roman Road’



Amy Hill of Canonbie reflects on the successes of
community land buy-outs in Scotland as Langholm
makes plans to buy 10,500 acres of its own moor.

COMMUNITY buy-outs
have taken place in 
Scotland for more than 100
years.
Over the past few decades
there have been a number
of historic and successful
buy-outs.
Partly as a result of the   
Community Land (Scotland)
Act of 2003 and the resultant
funding offer of the Scottish
Land Fund, there is a growing
number of communities
which have opted to take
matters into their own hands.
Many well-known buy-outs
have taken place on Scottish
islands, including Eigg, Ulva,
Rùm, Lewis and Harris and
South Uist.
Whether buying a full estate
or forests, hills or even build-
ings, these projects have 
become more common in
Scotland.
Each project has a different
focus, whether it be employ-
ment, education, conserva-
tion or economy, and each
has presented its own chal-
lenges.
One of Scotland’s most suc-
cessful community buy-outs
is that of the Isle of Eigg in
1997 when £1.5m was raised
to buy an island which had
suffered from absentee
landowners, rising unemploy-
ment and a depleting popu-
lation.
In the 20 years since the
buy-out the island’s popula-
tion has tripled to more than
100.
They have installed micro-

hydro, solar and wind power
projects which produce most
of its electricity and has wel-
comed an upsurge in wildlife
tourism.
However, the successes of
buy-outs are hard-won and
the rewards don’t happen
overnight.
The North West Mull 
Community Woodland 
Company took ownership of
the island of Ulva on June
21, 2018 after a successful
community buy-out supported
by the Scottish Land Fund.
The island, which used to
be inhabited by some 600
residents, now holds just a
few households. The 
challenge of repopulating the
island is vast.
Although hundreds of peo-
ple have registered their 
interest in living there, the
homes of the island’s past
now lie dilapidated and there
is very little infrastructure to
support a larger community.

Long term
The community have their
eyes on the long term, with
recent projects such as 
repairs to the slipway and
pier on the island signalling
the first steps in their journey
towards regrowth and repop-
ulation.
Community buy-outs 
are not limited to Scotland’s 
islands. The Assynt Founda-
tion led a landmark commu-
nity land buy-out of the     
Glencanisp and Drumrunie
Estates in the north-west

Highlands; the Knoydart
Foundation bought and now
manage the Knoydart penin-
sula in Lochaber; and, closer
to home, the Mull of Galloway
was bought by the Mull of
Galloway Trust in 2013.
Of course, even after funds
have been raised to buy the
land, there are long-term
costs relating to its upkeep
and management.
Successful buy-outs have,

therefore, taken innovative
approaches to bringing 
renewed employment and 
income into the area.
The Mull of Galloway Trust
rents out its lighthouse cot-
tages and runs an environ-
mentally-friendly tearoom.

RSPB
It has a close relationship
with RSPB which rents a cot-
tage in the area as a wildlife
interpretation centre.
Eco-friendly campsites are
popular in a number of buy-
outs, for example, in Gigha
where plans are in place for
a new campsite to enhance
tourism.
Funding opportunities often
help to get these projects
underway: Gigha secured
£135,000 from Highlands &
Islands Enterprise and
£171,000 from the Rural
Tourism Infrastructure Fund.
Although there are many
more projects than those
mentioned here, community
land buy-outs in Scotland all
seem to have one thing in
common: they all have the
future in mind.
The challenges in the short
term might be daunting but
the long-term resilience and
sustainability they can offer
to communities is invaluable.
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From Galloway to Knoydart

The boat terminal on the Isle of Ulva. The island now owned by the North West Mull Community Woodland Company
Photo by Zenit

South Uist is another example of a successful community buy-out
Photo: Tom Richardson

The Mull of Galloway is now owned by The Mull of Galloway Trust 
Photo: A M Hurrell
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

E&L CLASSIFIED

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

OPTICIAN

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

CURRENTLY ONLY ACCEPTING
EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS

E&L JOB SPOT

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE
ADVERTISER 
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint
about anything in the Eskdale &
Liddesdale Advertiser you can
come into the office and speak to
the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your
complaint has been handled you
may write to the Company
Secretary at:

Muckle Toon Media CIC,
Ashleybank House, Langholm

DG13 0AN.

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

RBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED

Ashleybank Investments Ltd is a Langholm based family
office, managing property/ investments and providing support
services to a range of local charities and social enterprises.

The role:
General accounting duties including sales & purchase ledger,•
bank reconciliations and credit control.
Preparation of reports using Excel.•
Assist with preparation of VAT returns and year end activities.•
General administrative duties as required.•

Requirements:
Strong IT skills, including being proficient in the use of Excel•
and a computerised accounts package.

The person:
A motivated individual with strong organisational skills and the•
ability to work to a high standard.

This is a permanent role with the hours and package dependent
upon the applicant.

Please apply or arrange a call by emailing John Hilditch via
john@ashleybank.co.uk

Accounts Administrator
Langholm

EE&&LL
JJOOBBSS

advertise in the 
E & L Advertiser

you’ll be surprised 
how little it costs!

To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012 The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012

catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk



Cricket
A FITTING victory was claimed
by Langholm when they played
Hawick and Wilton for the Gordon
Johnstone memorial trophy on
their home ground.
Langholm have been playing 

Hawick for 161 years so it was the
ideal match to welcome back club
cricket to the Castleholm.
Langholm won by eight wickets

as they chased down Hawick’s total
of 78, with Gregor Park scoring an
unbeaten 55.
The Hawick skipper won the toss

and elected to bat. Langholm struck
straight away when Welsh gave
Gregor Park an easy catch off 
Stevie Johnstone's bowling to leave
Hawick 4 for 1.

Langholm kept play tight in the
field and this led to two run-outs
which had a huge impact on the
result of the match.
Stuart Hair was run out ambling

for a single, with Ross Rae throwing
down the stumps and in the next
over Ross repeated the feat when
running out Hawick skipper Ronan
Alexander for 7. This left the visitors
on 17 for 3.
Solley was bowled off his legs by

Donaldson to leave Hawick in deep
trouble at 19 for 4.
The experienced Gary Alexander

joined Huisaman and they cau-
tiously edged Hawick to respectabil-
ity.
With the score on 52, Alexander

was bowled by Graham Park for

11 and in the next over a couple of
blows by Huisaman took the score
to 71 but he fell when bowled by
Park after making a valuable 30.
Seven was added in the last two

overs for the loss of three wickets.
Chris Stewart picked up two and
Ross Rae 1 as Hawick finished
their 20 overs on 78 for 9.
Stewart had 2 for 2, Park 2 for

16, Rae 1 for 5, Johnstone 1 for 6
and Donaldson 1 for 18.
Langholm started badly as Duggan

fell for 0 in the first over but, after
that, it was pretty much plain sailing
as Gregor Park, not for the first
time in his career, put the Hawick
attack to the sword.
Nick Piszczykiewicz fell for 12

with the score on 21 but no further

wickets fell and Langholm passed
the Hawick total in the 17th over
with Park 55 not out and Tony
Steele 13 not out.
Graham Park collected the trophy

from Derek Johnstone.
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Sports News
Thursday August 27, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
WEDNESDAY 16th sePTEMBER

SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Hounds
THE senior trail in blustery winds at
Middlemoss last Saturday produced a
narrow win for Newcastleton hound 
Polaris.

Six hounds were slipped and the first
sighting of them was at the road crossing
where Jazzle led them over the road. Polaris
and Tynemouth were close behind.

When they came on to the finish, the
order had changed and Polaris had a nice
lead over Fire Belle and Fire Gun but, as
the whistles went on, Fire Belle started to
close on the leader.

A slight tumble on the rough ground put
paid to her attempt to pass and Polaris
won by half a length.

This was his second senior win, much to
the delight of co-owner Gillian Telford.

In the senior graded trail there was also
an entry of six hounds.

At the road Delta Scope was going well,
with Castle Clansman and Buster Moon
hot on his tail.

Splendid Mikey was just in front of Fire
Bolt and Tommy Moon in sixth.

When they appeared on the finish, Delta
Scope and Castle Clansman had a nice
lead over the rest of the field and Delta
Scope finished strongly to win.

Clansman did his usual slow-down on
the finish to let Fire Bolt in for third.

This was Delta Scope’s second win and
he now moves up to senior level.

Eight pups were slipped and Time Will
Tell led over the road, with Border Brow
and Border Brae in second and third.

By the time they arrived on the finish,
Time Will Tell had stretched his lead to a
good 100 yards but stopped short of the

line and a fast-finishing Matilda sped past
to record her first win.

Diggle Boy finished well to snatch second
as Time will Tell came on again to get
third.

The largest entry of the day was the open
maidens with 13 runners.

They were led along the top of the hill
by Overwater Stanley, Red Hot Bob and
Pirate Jake.

Overwater Stanley was still in front as
they crossed the road and down into the
bottom but the rest of the field were in
close contention.

The leader appeared first on the finish
and was in total command as he strode
home for his third maiden class win.

Pirate Jake maintained his improving
form to finish a couple of lengths behind
in second and Bella Moon ran well to take
third on her first outing this season.

Spadeadam, Wednesday, August 19
Seniors: Fire Gun, Fire Belle, Polaris, Splendid

Mikey, Class Mo Salah, Tynemouth. 6 ran. 24.16.
Pups: Border Brow, Diggle Boy, Time Will

Tell, Delta Status,  Border Brae, Just William. 9
ran. 19.10.

Open graded: Jazzle, Delta Scope, Pirate Jake,
Fire Lass, Fire Gem, Castle Clansman. 17 ran.
18.01.

Middlemoss Saturday, August 22
Seniors: Polaris, Fire Belle, Fire Gun, Jazzle,

Class Mo Salah, Tynemouth. 6 ran. 25.01.
Senior graded: Delta Scope, Fire Bolt, Splendid

Mikey, Buster Moon, Castle Clansman, Tommy
Moon. 6 ran. 26.28.

Pups: Matilda, Diggle Boy, Time Will Tell,
Border Brow, Border Brae, Delta 
Status. 8 ran. 14.54.

Open maidens: Overwater Stanley, Pirate Jake,
Bella Moon, Red Hot Bob, Fire Lass, Lucky
Charm. 13 ran. 14.11.

Winners Trevor Parnell, Tom Armstrong and Nicky Dunn with Karl Nawrocki

Bowling bonanza
at both clubs

Bowling
LANGHOLM NEW TOWN

THE New Town bowling club
held a club pairs’ competition
with an entry of 24 names.

The winners were David Reid
and Luke Tolson who beat 
Gordon Stewart and Eric Beattie
in the final.

Last Saturday the club held
the Mary McKone pairs’ com-
petition.

Fourteen pairs competed and
the winners were Eck Christie
and Ian Scott who beat Roy
Park and Ronnie Johnstone in
the final.

Thanks go to Lesley and Colin
Reid for donating prizes for
the winners and to the members
who donated raffle prizes.

The club plans to have a
round-robin triples on Saturday,

September 12 for members as
a closing day competition for
the COVID-19 season.

____________________

LANGHOLM OLD TOWN

LANGHOLM Old Town
bowling club held their club
triples which was played in
two sections of four.
The winners qualified for the
final. The final winners were
Nicky Dunn, Trevor Parrell and
Tom Armstrong and the beaten
finalists were Stewart Paisley,
Elma Aitken and Janice Nicol.

Polaris is a star

E&L
SPORT

Langholm’s fitting victory for Gordon

Gillian Telord with Polaris

Stellar finish from Gillian’s pride and joy


