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YOU CANNOT
BE SERIOUS!

IS THIS HOW THE TOWN COULD LOOK IF THE PLANNERS GET THEIR WAY? : PAGES 8 & 9

Frightening photos

Artist’s impression of how proposed flood defences may look
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Church reopens for worship
By the Rev Dr Robert Pickles

LANGHOLM parish church
will reopen for worship this 
Sunday in its 175th year.
The united congregation of
Langholm, Eskdalemuir, Ewes
and Westerkirk is grateful to those
in Ewes who made us all welcome
as well as to the trustees and
friends of Westerkirk during the
sojourn of the last month.
We have now gained permission
to reopen based on a three-metre
exclusion zone around the church
which is deemed to be at risk
from the masonry.
This means we may no longer
enter through the main door but
have good access up the ramp
and through the side door.

The usual guidelines apply: two-
metre social distance; regular sani-
tising; no singing; offering at the
door.
This Sunday is also important
because I celebrate 40 years to
the day when I began my ministry
or work in the church.
This was in England and I’ve
been part of the Church of Scotland
ministry since June 2003.
My wife and I also celebrate
our 38th wedding anniversary this
month.
We’ve already received a Tiffany
lamp from friends to mark the
occasion of ordination.
Unfortunately, because of
COVID-19, there will be no social
recognition.

Recovery plan
Politicians respond to new programme

Rev Dr Robert Pickles

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

Deaths

A SECOND push towards Scottish
independence will deflect efforts
to revive the economy, politicians
in Eskdale and Liddesdale have
claimed.
On Tuesday First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon announced the Programme
for Government in parliament.
South Scotland Labour MSP Colin
Smyth described it as a missed 
opportunity.
He welcomed the commitment to
take “the first step on the road to a
National Care Service” but believes
the focus on publishing another 
independence referendum bill is the
wrong priority.
The COVID-19 pandemic had
made the need for a national care
service clearer than ever.
He said: “COVID-19 has hit every
part of our society, no more so than
care homes which have been the
epicentre of the pandemic.
“A review into social care is wel-
come but we don't have a timescale
which is disappointing.
“I hope it leads to a national 
service. We need to tackle the scan-
dal of care staff being paid so poorly
and remove the profit motive from
the care of our oldest and most 
vulnerable citizens.”
He added: “The news that another
independence referendum bill will
be published in the next few months
shows this government is ultimately
obsessed by one thing alone.
“This is a missed opportunity to
focus on the immediate priorities
of improving our health service,
tackling the huge attainment gap in
schools and creating jobs to minimise
the economic downturn.”
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire
MSP, said: "I was hugely disap-
pointed to hear the First Minister
use her statement as another 
opportunity to bang the drum for
independence at this time of huge
uncertainty.

"This was a real opportunity to
unite the country, focus on jobs and
work together with opposition 
parties.
"There were some important 
aspects in the statement, like in-
creased spending on infrastructure,
which the Scottish Conservatives
had called for, but no specific 
mention of the crucial A75 which
is so important for our region."
Rachael Hamilton, Ettrick, 
Roxburgh and Berwicksire MSP,
criticised the government for putting
independence before the Borders
economy. No new policies were
proposed for the Borders.
She said: “This is another example
of the government disregarding our
area and failing to offer support to
manufacturing businesses.
“Small businesses have lost out
and it is damaging jobs and the
economic prospects of thousands
of Scots. The programme leaves
much to be desired.”
Ms Sturgeon said ensuring 
Scotland’s economic, health and 
social recovery from the coronavirus

was the focus of the programme.
She said the government would
prioritise work to suppress the virus,
building on its commitment to
COVID-19 testing, contact tracing
and surveillance.
The response would be bolstered
with the launch of Protect Scotland,
a new proximity tracing app, later
this month.
She set out the government’s plans
for renewal, while ensuring a green
recovery is at the heart of the eco-
nomic recovery, with job creation,
support for health and well-being
and work to tackle inequalities all
high on the agenda.
The pandemic had shown the need
for a radical rethink of social care.
An independent review of the care
system would be established to 
examine how adult social care could
be most effectively reformed to 
deliver a national approach to care
and support services. 
A £100m green jobs fund would
be created and an inward investment
plan would create 100,000 high-
value jobs over the next decade.

COOMBES

Peacefully in the Alexandra Unit, Dumfries
Infirmary, on 19th August 2020. Bryan Coombes
much loved husband of Evelyn (Morrison) and
father of Helen. 
Funeral was held on Monday 31st August. 
Donations, if desired, to Cancer Research UK.

J & A Hodgson
134 High Street,  Annan

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by the following 
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from the community of Langholm.
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The Scottish
Government
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Nicola Sturgeon announces her programme for government in Parliament

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church service on 
6th September will be in
LANGHOLM Church

at 10.30am
no service at Ewes

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

WALLER

On August 30th 2020, in Dumfries Infirmary,
Ronald Frederick Waller, aged 84 years, Billholm
Cottages, Westerkirk, beloved husband of Sandra
and dearly loved father of Tanya and Susan.

D W  Erskine
Undertaker

013873 81251



A THREE-YEAR-OLD’S curiosity about her late
grandad “in the sky” has prompted the toddler to
do a charity walk.
Daisy Morrow, granddaughter of Peter and Liz Forsyth

of Langholm, is doing her Big Walk this Saturday to
raise money for the British Heart Foundation.
She has so far raised more than £1,700 and hopes to

raise lots more.
She is walking round Talkin Tarn twice, a distance of

about two miles, with her sister Grace, seven months,
and cousin Lucie, two months, who share their grandad
in the sky, along with parents, David and Emma Morrow
(Forsyth) and 10 of her friends and family.
Daisy's grandad, Eddie Morrow of Roweltown, had a

fatal heart attack in 2016, the year before Daisy was
born.
Daisy often talks about her grandad in the sky and,

being an inquisitive three year old, started asking why
he was only in pictures.
Liz said: “We explained he had a very poorly heart so

she asked what would make him better and come out
of the sky.
“We told her his heart was too poorly to make better

now but there was a charity called the British Heart
Foundation which did amazing research so other boys
and girls' grandads didn't need to go in the sky.
“It was from there that Daisy decided to do her big

walk and the generosity we have witnessed has been
remarkable.”

To donate go to
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emma-morrow5
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Burns club
stays safe
LANGHOLM Ladies Burns Club
committee members met infor-
mally at the Buccleuch Centre
and, over delicious coffee and
cake, discussed the future of the
club for the coming year. 
It was agreed, because of safety
issues surrounding coronavirus
and the problem of finding a
venue, the club would be in
abeyance for this year.
Anne Hislop, treasurer, spoke
of the donation of £75 she had
sent from the club to the Doddie
Weir Foundation.
The money came from the guest
speakers at the anniversary dinner
in January, who had kindly 
declined their expenses. 
Anne read a charming letter of
thanks from Doddie expressing
appreciation for such a welcome
donation.
It was agreed to continue to
judge the primary school’s annual
Burns verse competition.
Although the club is unable to
meet, it will have to pay the annual
dues to the Robert Burns World
Federation.
This is a substantial amount so
it would be appreciated if members
felt able to contribute their usual
annual subscription of £5.
An envelope with this amount
and the name on the front can be
left either at The Paper Shop,
thanks to Billy Young, or put
through the letterbox at either 22
or 35 Caroline Street. Many thanks
in advance.
The committee hopes all mem-
bers remain well and they can
meet again in 2021.
If possible, the opening night
will be more of a social evening
to catch up with each other’s
news.

____________________

Tattie bag
weigh-in
THE weigh-in for the second 
annual Langholm vs Eaglesfield
Tattie-bag competition will take
place at the Chillitunnel,
Langholm Social Club at 2pm
this Saturday, and with a record
last year of 3lbs 7 ounces and
having had a great growing season
this year, there's everything to
weigh for!
Any competitors needing assis-
tance getting their bags to the
Club, please contact Mark on
80548.

Centre bids for funding
to survive the long term
Langholm’s popular performing arts venue is vital to economy
THE trustees of the Buccleuch
Centre in Langholm have 
applied for funding from 
Creative Scotland to help
keep the venue running.
If the application is successful,
the popular arts and entertain-
ment venue will be able to sur-
vive until next March.
Gavin Graham, who chairs
the board, spoke to the E&L
Advertiser from his own per-
sonal perspective and not for
the trustees or staff.
He said: “We have just com-
pleted the application to 
Creative Scotland for funding
and it will enable us, if suc-
cessful, to survive to March
2021 and, hopefully, longer.
“We hope to produce 
Buccleuch Live performances
between now and March.
“We already have promises
from many of the artistes who

have regularly visited the centre
and they will provide short clips
which we will show on various
platforms.”

Vaccine
Looking to the long term, he
added: “I think we won’t be
able to function properly until
there is a vaccine and that could
be another year away.
“The centre has had to look
at different ways of reaching
its customers and, hopefully,
will survive this difficult time.
Maybe we will be even stronger
as a result of it.”
Gavin hopes they will know
about the application in about
a month.
He added: “I’m not jumping
my guns because there will
likely be many people chasing
too little money. I will say that,
if it’s effort, which measures
success, we deserve it because

of the number of hours’ work
and sleepless nights.
“As usual, David Stevenson
has been a great help, along
with Alan Weatherstone, Neil
Gass and Peter Renwick.
“The centre is vital to
Langholm’s economy and, if
we don't succeed in this appli-
cation, I fear for the future.”

On the issue of social dis-
tancing, he said: “Personally, I
believe two metres is the correct
distance and I worry that this
winter we will get another peak
of the virus.
“From an audience point of
view, if reduced to one metre,
it will still cause problems, 
although may increase the 

audience by a few more.
“When we see what happens
in bars and they have to close
again, I do think it will cause
problems.

Review
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, is urging the Scottish
government to review the two-
metre social distancing guidance
for small cinemas and theatres.
Several small venues have
asked him why the rule for
pubs, bars and restaurants is
one metre, while cinemas and
theatres have to enforce two.
Smaller venues will suffer
from the tiny numbers they are
allowed to cater for and, unless
the guidance is reviewed, many
will not continue to operate.
“Unless the government works
fast, some venues simply won’t
open until next year, if at all.
That means more job losses.”
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Daisy’s big walk for her late
grandad comes from the heart

Daisy Morrow, three, will do a sponsored
walk for the British Heart Foundation
in memory of her grandad “in the sky”

The Buccleuch Centre plays an important part in the life of the town

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets



LISA Hislop of Terrona, Langholm has graduated a
BA with first-class honours in international business
management with French from Napier University.
Sadly, there was no graduation and her degree certificate
was sent in the post. Her family are all very proud of her.
Lisa, who is Bomb and Frances Hislop’s daughter, has
secured a job in Harvey Nichols in Edinburgh.
She wants to use her degree to work in the charity 
sector.
She had a job lined up with the Edinburgh Festival,
which was cancelled, and she is doing voluntary work.
She is looking at doing a Masters next year but is
pleased to have a retail job until then when, hopefully,
things will be more normal.
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Impressive degree for Lisa

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Lisa Hislop of Terrona graduates with her 
graduation certificate from Napier University

Simple
pleasures
IT WAS an okay kind of day. It was
his birthday. A treat. Yes, I will take
him on a drive; but is it safe? 
Equipped with masks and hand sani-
tiser, we turned left at Langholm Brig.
We will head for Copshaw.
However, just as we turned up the
road we spied Whitshiels Cafe. It
looked so clean and tidy and, as for
the log cabins, they are nothing short
of splendid,
Yes, we will reverse and have a
slap-up breakfast at Whitshiels. We
sat outside, the wee table and chairs
were so comfortable and we were
sheltered from the slight breeze as
we sat at the side of the building.
The cheery waitress came along
very quickly and, in no time, our orders
were in front of us.
The food was excellent and there
was so much that some was left but
the pleasure of being out and about
since lockdown was a simple but great
pleasure.
On and up to the White Yett. As we
drove on, we noticed trees had been
cut down and realised how long it
was since we had been up there;
maybe two years.
What were we thinking of? We live
in a beautiful area where a short jour-
ney can fill one with peace and tran-
quility and, best of all, joy.
As we passed all this beauty, we
were filled with awe. The heather was
at its most vibrant and we both mar-
velled at it, saying we had never seen
it so lovely.
Each stretch of road revealed more
stunning scenery; we felt we had
never seen it before and said we
must do this more often. The road to
Copshaw must be unique, giving so

much simple pleasure.
We arrived in Copshaw where so
many cars were parked. A friendly
gentleman guided us out, turning right
along the street towards Canonbie.
We had intended to buy some tasty
bites for lunch at the baker but, being
full of breakfast, felt we would need
no lunch.
Along the road we saw, in the dis-
tance, the Lake District mountains
and the Solway Firth glimmering in
the sunshine.
In Canonbie we stopped at the wee
corner shop and post office where
we bumped into some friends and,
standing the recommended distance
from each other and wearing masks,
we had a grand blether.
We turned homeward along the A7
and arrived in our beloved town.
The whole trip must have been
maybe fewer than 20 miles but the
simple pleasure it brought to us was
beyond words.
If you are feeling a bit low, hit the
Whita road to Copshaw. It will lift
your spirits with its simple pleasure.

Haddow
Langholm

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Surprise 
hamper
TO THE anonymous person/s who
very kindly nominated us for the
hamper boxes from Browns Family
Butchers, thank you very much.
We were both overwhelmed and

speechless which, if you know both
of us, you will know doesn’t happen
very often.
Thank you again for your kindness.

It was very much appreciated.

Kerry Hinds and Sue Toon
Langholm COVID-19 

Support Group

Hearty
thanks
to ‘oor ain’
JANET Nixon and I would like
to say a big thank you to our
families and friends who went
out of their way to help when
Janet’s bedroom ceiling came
down recently.
A special thank you to the won-

derful tradespeople of the town who
went above and beyond to help us
at this difficult time.
Thanks go to Kevan and Ruairi

Hotson, the builders who had the
unenviable job of removing the old
ceiling and replacing it with fresh
plasterboards, Ian Bell who made
a lovely job of decorating the bed-
room, Robert Rae the plumber who
replaced the radiator and, last but
not least, the lads at Latimers who
were so responsive in our hour of
need.
It warms our hearts to know these

people jumped to our aid, often
squeezing work for us into their
busy schedules.
Langholm really is a place which

is quick to “help their ain”.  What
a lovely community we live in. A 
heartfelt thank you to all.

Margaret Dunn
Buccleuch Terrace

Langholm

Haddow recommends the simple pleasures
of the Copshaw Road
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Langholm town hall
public services open

Langholm
ceramicist
THE E&L Advertiser would
like to apologise to Sophie
Jarzyna of Langholm for the
headline “Canonbie potter
shows great talent at the wheel”
in last week’s edition.
Unfortunately, Upland CIC,

which issued the press release,
described Sophie as being based
in Canonbie which is incorrect.
Sophie, who received an

Emerging Artist bursary in
February, was born and brought
up in Langholm.
She will take part in Spring

Fling next month and exhibit
her pottery alongside fine artist
Michael Batey from October
10 to 12 in the Art Corner
Gallery in Langholm.

____________________

Building
approved
DAVID Graham of Hillhead,
Chapelknowe has received
unconditional approval from 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Council’s planners to build a
general-purpose agricultural
building.

Library and council customers can use computers and pay bills
RESIDENTS in Eskdale are
being welcomed back to the
council’s customer service cen-
tre in Langholm town hall.
The centre is open for only

two days a week and will offer
only a limited number of ser-
vices.
On Monday and Wednesday

from 10am to 2pm people can
return and collect library books
and from 3pm to 5pm they can
use the public access computers
and apply for NEC and blue
badges, by appointment only.
They can also pick up dog

bags or pay a bill.
Customers need to ring 01387

260196 to make appointments
for these services.
Other services will be gradu-

ally introduced over the coming
weeks.
Councillor Andy Ferguson

communities committee chair-
man, said: “We’ve taken steps
to protect service users and our
staff by deploying large screens
and sanitiser and we look for-
ward to welcoming people.

“It’s worth checking the web-
site before visiting because some
services need an appointment
and opening times have altered
for most sites.”
The council’s museums and

galleries have also started to 
reopen after their enforced clo-
sure because of the coronavirus.
By Tuesday this week, all of

them had opened. Visitors are
encouraged to book and can do
so at www.dgculture.co.uk or
call the Midsteeple Box Office
on 01387 253383.
The box office is open from

Tuesday to Saturday from 10am
to 1pm.

Testing
There has been a sharp spike

in COVID-19 testing requests
since the schools went back
three weeks ago, particularly
from parents concerned for their
children.
NHS Dumfries & Galloway

says this is understandable but
it is important that testing is
undertaken only when it is 

appropriate to do so.
The region is fortunate that

the prevalence of COVID-19
remains relatively low.
This could change at any time,

particularly because people are
travelling and interacting more
as lockdown eases and the pop-
ulation has had very little 
exposure and little immunity.
Everyone must remain vigilant

and follow the Scottish govern-
ment guidance.
On testing for COVID-19, 

unless specifically directed, only
people who display one of three
well-established symptoms
should seek testing and isolate
with their household contacts
until test results are received.
These symptoms are a raised

temperature, the onset of a new

persistent cough and the loss of
or change to sense of taste or
smell.
Testing people, who have one

of these symptoms, helps ensure
that tests are not done unneces-
sarily and resources are used in
the most effective way.

Symptoms
If anyone has one of these

symptoms, a test can be arranged
at www.nhsinform.scot They do
not need to call NHS 24 to 
organise a test.
People working in health or

social care, the emergency ser-
vices or Dumfries and Galloway
Council, including education
staff, with symptoms should 
arrange a test through NHS
Dumfries & Galloway.
If anyone develops symptoms

and is ill and worried about
their health, they should call
NHS 24 on 111.
They should not call NHS 24

unless they feel they need med-
ical advice to deal with their
illness.

IN BRIEF

LANGHOLM and Canonbie
Schools Cluster is delighted
to announce the head boy and
girl for Langholm Academy in
2020.
They are Iona Stevens and

Callum Jeffrey.
The depute head pupils this

year are Cerys Gough and Ben
Winter.
The pupil mentors are Juliet

Weatherstone and Rachael
Donnelly.
The school would like to give

a huge well done to all involved.
Lauren McLean-Gill, cluster

headteacher, said: “The pupils’
letters of application, presenta-
tions and panel interviews were
of excellent quality and we are
proud of all of them.
Congratulations.”

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

The customer service centre in Langholm town hall has reopened

Academy’s head pupils

Callum Jeffrey, head boy, and Iona Stevens, head girl, of Langholm
Academy in 2020
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GARRY PHILLIPS Agricultural & Motor Engineers
C-Dax Weed Eliminator

2.3m Wiping Width
Optional 4.3m wiping width
with extra side wings

Price £2220 + VAT

NEW Polaris Ranger 902 Diesel
The fastest & most versatile diesel

UTV on the market today
Price from £12,594 +VAT

Polaris Ranger 570 Petrol
Price From £7940 +VAT

Polaris 570 Sportsman
Price From £5995 +VAT

Available Now0%
Finance  on*

2 Years Warranty   on all*

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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THE country’s principal sale of 8,048
Cheviot Mule ewe lambs and shearlings,
along with Cheviot Mule cross ewe
lambs and shearlings was held in Long-
town on Tuesday, August 25. 
The directors commend the full team of
hard-working staff at Longtown who
built a spectacular outdoor ring because
of COVID-19 which provided ample
space for social distancing and proved
sales could be held in line with govern-
ment regulations. 
Congratulations go to all Longtown Auc-
tion’s loyal vendors. It was clear to see a
lot of time and effort had been put into
the presentation of their sheep which, in
turn, was well rewarded.
Simply outstanding, well done. The di-
rectors and auctioneers thank all buyers
and vendors who travelled to Longtown
from as far afield as Caithness, Aberdeen,
Devon, Cornwall, Cheshire, Wales and
Northern Ireland and stood all day in
very trying weather to buy the finest
Cheviot Mule sheep in the country. 
Trade excelled all vendors’ expectations
and was red hot from start to finish. 
Cheviot Mule shearlings were first on
the cards achieving an average of £189.60
(+£49.03p on 2019). Topping the sale

was a pen of 16, realising an eyewatering
£230 and smashing the centre record for
a fine example of the breed, consigned
by M/s McIvor, Hartree Mill, whose run
of 50 went on to average £218.60 
Cheviot Mule ewe lambs sold to a blis-
tering trade, averaging a staggering
£131.53 (+£35.42p on 2019). The quality
of lambs put before a full ring of buyers
was second to none and testament to the
producers who took great pride in showing
their sheep. Topping the sale and again
smashing the centre record was a stylish
pen of 20 realising £200 consigned by
M/s Ridley, Ranbeck, Penrith who had
the second top price of £175. This run
of 188 lambs realised the top overall av-
erage of an astounding £155.80, while
M/s Hedley, Swinside, Townfoot had a
fantastic run of 138 lambs forward which
topped at the third highest price of the
day of £170. This run of very well-bred
lambs averaged the second highest av-
erage of the day, levelling at a marvellous
£153.15. Texel cross ewe lambs followed
suit and were very good to sell, achieving
an overall average of £117 (+£16 on
2019). Topping this section was a pen of
lovely lambs consigned by M/s M Strang-
Steel, Philiphaugh Estates, realising £142.

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
4,077 store lambs at the sale on Wednes-
day, August 26 at Longtown. 
Another marvellous quality show of
lambs attracted a large company of
buyers, with several from a distance.
Trade was sky high from start to finish
and all vendors left delighted. Many
more could easily have been sold.
The feature of the sale was a consignment
of 571 quality Suffolk and Texel lambs
from Craig Bradbury, Satchells, which
averaged £82.14, with Suffolks selling
to £91 and Texels at £87.50.  
Top price of £98 for Texels from Elmbank
with others to £96 Solwaybank and £90
Briery Square. Suffolks to £91 and £89.50
Satchells. Dutch Texels to £85 Briery
Square. Cheviot Mules to £80 Low Dub-
wath. Charollais to £79 Dunnabie House.
Greyface to £72.50 Hightown & Hep-
plehill, £69 Old Police House, £68 High
Burnfoot. North Cheviots to £74 Meikle
Whitriggs and £72.50 Elmbank. Hill
Cheviots to £72 Twislehope, £69 Gib-
blaston and £68 Longformacus. Romneys
to £60 Home Farm. Blackface to £59
School Road. Swaledale to £52.50
Wydoncleughside. Herdwick to £40 Ro-
manway. 

Feeding ewes to £100 Briery Square
with hill types to £67 Low Tipalt.  
The mart had forward 6,929 sheep com-
prising 3,408 prime lambs and 3,521
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, August 27.
Cast cows were a larger entry and con-
sisted of mainly native bred types; trade
remains similar for all classes. The sale
topped at £920 for an Angus from DJ &
M Moffat, Rigg Smiddy, Gretna; others
to £911 from AF & LA Holes, Demesne,
Bewcastle. Top price per kilo of 140p
for a Limousin from A Taylor & Son,
Hopestead, Eyemouth.   
A larger show of 3,408 prime lambs
sold to the same competitive ring of
buyers, with trade lifting a fantastic
20ppk on the week. Well-fleshed lambs
sold to extreme rates. Leaner types are
still better marketed on store days.
Commercial export lambs regularly
fetched 2.20ppk-2.25ppk, while the trade
of the day was the heavy lambs 45kg +
which are still in short supply and can
be sold to vendors’ advantage. 
The sale topped at 297p for a fantastic
Beltex lamb shown by S & A Moore,
Mains of Balhall, Angus. Top price per
head of £133 for Texel lambs from L &

N Shuttleworth, Drumburn, Dumfries.
Overall average of 221.5p (SQQ 218.9p).
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 297p
Mains of Balhall, 284p Little Swinburne,
273p, 271p Gallowberry, 270p West
Millhills. Texel 287p Greenburn, 275p
Merkland, 269p Cubbyhill, 264p Staffler.
Charollais 248p Shaw Head. Suffolk
245p Hillend, 243p Carsegowan, 238p
Guardsmill, 237p Fenton, 236p The Side
& Staffler. Blue Texel 239p Dunnabie
House. Mule 235p Rowanburnfoot, 218p
Fenwick, 211p Brisco Meadows & Sol-
main. Hampshire 234p Barnglies. Black-
face 230p Dranigower, 217p Chapel,
212p Albierigg. Cheviot 225p Catslack-
burn, 224p West Millhills. Herdwick
217p, 215p, 211p Clea Hall. Cheviot
Mule 209p West Millhills.
A smaller entry of 3,521 ewes sold to
similar rates with heavy ewes and best
Texel and Beltex ewes reaching high
rates of return. Topping the sale was a
penful of Texel ewes, sold to a top of
£174 from NR Edmondson, Ford Dairy,
Berwick.
Hill ewes continue to sell well, topping
at £74 for Blackface ewes from RJ Coul-
son & Son, High Staward, Hexham. 
Cast rams sold extreme rates, topping at

£200 for Texels from A & HC Smith,
Crumhaughhill, Hawick. 
Heavy ewes: Texel £174 Ford Dairy,
£166 Crumhaughhill, £162 Outertown,
£160, £156 Pallisburn Estate, £151
Crumhaughhill,  Beltex £148 Mains of
Balhall. Suffolk £135 Flex, £115 Tigh-
Na-Bruich, £114 Flex, £111 Merkland,
£110 Corriehills. Charollais £128 Middle
Farm. Bluefaced Leicester £118 Morley
Hill. North Country Cheviot £98 Auchlin,
£90 Bradley, £85 Northfield. Cheviot
Mule £97 Shaw Head, £95 Outertown,
£90 Grange. Mule £96 Windyhill, £95
Morley Hill, £91 Solmain, £90 Viewley
& Minsca.
Light ewes: Blackface £74 High Staward,
£72 Merkland & Minsca, £69 Nilston
Rigg. Cheviot £73 Tarrasfoot & Potholm,
£69 Auchlin, £67 Hopsrigg, £64 Tarras-
foot & Sorbietrees. Kerry Hill £66 Ewart
Drive. Swaledale £53 Nunscleugh, £52
Spoutbank.
Rams: Texel £200, £175 Crumhaughhill,
£152 Golden Lane, £148, £145
Crumhaughhill. Bluefaced Leicester £127
Morley Hill. Beltex £116 Waterloo, £106
Upper Tinwald. Charollais £112 Golden
Lane. North Country Cheviot £100
Bradley. Suffolk £100 Waterloo.

Around the marts

Better decisions on
land use benefit all

Help dairy disease
research project
DAIRY farmers in Eskdale
and Liddesdale are being asked
to help with a project research-
ing the prevalence of an in-
fectious condition in herds.
Scotland’s Rural College

(SRUC) originally put out the
call for dairy farmers to get 
involved in the Mycoplasma
bovis (M. bovis) study in 
February. It’s now set to resume
after a hiatus during lockdown.
M. bovis is an infectious con-

dition which can cause a range
of symptoms in dairy cattle, 
including pneumonia and middle
ear disease in calves and lame-
ness and mastitis in adult cattle. 
Infections are often longstand-

ing and difficult to treat because
the most commonly-used 
antibiotics are ineffective against
the bacteria.
Some infected cattle show no

sign of disease. They will remain
in the herd and act as a contin-
uous source of infection to the
others. 

Clinically-diseased animals,
which recover, may also become
carriers of M. bovis and are a
source of infection in the herd.
Infections with M. bovis can

result in lower milk production,
reduced milk quality, poor
growth of calves, abortions and
infertility. 
M. bovis is spread via direct

contact, the environment, 
namely, in the milking parlour,
feed buckets and teats, bedding,
milk, colostrum and semen.
Operating a closed-herd policy

significantly reduces the like-
lihood of introducing M. bovis. 
In general, best-practice clean-

ing and disinfection of calf
feeding equipment and the milk-
ing parlour as well as pasteuris-
ing cows’ milk and colostrum
limits the risk of transmission
in the herd.
Dairy farmers interested in

the project can email mycoplas-
mabovis@sruc.ac.uk or text
07785 382 371.

DECISIONS made about
land, which take the long view
and consider the impact on
people’s lives, the environment
and communities, will result
in greater public benefit.
That’s the message to land

owners and managers in a new
Land Rights and Responsibili-
ties Protocol, published by the
Scottish Land Commission.
The protocol on good stew-

ardship of land states that when
significant change is being pro-
posed for an urban or rural
landscape, landowners, man-
agers and users have an oppor-
tunity to shape and guide the
change in a way which delivers
mutual benefits and enhances
land for future generations.

There are many examples of
good practice.
People with an interest in land

contribute significantly to the
economy and for public benefit
by producing food, providing
housing, creating employment
or contributing to nature con-
servation.
The protocol suggests owners

and managers routinely consider
whether there are opportunities
to make more productive use
of land or buildings.
The commission is keen to

hear about positive examples
of good working relationships
and welcomes information
about successful collaboration
between landowners and com-
munities to inform case studies. 

The Castleholm in Langholm, owned by Buccleuch, is shared for various
activities such as the cattle show, cricket matches, the Common Riding,
flapping and the Muckle Toon Doctors’ Run
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Patricia joins Gareth’s
lockdown charity choir

SINGING under the baton
of Gareth Malone, accompa-
nied by the London Symphony
Orchestra, has helped one
Langholm resident through
the lockdown.
Patricia McTaggart, who lives

in Meikleholmside, answered
the call to join Malone’s Great
British Home Chorus which
brought together 11,000 singers
from all over the world.
Patricia, who formerly lived

in Kirkcudbright, did not pluck
up the courage to join in straight
away, merely watching the first
week’s rehearsal, but for the
second week she was in good
voice.
She said: “I heard about the

choir on Radio 4; Esther
Rantzen put out a call to bring
people together and keep them
busy so they would not be men-
tally harmed during lockdown.
“I sat and sang in my living

room, with Gareth teaching us.
Everyone recorded their parts
and sent them to him.”
The choir recorded four songs:

You Are My Sunshine; Ordinary
World; I’m Still Standing; and
Somewhere Only We Know.
All the profits from the EP

will go to NHS Charities 
Together.

Patricia, who is disabled,
added: “Having the orchestra
made it really wonderful and,
of course, it was tip-top with
Gareth.

Fantastic
“I can’t believe 11,000 people

were singing. I also got quite a
shock when the video came
out and I was in it. We did
videos of them all; it was just
fantastic.
“I used to be in a choir in

Kirkcudbright but I broke my
leg and couldn’t walk anymore.
“I’ve been away from it for a

couple of years so it took me a
while to back into it but I’ve
made a lot of friends.
“The choir is keeping going

and there are about 3,500 of us
on Facebook, the Great British
Chorus Friends.
“Through the friends page we

made a thank you recording
for Gareth of Abba’s Thank
You For The Music. It’s beau-
tiful and I can’t believe how
we sound.
“I’ve lived in Langholm for

less than a year but I enjoy liv-
ing here. I’m involved in the
church as much as I can and
everyone has been really nice
since I came.”
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Move your body,
improve your mood.

For tips on staying active to look after your 
mental health visit clearyourhead.scot

Patricia McTaggart of Langholm contributed to an EP of songs with the
Great British Home Choir to raise money for NHS Charities Together

Langholm singer tunes up with another 11,000 participants to record videos
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Is this what they’ll do to Bonnie Langholm?

The suspension bridge from Elizabeth Street 

With the wall in place and the trees removed, this is the view people will see as they reach the suspension bridge in Elizabeth Street

The River Esk as it is currently viewed from the suspension bridge looking towards Langholm bridge

From the suspension bridge looking upstream towards Langholm bridge with the walls in Elizabeth Street and George Street and the trees removed

THE River Esk in Langholm will become a concrete
drainage channel if a Scottish government-funded flood
defence scheme is endorsed by the local authority.
It’s claimed that the river, along with the 
Wauchope, will be disconnected from the community by
walls and embankments ranging from 1.3m to 2.2m high.

The 1 in 200 year flood 
defences will run from Mary Street
downstream to the sewage works
along the Esk and along Caroline
Street on the Wauchope.
A 1 in 200-year flood means that

every time it rains there is a 1 in 200
chance of a severe flood.
All trees on the riverbanks will be

removed but the council pledges to
plant saplings.
The council flood team’s preferred

option also proposes to dig a wide,
shallow channel through Buccleuch
Park to carry flood water from the
Wauchope into the Esk during flood
events.
The scheme was commissioned by

the council and designed by consul-
tants RPS who held two, three-day
public consultation events in the
town, the second one in February.
After this event, a group was set

up to challenge the preferred option
after a number of people expressed
their disquiet at the scale of the
scheme.

They believe it is financially 
driven because the government will
pay 80 per cent of the £8m project,
while the council pays 20 per cent.

The group believes Langholm
needs a flood scheme to protect
waterside properties but says this
design is over-engineered and will
damage people’s quality of life by
cutting them off from the rivers.
The group has set up a display in

Welcome to Langholm’s window
with photos showing the heights
of the walls from eye level.

One of its complaints is that the
council has provided only “bird’s
eye views” on its video visuals
which do not give a 
realistic picture of how they look
to people on the ground.
Questions have been raised over

where the ground level is and a
council spokesperson said: “It is
the height from the existing ground
level on the land side, at the point
where the defence is sited.”
Erika Luukas, who leads the

group, is worried there will be no
more public engagement 
before the communities committee
meets to recommend 
approval of the scheme.
If this goes ahead, there will be

28 days for the public to comment
before the council approves the
scheme.
She said: “We want a full 

design review. Langholm may need
some flood defences but we deserve
a better design.
“There is no funding (from the

government) other than for a 1 in
200-year scheme so the council
tried to get the money and then
designed a scheme to fit that.
“The Esk will become a drainage

channel, not a river. There will be
no riverbank or trees. The river
will no longer exist.

“The council’s report places no
value on the impact from the
loss of the trees but says the flood
walls will improve people’s lives.
“People have been told a 1 in

200-year flood is coming and
have been terrified by that.
“I don’t deny it could happen

but it is a minuscule risk.”
The group is concerned the deci-

sion on which option to recommend
was done behind closed doors with
stake-holders such as the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency,
the Environment Agency, 
Scottish Water and Scottish 
Natural Heritage.
It says the council is wrong to

say that only people living on the
waterside are affected 
when everyone who enjoys the
amenity of the river will be.
Erika has corresponded for months

with Michael Smith, the flood team
leader, who has explained the flood
order process.
Mr Smith told her: “Our proposed

scheme provides a 1 in 200-year
flood event protection and is an
economically-viable solution.
“We have investigated all other

options and these either do not
give the necessary protection or
economic viability. This is 
evidenced by all the information
and reports on the website.”

He asks for details on what the
group considers to be a better so-
lution or alternative scheme and
evidence to support this.
He adds: “The scheme has gone

through a transparent and compre-
hensive process for two years, with
extensive consideration of all pos-
sible options, consultation with
stakeholders and two main public
engagement events.
“In our next update report to the

committee we will detail the work
to date, current position and the
programme and timescale which
will include another public display
event before publishing the scheme.

Erika said: “This puts the 
advocates of the current preferred
option at a very significant advan-
tage within this process.
“Our request for a pause and de-

sign review was refused in March,
despite being made shortly after

the drop-in event once many in
our community had had an oppor-
tunity to fully digest the enormity
of the proposals presented to us
anddespite more than 100 people
immediately expressing major 
concerns.
“It’s frustrating to learn the staged

schedule evades any of these con-
cerns being raised in any timely or
useful manner which may influence
the ongoing design process or its
‘unhindered’ progress to the next
stage.”
She adds: This can’t be considered

good practice for meaningful en-
gagement because it does not enable
any form of presentation of our
concerns to the project team or the
committee before their ‘next stage 
decision-making’.” 
The E&L Advertiser asked the

council whether it would provide
eye-level visuals so people walking
and cycling alongside the walls
would know what it's going to look
like in reality, rather than just pro-
ducing bird's eye views of the de-
fences.
We also asked how the council

would address the group’s claims
that there was a discrepancy be-
tween the council’s overview map
and a new video of the works.
The council has not yet replied.

From the community centre looking towards Caroline Street

From the community centre looking towards Caroline Street with the wall in place and the trees removed

Planners 
accused 

of 
environmental
vandalism

“

”

Langholm’s
future as a centre
of eco-tourism

buried in
hundreds of tons

of concrete!

“

”
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We’ll be back bigger
and better, says show

Border
voices
ESKDALE and Liddesdale res-
idents are being asked to look
for photos of two well-known
people, whose lives have been
recorded as part of an oral his-
tory project.
John Elliot (1904-1984) was
a journalist who was born and
raised in Langholm.
In his recording from 1973
he gives examples of pronun-
ciations in the Langholm 
dialect.
Maggie Jane Campbell (1909-
1995) was born in Shankend
and raised in Riccarton.
She lived in Denholm with
her husband Wat Crawford. Her
maiden name was Grieve and
she was recorded with her hus-
band in 1983 and 1989.
Wat (1906-2005) was born
and raised in Denholm and was
a mason’s labourer.
In their recording from 1983
Wat and Maggie Jane talk about
the hiring markets for farm ser-
vants, which were held in 
Hawick, Jedburgh, St Boswells
and Earlston.
Tobar an Dualchais / Kist o
Riches is a collaborative project
which was set up to preserve,
digitise, catalogue and make
available online several thousand
hours of Gaelic and Scots
recordings.
The website contains a wealth
of material such as folklore,
songs, music, history, poetry,
traditions, stories and other 
information.
The material was collected
from all over Scotland and 
beyond from the 1930s onwards.
The project is looking for help
to find photos of John and 
Maggie to add to its website,
which is currently being devel-
oped.
If anyone has a photo of them
or anyone else, whose recordings
are on the website, email Fraser,
copyright officer, at
fm.smo@uhi.ac.uk
The website is www.tobaran-
dualchais.co.uk

Man had
weapon
POLICE officers were called
to a residential area of Langholm
last Thursday after someone 
reported a man carrying a
weapon.
A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: "Police were called
to a report of a man in posses-
sion of a weapon in Albert Place,
at about 6.40pm.
"A 39-year-old man was 
arrested and charged in con-
nection and was due to appear
at Dumfries Sheriff Court.
"The incident was contained
and there was no wider threat
to the public."

THE showfield at Newcastleton
was empty and silent last Sat-
urday but the show committee
is already planning a bigger
and better event for 2021.
David Nixon, chairman, and
Stuart Lake, vice-chairman, took
the opportunity to use social
media to speak to followers,
thanking them for their contin-
uing support.
David said: “Today would have
been the highlight of our year
in Newcastleton.
“As you are aware, COVID-
19 has put paid to that. Weath-
erwise, it would have been quite
a good day. We’ve had a wet
week so ground conditions may
not have been very favourable.
“It’s a great event for the Holm;
it brings so many people from
near and far and some come
just to see people they haven’t
seen since last year’s show.
“It’s great for all the businesses
in the village because a lot of
people stay for the weekend and
make a right good go of it.
“I’d like to give a quick men-
tion to the secretaries for all
their hard work they put in
through the whole year.
“Even in a year like this, the
work still goes on, preparing

for the rest of the events into
next year, hopefully.
“It’s nice to see the secretaries
out and about; they’re usually
hiding in their offices, beetling
away at getting the show ready
for the day.
“I have to give Gilly (Fraser)
a special mention. It’s nice to
see her out and about on her
horse, although I will have to
give her a map and compass.

“I believe she got lost on one
of her jollies last weekend, for
aw she’s been in the village for
umpteen years.

Programme
“Jenny’s out and about on her
horse, making work for me with
all the gardening projects she
has put her mind to this year
since there’s no show.
“Joking aside, the work carries

on. We have a full programme
at the Holm. There’s a coffee
morning, a dance at the end of
the year usually, the fell race
and the show itself.
“It’s a lot of work to put on
and I must really thank them
for that.”
David said he’d like to thank
his new vicechairman, Stuart
Lake, for his words of encour-
agement through the week,

He added: “I’d like to pass on
congratulations to him and his
partner but we may have to put
up a marquee specially for some
of the younger members next
year in the form of a creche.
Congratulations to them.
“Thanks to all the people who
have been in touch about this
year’s show. A lot have for-
warded donations which is very
much appreciated because costs
are always rising.
“It’s very kind of them to 
donate to the show, even though
it’s not gone ahead. It helps to
keep it going for next year.
“Our fantastic committee will
be here to welcome all 
exhibitors, trade and craft stands
and all the public to the show-
field on August 28, 2021 for a
fantastic show.”
Stuart said: “Here we are at
what would have been our bus-
iest week of preparation and
activity getting everything ready.
“Unfortunately, because of
COVID-19, we had to postpone
the 2020 show.
“We must look forward to
making it bigger and better when
friends of the Holm can get
back together to enjoy the show
and each other’s company.”

Annual event at the Holm was a miss but 2021 plans go ahead

Council gives path the all-clear

A tense moment at the 2019 Holm Show in Newcastleton as the interbreed champion judging gets underway

A WALK affected by a landslip
just south of Langholm has been
declared safe to use.
During the landslip on the Tarras

road just below Skippers bridge a
tree came down, blocking the road.
Gavin Graham, Langholm Walks

chairman, and the landowner have
been concerned about the remaining
tree and what would happen to the
walk which goes up the steps to the
old railway line if this tree came
down.
Gavin said: “I reported the matter

to Dumfries and Galloway Council’s
countryside access officer, Richard
Masters, and he sent one of his
rangers, Ross Gemmell, to inspect
the area affected.
“I got a reply and, thankfully, the

walk can remain open.”
Mr Masters said Ross met the

landowner while he was looking at
the path. He was happy for now that
the path stayed open, as was the
landowner.
He added: “Ross feels the risk of

anyone being injured should the 
remaining tree fall is very limited.”
He asked Gavin to let him know if

the situation changed and he would
take another look at it. Walkers are safe to continue using a path where a landslip happened on the Tarras road south of Skippers bridge
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Artist’s interpretation of
her dreams about corona

ARTIST Jane Gifford spent
a good deal of time drawing
and painting her dreams in
her studio near Langholm
during lockdown.
Jane has recorded her dreams
for 30 years, keeping a daily
written dream diary and making
daily dream sketches which
form the basis of drawings and
paintings, turning her nocturnal
visions into works of art. 
She has exhibited her dream
work widely in public and com-
mercial galleries in the UK,
Europe and the USA and her
work is included in the Gov-
ernment Art Collection.
In 2019 she was invited to
make work for the inaugural
exhibition at die Firma gallery
in New York. 

Alongside this work, she
makes paintings and drawings
for film and TV, including for
the Harry Potter films and the
recent television series 
Belgravia. She has also worked
in murals and illustration.
Since lockdown, Jane has 
posted her Dreams in the time
of Corona drawings and 
watercolour paintings on her
Instagram page @janegifford1
The watercolours, on hand-
made Khadi paper, have been
on sale as part of Artists Support

Pledge, an initiative set up by
Sussex artist Matthew Burrows.
This offers a self-sustaining
lifeline to an ever-expanding
number of fellow artists aroound
the world.
The concept is simple: artists
are invited to post pictures of
their works for sale for £200
or less on Instagram.
Every time an artist makes
£1,000 in sales they pledge to
spend £200 on buying the work
of another artist.
Jane said: “Like many others,
I have had more vivid and 
numerous dreams during the
coronavirus pandemic.
“Often, they are connected to
anxieties over the current situ-
ation and create a parallel 
narrative to these strange times.

“Dreams are universal and
democratic. Everybody dreams
and most of us remember
dreams, if only occasionally.
“They are very personal but
it is remarkable how many
dreams are shared.
“Drawing a dream can be 
revealing. In this painting I 
realised the spherical bush with
thorns sticking out from my
dreams looked like the coron-
avirus graphic image we have
seen every day for months.”
____________________

Jane’s painting of the Corona virus
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A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE IS IN 
SIGHT, IF WE 
DO THIS RIGHT.
STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND, 
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those 
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick 
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can 
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland

Langholm studio during the lockdown proves perfect place for inspiration

Jane Gifford...drawing her dreams
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Times Past 

75 years: A New Hall
Three items of business which were of special importance were down for discussion, namely,
housing, the Welcome Home Fund, and the acquisition of premises to serve as a sort of public
hall. Housing, the most vital of these, we may pass over, because the issue, with regard to the
possibility of our seeing the day when Langholm’s needs in this respect will be satisfied, is still
obscure. But we have the consolation of knowing that all is being done that can be done to sur-
mount the obstacles in the way before our dream can become a reality. Of more immediate inter-
est, if not of necessity, was the intimation of the renting of the premises at the foot of Lairds
Entry to be used as a hall wherein some of our social activities can be developed. Whether the
letters from Servicemen on the subject which have appeared in the “E&L” from time to time,
have acted as a spur to the efforts of the Council in this respect we cannot tell but the report that
a hall will soon be available – although it is only rented from the County Council seems to indi-
cate that the Council has not been entirely ignorant of what has become a burning question for
debate in many quarters. And their decision in this matter reflects much wisdom because consid-
ering how long it is going to take to build new houses, one might ask, how long might it take to
build a new Town Hall.  

50 years: Canonbie Sergeant selected for Royal Military Academy
Sergeant William Wightman, 2 Byreburnfoot, Canonbie at the age of 26 years is one of the
youngest platoon Sergeants in the British Army to be selected to enter the Royal Military
Academy at Sandhurst. He joined the Army in 1964 and in less than a year found himself with
the Scots Guards Regiment in Aden where their camp was attacked by Arab terrorists. Since 
returning from Aden, Sgt. Wightman has been with the 2nd Battalion Scots guards visiting
Canada, Denmark, Austria and Berlin. He has also been on training courses canoeing in 
Luxembourg; skiing in Obersdorf, and in Norway he passed out top of the course. In October of
this year he is to be best man at the wedding of Lance/Sergeant William Scott, also of Canonbie,
who is of the same age who was recruited into the Army on the same day and in the same office
as Sgt. Wightman. When Sgt Wightman leaves Sandhurst after Christmas he will be going on to
the Honduras. Besides canoeing and skiing he plays for the Battalion at rugby football. 

25 years: An even better attendance than last year 
That was the verdict of Holm Show Secretary Jean Nichol, who overall, was delighted with the
event.“I haven’t heard one complaint,” she said with great pride on Tuesday. “And that’s an
achievement.” The gate money was up only by a few pounds on last year, while entries were
slightly down and the biggest disappointment was that for the first time in around 10 years there
was not one entry for the young shepherd trophy. “I don’t know whether it is just a sign of the
times,” said Jean sadly, but “I’m hoping that next year could see a change.”
For some classes are improving and Jean was delighted with some of the comments from the
judges, particularly in the knitting classes. Judge Ms L Hilton of Lancaster was heard to declare
as she picked up a fine baby shawl; “When I see work like this it is wonderful. It is just
exquisite.” And to prove just how fine the piece was she borrowed Jean’s wedding ring and
passed the whole shawl through it. Needless to say the piece was rewarded with a first prize for
Mrs Gillian Tweddle of Rowanburn. Most successful competitor of the day was David Elliot of
Newcastleton, who it seemed just could not stop collecting trophies.

100 years: The nations livelihood at stake
No less a person than Sir Robert Horne, President of the Board of Trade, said recently: “If the
miners follow the advice which has been given them by their leaders it will entail a burden of
great hardship and misery to the whole community, and will disastrously affect the livelihood of
the nation and its economic recovery from the ravages of the war. Ships will be unable to obtain
coal for bunkers in our ports and will eventually be compelled to close, and large bodies of
workmen will be thrown into unemployment and their families into great distress. It is impossi-
ble to exaggerate the dislocation of the country’s business or the injury it will cause to every citi-
zen, and especially to those least able to bear it.”

Wullie Beattie of Longecroft, Caulside with the Tinnis Cup for vegetables at the Holm Show in 1999

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Trying out the Langholm Primary School’s new computers are Ailsa Ritchie, Gordon Rae, Rhona MacGregor and
Alan Hotson with John Dunn from EWM and headmistress Carole Ferguson in 1987

THE DEMISE OF
THE ELDRING
(continued)

We would then cut a straight
hazel stick from the Kernigal
Wood. With this equipment one
was ready to guddle eldrings. It
was an unfair contest from the
start.      Although the eldring was
the fastest fish in the river, with
the best eyesight and knew all the
best hiding places, whereas the
migratory fish fled for the nearest
corner, Mr Eldring had no chance
because man (and boy) could 
reason.
We knew that the fish had 

always to be facing upstream as
their gills must take in a con-
trolled amount of water to extract
the oxygen. Had they been facing
downstream they would have
drowned.
So it was easy for us. The down

stream kept the net open. The fish
would take cover under the
grassy bank which the winter
floods had gouged out. With the
net at the down stream end of the
hiding place we would poke the
top end with the hazel stick. Sand
would pour down stream and Mr
Eldring would turn and flee into
our net.
Eels, now these are strange fel-

lows. If eels had brains they
would own the earth. An eel, like
all living creatures, will fight to
the death but in devious ways.
Eels live on the bottom of the
river and under stones most
times. An eel is much more diffi-

cult to guddle than a fish as an eel
has no gills to speak of and is
much more slippery.
Is there one boy or girl in

Langholm Academy today that
could guddle an eel? I doubt it. Is
there one boy or girl in Langholm
Academy today that could even
show me the “eels grip”? I doubt
it.
The only way to guddle an eel is

with the “eels grip”. As soon as
you lift the flat stone and see the
eel he will immediately bore 
underground and disappear. How
does he do this? If you catch him
with rod and line and drop him on
a grassy bank and let the line go
slack he will disappear under-
ground.

“Eels Grip”
But you can get him with the

“eels grip”.
As soon as you see him you

form the three middle fingers of
your right hand into an ‘eagle’s
claw’ by raising the middle finger
and striking downwards and
grasping him with the middle fin-
ger on top and the other two below
and then clenching the fist in one
movement. He is then trapped and
the more he struggles the more is
the chance of him breaking his
back if he had a backbone like
other fish.
The best bait when fishing for

eels is herring guts because eels
like sharks can smell blood for
miles away.
The smell would drift down-

wards and with patience, sitting on

the water wall below the park
bridge, the pool would fill with
dozens of eels.
Now the only reason we fished

for eels was because a Mr
Williams, a retired English income
tax officer who wore plus fours
and had a beautiful daughter called
Ethyl, came to live in the 
Stubbolm House which was
across the steep steps behind the
swings, through the gate and on
the right of the road to Warbla
Hill.
Mr Williams was partial to eels

and would pay a penny each for
them.
But not the pale green rubbish

that lived in our rivers all the
time. No, he wanted the jet black
sea eels with brown eyes that
came up our rivers and lived at
the bottom of deep pools.
Not only that but he required

them delivered alive.
Now that was a problem 

because as these creatures were
some two feet long and two
inches in diameter they would
batter themselves to death as their
heads trailed over the stones.
We solved this problem by car-

rying them by the heads but that
created another problem as their
tails would coil around our legs
causing a nasty fall and often los-
ing the eel in the dried leaves at
the foot of the banking.
When Mr Williams was not at

home one day, Pinder decided to
boil a couple of these eels to see
what all the fuss was about and
they tasted quite nice. Pure white
flesh rather like chicken.
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THE Baillie Gifford Borders Book
Festival has announced the final
month’s programme of online
events for September and early
October.
September offers an abundance
of rich and diverse events every
Sunday and includes special mid-
week events.
All the family can join in the Saltire
Roofing & Building Family Series
on Sundays at 11am followed by
the adult events at 4pm and 7pm.
The line-up this Sunday: 11am,
award-winning nature author Nicola
Davies takes children on a magical

journey to discover the world of
butterflies through the heart-
warming story of one little girl;
4pm, food writer and restaurant
critic Jay Rayner talks to Viv
Groskop about his entertaining food
memoir, a quest to create his perfect
Last Supper;
On Sunday, September 13 at 7pm
Douglas Stuart, whose moving 
debut novel Shuggie Bain, set in
1980s Glasgow, has been nomi-
nated for this year’s Booker Prize,
talks to Kirsty Wark.
On Thursday, September 17 at
7.30pm former war reporter Martin
Bell delivers the McInroy & Wood
lecture.
In conversation with fellow war
correspondent Allan Little, he draws
on his years of experience at the
heart of conflict to discuss the cycle
of war and what can be done, if
anything, to resolve it. 
On Thursday, September 22 at
7.30pm Kate Humble’s A Year of
Living Simply is timely. She talks
about her fresh and frank explo-
ration of a stripped-back approach
to life to help find balance and hap-
piness.

On Sunday, September 27 writer
and historian Alistair Moffat talks
about his latest book In Search of
Angels, a journey following the foot-
steps of the holy men who brought
Christianity to Scotland from Ireland
almost 1,500 years ago.

Chris Hoy
On Sunday, October 4 at 11am
Sir Chris Hoy talks about his per-
sonal journey and how, with posi-
tivity, confidence, resilience and
self-belief, it’s possible to achieve
your dreams.
At 4pm BBC broadcaster and 
political commentator Andrew Marr
explores how, as a nation, we have
evolved during the Queen’s long
reign in his fascinating new book
Elizabethans: How Modern Britain
Was Forged.
At 7pm Janey Godley talks to Val
McDermid about her memoir Hand-
stands in the Dark and her career
in stand-up.
All the July and August events
are available to watch for free at
www.bordersbookfestival.org where
all this month’s events are listed.

Tom Hutton of Langholm captured this beautiful peacock butterfly on a buddleia bush in his garden
Camera:Panasonic Lumix TZ80

The E&L Gallery

Tune in for last chapter of Book Festival online

Janey Godley Jay Rayner

Ken Follett Kirsty Wark



The penny wedding was popular in Scotland and was 
certainly a common feature in Eskdale.

It was disapproved of by the established church because,
although performed by a minister, took place outside a
church building.

I remember, a few years ago, while researching an article
on the Bell in the Tree at Ewes parish kirk for an information
leaflet, being amused by a local legend of a penny wedding
at Kirkstile.

You can read the story in The Ewes Valley by Brenda I 
Morrison and R Bruce McCartney in Langholm Library.

It was the first time I had come across a mention of a dollar
coin being used to pay the session clerk to read the banns
for a penny wedding.

There were other ‘foreign’ coins in circulation in Scotland. 
One of them was the doit, a small Dutch coin worth about

a half to a quarter of a Scots farthing.
It was especially pestiferous to the ministers of the

established church in southern Scotland.
In the 1700s doits tended to end up in the collection plate

of a church. This very much annoyed the minister who had
to travel to Edinburgh with heavy saddlebags full of low-
value coins to change to Scots currency.

“The Session considering that there were Doits found in
the collection plate every Lord’s Day and that four of these
passed only for a halfpenny they appointed the Treasurers
to give some of them to the poor pensioners according to
this rate every quarterly payment.”

Extract from Kirk Session Records

The kirk session tried to solve the problem by paying the
pensions of the parish poor in doits.

Not unexpectedly, doits still ended up in the collection
plates in Eskdale and Liddesdale.

Most of the coins illustrated are from Edward Burns’ The
Coinage of Scotland in the Telford Library in Langholm.

Other illustrations are from photos taken in the National
Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh.

If you are inspired to come face to face with a Scottish
dollar, a visit to the museum in Chambers Street is essen-
tial.

American visitors are often astonished to discover that the
Scottish dollar predates the American dollar by more than
100 years.
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To coin a Scottish phrase

A depiction of a ‘Penny Wedding’

A Dutch Doit

We continue RON ADDISON’S article on ‘Scottish Dollars and Dutch Doits’

An Elder of the Kirk eyeing the collection plate
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

E&L CLASSIFIED

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

COMMUNITY COUNCILS

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

E&L JOB SPOT

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE
ADVERTISER 
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint
about anything in the Eskdale &
Liddesdale Advertiser you can
come into the office and speak to
the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your
complaint has been handled you
may write to the Company
Secretary at:

Muckle Toon Media CIC,
Ashleybank House, Langholm

DG13 0AN.

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

RBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED

Ashleybank Investments Ltd is a Langholm based family
office, managing property/ investments and providing support
services to a range of local charities and social enterprises.

The role:
General accounting duties including sales & purchase ledger,•
bank reconciliations and credit control.
Preparation of reports using Excel.•
Assist with preparation of VAT returns and year end activities.•
General administrative duties as required.•

Requirements:
Strong IT skills, including being proficient in the use of Excel•
and a computerised accounts package.

The person:
A motivated individual with strong organisational skills and the•
ability to work to a high standard.

This is a permanent role with the hours and package dependent
upon the applicant.

Please apply or arrange a call by emailing John Hilditch via
john@ashleybank.co.uk

Accounts Administrator
Langholm

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

SSR CAR CARRIERS LTD
Nationwide vehicle collection and delivery
Permanent Self-employed Trade Plate/Transporter Drivers
Location: Rowanburn, Canonbie ● Salary/Rate: up to £500/week self-employed

We are currently looking for drivers in and around this area to deliver and collect cars
throughout the country. Experience is not essential, but applicants should display a
professional manner, have good customer service skills,a UK driving licence with no
more than 6 points.

We offer:
      ● Training courses for the loading of vehicles and the use of the software, immediate start 
      ● Competitive rates of pay and bonuses on certain collections.
      ● Weekly Pay
      ● Regular full-time or Part time work, not seasonal
      ● Company uniform

Applicants must:
      ● Be over 25 for insurance purposes
      ● Hold a UK Licence for more than 2 years (EU Licence is not accepted)
      ● Have no more than 6 points on their licence
      ● No motoring bans on your licence within the past 5 years and no DVLA codes: DR10 & TT99
      ● Access to suitable off-road parking i.e. garage/driveway preferred but not essential
      ● A good knowledge of the UK Road systems and a good geographical understanding

SSR CAR CARRIERS LTD is an equal opportunities employer
For informal enquiries please call 07515 155608

PLEASE EMAIL CV TO ssrcarcarriers@gmail.com. 
We will get back to you if you fit the criteria

ADVERTISING

Canonbie & District
Community Council
The next community council

meeting is on 
Thurs 10th September 2020 

at 7.00pm via Skype 
Members of the public wishing
to join the meeting should
email:-
carolamidwood@gmail.com
before 12 noon on the 8th
when arrangements can be
made to enable them to join
the meeting. To

advertise
in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012



Hounds
SIX seniors got the racing underway and,
as they headed off along the fell, four
hounds battled for the front: Polaris, Jazzle,
Delta Scope and Fire Belle.

Coming to the road, Jazzle had a length on
Polaris, with Scope a couple of lengths 
behind.

Climbing for home, Polaris moved about
12 lengths clear of Jazzle. Towards the line,
Polaris held off challenges from Jazzle to
win.

The nine senior graded hounds were led
along the bottom of the fell by Splendid
Mikey, Castle Clansman and Overwater 
Stanley.

Coming down by the wall to the road, 
Overwater Stanley had moved into the top
spot and had Castle Clansman, Buster Moon
and Fire Lass for company.

Overwater Stanley led the climb out of the

bottom with the other three hounds tucked in
behind.

With about 100 yards to go, Fire Lass found
another gear and hit the front to take her first
senior graded win.

The pups are settling down and four were
together over the road: Diggle Boy, Delta
Status, Matilda and Border Brae.

Dropping into the bottom, Diggle Boy was
at the fore ahead of Matilda.

As they came into view on the finish, it was
the same hounds and was an exciting race all
the way to the line, with the lead changing a
couple of times.

Border Brae timed her finish just right to
get up for her first win by half a length from
Diggle Boy.
The last race was the veterans and Mr Ant
crossed the road with a good lead.
There were no changes in the second half
and Mr Ant took his first veteran and Border
win for Carol and George.

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p
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Sports News
Thursday September 3, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
WEDNESDAY 16th sePTEMBER

SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool, LRFC chairman

NO RUGBY has been played at
Langholm RFC since the end of February
so the club is keen to play matches as
soon as the Scottish government and the
SRU will allow this to happen.

As yet, no date for the resumption of
rugby has been confirmed but October 31
is likely to be the earliest date when senior
rugby could start, as advised by the SRU.

Training sessions for the 1st XV squad 
resumed in August with social distancing
and strict hygiene measures in place.

As from August 24, touch rugby can be
played in line with SRU guidelines.

Training for the youth section will start as
soon as possible but Dumfries and Galloway
Council has advised that the 3G pitch will
not be available for youth training for the
foreseeable future.

The lack of matches in September and
October is a concern for coach Craig Hislop
and the players but a number of activities
have been planned to keep the squad together
as much as possible, including golf and
bowling competitions.

There are good numbers at the twice-weekly
training sessions and it is hoped a further 
relaxation of current restrictions may allow
some contact rugby training to be introduced
in the near future.

The SRU recently held a virtual AGM
which was used to install new president
Ian Barr, elect vice-president Colin Rigby
and carry out some other governance points.

It hopes to arrange a “normal” AGM
when government regulations on COVID-
19 allow.

Having postponed the club’s AGM in
June, Langholm RFC has had to put off
September’s planned AGM because of 
restrictions on indoor meetings and will
hold it once it is seen as safe to do so.

Maintenance
Preparations for the new season are well

underway. Pitch maintenance has been 
ongoing over the summer and repairs to
the bridge and improvements to the club
facilities will be done shortly.

The upgrade of facilities, which started
in 2016 with refurbishing the grandstand,
new lights on the training pitch, new roofs
on the bar, toilets and kitchen and installing
a gym and weight training room, will be
completed with new doors and windows

for the grandstand and medical room being
installed.

From a playing point of view, it is hoped
that, if an end of October start date can be
achieved, a one-off East league 2 competi-
tion can be played in two five-team con-
ferences with a winner announced before
March 2021.

Friendlies
There will be no promotion or relegation

in the 2020/21 season. If there are spare
Saturdays before the end of March, local
friendlies could be played.

There have been no rises in subscriptions
for members for nine years and there were
plans to increase subscriptions for the new
season.

But because of the late start, this rise has
been shelved and a discount of £5 a member
for prompt payments has been extended
from the end of September to the end of
October.

Members’ cards will be issued soon, 
although the fixtures to be played may not
be known.

As soon as details are available on home
and away fixtures, this will be circulated
to all members and supporters.

Everything, which can be done to get
ready to resume rugby, is being done at
the club.

There are regular online meetings with
the SRU and we hope to hear more about a
start date for rugby very soon. We just
have to be patient.

Despite no rugby being played since
February, the club is in good heart and
raring to go.

We have a number of excellent sponsorship
deals being agreed and we will give more
details of these very shortly.

Home side win
over Lanercost

Cricket
LANGHOLM won by seven
wickets against Lanercost
2nds last Saturday.

Lanercost posted 104 which,
with the slow outfield and
wicket, might have proved a
problem for Langholm con-
sidering they were bowled
out for 37 in the away 
fixture.

But Graham Park and Stuart
Duggan added 77 for the first
wicket and the result was 
basically a formality after that.

Lanercost batted first on the
artificial. Runs were difficult
to come by with Graham Park
and Stevie Johnstone’s tight
bowling.

The first wicket fell in the
second over with 0 on the
board when Johnstone bowled
Edward Lythgoe.
Clean-bowled

Baker joined Dean Lythgoe
and they took the score up to
37 in the 14th over before
Dave Steele clean-bowled
Lythgoe for 20.

Baker and Ferguson took
the score past 50 before a
double strike by Tony Steele
saw the end of Ferguson for
11, caught by John Bell, and
Mitchelson for 0, caught by
Graham Park. The score was
64 for 4 in the 25th over.

Dave Steele clean-bowled
Pritchard for 6 and Allen for
4 to leave Lanercost 88 for 6.

While wickets were falling,

Baker had gone along quite
nicely until Hughie Donaldson
pulled off a contender for
catch of the season and the
definite winner of the most
nonchalant catch of the sea-
son.

Baker drove Park to 
mid-on and Hughie just raised
his right hand above his head
and the ball stuck, ending
Baker's innings at 42.

Lanercost's last three wickets
got them over 100 with 
Johnstone claiming all three:
J Crabtree for 1, Skeer LBW
for 3 and N Leigh caught at
midwicket by Park for 7, leav-
ing 104 all out.

In the bowling Johnstone
took 4 for 24, D Steele 3 for
23, T Steele 2 for 37 and Park
a miserly 1 for 14 from his
10 overs.

Openers Park and Duggan
started solidly and the run
rate rose as they got their eye
in against some pacey bowing
by Allen.

They passed 50 in the 13th
over and took the score to 77
when Duggan holed out to
Crabtree for 39 off Pritchard.

Park fell, holing out on the
short boundary to Pritchard
for 37 with the score on 94.

Tony Steele added 1 before
being stumped off Crabtree.

Victory was secured when
Nicky P middled a six on to
what was the racecourse, leav-
ing him 13 not out and Chris
Stewart 2 not out.

Still no rugby

E&L
SPORT

Pups settle down

LRFC chairman, Kenneth Pool

Club eagerly awaits government decision

Horseracing
A RESTRUCTURED management
team is preparing to resume racing
at Kelso Racecourse on Wednesday,
September 16.

Matthew Taylor has been appointed
clerk of the course and two other
employees have been promoted.

Matthew qualified as a clerk of the
course at Perth.

Jonathan Garratt, managing director,
who will oversee his fourth season at
the Borders track, paid tribute to
Anthea Morshead, the previous clerk
of the course.

“We will miss Anthea tremendously.
She has undertaken two lengthy stints
at Kelso and guided the team to some
fabulous heights.”

Matthew said “Kelso has a rich his-
tory of National Hunt racing. I’m
looking forward to getting started
and all the big races to come.”

Outlining other developments,
Jonathan said “We have some 
exceptionally committed indivi du-
als with a great deal of experience.”

Discussions are continuing between
Scottish Racing, the BHA and the
Scottish government over guidelines
for admitting the public to the races.

Jonathan said “We’re optimistic
there could be some pilot events with
crowds in the near future and we
may be able to have a limited crowd
when we reopen.”

Kelso ready to go


