
Established May 1848 www.eladvertiser.co.uk 80p

NEWS

BRIEFING

And council calls for extra study after identifying flood risk

NEWS 

THE ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER • Owned by the Community, Published for the Community

SPORT 

Thursday September 24, 2020Series 2 No. 8372

Flood Scheme
Forum

DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council’s 1 in 200-year flood
protection scheme has stimu-
lated a lot of discussion and
the E&L Advertiser wants to
ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to comment.
Full story: Page 3

Fly-tipping must be
stopped urgently

SCOTLAND’S leading rural
and environmental organisa-
tions have written an open let-
ter to Roseanna Cunningham,
cabinet secretary for environ-
ment and land reform.

Full story: Page 6

Spectacular double
for Ewart

JOCKEY Rachael McDonald
pulled off a spectacular double
for Langholm trainer James
Ewart at Kelso Racecourse last
Wednesday.

Full story: Page 16

Centre design rethink
after public response

SANDRA Devlin has
cared for generations
of schoolchildren as
they happily played
in the playground
under her supervi-
sion.

Sandra, 73, said: “I
have been playground
supervisor coming up
for 30 years.

“I thoroughly enjoyed
it. The children were

the best part and the
staff are lovely, too.

“I’ve looked after the
children of children
who have been
through school and I’ve
seen a few headteach-
ers come and go.”

Sandra said she
would look for some
new hobbies to take up
and maybe resume
with knitting.

Sandra Devlin retires as Langholm Primary School 
playground supervisor after 30 years

Sandra will be
missed by pupils

PLANS to redevelop the Townfoot sports centre in
Langholm are moving ahead, with design changes being
made after feedback from the public.
However, Dumfries and 
Galloway Council’s planning
authority has revealed that the
building in Glenesk Road is at
risk from flooding.
The working group received
a response to the pre-planning
application from the council.
This raised concerns from the
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA) and the council’s
flood risk management team
that the proposed redevelopment
was in an area categorised as
having a medium to high risk
of flooding.
The council would not be able
to support the redevelopment
proposal as it currently stood
because of the risk of flooding.
The report did conclude that
the proposal could be considered

if the flooding concerns were
addressed with more information
and assessments.
The working group will discuss
these concerns with the design
consultants.

Feasibility
Full details of the issues and
potential solutions will be provided
in the feasibility study report.
The SEPA report said there
was surface water flooding at
the Townfoot site in August
2012.
The group was told that the
squash court lifted because of
water but it has no further details.
If anyone remembers this event,
they are asked to email       town-
footsportscentre@gmail.com
It would appreciate any infor-
mation which could help to 
understand the extent of the 

flooding.
Despite being unable to meet
the community to discuss the
developments, it intends to com-
plete the feasibility report by
the end of this month.
As soon as COVID-19 guide-
lines permit, the findings will
be presented to the community
and people will be asked for
their feedback.
The initial design proposals
were made public in July and,
as a result of the comments 
received, suggested layout design
changes were discussed with
the design consultant.
Where possible, these design
changes will be included in the
updated drawings.
The group was asked why such
a major development was being
done when the Eskdale sports
centre was superior and there
was already space in abundance.

> Turn to Page 2

Winter Warmer feature
THE NIGHTS ARE FAIR DRAWIN’ IN; SO COSY IN WITH THE E&L: PAGES 8 & 9

An artists impression of the pool at Townfoot Sports Centre
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Flood plain issues highlighted

Big thank you
Catherine’s Kiltwalk raises hundreds

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 27th September
Sunday Morning 

Worship 

Liddesdale 10am
Canonbie 11.30am
Services led by 
Rev Eric Pickles. 

All welcome but please 
note limited seating due 
to Covid restrictions. 

Charity no. SCO00717

INCH

Peacefully at home on18th September 2020,
Donald Inch, Moor Croft, Canonbie, beloved
husband of Pauline, adored dad to Katie and
Andrew and special grandpa to Ruby, Abbie,
Anna, Callum and Brodie.
Private funeral.

Deaths

DRESSED in her familiar kilt
and wearing a traffic cone on
her head, charity fundraiser
Catherine Lithgow completed
another walk for the Multiple
Sclerosis Society when she did
the Virtual Kiltwalk.
In a normal year she raises

money for the MS Society with
car boots, tombolas and table
top sales but, unfortunately, 2020
is different for everybody.
Catherine, who works at

Langholm Day Centre, said: “All
charities are struggling and, 
because the Hunter Foundation
adds 100 per cent to all money
raised on a Kiltwalk, this was a
great opportunity to help a charity
to continue its research into the
causes of MS, support people
with the disease and their families
and help stop MS.”
Catherine walked the loop from

Canonbie to Hollows three times,
dressed in a wee kilt, multi-
coloured tights, MS Society 
T-shirt and a traffic cone on her
head.
She said: “Lois Lane walked

with me the whole distance and
Nicola Donald joined us for the
first loop.

Great fun
“We observed the two-metre

social distancing rules and had
great fun.
“The total distance walked was

just over 11 miles and during
that time I rattled my bucket
and we were stopped by 
motorists, motorbikers, cyclists
and walkers who donated 
money.
“People came out their houses

and leant over fences to donate.
“Setting up our snack station

with flags and balloons outside
Canonbie hall was fortuitous.
“The people in cars waiting at

the traffic lights when we paused
for a drink after each circuit
found some money to donate.
“At the end, I had £123 in my

donations bucket and quite a bit
on my Everydayhero sponsor
page.
“More donations have come

in and the grand total, including
the amount added by the Hunter
Foundation, is just over £1,500.
“That is absolutely fantastic

and so very generous in these
difficult times.
“Can I say a huge thank you

to everyone who donated and
supported my fundraising for
the MS Society.
“As soon as I can, I'll be back

with a fabulous tombola and
bric-a-brac tables.”

ARMSTRONG-WILSON

Elizabeth Jane (née Robertson) died peacefully
after a prolonged illness on 12th September
2020. Dearly loved by her husband, the late Roy,
sons Paul, Charles and Rob and grandchildren
Struan, Cameron, Tom, Polly and Luca. 
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church service on 

27th September will be in
 LANGHOLM Church

at 10.00am

 ESKDALEMUIR HUB
Wednesday

30th September 2.00pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

MITCHELL
Doris, Paul and Fiona would like to thank all
family and friends for the cards, flowers and
supportive messages received following the sad
passing of Brian.
Special thanks to David Erskine, Rev. R. Pickles
and Iain Bell. 
The people on the street gave us great support in
our time of need.

BELL

Suddenly on 16th September 2020 in Cumberland
Infirmary, Helen Verney Bell, (nee Cuthbertson),
Thomas Telford Road, Langholm, devoted wife
to Jackie, loving mum, granny and great-granny.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

‘No longer in our lives to share, 
but in our hearts forever there’

> From Page 1

It replied that the intention was
to have a health and fitness hub,
which included a small social area
where community users could
gather and complement other
venues in the town.
The feedback it had received

from the community supported
these objectives and it was not
sure there was space in abundance
nor ready access to expand the
Eskdale sports centre.
Another person said a well-

equipped gym was one of the
main attractions but the design
did not appear to reflect this.
The response said: “It is correct

that the community survey high-
lighted a gym as a main 
attraction.

“Furthermore, the survey 
responses emphasised the gym
would need to contain quality
equipment and have flexible access
times.
“We will review the layouts to

try to ensure we meet the 
objectives.”
It also intended to try to separate

the cardio and resistance training
areas.

Hygienic
One comment highlighted the

problem in Option 3 of people
with outdoor shoes walking through
the changing village, while swim-
mers had to walk through barefoot
and this was not hygienic.
The group is reviewing the layout

and discussing how to improve this
arrangement with the architect.

There were also comments about
having a changing village and
whether Langholm was ready for
this concept.
The group believes these com-

ments are valid but its research
indicates they are extensively used
in modern centres and it is a more
cost-efficient design.
However, it will not be a free

for all. The village has the ability
for segregation should there be,
for example, multi-user or dedi-
cated user groups and this detail
will be incorporated at the detailed
design stage.
People raised questions about

the number of tennis courts and
whether three would be too many.
The group said that when it had

evaluated and fully understood
the costs and potential for use, it

would review this.
It added: “Each of the layouts

was derived from the responses
we received from the comprehen-
sive survey held last year. 
“Our intention is to take forward

one of the three options to the 
detailed design stage and this will
be primarily as a result of an 
options appraisal.
“We will undertake this with sup-

port from the design consultant.”
The group also considered having

a small café but the research and
guidance it received was that the
overheads would be prohibitive
at this stage of planning.
It proposed a social area with

vending machines and an adjoining
small room where food could be
prepared for special or group
events on an occasional basis.

Catherine Lithgow, serial fundraiser, did the Virtual Kiltwalk in aid of the Multiple Sclerosis Society

Thanks for Sympathy
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Job losses
sadness
THE Langholm Alliance has 
expressed its sadness at the news
that 10 jobs are to go at FTS
Dyers because of the continuing
global pandemic.
Frank Steele, managing director,

and his team have done a great
job of rebuilding this business
since rescuing it from adminis-
tration several years ago. It’s a
great shame that it has become a
victim of the virus.
Denis Male, alliance chairman,

said: “FTS Dyers has a strong
management team and a skilled
workforce and supplies a unique
service to knitters and weavers in
the UK and beyond.
“The business is one of our local

success stories and we hope this
action will put it in a strong posi-
tion to benefit from the recovery,
whenever that may be.”

____________________

Is EWM to
be sold?
THE Edinburgh Woollen Mill
Group has appointed an adviser
to value its Peacock store chain
after receiving unsolicited interest
from third parties.
There have been reports in the

national media that EWM itself
is being considered for a sale but
the company is not commenting
on this.
A spokesperson for EWM Group

said: "After unsolicited interest
from third parties in the Peacocks
store chain, we have appointed
an adviser to give us an indication
of the value of the business as
well as field this interest.
“This process is at an early

stage and there is no timeline.
"We continue to reopen our

stores in high streets around the
country.
“We have taken a staggered 

approach to reopening because
many of our older customers are
still cautious about going shop-
ping.
“We have opened a number of

stores on a short-term basis to
test footfall and are working 
towards reopening all our stores."
A Financial Times report said

FRP Advisory was appointed to
assess the value of Peacocks,
Jaeger, Austin Reed, Jacques Vert
and Edinburgh Woollen Mill.

What are the proposals for Elizabeth Street and George Street?

CRITICISM has been levelled
at Dumfries and Galloway
Council for choosing a flood
protection scheme for
Langholm which is “easier
and more obvious than any
other”.
Resident Mike Taudevin has

read all the documentation pro-
duced for the council by con-
sultants RPS for the 1 in 200-
year flood scheme.
He said the solution they came

up with was “pre-chosen” when
it was supposed to have been
chosen by experts from an un-
biased selection of options.
He said: “No concern has

been taken over upstream or
downstream effects or what is
best for the environment and
the fish in the river, what would
be of least impact on the town
or which option would be the
most universal solution.
“Or which option would take

into account the experience of
the old methods as opposed to
the modern thinking on flood
protection schemes.”
Mike also studied the property

level protection (PLP) evalua-
tion for George Street.
He said: “I suggest a survey

of the costs for PLP on the 28
properties in George Street
should be considered.
“There is an alternative to

PLP in George Street, as sug-
gested by a resident in your
earlier  article.
“Instead of PLP, use a new

wall as proposed in their pre-
ferred option but with a gate to
prevent overflow from the sus-
pension bridge area flooding
these properties.
“It is unlikely other nearby

properties will need 
PLP because the ground rises
steadily.
“The ambulance station and

community centre may need
their own small wall to replace
the existing iron paling fence,
with suitable entry and egress.
“A minimum of 26 riverside

properties will need PLP but
probably their own walls around
the gardens.
“It is unlikely that this 

localised PLP, which may need
to extend up to 55 properties,
will amount to more than
£550,000, particularly if local
labour is used.
“The dyehouse needs to be

protected, with its drains closed
to back filling in severe storms,
namely, 1 in 50 years. The 
Co-op needs to have a suitable
dyke.
“The proposed new wall

reaches only the 72m contour
at the dyehouse and most of
the supposedly at-risk properties
in the reports are above this
level.
“Not having the walls would

allow the river to spread out to
less than the 72m level and so
not affect many houses any-
way.
“This is another problem;

SEPA insists on a level of flood
risk for the whole of the low
areas of Langholm and this is
pounced on by insurance com-
panies so they can charge more
for flood insurance and prevents
development of empty sites.

Highest
“It also seems very strange

that the new wall height is noted
at 1.7m where the ground level,
from which we were assured it
was measured, is already at the
77m level so it will be the 
highest wall or embankment
anywhere.”
He notes that flow at

Langholm has never been mea-
sured but is evidently very low
compared with the volume of
rain which falls.
It appears that only 20 per

cent of the rainfall reaches the
river very quickly and, after
more than six hours, river flow
can account for 40 per cent of
the rainfall.
2015, while being one of the

wettest years on record, did not
make the river flood more than
could be expected from a 1 in
50-year event.
The flood expert says they

do not know how much rain
will fall during a 1 in 200-year
storm. This lack of knowledge
shows in their flow figures.
They predict nearly 100 per
cent extra rain at Langholm
over and above 1967.
But a 1.4m extra wall height

is probably only 30 per cent
higher and could mean the new
walls could be easily over-
whelmed, particularly strange
because the new wall diagrams
in the reports all show the 
expected peak level well below
the new barrier tops.

Elizabeth Street
Questions sent to 
Dumfries and Galloway
Council. Do readers have any
comments?

In the video there is a section
on Elizabeth Street with a car
driving along it, what looks
like a narrow (pavement?) with
plant containers on it and a
man standing looking through
the vision panel.
It gives the impression that

the street has been narrowed
and the car takes up the whole
road. There are normally cars
parked along that street outside
the properties.
It looks as though Elizabeth

Street will be one-way. Is this
correct? If it is, will Caroline
Street, William Street and 
Henry Street also have to be
one way?
Will there be a similar plan

for George Street. This, too, is
narrow with cars parked outside
the houses.
People have to reverse or turn

their car around to get out be-
cause it’s too difficult to drive
on to the High Street from
Grieve’s Entry.
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This illustration shows how the overflow channel through Buccleuch Park may look

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Flood Scheme Forum
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council’s 1 in 200-year flood
protection scheme has stimu-
lated a lot of discussion and
the E&L Advertiser wants to
ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to comment or
question those involved.
Each week the Flood Scheme

Forum will focus on a different
aspect of the scheme so 
everyone has a fuller under-
standing of what is proposed.
Once built, the scheme will

be with us for many decades.
In creating this forum, we

would like to include comment
from community councillors,
ward councillors, community
groups, individuals and those
who both support and object
to the scheme.
So, send your comments and

questions to the editor at

rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
or send a message to the 
paper’s Facebook page.
Last week the E&L 

Advertiser asked the council’s
flood risk management team
about what will happen in 
Buccleuch Park.
They were: The video doesn’t

show the overflow channel in
the park during a flood situ-
ation. What route will the
channel take through the
park? Will you have to chop
down trees in its path? Where
will it be in relation to the
war memorial and the 
children’s play park?
After a flood event and it’s

full of debris like stones, silt,
sticks and other rubbish, will
the council clear it out?
We received no response

from the council.

This still from the video shows a car heading south on Elizabeth Street with the flood defences in place



Less costly
solution?
I SUBMIT this to counter the
bad press suffered by
Langholm, Ewes and
Westerkirk community
council which has always
tried, above and beyond the
call of duty, to do their best
for Langholm.
I feel fairly confident that
very few people in Langholm
will have ploughed through all
the documents submitted by
Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s flood risk
management team.
I have eventually looked at
them in some detail but found
them full of jargon and
complicated equations.
Only the people in Belfast
(RPS), who wrote them, will
fully comprehend what they
tried to do.
In essence, this was to prepare

a scheme for protecting
Langholm from flooding as
cheaply as possible.
They rapidly settled, after
little deliberation, on the
scheme to present, going to
great lengths to outline it in
detail.
It is not the community
council’s job to get a second
opinion but to judge the scheme
presented in the light of the
evidence presented.
After a year or more of
deliberation, I come to the
conclusion that the scheme is
excellent for flood protection
but is woefully lacking in facts
and sufficient wide-ranging
consideration.
I am confident that there is a
less-costly solution with more
environmental benefits and will
submit ideas to anyone who
would like to know more and
trust there will be time to get
the proposals rethought.

Michael Taudevin
Drove Road

Langholm

PUPILS at Langholm
primary school have voted for
their representatives on the
pupil council.
There are representatives in each
year group from P1 to P7.
The pupil council collects
questions and ideas from the
pupils and discusses them with
the staff.
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Pupil councillors elected

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Dumfries and Galloway’s visual of the proposed plans for Elizabeth Street in Langholm

P3 

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

P7 

P2

P6 

P1 

P5 P4
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Work from home and
don’t visit your friends

No bonfire,
fireworks
LANGHOLM Regeneration
Group has made the difficult
decision to postpone this year’s
bonfire and fireworks display
until November 7 next year.
The group had huge plans for

this event but, with last year’s
crowds reaching nearly 2,000
people, it feels it’s in the interests
of public safety to not hold it
this time.
The group has launched a

competition for autumn / Hal-
loween-themed bikes.
Simply decorate your bikes

and send a photo to the group’s
Facebook page for the chance
to win £50.
_____________________

Autumn
wardrobe
LEANNE and Emma Duncan
of Rose’s Wardrobe will feature
in the new series of Border Life
this autumn.
The Langholm-based vintage

clothing business will be in the
episode on Wednesday, October
28 at 8pm.

New rules as Scotland records its highest ever daily rate of infection

RESIDENTS and businesses in Eskdale
and Liddesdale are coming to terms
with new restrictions today to try to
beat the rise in COVID-19 infections.
On Tuesday First Minister Nicola Stur-

geon spoke to the nation.
In the last three weeks cases have

almost trebled and more people are being
admitted to hospital and dying.
Ms Sturgeon said: “Our priorities are

saving lives and protecting health, keeping
schools open, restarting NHS services,
ensuring care homes are safe and pro-
tecting jobs and livelihoods.”
John Galloway, co-owner of the Eskdale

Hotel, said it was sensible to have a
10pm curfew on pubs.
It had been difficult for many pubs to

manage customers’ social distancing
after a few drinks but he didn’t see it af-
fecting his hotel because most customers
came for food and had eaten and left by

9.30/10pm anyway.
“I’m happy the government decided

not to have a full lockdown. It would
have a devastating effect on the sector.
“It may prove an inconvenience for

residents but we can deliver drinks to
their rooms which is allowed under the
licensing rules.”
Nicole Weatherstone of Henry Street,

Langholm, started a new job at Armstrong
Watson in Carlisle on Monday, March 2
and was there for only three weeks when
she was told to work at home.
She said: “I had to learn my job on

Microsoft Teams which was challenging
but good. I’m amazed at how well the
systems have worked.
Nicole returned to the office last

Wednesday but is now back home.
“It’s strange not being in an office en-

vironment but you get used to it. It’s
challenging and has been a big learning
curve but, ultimately, it doesn’t matter
where I do my job.”
Sarah Jones, originally from Langholm,

now lives and works in Glasgow.
“I think it’s safe to make a sweeping

generalisation that it has been a tough
year for all.
“Personally, with my mum, Kim, being

classified as vulnerable at the start of
this year and trying to cope mentally
during a lockdown, it has been difficult. 
“I’ve lived in Glasgow for eight years

and I’ve never seen the city so calm and
quiet as it has been during this pandemic,
until the lockdown was lifted.

Glasgow
“My boyfriend works abroad and I 

recently started a new job in Glasgow.
“Starting a new job is initially daunting

but having to work remotely and during
a global pandemic, it is a whole new
level of confusion and isolation.
“So, pre-empting the new restrictions,

I decided to self-isolate in Glasgow for
a week so I could be reunited with my
family in Langholm and gain some emo-
tional support when working from home. 
“It’s essential to ensure you have a

good support network and, if you can,
reach out to those who don’t. A call or a
text message can make a difference.
Sue Toon of the Langholm Support

group said: “During this difficult time,
with rules changing and confusion setting
in, the Langholm COVID-19 group will
look to source and provide correct in-
formation for all.
“We intend to continue to help all res-

idents and keep them safe.” 
Pauline Elliot of the resilience team in

Newcastleton, said they had not yet dis-
cussed what it would mean for the com-
munity but she was reading the guidance.
She added: “I need to speak to our

team first and work out what we’re
thinking about doing. I’ve not yet had a
chance to speak to them.
“We’ll have a look at the guidelines

and see where we maybe need to come
in and help but they are less restrictive
than the lockdown.”

IN BRIEF

A STUNNING new work of art is
appearing on the wall of a promi-
nent High Street wall in Langholm.
The mural, which harks back to the

town’s industrial heritage, is being
put together by Lucy MacLeod, 
creative director of OutPost Arts.
It is one of several murals commis-

sioned as part of a bigger project
which has already installed the metal
mural of a Hugh MacDiarmid poem
The Little White Rose by Agnes
Jones in Easton’s Entry and a colourful
depiction by Blossom McCuaig of
the women in the textile industry in
Lairds Entry.
The project’s objective is to enhance

the appearance of the environment,
creating landmarks.
The themes focus on Langholm's

history and heritage which reinforces
community identity and helps focus
the town's tourism offer, creating 
distinctiveness or 'place-making'.
Lucy’s mural shows real workers

from the past, captured in photos
which now make up part of the Reid
& Taylor mill archive.
They are layered digitally with orig-

inal handwritten text from the
archive’s material log books and com-
bined with painted elements to cele-
brate the hands which built Langholm.
Mural Stories is supported by trusts,

including BGS Cayzer Charitable
Trust, the Stevenson Trust and Walter
Higgs Charitable Trust.

Sarah Jones

People from our past

Lucy MacLeod of OutPost Arts starts work on a new mural in
Langholm High Street, part of the Mural Stories project
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd held the
September sale of 150 store cattle. A busy
ringside of buyers ensured all classes of
cattle were well bid for, with quality sorts
in demand. The sale topped at £1,170 for
a British Blue bullock shown by JL Fisher
& JD Steel, The Keep, Scaleby, who also
sold Limousin heifers at £1,155. Devonport
Farms, Blakelaw sold shapely British
Blue bullocks at £1,140 and heifers at
£1,135. 
On Sunday September 13, the mart

held the second of the Kelso replacement
sales, this one being for Charollais and
crossbred rams. 220 were forward with
an 84% selling rate and very satisfactory
overall average of £526.
The Charollais section opened the sale

and a grand entry of quality shearlings
averaged £532, with lambs levelling at
£420. Top Charollais was a shearling
from Messrs Wales, Thackwood,
Raughtonhead which went at £800 to S
Griffiths, Maes Alyn. Radley Pedigree
Livestock, Dumfries and S Coghill, Muce
Farm, Birsay, Orkney each sold shearlings
at £750, with £700 Charollais sales from
Messrs Wales, S Coghill and H W Sloan,
Riggheads.
A well-presented entry of crossbred

shearlings sold to £1,500, paid by Easter-
house Farms, Wishaw to J W Gibb, Toft-
combs, Biggar for a Beltex cross Texel.
Alan Taylor, Heathery Hall, Thankerton
had sales of Beltex crosses at £1,250 and
£1,100, twice, to J M Retson & Co, Maid-
encots, E B Lishman, Barrasford and J &
A McCulloch, Glentoo. Three rams made
the £1,000 and these were from Heathery
Hall, M Dunlop, Corstane and Messrs
Graham & Son, Hallrigg. The Heathery
Hall average was £933 for nine sheep.
Other crossbreds sold to £950 & £900,

Heathery Hall; £900, £800 & £780,
Cracrop; £850 Hallrigg; £900 & £700,
Kingside; £800, Upper Auchenlay; £750
& £680, Corstane; £700, Radley Livestock
and £650 from Kingside, Whitstonhill
and Thackwood. Suffolk cross Texels
were led at £600, thrice, from Allan-
shaws.
The mart, together with Border Livestock

Exchange Ltd, held the rescheduled Kelso
ram sale for rings 18 & 19 with 244
Texel shearlings in a new, purpose-built
ring on Monday, September 7.
With buyers taking advantage of this,

trade was satisfactory with an 89% sold
ratio from 244 forward. The overall
average returned a healthy £600.45 for
219 head. Joint top was £1,350 from W
N Douglas Catslackburn & W J & J G
Bell, Kinning Hall.
Leading flock averages: Rennie Live-

stock, Sydenham £1000 (1); WJ & JG
Bell, Kinninghall £843.75 (8); J Robertson,
Becks £826 (5); A & HC Smith,
Crumhaughhill £761 (18); J Runciman
& Sons, Allanshaws £740 (9); Sharplaw
Farms £714 (16); WN Douglas, Catslack-
burn £706 (28); CD Scott, Falla  £677.50
(8); GD Wilson, Hawthornside £665.56
(9); Floors Farming, Rawburn £664.44
(9); G Cakebread, Commonside £625 (7);
J & P Anderson, Headshaw £616.67 (3);
WJC & SJ Weir, Mainside £610 (8); AJ
Lambie, Acreknowe Cottage £600 (4).
The mart held the annual sale of North

of England & Scotch Bred Mule ewe
lambs.
A great show of mule lambs came to

the sale with an abundance of local and
distant buyers attending. A sale average
of £101.29 was achieved, being £24 up
on the year.
Topping the sale was a fantastic pen of

12 bright, good-skinned lambs consigned
by Messrs N Calvert, Greensburn, West
Hall realising £152 and their run of 144
averaging £125.
The directors, auctioneers and market

staff thank all vendors and buyers for
their continued support at this difficult
time.
A strong show of all breeds of shearlings

sold to blistering rates, especially for
Cheviot Mules and Texel breed sheep.
Topping at £205 for Texels consigned by
E & A Graham, Upper Mains and Cheviot
Mules to £200 on two separate occasions
consigned by Messrs D Wilson, Marwhirn
& IHG Warden, Skelfhill respectfully.
Ewes of all classes also sold to vendors’
advantage and met a brisk selling trade.
A small show of rams sold to a selective

trade for all classes, topping at £450 for a
Suffolk shearling from Messrs Hewson,
Burgh Head. 
The mart had forward 8,893 sheep com-

prising 4,192 prime lambs and 4,701 cast
ewes and rams last Thursday.
Cast cows remain to sell at recent rates

and more are needed weekly. Ayrshires
to £822 for J Barbour & Co, Machribeg,
Campbeltown with Highland cows selling
to 101p from Ellary Farms.
A large show of 4,192 prime lambs

forward. All classes of well-finished lambs
are needed for the large ringside of buyers.
Best quality export lambs, heavy and
lightweight lambs are in serious demand.
Topping the sale at 289p was a tremen-

dous penful of Beltex lambs from G & W
Halliday, Crawthat, Lockerbie, whose run
of 56 Beltex lambs averaged 45kg, 263p
and £120.79p per head.
Top price per head of £133 for another

pen of wonderful Beltex shown by J Hal-
liday & Son, Linnhead, Lockerbie. Overall

average of 214.5p (SQQ 214.8p) 
Principal price (per head): Beltex £133,

£130 Linnhead, £130, £124 Crawthat,
£123 Ashton, £117, £116 Linnhead, £116
Braehead. Texel £130 Oswie, £125 Town-
foot, £120 Desoglin, £117 Glendiven Cot-
tage, £116 Fenton, £115 Desoglin & Kirk-
ton. Suffolk £130, £121, £118 Archerbeck,
£114 Cowburnrigg, £114, £113 Fenton.
Charollais £109 Campbelton, £102 Archer-
beck, £98 Beckhall. Bleu du Maine £108
Ormiston Lodge. Cheviot £105 Rowan
Croft, £94 Kirkton, £92 Sorbie, £91
Glendinning. Mule £99 The Hagg, £97.50
Archerbeck, £97 Drinkstone & Shawhill,
£96 Westernhopburn, £95 Rhoin & Lower
Moor. Cheviot Mule £98 Grindon Hill,
£94 Castlehill, £92 Grindon Hill, £91
Codlaw Hill & Skelfhill. Lleyn £98,
£94.50 Campbelton. Berrichon £97 Sword-
well Rigg. Herdwick £92.50 Whithaugh.
Blackface £88 Gibblaston, £87 Sewing
Shields & Allensgreen.    
A larger entry of 4,701 ewes was forward

to an increased ringside of 17 buyers op-
erating on 57 separate accounts which
produced a seriously competitive ring of
buyers. A huge show of hill ewes were
dearer on the week and all classes of
ewes sell to record rates for the time of
year, eclipsing all other centres.
Topping the sale were Texel ewes which

sold at £170 from G Mitchinson & Son,
High Greenhill, Kirkcambeck. Hill ewes
topped at £80 for Cheviot ewes from
IHG Warden, Skelfhill, Hawick and from
BJ MacDonald, Rowan Croft, Caithness.
Cast rams sold to serious rates and can

be sold to advantage. Topping the sale at
£170 was a pen of Texel stock tups from
R & K Livesey (Firth), Nether Firth, 
Melrose.

Around the marts

Fly-tipping must be
stopped urgently

Communities own
191,000 hectares

A NEW report has shown that
590 assets were in community
ownership in Scotland in 
December 2019.
The assets were owned by

418 community groups and cov-
ered 191,290 hectares, according
to the study for the Scottish
government by Rural & 
Environmental Science and 
Analytical Services.
Initiatives and legislation com-

ing into effect in 2001, 2004
and 2016 have supported com-
munity ownership and since
2000, 509 assets have been 
acquired.
The rate has increased since

2010. In 2019 313 had been
acquired in the previous 10
years.
Many schemes received fund-

ing from the Scottish Land Fund
which was founded in 2001.
The most common areas for

these assets are Highland (106)

and Argyll and Bute (52).
The area of land in community

ownership has risen by 134,852
hectares since 2000.
A total of £3.1m was paid for

25 assets that year. Using 2019
prices, the most common cate-
gory for purchases was between
£10,000 and £100,000 for the
163 assets where prices were
available.
More than half of the land in

community ownership com-
prises four assets, each greater
than 20,000 hectares. By con-
trast, 39 per cent of assets are
one hectare or less.
This reflects the fact that most

of the land has been bought in
the form of whole estates.
Remote, rural areas contain

63 per cent of these assets (374)
and 98 per cent of the land area
in community ownership. 
Another 98 assets (17%) are in
accessible rural areas.

SCOTLAND’S leading rural
and environmental organisa-
tions have written an 
open letter to Roseanna 
Cunningham, cabinet secre-
tary for environment, climate
change and land reform, call-
ing on the government to 
urgently give clarity on how

it intends to move forward
its work on tackling fly-
tipping.
They would like to see a shift

in focus from the endless task
of clearing up other people’s
mess to preventing it from hap-
pening in the first place.
They make three suggestions

for how this could be achieved.
They warn that every week,

which passes without serious
action, is another week of our
beautiful country being used as
a dumping ground.
The letter was written by 

Scottish Land & Estates, NFUS,
Scottish Partnership Against
Rural Crime, Keep Scotland
Beautiful and Woodland Trust.
They said: “We write to you

to express our continued con-
cerns about fly tipping which
continues to blight Scotland’s
countryside.
“Our beautiful countryside is

blighted by people’s rubbish
daily and the negative impact
this has is significant.
“We know fly-tipping can

cause a range of problems to
the natural, social and economic
environment, including harm
to wildlife and livestock, disease
transmission, soil contamination,
attraction of other crimes and
substantial clear-up costs.

“Waste crime is becoming
an increasingly more visible 
issue and a new approach is
needed to turn the tables on
this crime for good.
“With Scotland expected to

host the UN Climate Change
Conference in 2021, this offers
a unique catalyst for action to
look after our environment and
encourage others to do the same.
“We welcome the govern-

ment’s review of the national
litter strategy which includes
measures on fly-tipping and its
work with partners on identi-
fying other action which can
be taken to tackle the issue.
“This could happen through

a co-ordinated strategic national
response to tackle fly-tipping;
collaborative, cross-sector work-
ing with a firm commitment
by the government to regularly
bring key stakeholders together;
and a greater use of data to
better asses the scale and impact
of the problem.”

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
LLIIMMIITTEEDD

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Urgent action must be taken to stop fly-tipping in Scotland’s countryside
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Team appointed to
regenerate Copshaw

Road shut
at bridge
A ROAD near Newcastleton
will be closed for five days
next month while a bridge is
repaired.
Scottish Borders Council is

closing the B6357 at Ralton
bridge from 8am on Monday,
October 5 to 6pm on Friday,
October 9.
The alternative route for ve-

hicles 10 tonnes and under is,
southbound, via the B6357,
B6399, A7 and B6357 to point
of closure. Northbound is the
same route in reverse.
For vehicles over 10 tonnes it

is, southbound, via the B6357,
A6088, A698, A7 and B6357
to point of closure. Northbound
is the same route in reverse.

____________________

Community
council
LANGHOLM, Ewes and   
Westerkirk community council
meets on Monday, October 19
in Langholm social club but,
because of COVID-19 rules,
the public cannot attend.

Development officer to lead transformation of Buccleuch House
THE team, which will drive
forward the community’s 
inclusive growth strategy, has
been appointed by the 
Newcastleton and District
Community Trust.
Canadian-born Gordie 

Campbell has been appointed
development officer and his first
challenge is to oversee the 
upgrade of Buccleuch House.
It was knocked off track 

because of the flood and the
COVID-19 pandemic but, under
his stewardship, will soon be
underway.
He will oversee the creation

of the new enterprise and learn-
ing centre and the first new
tourism asset Bunks@
Buccleuch.
Gordie, who lives in Denholm,

was formerly project manager
at Burnfoot Grows Together in
Hawick.
He is experienced in leading

projects on construction, climate
change and community devel-
opment in Canada, Norway and
Scotland.

Evie Ashbolt, the leisure assets
worker, will work alongside
community groups to maximise
their potential and encourage
more people to become active
and adopt healthier lifestyles.
The community outreach team

will be led by Claire Musson
who has lived in Newcastleton
since 2010, working at Rock
UK Whithaugh Park.
Before this change of career

direction, Claire taught drama
and English in secondary
schools.
Claire currently chairs 

the school parent council and
founded Liddesdale Performing
Arts Society, bringing many
people of all ages together to
share in song and dance, along
with theatrical experiences.

Friendly
Her colleague Tracy Gill

moved to Newcastleton from
Malawi in 2015 and fell in love
with its friendly community.
Since 2016, she has worked

at Whithaugh Park in a client
service role and is very excited

to be working in the community
outreach.
Julie Thomson, administrator,

was born and bred in the Holm
and lives with her family on
the outskirts of the village.
As well as working for the

trust she is a community and
children’s worker and is the

chaplain for the primary school.
A trust spokesperson said:

“Newcastleton is fortunate that,
as a community, we all care
passionately about where we
live and the residents.
“It’s a place where neighbours

support each other and people
come together in a crisis but as

any crisis abates, it can leave
challenges.

Challenging
“The impact of Storm Dennis

and COVID-19 continue to leave
their mark, with many experi-
encing challenging new situa-
tions physically, financially and
emotionally.
“Some won't be in their own

homes for Christmas given the
delays enforced by COVID-19.
“The outreach team are avail-

able to help anyone from 
refreshing CVs to switching 
energy providers or chasing 
insurance issues.
“They are the community sup-

port frontline and will make
sure no one is left behind.
“The team will also offer 

support and find ways to 
improve the mental health and
well-being of everyone in the
community.”
To contact Claire and Tracy

call 01387 375723 or email 
support@newcastletoncommu-
nitytrust.co.uk

IN BRIEF

A POPULAR walk around 
Newcastleton is to be given a
facelift.
The sawmill woodlands are now
owned by the Newcastleton and
District Community Trust.
The trust now intends to work
on the walk as its autumn pro-
ject.
The wood runs above the village
on the old railway line.
Many people use this every day
and are aware of how sad it
looks in places.
The trust said it would like to
thank the Fallago Trust for its
grant to enable the facelift to go
ahead.
A spokesperson said: “We will
refence its boundary and make
good the terrain so it can cope
with walkers for years to come.
“Our young people's wildlife club
are keen to cultivate new areas
to create bug houses and wildlife
dens.
“We wish to accommodate these
elements as features of the walk.
“Subject to COVID-19  guide-
lines, we may ask for volunteers
to help us. See our Facebook
page for details.”

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

Gordie Campbell is the development officer for the Newcastleton and 
District Community Trust

Woodland due a facelift

The sawmill woodlands in Newcastleton are to get a facelift to
make the area more attractive and accessible to walkers.
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AS AUTUMN chills begin to nip
the air and the days shorten,
many people’s thoughts turn to
cosy nights at home.

There are many businesses in
and around this area providing
services to keep us warm all
through winter.

They can install windows and
log or multi-fuel burning stoves,
look after heating systems, sell
coal and logs and, most impor-
tantly, sweep your chimneys and
provide storage for your winter
fuel.

Some of the companies adver-
tising here are small family busi-
nesses and have been established
for many years so you know you
are getting services from people
you can trust. 

Whatever the weather, stay warm
and look after your friends and
neighbours. Pop in and make sure
they’re well, particularly if they’re
elderly.

It’s easy to assume that people
are managing fine but, if you live
alone, it’s always nice to get a
visit in wintertime when the nights
are long and dark.

Mark Fraser, chimney sweep,
has been in business for more
than 20 years. As well as sweeping
chimneys, he sweeps stove flues
and services multi-fuel stoves.

M&H Coal took over a long-
standing family business. Amanda
and Ian’s business is based in
Rowanburn and offers house coal,
coal for multi-fuel stoves, logs by
the bag or dumpy bag or by the

tonne or half-tonne.
The company delivers as far as

Hawick (on a monthly basis), 
Kirkpatrick Fleming, Eaglesfield, 
Ecclefechan, Langholm, Ewes,
Eskdalemuir and Westerkirk. This
business can help keep your home
warm through the coldest of days.
Whitesyke Garden Centre, based
in Brampton Road, Longtown is
open seven days a week.

It stocks a range of fuels to collect
seven days a week; remember to
ask for your fuel loyalty card.

They include smokeless coal,
wood briquettes, coal doubles and

cobbles, hardwood logs, kindlers,
firelighters and paraffin.

While collecting your fuel, visit
the Lemon Tree Coffee Shop which
offers a selection of delicious light
lunches.

It has a large selection of mouth-
watering treats, including cakes,
traybakes and scones, baked 
daily.

The beverage selection includes
Americano coffee, cappuccino and
espresso, an extensive range of
Twining speciality teas and general
soft drinks. The team are always
there to help.

SW Timbers
Get organised for winter with a

log store from SW Timbers of
Langholm. Steve will provide you
with a store to your specifications
made from seasoned and treated
wood. All types of wooden struc-
tures and garden furniture made.
The Door Way

Get those steamed-up windows
fixed by replacing the glass, not
the windows. Malcolm McEwan
at The Door Way in Hawick will
give you all the advice you need
on replacement doors, glass, locks,
handles and letter plates.
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The E&L Winter Warmer

Rowanburn • Canonbie • mhcoalltd@talktalk.net
Tel. 013873 71797 • 07960 119656

free delivery within 10 miles of Canonbie

M & H
COAL LTD

COAL · LOGS · KINDLERS

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617 ■ m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept

Wood Burning Stoves 
Serviced

IN BUSINESS FOR
OVER 20 YEARSCOMMISSIONING

▪
SERVICING

▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

Whitesyke Garden Centre
Brampton Road

Longtown
CA6 5TR

Tel: 01228 792718

● Full range of fuels available ● Coal doubles & cobbles
● Smokeless coal ● Peat briquettes
● Wood briquettes ● Hardwood Logs
● Kindlers & firelighters ● Paraffin

● Remember to ask for
Fireplace parts: your fuel loyalty card

Various grates
Fireguards
Companion Sets
Coal Buckets
Log Baskets etc.

Open 7 days a week

£7.35£7.35

HEATWRIGHT
OFTEC registered

Oil heating engineer
Plumbing and heating specialist

t. 013873 81339
m. 07870918938
e. heatwrightuk@aol.co.uk

Steading Cottage
Arkleton, Ewes

Langholm DG13 0HL

�� SHEDS  �� FENCES  �� SUMMER HOUSES  �� FENCE PANELS

�� DOG KENNELS  �� LOG STORES  �� ALL TIMBER PRODUCTS

Here at SW Timbers we cut and make all fence panels from tree 
to finished product. We sell to the public and supply to the trade.

We also design, manufacture and build sheds and summerhouses
to your specification.

Please contact us for a quotation

SW TIMBERS
Cleuchfoot
Langholm
DG13 0LR

07740 873501

The nights are fair drawin’ in; so cosy up with the E&L’s autumn feature
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£300k grant boosts
moor buyout to £3.1m

COVID-19
warning
A WARNING has been issued
about Covid fraudsters.
Joan McAlpine, South 

Scotland MSP, is reminding the
public that NHS contact tracers
will never ask for information
about bank accounts or medical
records or try to sell anything.
She has confirmed that any

data gathered will be stored se-
curely by NHS Scotland and
destroyed as soon as possible
after the pandemic concludes.
She said: “I understand that

people may be worried about
the risks of potential phone
scams but the NHS already has
a number of protections in place
to stop potential fraudsters and
ensure all information is kept
confidential.
“Contact tracers will introduce

themselves, state the reason for
their call and will always iden-
tify who they are calling by
name.
“They will not ask for infor-

mation about bank accounts or
medical records and will not
try to sell you anything.
“Trace and Protect is one way

we will tackle this pandemic
but physical distancing and good
hand hygiene play a huge role
in minimising the spread of the
infection.”

With time running out, the purchase may drop to 5,200 acres
A “GAME-CHANGING”
£300,000 has boosted
Langholm’s attempt to secure
southern Scotland’s biggest
community land buyout,
bringing its funding total to
£3.1m as an October 31 dead-
line looms.
The Langholm Moor commu-

nity buyout, led by the award-
winning Langholm Initiative,
wants to buy 10,500 acres of
moorland, jointly valued at
£6.4m from Buccleuch to create
the Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve.
The charity and Buccleuch

also have an agreement for a
smaller option, with the com-
munity buying about 5,200 acres
of land, including six properties,
jointly valued at £4.2m. 
Discussions are ongoing. 
With the community facing a

race against time to raise the
money for either deal, the
Garfield Weston Foundation, a
family-founded grant-making
trust has pledged £300,000. 
Margaret Pool, Initiative chair-

woman, said: “This generous

support from the Garfield 
Weston Foundation could well
be a game-changer for the buy-
out.
“All the signs are that 

momentum is now building 
towards a successful outcome.
“Just months ago we had a

daunting mountain to climb but
the summit is now in sight.
“It’s still going to be hard

work to get there and the clock’s
ticking.
“We’re asking people to help

achieve something special by
supporting our crowdfunder and
for major funders to get in
touch.”
The purchase, whether for

10,500 or 5,200 acres, would
be southern Scotland’s biggest
community buyout in land value
and area so far and would create
a vast nature reserve.
Peatlands and ancient woods

would be restored, native wood-
lands established and a haven
provided for the area’s remark-
able wildlife, including hen har-
riers, the UK’s most persecuted
bird of prey.

Philippa Charles, director of
the Garfield Weston Foundation,
said: “Our trustees are delighted
to pledge support. They recog-
nise the important environmental
value of this land and they are
also impressed with the ‘never
give up’ attitude of the com-
munity and those involved in
the project.
“We hope others are inspired

to help at this crucial final stage.”

After the Scottish Land Fund
awarded the project £1m in
June,  hugely welcome but a
third of the amount requested,
and with the condition the pur-
chase be completed by October
31, the buyout appeared at 
serious risk.
Although the SLF has now

changed its condition from a
purchase being fully completed
to all necessary funds for a pur-

chase being raised, the October
31 deadline remains.
The buyout has continued to

receive wide support because
of its vision of tackling climate
change, restoring nature, and
supporting community regen-
eration by bringing jobs and
visitors to the area.
The Dunblane-based Carman

Family Foundation pledged
£500,000 and the South of 
Scotland Enterprise Agency up
to £1m.
The public crowdfunding ap-

peal at gofundme.com/
langholm-moor-buyout has now
passed the £130,000 mark, with
donations made by some 2,500
people from around the world. 
Another £80,000 of direct pub-

lic donations has been made
and the John Muir Trust has
donated £100,000. 
The landowner has not set a

hard deadline for the buyout
and is working with the com-
munity to achieve a positive
outcome. To find out more and
support the crowdfunding 
appeal,visit 
langholminitiative.org.uk.

IN BRIEF

CONSTRUCTION on a windfarm near
Langholm is progressing as the turbine
towers and blades are taken to the site.
Muirhall Energy of Lanarkshire is building

Crossdykes, north west of the town.
The project is one of the first windfarms

to be built in the UK without subsidy.
Generation is scheduled to start in 

September next year.
The development will pay £322,000 

annually into communities.
The 46MW windfarm will generate the

equivalent of the annual power consumption
of more than 45,000 houses.
The 10 turbines are 176.5m high.
Our two photos show a lorry transporting

a tower on the B723 between Sibbaldbie
and Berryscaaur and a blade being carried
on the road at the side of Crossdykes burn
near where it meets the Water of Milk.
On one occasion, locals reported that a

vehicle got stuck on Boreland bridge while
carrying a blade.
Jason Morin, project manager, said: 

“Abnormal load deliveries for the windfarm
have now begun after completion of the
offsite access works, onsite access tracks
and crane hardstands for all 10 turbines.
The components are arriving from King
George V docks in Glasgow.
“Turbine construction will begin soon, while

deliveries will continue until the end of 
October. It is anticipated that all turbines
will be built before the end of the year.”

Only weeks remain to buy Langholm Moor                        Photo: Tom Hutton

Turbine transportation traumas

The transportation of the towers and blades for Crossdykes windfarm has begun and construction will begin soon
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Flu vaccine campaign
for all eligible people

Beware of
“BT” email 
A LANGHOLM man is warning
others to beware a BT scam.
John Armstrong of Eskdaill
Street was emailed and asked,
purportedly by BT whether he
wanted to change his payment
details.
If he didn’t, he might lose his
connection.
He was asked to put in his
BT password so he did that and
other information, like his email
address, date of birth and mobile
number, along with his bank
password.
John said: “I stopped there. I
could see that further down they
wanted my card details. I went
back and nothing had been
saved.
“The next day I got a text
from BT to say someone could
be trying to get into my 
account.
“The email was very authentic.
It sounded like I would lose
my phone.”
John said he wanted to warn
others, particularly elderly peo-
ple, and stop them from giving
anyone their personal details.

____________________

Recycling
centres

THE limit on the quantity of
waste accepted at community
recycling centres in the Scottish
Borders has been removed.
With sites potentially busier
and more waste being deposited,
the council requests that the
public follow the Scottish gov-
ernment’s FACTS guidance
when using recycling centres,
particularly the need to socially
distance.
Trailers or large vans must
continue to use the online book-
ing system before visiting a
centre.
The simple booking form is
at www.scotborders.gov.uk/
recyclingcentres or call 0300
100 1800.
Other temporary restrictions
remain in place for the safety
of the public and staff.
These include asking one per-
son only to leave a vehicle 
unless it is a heavy item and
site staff not helping offload
materials because of social dis-
tancing guidance.
The public are asked to make
sure they are aware of updated
opening times, weekday closure
dates for each centre and not
queue beyond ‘no queuing’ signs
at entrances to avoid traffic
backing up.
More information is at
www.scotborders.gov.uk/recy-
clingcentres

Letters arriving this week for vital immunisation programme
A MAJOR push is underway
for every eligible person in
Dumfries and Galloway to
protect themselves and their
communities against flu this
winter.
With COVID-19 around, this
year's immunisation programme
is more important than ever.
Plans are well advanced to
deliver the immunisation cam-
paign which runs from Monday,
September 28 to Thursday, 
December 31.
Everyone eligible to receive
a free flu vaccination will be
invited through the post, with
letters starting to arrive now.
These set out specific dates,
times and places to attend for a
flu vaccination, employing 
locations which will help 
accommodate what may be the
biggest vaccination campaign
to date in the region.
The programme has been 
extended to include 55 to 64
year olds and will specifically
target vulnerable groups, 

including over 65s, pregnant
women, schoolchildren, pre-
school children, NHS staff, paid
carers, care home staff and social
workers.
Dr Nigel Calvert, consultant
in public health medicine, said:
"Flu can be serious and result
in even otherwise healthy people
being in hospital.
"The vaccine remains the best
and safest way to protect against
flu and its complications and
helps protect those around them
who may be more vulnerable
to flu.
“The more people get vacci-
nated, the more it will protect
the population and help our
NHS avoid the pressure that a
spike in seasonal flu would put
on top of COVID-19.
"We have teams in place, ready
to respond to this immunisation
uptake. We will use town halls,
community hospitals and health
board buildings to deliver five-
minute appointments. with the
emphasis on physical distancing,

hand hygiene and cleaning.”
Dr Calvert added: "By every-
one playing their part, we can
help stop the spread of the flu
virus this winter and protect our
NHS.”
A campaign of flu vaccination
will also be held for those work-
ing in health and social care.

It will offer flu vaccinations
to all NHS employees, including
GPs, dentists, optometrists, com-
munity pharmacy staff, and be
provided to social workers giv-
ing direct personal care.
Other recipients include those
employed by statutory services
(STARS, CASS) and employed

by the third sector such as nurs-
ing and care home staff and
care agency staff.
Anyone, who does not qualify
for a free flu vaccination, can
still get a vaccination through a
service provided by some high
street chemists.
A campaign promoting the 
update of flu vaccinations this
winter is being launched 
nationally.
For more information about
this year’s flu vaccination cam-
paign, go to 
www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-
living/immunisation/vaccines/flu
-vaccine

IN BRIEF

FOUR more defibrillators have been installed
as part of a project to cover the whole of 
Eskdale.

They are outside the town hall in Langholm,
at James Ewart Racing at The Craig, in 
Chapelknowe and in Glenzier.

The final and ninth defibrillator will be installed
in Rowanburn in the coming weeks.

Earlier this summer four went live at the 
Eskdalemuir Hub, Benty hall, Ewes hall and
Cross Keys Hotel in Canonbie.

Project organisers Ian Donald and Jamie
Fletcher are monitoring the current situation on
social distancing and plan to start training
awareness sessions at each location as soon
as they can.

In the meantime the public are encouraged to
visit the Facebook page Eskdale Defibrillators
where there is information and a Zoll defibrillator
training video.

The cabinets are made from stainless steel
and heated and insulated so they’ll last a long
time and protect the defibrillators from the ele-
ments.

The defibrillators are operated as part of the
Community Heartbeat Trust which helps and
supports communities in the correct provision
of defibrillators in a sustainable, resilient and
governance-led manner.

The cabinets are locked and need a code to
open them. This is given by the Scottish 
Ambulance Service when someone rings 999.

Dr Nigel Calvert, consultant in public health medicine

Four more defibrillators go live

Steve and Kathleen Cattermole with the defibrillator in Glenzier

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community
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Co-op staff go up hill and
down dale for charity

Climate
action
COUNCILLORS in the Scottish
Borders will consider declaring
a climate emergency at the full
meeting of the council tomor-
row.
It is also proposed that the

council sets a target for achiev-
ing more reductions in its carbon
emissions as soon as possible
and they are, at least, consistent
with the government’s target of
net zero by 2045.
Should members agree, offi-

cers will be asked to develop
an action plan for further con-
sideration.
Councillor Shona Haslam,

council leader, said: “Any dec-
laration of a climate emergency
cannot be a hollow gesture. 
“It must be backed by action

and it is essential that a suitable
target is put in place and a plan
developed to reach it.
“We must and will do more

and we need to make the most
of the council’s role as a com-
munity leader to encourage our
partners and communities to
step up their efforts.”

MEMBERS of staff at the
Langholm Co-op have been
walking, running and cycling
for a mental health charity.
They completed 646 miles

in 10 days for the Scottish 
Association for Mental Health
(SAMH), their charity of the
year, and, so far this year, they
have raised about £1,150.
Gary Collins, store manager,

said: “The 25 stores in our
area, which runs from Cumbria
to Campbeltown, all took part
in various activities.
“There was some friendly

competition between the stores.
Ours is the smallest in our 
region and we did the sixth
highest number of miles.
“The target was 500 miles,

which was a hard target, and
all the miles covered had to
be outdoors. We couldn’t count
walking around the store.
“The idea is to encourage

people to get active and get
them out and about and a cou-
ple of employees have used it
to kickstart their own fitness.”

Scottish Association for Mental Health benefits from colleagues’ efforts

Passion for houses and animals
Emily Beattie on top of Warblaw

ELIZABETH Armstrong-Wilson,
who has died recently, was one
half of the husband and wife team
who bought Hollows Tower in the
1970s and restored it into a family
home.
With her husband, Roy, the couple

had a passion for houses, renovating
and living in many during their life
together.
However, the highlight for them

both was buying the roofless ruin of
a peel tower on the banks of the
Esk, just north of Canonbie.
Known variously as Hollows and

Gilnockie Tower, a point of great
contention, it appeared to have been
derelict since at least the 1780s. 
Roy had known of the place since

his childhood and identified strongly
with its Armstrong connections.
He long dreamed of restoring the

tower to live in and, in Elizabeth, he
had found a willing collaborator.
They negotiated the purchase of

the ruin from Buccleuch Estates. No
deeds for it existed at the time which
says something about the history of
land ownership in the area.
Using local labour, they turned it

into their dream home in just over a
year. 

Since that time, many border peel
towers have been restored and 
repurposed but, in 1978, it was 
regarded as a remarkable ambition
and attracted much attention locally
and nationally.
They lived there for four years but

stayed in the area for the rest of
their lives. Roy died in 2012.
Elizabeth Jane Robertson was born

in Sculcotes near Hull and she grew
up in Cartmel in the south Lakes
from the age of eight after her father
died in a car accident.
It was here she met and married

Roy in 1957. They shared several
passions, including animals, coun-
tryside and, of course, houses.
Together they renovated a number

of cottages where they lived in the
Lakes.
Roy masterminded the structural

alterations and Elizabeth was 
responsible for the interior design.
They made a good team and many,

who knew them, recall the impact of
entering one of their creations. 
Elizabeth died at Dryfemount Care

Home in Lockerbie on Saturday,
September 12. She is survived by
her three sons and five 
grandchildren. Elizabeth Armstrong-Wilson and her late husband, Roy, renovated Hollows Tower in the 1970s

Manager Gary Collins on one of his runs

Sean Stevens climbs Scafell Pike in the Lake District

Stuart Tedham walks from Holmwood to the Holm and back

Paula Cartner on her walk near Keswick
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THE Wild Eskdale project
restarts this month after
being put on hold by the
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Carys Mainprize, project

assistant, said: “We’re really
excited to get back into the
swing of things and develop
ways to engage people with
nature in this new climate.”
The project is moving for-

ward by focusing on remote
or digital delivery, which fam-
ilies can use as prompts or
inspiration to get out and
about.
One new activity is the 

Nature Club. Families with
children aged five to eight
can sign up to receive a
themed activity pack and 
resources each week for an
eight-week run. 
Carys added: “We wanted

a way to encourage families
to connect with the outdoors
which wouldn’t be affected
by potential future lockdowns.
“The club launches on 

October 5 in time for the hol-
idays but families can sign

up any time during the eight
weeks.”
Wild Eskdale is redesigning

its John Muir Award pro-
gramme. The award is 
nationally recognised and is
inspired by Scottish-born 
ecologist and father of the
national parks, John Muir.
It is divided into four com-

ponents: discover, explore,
conserve and share. The goal
is to get people to connect
with wild spaces following
these loose themes. 
There will be plenty of sup-

port from Wild Eskdale to
complete the award and lots
of flexibility for people to
choose their own ways of
connecting with nature.
Carys said: “The best thing

is that both programmes
complement each other. The
nature club supports young
children to achieve a family
John Muir award, for exam-
ple. Families are welcome
to sign up for both.
“The award is not only for

young people. Anyone, who

would like to achieve one,
can sign up.”
Both the Nature Club and

John Muir awards are free
and neither needs any special
resources to take part. 

For more information or to
sign up, go to:- 

www.facebook.com/wildeskdale
or email Carys at 
education@wildeskdale.co.uk
The Wild Eskdale project

wishes to thank its funders
the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Holywood Trust and 
Robertson Trust for making
these activities possible.
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Sunset at the MacDiarmid Memorial taken by Sharon Tolson of Langholm
Camera: Samsung Galaxy S10+

The E&L Gallery

Return to the Wild Eskdale
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Six year old Harriet Storey from Canonbie chalked her sixth success of the season on Saturday. 

INTO THE MILL
continued

When I arrived down at
Arthur Bell’s Mill on that first
hot sunny August Monday
morning I was confronted with
this little fat man sitting on the
stool in trousers, shirt and
waistcoat and already begin-
ning to sweat.
As the heat built up Robbie
began to sweat profusely and as
the evening sun slanted through
the windows it illuminated the
colourful flecks of broth tapped
in his large brown moustache
with the reds of carrots, greens
of leeks and peas and the whites
of barley.
On Fridays Robbie would
treat himself to a quarter of
Milk Tray Caramels which he
kept in his waistcoat pocket 
beside the pipe tobacco. He
would give me one which made
my eyes water.

Healds
When Robbie was finished
drawing the threads through the
healds he would kick his stool
to one side and step back to 
admire his work. There was a
low barrow about knee high
used for wheeling the beam of
yarn into the loom. I would
push it behind Robbie and he
would step back and fall over it.
I would rush forward and pick
him up and dust him down and
he would thank me graciously.

A dirty trick on reflection but
on the other hand when he was
drawing the threads through a
metal reed like a comb to guide
the threads in the loom I would
count out the correct size of
healds to match the warp
threads in the next web as 
Robbie was on piece work.

Peegie
After about a year on this 
in-giving I was moved to the
dyehouse and apprenticed to
Drew Stevenson who ultimately
founded the Langholm Dyeing
and Finishing Company and
The Edinburgh Woollen Mill.
This was a much better job as I
got to walk about and there
were some great characters in
there; Ben McRoberts,
“Plushie” Warwick and
“Peegie” Corrie etc.
The wooden dye pots had
come from the wooden whisky
vats at the distillery at the 
Skipper’s Bridge.
The highlight for me and the
whole mill at that time was
when Jim “Peegie” Corrie fell
into the dye pot. Fortunately for
Jim it was a pure indigo vat
which dyed the cloth or loose
wool at only 120 deg. Fahren-
heit.
Jim was dyeing loose wool
and had to stir the wool about
with a pole to keep it a level
shade.
Unfortunately Jim over-
reached and fell in over the
head to emerge a light indigo

shade, hair skin and clothes.
In those days in the depression
between the wars a man had
only two sets of clothes. His
working clothes and his Sunday
suit.
Jim went home and came
back in his Sunday suit.
By that time it was all round
the mill that Jim had fallen into
the dye pot and Arthur Bell
himself, founder and proprietor
of the mill, came round to com-
miserate.
Jim was explaining to him
what had happened when he fell
in again to emerge a deeper
shade of indigo.

Sample
At Bell’s dyehouse, the only
one in the town, we dyed the
yarn for all the other mills in the
town. As the apprentice I was
sent to each particular mill with
a sample of their dyeing to be
passed by their designer or
someone else in authority.
At the age of 16 in 1936 I had
managed to get into the
Langholm first XV rugby team
on the wing.
On this particular day I took a
shade across to the Waverley
Mills where the great Tom
Scott, proprietor and
Langholm’s first rugby interna-
tional in 1895, looked at the
shade.
“Were you the boy on the
wing for Langholm on 
Saturday?” he asked.

> to be continued

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Dog show winners in 1995: 1st Skippy the Shetland Sheepdog with owner Lucie Little, 2nd Sally the Cocker Spaniel
with owner Robin Hislop and 3rd Fern the Golden Retriever with Lisa Henry. 

Carding Machine at Arthur Bell’s Mill 
courtesy of Langholm Archives

THE WEATHER defied the gloomy 
forecasts and happily the public ignored
the weathermen.
The Cattle Show Secretary Jean Currie

was delighted with the day about which she
had many favourable comments, she 
reported on Monday.
The bar, too, showed a slight increase on

last year and it had been a very enjoyable
day, with all the hard work paying off, she
said.
The horse section had been particularly

good, with all of them being well turned out
and the donkey classes, which were intro-
duced only last year, were already proving
very popular, the overall champion having
travelled all the way from Fife – and in spite
of the early morning rise it had all been well
worth the effort, Mrs Anne Crawford told
Dumfries and Galloway Lord Lt Captain
Ronnie Cunningham-Jardine as he presented
the new trophy given by Mrs Alison Mann of
Canonbie.
He was so pleased with his day at the

Show that he stayed until long after all the
exhibits had been cleared away, enjoying
the final stages of the afternoon with the
sheaf tossing and the hound trails.

Jacob
The last time he had visited the show was

when he was on official duties two years
ago accompanying Princess Alexandra when
she dropped in to present the trophy to the
winner of the Jacob sheep in her capacity
as President of the Jacob Sheep Society.
Mrs June Wilson, one of the Industrial

Section co-secretaries, was also delighted
with the way things had gone.
“The standards were very high and every-

one was very well pleased,” she said.
She was particularly impressed with the

standards in the needlework, which had
given judge Mrs G Graham a very difficult
task.
The only slight hiccup had been the stiff-

ening breezes which had resulted in several
of the picture exhibits being blown down
with the flapping canvas of the marquee,
but other than that everything had gone

well, thanks not only to a very good com-
mittee, but also to the many other helpers
who volunteered every year to assist on the
day.
This year saw a larger number of trophies

staying in the Langholm area, including two
of the top sheep trophies, won by Becks
farmer Jim Robertson. 
Relative newcomer to the stick making

competitions Norman Maxwell consolidated
his wins over the summer by taking the D
Grant Memorial Trophy for the Best Novice
Stick, giving veteran stick maker Robbie
Little, formerly of the Benty, but now in 
Bewcastle, something to think about for
future competitions. He won the Bell 
Perpetual Challenge Cup for the Best
Dressed Stick in the Show.
Another regular winner this year, Peter

Saville, once again proved he has the green-
est fingers in Langholm when it comes to
pot plants. This week it was his geranium
which took pride of place, taking the 
Cumberland Building Society Trophy in the
Flowers Section.
Most outstanding exhibit in the floral art

went to Marion Wright, who also took two
firsts and a second.
In the home baking section the E&L Trophy

for the most outstanding exhibit went to
Pauline Innes, with her cake decorated in
the form of the old woman who lived in a
shoe – complete with all the children. Pauline
was delighted with her achievement, never
having had a lesson in sugarcraft. Penton’s
Elaine Smith took the other major trophy,
the Mr & Mrs J Wood Perpetual Challenge
Trophy for Most Points.
The Eskdale Group WSRI Challenge Cup

went to Westerkirk member Catherine Tod
with the special prize for the most outstanding
exhibit to Ewes member Elaine Cavers.
While Helen Latimer was the only Langholm

youngster to take a trophy – for the best 
exhibit in the children’s section – another
youngster with local connections also per-
formed well. Kayleigh Graham of Waterbeck
took the Trophy for best exhibit in the section
opposite to that taken by Helen.

> continued next week

Langholm
Show 1995



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIED

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

E&L JOB SPOT

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

RBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED
The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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PUBLIC NOTICES

The Langholm Alliance
PROJECT ASSISTANT

The Langholm Alliance is seeking to appoint a Project Assistant who
will provide administrative support to the Community Enterprise
Manager and the Board of Langholm Alliance in order to manage 
delivery of the Langholm Community Plan, which is supporting the
economic regeneration of the town.

Skills
IT literate with experience of MS office software.•
Have a high standard of written and communication skills.•
Well organised with strong administrative skills.•
Self-motivated and an enthusiastic team player.•
Ability to deliver quality work with minimum supervision.•
Ability to engage confidently with people and community groups.•

Contract
The role is offered on a 12 month contract / 30hrs per week (based in the Alliance 
office, Langholm) with flexible working hours and competitive remuneration package.

Please apply via email with cover letter and CV or for further information contact
Denis Male (Chair of LA) denis.male@icloud.com with a copy to 
haugh2@btinternet.com

The closing date for applications is Friday 9th October 2020.

This position is being supported by the Supported by Dumfriesshire East 
Community Benefit Group (DECBG), which is funded by Scottish Power 
Renewables Ewe Hill Windfarm, South of Scotland Enterprise, Dumfries and 
Galloway Council and The Stevenson Trust.

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.
gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 08/10/2020 (Type A) or 
15/10/2020 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/0633/FUL (A) Ewelees Farm, Ewes, Langholm - Erection of 25 
metre high lattice tower, installation of 4 antennas, 2 transmission dishes, 3 
equipment cabinets, 1 satellite dish, formation of 100 metres of access track 
and associated works
20/1296/LBC (B) Bank Of Scotland, High Street, Langholm - 
Lowering of ground floor level of bank building and associated works to 
provide inclusive public access

E&L
JOBS

Advertise your 
vacancies in the
E&L Advertiser.

You’ll be surprised
how little it costs!



Rugby
LANGHOLM’s 1st XV team
are set to start their season on
October 31 after the SRU 
issued fixtures for 2020/21 
season.

This start date will, however,
be subject to confirmation by
the Scottish government nearer
the time.

If all goes to plan, Langholm
will play Livingston RFC at
home.

For the forthcoming season
only East League 2 will be split
into two conferences of five
teams each.

Langholm will be in Conference
1 with Hawick Linden, 
Corstorphine, Livingston and
Penicuik.

The other conference is made
up of Dunbar, Inverleith, Leith,
North Berwick and Trinity 

Accies.
The teams in Conference 1

will play each other at home
and away, as will teams in 
Conference 2 up until the end
of January 1.

After that, teams in Conference
1 will play teams in Conference
2, either at home or away.

The winner of Conference 1
will play the runner-up from
Conference 2, while the winner
of Conference 2 will play the
runner-up from Conference 1
as semi-finals in April.

The winners of the semi-finals
will play in an East league final
in early May.

There is no promotion or rel-
egation this season .

Langholm fixtures: (all 
Saturdays). 

Oct 31 Livingston, home;
November 7 Hawick Linden,
away; November 14 
Corstorphine, home; November

21 Penicuik, away; December
12 Livingston, away; January
9, Hawick Linden, home; Jan-
uary 16 Corstorphine, away;
January 23 Penicuik, home;
February 20 Inverleith, home;
February 27, Trinity Accies,
away; March 13 North Berwick,
home; March 27 Dunbar, home;
April 3 Leith, away.

Situation
Kenneth Pool, chairman, said:

"Hopefully, we can start on 
October 31 but this remains to
be seen. It will depend on how
the Scottish government views
the ongoing COVID-19 situa-
tion during October.

“We will plan for the 31st as
a start date and see what hap-
pens.

“It will be a long season and
if things do go to plan, the
weather over the winter will be
kind and allow matches to go

ahead on scheduled dates but
we will have to wait and see.

“If the club does well in the
conferences and makes it
through to the semi-finals, we
will need to speak to the East
league committee about a suit-
able date in April to play this
match to avoid any clash with
our sevens on April 24.

“With the fixtures announced,
we can plan accordingly from
October and see what happens.
It gives the players something
to aim for.

“The club’s membership book-
lets will be issued very shortly
so that members’ subs can be
paid. Full details of how to pay
will be included with the 
booklets.

“We look forward to welcom-
ing everybody back to Milntown
as soon as it is seen as safe to
do so.”

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p
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Sports News
Thursday September 24, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER

saturday 24th october
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Lake Takapuna and Rachael McDonald pulled off a double win at Kelso

Spectacular 
double for Ewart

Hounds
PUPPY produce day was held at
Sewingshields last Saturday.

As the seniors came into view at
about halfway, Class Mo Salah was
leading, with Polaris and Tynemouth
giving chase.

Passing by the trail field, the same
three hounds were still at the fore,
with Fire Gun moving closer into
fourth.

These four were well clear of the
rest of the field. Coming on to the
finish, Class Mo Salah and Polaris
had gained an advantage,.

It was nip and tuck all the way to
the line, with Polaris getting up to
win by a length. Tynemouth was third,
beating Fire Gun by half a length.

The next trail was the senior graded
and Overwater Stanley was nearly a

minute clear of the other 12 runners
as he first came into view.

Although the field had pulled back
some of the lead, Overwater Stanley
sailed home for his second senior
graded win.

The race was on for second as a
bunch of six hounds, led by Lucky
Charm, with Castle Clansman and
Bobby Moon to the fore raced along.

Fire Lass finished well in the latter
stages to take second and Bobby Moon
was a few lengths back in third.

Mistake.
In the puppy produce trail Time Will

Tell set the pace but a mistake dropping
off the hill left Diggleboy in front of
Matilda and Border Brae after they
jumped the gate.

These three pups moved clear of the

other runners as they passed the field.
As they appeared on the finish, 

Diggleboy had a three-length advan-
tage but as they came on to the cleaner
running, Border Brae pulled level
and raced stride for stride to the line.

Border Brae took the honours by
half a length for delighted owner and
breeder Annabelle Connelly.

Only three veterans ran in the last
race. As they moved by the field, Mr
Ant had a few hundred yards on
Chancer who had a similar advantage
over Fire Bolt.

Mr Ant maintained his lead on to
the finish to make it two wins from
two races in the veterans and complete
a double for George Burgen and Carol
Tunstall.

Fire Bolt passed Chancer on the
finish to take second place.

Annbelle Connelly with champ,  Border Brae

Hopeful for fixtures 
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Border Brae takes the honours

Bowling
CANONBIE bowling club
chose to go for social
bowling this year and
members are just glad to
be playing friendly roll-
ups and the usual
sweeps.
To mark the season’s final
Sunday they ran a drawn
pairs competition with eight
pairs competing.
It was great to see a good 

number of new players on
the green and the sun came
out to play.
The winners were Hamish
Currie and Eck Young. Their
prize was presented by
president Teresa Irving.
Grateful thanks to all who
took up membership for this
season. Members will be
contacted in the coming
weeks about the AGM.

Social bowling

Winners Hamish Currie and Eck Young with a 
socially-distanced Teresa Irving

Horseracing
JOCKEY Rachael McDonald
pulled off a spectacular double
for Langholm trainer James
Ewart at Kelso Racecourse last
Wednesday.

McDonald was all smiles after
winning on the 7-1 chance
Nikgarde, owned by Mrs J M
Dodd.

The combination saw off short-
priced favourite Rubytwo by
three lengths in the scottishracin-
gacademy.scot novices hurdle
over two miles, five furlongs.

The winning jockey said: “He
has improved a lot since his hur-
dles debut at Hexham.

“It pretty much went to plan
and Kelso has always been a
lucky track for me.”

McDonald and Ewart later com-
pleted a double with Lake 
Takapuna in a two-mile, one-
furlong handicap chase.

The 11/2 shot settled behind
the leaders, was pushed on and
moved into third after two from
home.

He led on the run-in and main-
tained his place to win by four
and a quarter lengths.

Dale Irving rode Weather Front
for Iain Jardine in a two-mile,
five-furlong handicap hurdle at
Kelso. He was held by only three-
quarters of a length by 
Chapmanshype, ridden by Gavin
Sheehan.

Irving went second two fences
from home and kept up his chal-
lenge on the run-in but was held
at the finish.


