
A £1M investment has been ploughed into the Langholm
Moor community buy-out by South of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE).

Yesterday its board announced
the award to the Langholm 
Initiative in its venture to buy
part of Langholm Moor from
Buccleuch.
The Langholm Initiative is
spearheading a campaign to
raise enough funds to buy the
land and bring it into commu-
nity control.
If successful, the buy-out will
be the first, large-scale purchase
of this type in southern 
Scotland.
The project was given £1m
by the Scottish Land Fund ear-
lier this year but on condition
that the town raised the rest of
the money by October 31.
The 10,500 acres, in a joint
valuation, was set at £6.4m and
the total raised now is £2.8m.

Donations
A recent donation of £500,000
was received from the Carman
Family Foundation, based in
Dunblane, and a £100,000
donation by the John Muir
Trust.
The buy-out in Langholm has
garnered significant support
both from the community and
further afield and nearly 2,500
people have pledged to give a
total of £200,000.
Community ownership of
Langholm Moor would enable
the Langholm Initiative to 
develop a new national nature

reserve and capture ongoing
revenue from the asset.
It would provide a platform
to unlock further community-
led enterprise development and
job creation as well as signifi-
cant social, environmental and
economic benefits to the area.

Generous
Kevin Cumming, pro-
ject leader at the Langholm
Initiative, said: “This generous
support is a major step towards
a successful outcome for the 
community.
“We have been working close-
ly with SOSE over recent weeks
and couldn’t be happier with
their commitment to support
the people of Langholm.
“We still have a race against
time to find the rest of the
funding required for a purchase
to take place.
“We are investigating every
possible option to ensure the
buy-out is a success.”
Professor Russel Griggs,
chairman of SOSE, added: “We
are delighted to support the
Langholm Initiative project.
“We recognise that our sig-
nificant contribution will be a
tremendous step towards reach-
ing their ambitious funding
package.
“As the new economic 
development agency for the
South of Scotland, our plans
to further the region’s economic,

social and environmental 
development are at the heart
of everything we do.
“Helping communities to take
advantage of the opportunities
which community asset transfer
offers is one the objectives set
out for us in the legislation which
put us in place.
“Community ownership is a
catalytic step in community de-
velopment and empowerment.
“It enables communities to make
decisions about how assets within
their communities are used.
“The successful acquisition of
Langholm Moor represents a

long-term economic, social and
natural capital development
project.
“We look forward to working
with the Langholm Initiative
as the situation develops.”
Margaret Pool, who chairs
the Initiative, said; “It’s fantastic
and we’re thrilled to bits.
“We’re a long way off but
we have to keep hoping that
this major donation will 
encourage others.

Applications
“We have not given up yet.
We have quite a number of

other applications in for 
consideration.
“We also expect SOSE will
give us ongoing support if the
purchase goes ahead.”
The Langholm Initiative,
formed in 1994, is one of south-
ern Scotland's earliest devel-
opment trusts.
The charity is seeking other
major funders for the land buy-
out
To find out more and to sup-
port the crowdfunding appeal,
visit langholminitiative.org.uk
Follow on Twitter at 
@LBuyout.
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Volunteers drivers
needed

VOLUNTEERS are being 
encouraged to step up as drivers
of a new community car for
Langholm and Canonbie.

Full story: Page 5

Plan to make south
a greater place

THE new economic develop-
ment agency for Dumfries and
Galloway and the Scottish 
Borders has published its first
operating plan.

Full story: Page 11

Tributes to a man of
great ability

IT WAS with great sadness
that members of Langholm
Rugby Club, along with  the
wider community, learned of
the death on Saturday of one
of the club’s greatest players,
Christy Elliot.
Full story: Page 16

Another million given
to moorland buyout

The Langholm Initiative is spearheading a campaign to raise enough funds to buy the land 

Flood protection update
FOUR PAGES OF IN-DEPTH VIEWS ON THE FLOOD PROTECTION PLANS; FOR AND AGAINST: PAGES 7-10
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E-commerce for retailers
BUSINESS Gateway and
Dumfries and Galloway
Council is inviting business
to take part in Digital D&G,
a month of webinars and
expert support for all things
digital for business.
In these challenging times
digital skills are vital for 
business resilience.
Done correctly, a digital
strategy will complement op-
erations on the ground to cre-
ate a thriving clicks and mortar 
business.
A retailer looking to get on-
line with e-commerce is rec-
ommended to do the Retail
E-commerce webinar.

It covers the benefits of de-
veloping an e-commerce web-
site, the options for 
developing an e-commerce
website and how much it costs,
what makes a successful e-
commerce website and how
to manage an e-commerce
website day to day.
Free one-to-one expert sup-
port is available to help busi-
nesspeople to launch an e-
commerce website.
Register at www.bgateE-
way.com/local-offices/dum-
fries-and-galloway/events or
search for Business Gateway 
Dumfries and select webinars
and events.

Bins and bridge
Councillor asks residents to be tidier

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
EXCITING NEWS

Sole Nominee preaching
20th September at 
Liddesdale 10am and
Canonbie 11:30am. 
Covid restrictions - limited
seats already taken. 
Further details on online
viewing/listening and 
voting process for members
from Church website/Face-
book or Session Clerk
(Canonbie) Tel. No. 07704
201875 or Session Clerk
(Liddesdale) Tel No. 07469
397065 

IRVING

Peacefully on 3rd September 2020 in Cumberland
Infirmary, Kenneth (Ken) Irving, Sark Tower,
Canonbie, beloved husband of Ann and dear
dad to Janice and Ken. Funeral private due to
current circumstances.
If you wish to show your respect the cortege will
be travelling through Canonbie on Friday 11th
September at 11.50. All Services

CANCELLED
until further notice

Deaths

ANOTHER two cardboard
and paper bins have been se-
cured for the recycling point
at the Co-op in Langholm.
Councillor Ronnie Tait has
worked with the appropriate de-
partments at the council to get
the bins put in place.
“As can be seen from the photo,
people are again dumping outside
the bins.
“I would ask people, when the
four bins are full, to take home
their cardboard and paper.
“ It is an offence to leave rub-
bish outside the bins. This is
classed as fly-tipping, with a
fine of up to £40,000.
“Please read the signage at the
recycling points. If all the bins
continue to be abused as they
currently are, I am afraid the
provision of the bins will have
to be reviewed.”
Mr Tait has also taken it upon
himself to replace the illegible
sign on the jubilee bridge next
to the 3G pitch.
“I must thank Joe Nicholson
of Sign-I.T for the refurbishment,
Ali Bell for supplying some of
the incidentals and Langholm,
Ewes and Westerkirk community
council.”

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by the following 

organisations along with 
charitable trusts and individuals 

from the community of Langholm.

Leader
D & G

The Scottish
Government

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The European 
Agricultural Fund

for Rural Developmenrt

Supported by the 
Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit Group
which is funded by ScottishPower Renewables

Ewe Hill Windfarm

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church service on 
13th September will be in
LANGHOLM Church

at 10.00am
no service at Ewes

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

COOMBES

Evelyn (Morrsion) would like to thank all family
and friends for their sympathy cards, messages
of condolence received following the sad loss of
Bryan. 

Thanks for Sympathy

ELLIOT

Peacefully on 5th September 2020 in Cumberland
Infirmary, Christy Elliot, Lucellum, Langholm,
dearly loved husband of May, loving dad to David
and Laura, special father-in-law to Andrew, extra
special grandad to Jamie & papa to Rebecca,
Nicki, Lexie & Conall.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

The Jubilee Bridge sporting its new sign

People are asked not to dump their cardboard next to the bins if they are full



A 300-MILE cycle challenge to raise money for
charity was the target set by a well-known Langholm
accordionist.

Iain Anderson, who lives in Thomas Telford Road, de-
cided to do the ride in one month in aid of Cancer 
Research UK.

His mum has had cancer three times and, as a family,
they owe a lot to charities like these.

Iain started off thinking that doing 10 miles a day
would be the easiest way to get the 300 miles done in a
month.

This proved not to be the case, though, because work
and family commitments meant there was not always
time to do this.

As such, there were a few times on the journey when
Iain was a lot behind plan so this meant he had to do
some longer rides to catch up. He started on August 1
by doing a ride from Eskdalemuir to Langholm with son,
Logan, and his wife, Helen, completing the first mile
with him. 

Other routes taken during the journey were over to
Lockerbie, back through Corrie, round Henwell and
Canonbie and back from Hawick and Galashiels. That
one was a nightmare.

Iain finished on Sat, August 29 with a final 15 miles
round Canonbie.

Logan completed the final mile with Iain in Langholm.
Iain said: “We were welcomed back to the house by a

party of friends and family, which was lovely.
“The current total raised is £1,175 which is just fantastic.”
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Retail
campaign
A CAMPAIGN to promote
Langholm retailers using social
media channels has been launched.

A £3,000 grant awarded to the
Langholm Alliance, with the help
of SURF, from the ScottishTowns
Partnership, supported by Dum-
fries and Galloway Council, will
be used to deliver the quarterly
campaign to promote business
and the retail environment.

The campaign will run from
October to the end of December.

It is hoped this will be extended,
subject to securing additional
funds.

SURF will work with an organ-
isation called Osprey Delivers to
manage the project for the al-
liance.

The campaign will build on the
Langholm tourism strategy and
brand and include:

work with the community•
council and regeneration
group to identify promotional
stories, themes and angles;
promote Langholm’s retail•
offer as a whole, based on a
monthly theme agreed with
the community council and
regeneration group;
promote businesses’ news•
and offers;
setting up and managing ap-•
propriate social media chan-
nels;
create graphics as needed;•
a minimum average of  one•
posting a day;
link to Scotland’s Towns•
Partnerships Scotland Loves
Local campaign and;
link with South of Scotland •
Destination Alliance’s
‘twinned with tourism’ cam-
paign.
Langholm Regeneration•
Group and Langholm, Ewes
and Westerkirk community
council will consult retailers
for news and offers, which
will feed into the campaign.

____________________

Extension
for school
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council has applied for listed
building consent to build an ex-
tension and carry out external
and internal alterations to include
the nursery as part of the primary
school at Canonbie.

Normal health services
resume - but carefully
NHS Dumfries & Galloway launches new online information

DUMFRIES and Galloway’s
NHS has put in place a new
online information guide on
how regular services will 
resume.

Work has been underway on
the renewal of non-COVID 
services. 

This is very complicated and
will continue to be a slow jour-
ney to renew services step by
step, making sure the board
balances the risk of COVID-
19 infection against the benefit
of reintroducing a service.

As a result of the highly-trans-
missible nature of the coron-
avirus and the ongoing risks,
the NHS may need to retract
services again if there is a sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 with a

significant increase in infections
in the community.

To keep the public, staff and
stakeholders up to date with
the changes to non-COVID-19
services, a new section has been
created on the NHS Dumfries
& Galloway website which
chronicles these developments.

It features the latest changes
at the top of the page and groups
developments under themes.
Go to 
www.nhsdg.co.uk/covid-19/ser-
vices/

Some of the key developments
already captured in this section
include the return of elective
surgeries at Dumfries and 
Galloway Royal Infirmary.

Other information hosted in
the Hospitals sections includes
the current status of radiology
services, plus information on
current in-patient visiting 
restrictions.

Within Primary Care there is
information on the ongoing 

arrangements at GP practices,
along with updates on the grad-
ual expansion of services in
dental practices and opticians.

Current arrangements at 
Midpark Hospital feature in the
Mental Health section, along
with information on services
such as the intellectual disability
service and the specialist drug
and alcohol service.

Developments featured in the
Women, Children and Sexual

Health Services section include
news on the welcoming of chil-
dren back into out-patient clinics
and information on the sched-
uled resumption of short break
services.

Activity featured under Com-
munity Health and Social Care
includes details on resuming
face-to-face community musku-
loskeletal services at Moun-
tainhall Treatment Centre and
in Annan, along with other de-

velopments, including the return
of face-to-face appointments in
women’s health services.

This new web-section will be
regularly updated over the com-
ing weeks.

In the first instance, people
with enquiries about resumption
of services will be directed to
this resource which will also
be promoted to partner agen-
cies.

Health and Social Care Part-
nership staff are marking World
Patient Safety Day on Septem-
ber 17 by getting together online
and on video to share their sto-
ries about how they stay safe
so they can provide safe care.

Staff acknowledge the new
challenges they face and will
continue to faceduring the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The theme for 2020 is health
worker safety: a priority for
patient safety which focuses on
the inter-relationship between
staff safety and patient safety. 
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Logan cycles to support dad

Above: Logan Anderson cycles the last mile of his dad’s 300 mile challenge
Below: Iain was well supported by family and friends in his worthwhile challenge

Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets



BOTANICAL artist 
Margaret Walty has opened
her autumn exhibition Here
be Dragons at the Welcome
to Langholm Hub.
It runs until Monday, 

October 5 from 10am until
1.30pm.
Only three visitors at a time

are allowed in to view the
exhibition because of social
distancing regulations.
The dragon paintings on

show stem from her love of
plants and from her interest
in the dragons she has 
observed in the area over the
years in her garden and else-
where.
She hopes eventually to

bring out a book on them, to
be called Common or Garden
Dragons.
The inspiration for all her

paintings is the world of 
nature and wildlife, in par-
ticular around her home in
Langholm, especially trees
and the riverbank and in her
garden.'
Seaweed was one of two

paintings by Margaret, the
other being Lichens and
painted from local specimens,
chosen to illustrate the book
Scottish Plant Lore by 
Gregory J Kenicer.
It was published by the

Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh in 2018 and by
Birlinn in 2020.
Note: The Welcome to

Langholm Hub is adhering
to  regulations around social
distancing and you are re-
quired to wear a mask when
entering the building. 
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Seaweed and sparrows

Seaweed by Margaret Walty was chosen to illustrate Scottish Plant Lore

Sunflower Dragon

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

SERIAL fundraiser Catherine Lithgow
is going virtual this year in her ongoing
campaign to raise money for the Multiple
Sclerosis Society.
Catherine, who lives in Canonbie intends
to complete the Virtual Kiltwalk on Sunday,
September 13.
She said: “I’ll be walking the three-mile
loop around Canonbie to Hollows, starting
at 10am at Canonbie public hall.
“I have been raising money before and
during lockdown with a table sale, selling
items locally and a yard sale at my parents’
house. “I have a donations page on 
Everyday Hero under my name.”
The Kiltwalk, via the Hunter Foundation,
gives an extra 50 per cent to all the money
raised.
Catherine added: “It's a cause close to
my heart. Like most charities at this difficult
time, the society is in need of extra funds
to carry on its research into MS and support
the people and families coping with it.”

Catherine is on the road again

Catherine’s Kiltwalk outfit is ready to go

Canonbie’s Catherine Lithgow is a serial fundraiser

Seeds and SparrowsThe Guardian
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Prizes
awarded
EWES SWI hoped to resume
meetings in Ewes Hall in
September but because of the
COVID-19 restrictions, the com-
mittee postponed the first meet-
ing until Thursday, October 8.
This will take the form of a
brief AGM followed by a quiz.
The competition will be for a
jam jar of flowers.
Members will sit in a 
socially-distanced way and
should bring their own refresh-
ments.
New members will be very
welcome and a reduced sub-
scription will be payable. 
Points prize-winners for 2019-
20 will receive their prizes at
this meeting.
____________________

Woman in
hospital
POLICE officers were called
to Caroline Street in Langholm
at about 5pm last Wednesday,
September 2, after a report of a
concern for a person.
The emergency services 
attended and a 51-year-old
woman was taken to Dumfries
and Galloway Royal Infirmary.

IN BRIEF

A LANGHOLM couple are counting
the days until their wedding day – for
the second time.
Jennifer Tweddle and Logan Graham,
who live in Wauchope Place, were due
to get married on July 11 in Langholm
parish church followed by a reception in
the Buccleuch Centre.
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
UK and lockdown happened, the couple
decided to postpone their 
wedding day until July 10 next year.
Jennifer said: “We thought this would
be the best option so everyone could
attend safely.
“At first, we were disappointed but
soon got to grips with it and look at it as
having another year to look forward to
it.
“Luckily, all businesses involved were
very helpful and everything was able to
be moved without hassle or cost.
We were also lucky that we had not yet
booked a honeymoon so did not have
any trouble that way.
“We’ve just had our 10th anniversary
and we would have been Mr and Mrs
but what's another year to wait?
“On what should have been our 
wedding day our great friends had a bar-
becue party for us, complete with wedding
cake, and the next day we celebrated
with close family to mark the occasion.
Everyone is excited for next year and
we will make sure it is an even better
celebration.”

David Mundell MP 
Member of Parliament for Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale & Tweeddale

WORKING HARD FOR YOU

CONSTITUENCY SURGERY

Friday 11th 
September 
11am - 4pm
I am very pleased to offer surgery 
appointments by telephone and Zoom 
for video chat.  

If there are any issues you think I can 
help with, please do get in touch for a 
time slot. 

To book a time, please call 01683 222746  
or e-mail david@davidmundell.com.

Wedding day delayed

Jennifer Tweddle and Logan Graham look forward to
their wedding day next year
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Volunteers needed to
drive community car
New Caddy will be used to transport residents to appointments
VOLUNTEERS are being encour-
aged to step up as drivers of a
new community car for Langholm
and Canonbie.
Annandale Community Transport
Services (ACTS) has bought a VW
Caddy which is now based in
Langholm.
It will provide transport to hospital
appointments for residents in
Langholm and Canonbie.
The service is currently limited to
hospital appointments because of a
shortage of volunteers during the
current crisis but it is planned to
make the bus available for other
users in the future.
The vehicle has been funded by
the Langholm charity trusts, the 
Dumfries & Galloway Regionwide 
Community Fund, Muirhall Energy
Ltd and from ACTS reserves.
Now the vehicle is ready to be
used, the service is looking for 
volunteer drivers. What’s involved? 
Who can be a volunteer driver?
Anyone aged 25 to 73 who has a
full driving licence, preferably with
no more than three points), enjoys

driving and meeting people, and has
time on their hands. 
Will drivers receive training? 
Yes. ACTS will provide training in
Langholm for volunteer drivers. This
includes a powerpoint session and
an in-vehicle observed drive. 
Additional training such as first aid
is also available. 
How often do drivers need to 
volunteer? 
There is no set amount of time for
volunteering. It’s entirely down to the
volunteer when they are available.
They are sent a list of driver 
requests and choose what they want
to do. Detailed information about the
request is then sent to the allocated
driver. 
Will drivers be protected? 
Our priority is the health and well-
being of volunteers and passengers.
The vehicle is fitted with a protective
screen behind the front seat.
The passenger will travel in the
rear and will wear a face covering,
as will the volunteer driver.
The vehicle will be sanitised be-
tween use. Passengers will be 

advised not to travel if feeling unwell
with COVID-19 symptoms.
Will the driver’s costs be covered?
Yes. Drivers can claim out-of-pocket
expenses for subsistence such as a
coffee while waiting for a passenger
or even lunch if it’s an appointment 
in places, like Glasgow and 
Edinburgh.

Mileage expenses may also be
claimed for drivers who need to travel
to the vehicle base at 45p a mile.
For more information, please contact
John Scott on 013873 81080, the
ACTS office on 01576 203053 or
email admin@actsbus.org.uk
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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THE annual Bank Holiday sale of 
pedigree Beef Shorthorn females at 
Longtown attracted potential buyers from
the UK and full use was made of the
new ring which was built at the mart to
aid social-distancing.
A particular attraction was the dispersal

of a select group of cows with calves at
foot from the Hyndford herd of Ian Ten-
nant of Oldhill Farm, Lanark. Topping
the dispersal and the sale was the 2017
born cow Coldrochie Catriona Rosebud,
a Knockenjig Foremost daughter with a
heifer calf at foot. She sold for 4,700gns
to Blackbrook Shorthorns, West Yorkshire.
Another Hyndford cow, Mountbenger
Heather, with a heifer calf took 3,100gns
from Tom McMillan, Eskechraggan, Bute
and the same price of 3,100gns was
given by D I L and J E  Evans, Llwyn-
hywal, Llanilar for HW Gretta Fee and
her heifer calf. Messrs Evans took two
other Hyndford cows with calves, Col-
drochie Irania Rainbow at 3,000gns and
HW Eva Broadhooks for 2,700gns. Going
to Northern Ireland at 2,500gns was an-
other Coldrochie bred cow with a bull
calf bought by Messrs Reid, Kil, County
Armagh. The dispersal averaged £2,788.
Cows and calves from other consignors

sold well. D & T Bradley Farmer`s Me-
onside herd from Wester Parkgate, Dum-
fries took 2,900gns for Meonside Hon-
eysuckle with heifer calf, going to D &
M Wyllie, The Gill, Annan. The annual
draft from Willis Graham`s Fieldhouse
herd near Ripon was well received and
sold to 1,600gns.
A nice entry of in-calf heifers made to

2,700gns for Headlind Holly Molly from
T Allan Jackson, Kirkfield, Lanark,
bought by D Lee, Bigrigg, West Cumbria
and Fraser Hugill`s consignment from

Helmsley topped at 2,000gns twice and
1,900gns. Charles Lowther`s in-calf
heifers made 1,800gns and Andrew
Thompson`s Pikelowe herd sold heifers
to 1,700gns.
Maiden heifers went to 2,100gns for

Chapelton Nettle from Messrs James
Biggar, Grange, Castle Douglas and
1,500gns for Wells Graduate from John
Wood, Brewsterwells, Fife.
Averages: 26 cows with calves/in-calf

£2,006; 14 in-calf heifers £1,711; 10
maiden heifers £1,089.
C&D Auction Marts Ltd had a good

entry of 1,760 catalogued breeders at
Longtown on Wednesday, September 2.
A great company of buyers was present

and demand outstripped supply for white
face gimmers. The sale topped at £240
for a tremendous pen of Texel x gimmers

from G & CE Edminson, Middle Farm,
whose run of sheep averaged £206.88. 
Many more are needed for the next

sale on Tuesday, September 15.
The mart had forward 5,872 store lambs

at the sale on Tuesday, September 1.
A large and quality entry attracted a

very large company of local and distant
buyers. Trade was brisk from start to
finish and all classes maintained late
high rates.
Quality Beltexes and Texels were sold

to a premium, as were strong Greyface
lambs. Overall average £70.23.
Top £95 for Texels from Longformacus

Farm, others to £94.50 Greenwell Mead-
ows, £93 Brackenback, £91 Lea Hill;
Beltex £94 Greenwell Meadows & Win-
terhope; Suffolks £87.50 & £81 Satchells;
Hill Cheviots £79 Glebehead, £75

Skelfhill; Greyfaces £80 & £77 Hesley
Well, £78 Low Lonning, £74 High Love-
lady Shield; Cheviot Mule £79 Broadmea;
Blackfaces £61 The Row, £59 West Hott
Bank, £54.50 Merkland.
Cast rams to £104 West Rennington.

Feeding ewes to £80 High Airyolland,
hill types to £58 for Blackfaces from
High Airyolland.
The mart held the fortnightly sale of

store cattle. A select offering sold to a
competitive ring of buyers ensuring cattle
sold at recent high rates. The sale topped
at £1,000 for a Limousin bullock from
GW Dinnin, Nether Albie, Waterbeck.
British Blues sold at £910 from H Gra-
ham, Holme House, Brampton, who also
sold Simmental heifers at £910.
The mart had forward 8,289 sheep

comprising 3,606 prime lambs and 4,683
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, September 3.
A similar entry of cast cows maintained

recent trade, albeit a plainer show. The
sale topped at £821 for Galloways from
Emblehope & Burngrange Estate, Hex-
ham with top price per kilo of 126p for
Luings from JW Davidson & Co,
Crosslee, Selkirk. More numbers needed
weekly.
A very mixed show of 3,606 prime

lambs was forward with weight, best
export lambs and well-finished lambs in
big demand.
Topping the sale at 292p was an out-

standing Beltex x lamb consigned by
regular vendor M/s D Story, Greenburn,
Canonbie. This lamb was bought by
Parkin Family Butchers, Goole. Top price
per head of £134 for Texel lambs from
R Sandison, Smerral, Caithness. 
A fantastic run of 86 well-bred and

expertly-finished Beltex lambs consigned

by M/s Halliday, Crawthat, Waterbeck
topped at £130 and 289ppk, averaging a
staggering 47kg, 258ppk and £121. Over-
all average of 220.0p (SQQ 218.0p) 
For advice on marketing your livestock,

contact auctioneers: John Walton
07880527066; Nick Woodmass
07584200489; Sam Hogg 07584207323;
Norman Douglas 07786366833; Neil
McCleary 07771685073.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 293p

Greenburn, 288p Crawthat, 278p, 274p
Thornthwaite Close, 274p Errington Red
House, 272p Greenburn & Crawthat.
Texel 274p Carse of Clary, 263p Middle
Farm, 254p Byreburnside, 252p, 251p
Braehead, 250p Mickley Moor. Suffolk
238p Branxholm Braes, 231p, 228p High
Wreay, 227p Barnglies, 226p Greenburn.
Cheviot 229p Tiretigan & Baitlaws, 213p
Satchells & Runachloie, 213p, 212p
Tireigan. Cheviot Mule 224p Dodgson-
stown, 218p Commonside, 217p
Sharplaw, 212p Byers. Blackface 222p
Baitlaws, 221p Chapel, 217p Baitlaws.
Herdwick 221p Orthwaite Hall. Hamp-
shire 220p Barnglies, 210p Guards. Mule
217p Whiteside, 212p Wanwood Hill &
High Crubasdale, 211p Whiteside. Dorset
211p, 207p High Dovecote. Lleyn 203p
Williamwood. 
A larger entry of 4,683 ewes was for-

ward to an increased ring of buyers en-
suring heavy ewes and best Texel ewes
maintained last week’s high rates of re-
turns. Leaner hill types sold to a very
fast trade, being £4-£6 up on the week.
More can be sold to vendors’ advantage. 
Topping the sale was a penful of Texel

ewes which sold to a top of £168 from
Harehead Farms, Cranshaws, Duns. Hill
ewes topped at £79 for Cheviot ewes
from Marygate. Cast rams sold at £145

for Dutch Texels from EJC Dean, Kirk
House, Brampton. 
Heavy ewes: Texel £168 Harehead,

£162 Bascodyke Foot, £160 The Bow,
£152 Bascodyke Foot, £150 Burnside,
Beckfoot & Commonside. Beltex £154
West Farm. Hampshire £120 Midtodholes.
Cheviot Mule £110 Shawhill, £99
Barnglies.  Charollais £109, £108 Beck-
foot. Suffolk £108 Barnglies, £104 Braith-
waite Hall, £100 Beckfoot, £99 Mindrum,
£98 Chapel. North Country Cheviot £98,
£96 Seaview, £94 Lythmore & North
House, £92 Carruthers. Bluefaced Le-
icester £96 Crossdykes. Mule £88 Tre-
varthian, £87 Barnglies, £86 Braehead,
£85 Marygate, £84 Auchlin, Chapel &
Burnfoot.
Light ewes: Cheviot £79 Marygate,

£78 Hindhope, £77 Commonside, £76
Clackmae & Branxholm Braes. Blackface
£74 Bowanhill, £73 Upperburnmouth,
£72 Keppoch, £71 Craighead, £70 Min-
sca. Easycare £73, £69, £67 Blackhaugh.
Kerry Hill £70 Great House. Herdwick
£70 Golden Lane. Swaledale £69 Minsca,
£60 Low Leam.
Rams: Dutch Texel £145 Kirk House.

Texel £140 Bascodyke Foot, £138 Tre-
varthian, £135 Tetcott. Beltex £126, £110
Uppercleugh, £110 West Farm. Bluefaced
Leicester £124 Penpeugh, £115 Whiteside.
Cheviot £124 Runachloie. North Country
Cheviot £118 Lythmore. Romney £116
Tetcott.
Averages. Lambs: light to 242.9p

(203.3p); standard to 274.4p (221.4p);
medium to 293p (216.7p); heavy to 272p
(228.5p); overweight to 244p (220.9p).
Ewes: light to £79 (£51.67); heavy to
£168 (£79.35). Rams: £145 (£95.44).

Around the marts

MSP thanks mart
for continuing sales

UK sales critical
to Scots farmers
THE UK internal market is
critical to the interests of 
Scottish agriculture and the
important food and drinks
sector it underpins.
In its response to the UK 
government white paper on 
internal markets NFU Scotland
said it was a priority that the
internal market is enabled to
operate as it does now.
Scottish food exports to the
rest of the UK in 2017 were
worth £3.6 billion, while drink
exports were worth £830m.
For all goods and services,
the value to Scotland of the 
internal market as a whole is
four times higher than the value
of Scotland’s trade with the
EU.
The union supports the inten-
tion in the paper to ensure the
internal market continues to 
operate with free movement of
goods and services produced
to the same basic regulatory
standards.
But all UK farming unions
believe the proposals pose a
significant threat to developing
common frameworks and 
devolution.

NFUS says agricultural sup-
port policies need to diverge,
where necessary, to reflect 
different needs and objectives
in different parts of the UK,
while regulatory requirements
converge to protect the internal
market’s integrity.
Andrew McCornick, president,
said: “Since 2017, the common
frameworks process has
intended to specifically manage
policy differences between all
parts of the UK, based on 
agreement and founded on 
respect for devolution.
“These frameworks can man-
age the practical regulatory and
market implications of the UK
leaving the EU and is the 
specific tool jointly designed
by the UK government and 
devolved administrations.
“The internal market proposals
limit the devolved administra-
tions’ ability to act if any stan-
dards are lowered.
They give the UK government
a final say in areas of devolved
policy such as agriculture, the
environment or animal health
and welfare.

DUMFRIESSHIRE’S MSP
has visited livestock auction
market C&D  in Dumfries to
thank the team for their efforts
in keeping sales running
through the challenging
COVID-19 period.
Oliver Mundell was keen to
see the extra measures put in
place to keep everyone safe and
was shown round by Stuart
Thomson, director.
This reflected the fact that
sales were not only vital for
farm businesses but also, with
social distancing measures in
place, they gave people a
chance to get off the farm and
catch up.
It served as a welcome 
opportunity for the MSP to chat
with farmers on subjects, 
including food security, Brexit
negotiations and the weather.
He was keen to recognise the

hard work of farmers who have
continued to produce food and
keep the shelves stocked during
the global pandemic.
Meeting sellers and buyers,
Mr Mundell said the health

emergency had served as a 
timely reminder of how impor-
tant the industry was for the
country to be able to feed 
itself.
The shadow cabinet secretary

for the rural economy said: “I
was delighted to get a better
idea of how the team and farm-
ers were adapting to the new
normal.
"The good news is that the
extra safety precautions didn’t
seem to have any impact on
trade, with much-needed,
stronger prices up on last year.
“There is no doubt auctions
remain vital, helping farmers
achieve the fairest and best price
for their livestock.”
“It’s also important to remem-
ber farming can be a lonely job
and these sales are a rare 
opportunity, even with social
distancing, for people to catch
up.
“It was certainly useful for
me in my new role to hear farm-
ers’ views and I’m determined
to see the efforts and importance
of rural Scotland recognised.”

Oliver Mundell, left, meets Stuart Thomson at C&D Auction Marts, Dumfries 

Messrs Evans of Wales buy the Hyndford cow HW Gretta and her heifer
calf at the sale of pedigree Beef Shortorn females at Longtown mart
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Making sense of the storm

LANGHOLM, Ewes and 
Westerkirk community council
has been involved in discussions
over the flood protection scheme
since the aftermath of Storm
Desmond in 2015.
It has listened to residents’ con-
cerns, attended the public con-
sultation events and is calling
on people to help shape the pro-
ject.
John Galloway, chairman, said
that was when the council began
talking about a flood protection
scheme for the town.
He said; “At that point we
had the breach of the wall in
George Street and the collapse
of the Tarras road.
“There were a lot of things
happening and the Scottish gov-
ernment, in reponse to commu-
nities which had suffered losses
or near losses, commissioned a
piece of work to identify places
most at risk of flooding.
“A paper was produced and
Langholm was in it. As a result
of that report, funding was ear-
marked to develop a flood
scheme in the town. Specialists
were asked to look at the
specifics of the scheme.”
Some things were done straight
away, like placing sensors in
the river to warn of flooding,
to which residents could 
sign up, and work was done at
Holmwood, along with
landowners.
At that time about 10 options
were on the table.
Mr Galloway said: “I remem-
ber seeing a map of the area
which included up to Ewes and
Eskdalemuir and tributaries and
the council started to assess
what could be done”.
“Over a number of months
the council looked at these
schemes and costed them and

calculated how much they would
reduce the floodwater getting
into the town.”
He said the council looked at
creating dams and other mea-
sures but he believed they would
be less popular because it would
mean losing farmland.

Two years ago these were whit-
tled down to a few and these led
to the consultation events. In
February this year the council’s
flood risk team presented their
preferred option.

Embankments
This was a mix of walls with
vision panels, the height would
vary, along with embankments
covering Caroline Street, Mary
Street, Frances Street, George
Street, Elizabeth Street and 
Waterside downstream to the
sewage works.
It also included a wide shallow
channel diverting water from the
Wauchope to the Esk across 
Buccleuch Park during high 
water.
He said the community coun-
cillors were invited to attend the
consultations and give feedback.
“I took the opportunity to speak
to residents of Caroline and

Elizabeth Streets.
“Their concerns were that they
didn’t want to look at a solid
wall so the council came up
with the glass panels enabling
people to see the river from
their homes.
“The other concern was access
to the river. People wanted the
access they enjoy now.

Gates or stairs
“The council is undecided over
whether to install gates or up and
over stairs but there would prob-
ably be three or four accesses to
the river.
“The gates could be lifted up
during less risky months but at
higher risk times they would be
kept shut.”
The community council has
been unable to discuss the scheme
since then because COVID-19
has stopped their meetings, 
although it hopes to meet in 
October if a suitable meeting
room is secured.
They had not, collectively, made
a decision but would do so once
the design was finalised.
Mr Galloway said: “At our
February meeting the flood 
defences review group asked us
to object and stop the project, I
said ours was not the correct 
forum to do that.
“If the group had concerns, they
should raise them with the flood
risk team because the consultation
process is still ongoing and after
this process, it still has to go
through a planning application.
“I’ve said from the start that
people should have been feeding
into the consultation which has
been going on for two years.
“I don’t think it’s fair for 
everyone to start shouting at the
11th hour and demanding it is
stopped.
“They need to give constructive
feedback and try to shape a
scheme which will deliver the
protection which needs to be 
delivered and will allay people’s
fears about the scheme. That’s
the correct way to do it.”
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Four pages of in-depth views on the flood protection plans; for and against
By Mairi Telford Jammeh

I AM a householder who 
lives next to the Esk on the
Waterside in Langholm.
My family bought this house
in 1969 so we’ve been here for
more than 50 years.
There have been a couple 
of big floods during that time
but our house has never been
flooded and neither has any
other house downstream of us,
to my knowledge.
I am very aware of global
warming and that future 
increased rainfall might increase
the flood potential of residents,
given three rivers meet here.
I participated in the two con-
sultations which Dumfries and
Galloway Council carried out
but have had no direct contact
with anyone in the council on
this subject since.
I have seen people close to
my house doing survey work
and identifying where cables
run.
Several house owners along
this part of the riverbank own
the land to the middle of the
river and I pointed this out to
council staff at the consultation.
They seemed unaware of that
but I have not had any follow-
up with staff on that issue.
My personal view is that 
further studies need to be done
on the potential for flooding in
Langholm.
One thing, which should be
done, in my opinion, is the 
development of a catchment
management plan which takes
account of the forestry and farm-
ing upstream for the Ewes, Esk
and Wauchope.
There may well be ways of
reducing rain draining directly
into the rivers or at least slow
down the drainage process.

Eskdalemuir forests are owned
by a number of different com-
panies and it would be important
to engage with them in devising
such a plan to ensure felling is
co-ordinated in the future to
avoid high run-off and explore
other options to drainage running
directly into streams and rivers. 
Other landowners might be
able to ensure they can take ac-
tions to slow water going into
the river so the floods are not
so high in future and perhaps
the Scottish government could
direct grants towards that.

Perhaps such things as sus-
tainable urban drainage systems
could be used to slow down
water going into the river and
reduce flooding downstream at
times of heavy rainfall.
I have seen such things done
for the Annan catchment.
I think there may be some
need to raise the height of some
river banks but I also know we
do have escape areas for the
rivers onto the Castleholm and
Buccleuch Park.
I will be disappointed to see
high walls and bankings through
the middle of Langholm.

I think our rivers are a feature
of our town and add significantly
to its beauty and allow us to
watch the birds and changing
seasons.
If the bankings and walls go
ahead, will we still have access
to the riverbanks?  
I understand that taking gravel
out of the river doesn’t seem to
be an option for environmental
reasons. 
I think flood defences will
continue to be a contentious 
issue for a long time but there
are other options, as highlighted
above, which should be explored
in more detail and which could
reduce the potential of flooding
in Langholm.

Politicians
I’m not aware that this has
been done and think the current
move to flood barriers is driven
by funding becoming available
for a fix which is palatable to
politicians and some members
of our community.
The Nith, Annan and Dee are
large rivers in Dumfries and
Galloway and are tidal. That
has an impact on flooding along
those watercourses.
I’m concerned that the expe-
rience of those rivers has influ-
enced the council’s move 
towards proposing permanent
flood barriers for Langholm.
However, the Esk at Langholm
is not tidal and because of the
steep gradient of the river
through the town, high river
levels subside very quickly.  
It would be good if the council
could let people see their own
pictures of the proposed flood
walls, barriers and bankings and
the real height of these if the
pictures in last week’s E&L 
Advertiser are inaccurate, as
some readers seem to believe.

Mairi Telford Jammeh lives by the
River Esk

The River Esk looking towards Buccleuch Park from the Waterside

The confluence of the River Esk and Wauchope Water during a flood

John Galloway, chairman of the
community council

THE debate over the controversial Langholm 
flood protection scheme, which is being backed 
financially by the Scottish government, has been
wide-ranging.
The E&L Advertiser has spoken to and been con-

tacted by a number of people on the topic.



By Margaret Walty
of George Street

At the February event at the
Buccleuch Centre I did put my
name down to approve the 
proposal, on the understanding
that the barrier would be 1.2m
high and have glass panels at
intervals.
We were also given to under-

stand, very strongly, that this was
a take-it-or-leave-it plan. No other
was on offer and, if Langholm
refused it, the funding would go
to the next town on the list.
We do need some sort of extra

barrier in George Street. All my
husband and I have ever asked
for, and which an engineer who
came officially to look at our sit-
uation a few years ago agreed
with, is an extra course along the
stone wall edging the street and,
ideally, a floodgate at the south
end of George Street.
Residents of other vulnerable

streets will, no doubt, have their
own ideas for what would suit
them best.
In addition, the river needs to

be regularly dredged (see below).
The plan repeatedly mentions

'cost effectiveness' and 'sustain-
ability'. It seems to me it takes
neither into account.
'Sustainability', in this case,

seems to mean simply that, once
the barriers are built and the park
overflow channel gouged out, no
further flood mitigation work
need be carried out, ever. This is
a delusion.
What is needed is a plan for

regular maintenance which would
cost a fraction of the proposal,
partly because it would be spread

over many years.
It would, however, require coun-

cils and governments to be pro-
active in dealing with it and not
wash their hands of the matter as
they might with a 'sustainable'
plan of barriers in place.
The community could also play

its own part, if allowed to do so
by officialdom.

Dredging need be done only
once every 10 years. Even at the
cost of £400,000, which has been
mentioned, this would be truly
cost-effective compared with the
current plan and I would dispute
this figure anyway.
I suspect any building firm

would do it for free, as used to
happen in the past, when
Langholm had a real say in its
own affairs.

Dredging
The official objections to dredg-

ing include a) that it would release
too much silt into the river, and
b) it would make a difference of
'only' 0.2m.

These people need to come and
see and smell the river when it's
in spate, see its colour and smell
the earth in it. This happens with
every flood.
As for the 0.2 metres, 20cm:

that, in the two instances over
the 50 years my family has had
this house, when the water has
lapped my bottom doorstep, is
the difference between the river
flooding my house or not flooding
my house.

The gravel on the west bank of
the river is deposited with every
flood and can only grow. Fact of
elementary, primary school 
geography: rivers move.
This one is trying to move east-

ward and I would strongly doubt
the ability of any man-made bar-
rier to withstand this process.
Tree maintenance and planting:

trees stabilise riverbanks and
should not be cut down needlessly,
even to build flood barriers.
Saplings, newly planted to re-

place them, would take years to
do the work of mature trees.
That said, many more young

trees need to be planted on the

steep slope south of the park.
If that slope comes down in

heavy rain and blocks the river,
no flood barrier would save the
town.
Some trees have been planted

fairly recently but few, except
some hollies, seem to have sur-
vived. More needs to be done.
In the case of the park, where

presumably the trees would have
to be removed to dig the proposed
drainage channel, it would be an
act of environmental vandalism.
Mature trees such as the oaks

and beeches there are entire
ecosystems in themselves and
should be respected.

Overflow
Overflow areas: the park and

Castleholm already perform this
function at high water.
There have been proposals - 

rejected as 'unsuitable' in this
plan - for landowners and farmers
to allow their fields adjoining the
river to be used for this purpose.
We know of at least one farmer

who is very much in favour of
this idea and, no doubt, others

would be.
Adequate compensation rules

would have to be in place but,
surely, this is not beyond the abil-
ity of councils and 
governments to deal with and
would still cost a great deal less
than the proposed plan.
Strict regulation of forestry and

windfarm plans: there are plans
afoot in the catchment areas of
all three rivers meeting in
Langholm for large-scale forestry
planting and windfarm building.
All these will adversely affect

the capacity of the rivers to cope
with heavy rain.
In the case of forestry, although

the trees themselves will eventu-
ally absorb rainfall, the initial
digging of drainage ditches will
increase run-off.
In the case of windfarms, peat

will be extracted in large amounts,
reducing the catchment areas'
ability to hold water.
Peat is also a carbon capture

material which helps to mitigate
against climate change and the
increased rainfall which is fore-
cast.
It will be replaced by concrete

which absorbs no water at all. A
vast network of load-bearing roads
must also be built, further dimin-
ishing the land's capacity for 
water-retention.
These factors have not been

considered at all in the proposed
plan. How much higher will the
barriers have to be built to cope
with them?
Last but far from least: visual

impact on tourism.
Langholm is trying, in many

ways, to regenerate itself as a
tourism destination.
A great part of its appeal lies in

its riverside location. As has been
remarked already, what tourist
will wish to stop and look at con-
crete barriers bordering what has
become a mere drain?
The 'cost-effectiveness' to

Langholm in terms of tourism
would be decidedly negative.
So, please, let us have some 

return to common sense here as
well as true consultation and
choice for the community, not
just cosmetic consultation as a
box-ticking exercise, as seems to
be happening in this instance.
Langholm and its river 

deserve better.

By Mike Taudevin 
of Langholm

THE real problem is not the
design of the barriers; it is the
necessity for the barriers.
The proposal on the table is

just a bland statement that a wall
is needed to defend against a 1
in 200-year flood possibility.
The walls will be permanent

until damaged or worn out and
will be a huge inconvenience to
the whole town.
No costs have been submitted

for water proofing properties vul-
nerable to this rare flooding event.
Cost estimates available on the

internet range from £5,000 to
£100,000 a property.
Langholm properties are often

terraced or amenable to a bund,
both of which are, potentially,
very cheap solutions.
Industrial properties are well

protected with existing walls,
which should be easily water-
proofed. New builds should be
erected with the flood risk in
mind.
Existing structures, like the 

Co-op, may be easily protected
with a dyke.
Costs need to be provided for

all these situations and will be
permanent for any level of 
expected flood, even over and
above the 200-year possibility.
It is totally inadequate to dismiss

options without publishing the
costs which are reported to be
too high.
Even basic costs for the work

to waterproof the row of vulner-
able cottages in George Street
would be useful. These costs
could be compared with local
costing for the same work.

It must be remembered that
spending £8m on an environ-
mentally unfriendly project must
be compared with water-proofing
340 houses using local labour at
12,000 a year for each tradesman,
probably costing only £4.8m and
putting £480,000 tax back into
the exchequer.

Water-proofing homes is a job
for local craftsmen in an area
where jobs are at a premium and
it can be spread over the interval
before the anticipated 200-year
event.
One potentially serious problem

with the wall is water backing
up in the storm water drains.

Apprehension
This has been highlighted by

many residents who, in the past,
have watched the rising water
with apprehension.
If the project team would supply

the level of rain they used (mm/hr)
and the expected duration of the
downpour, it would be possible
to assess the volume of water
falling on Langholm from the
Whita Hill side of the river.

With no access to the river 
because of the huge waterproof
wall and waterproofed drains
(against back flow), pooling in
low lying areas of the town,
would appear to me to amount
to 2m depth of water over 308
acres - if we had a month’s normal
rain (2015) falling in seven hours.
There is also the other side of

the town, well used to putting up
with water from the hills.
Blocking drains at all high-

water events is not a practical
solution because water will have
nowhere to go.
At times of very heavy rain on

Langholm itself, combined with
run-off from the surrounding hills,
water could be a general hazard
to all properties on the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency-
designated flood risk areas behind
the 'protecting' walls.

Danger
The upstream river towards

Westerkirk and the confluence
of the Meggat Water with the
Esk has not been considered. It
is well known that flooding at
this confluence is already a 
danger.
The walls in Langholm will

raise the water at the Langholm
Bridge causing back-up all up
the river.
Water has already reached the

120m contour near the Meggat
confluence on several occasions.
It’s unrealistic to ignore this

area without giving some sort of
positive assurance, which can be
verified, that this area will be
protected by other means.
Letting the water freely into

Langholm will mitigate the risk

with no other action required.
Electricity generation along the

Esk is a much more globally
friendly way of dealing with 
excess water flows through all
the seasons, with the bonus of
electricity generation to finance
flood risk mitigation such as 
waterproofing vulnerable areas
and properties.
The area is in desperate need

of more protection from falling
trees blocking roads, unsafe walls
and high run-off from the hills.
None of these will be improved

by the new wall but all will be
affected by the localised heavy
rains, to be expected, because of
changes in global weather pat-
terns.
There is also the well-publicised

risk of severe droughts caused
by global warming and these can
be mitigated by suitable water
catchment tanks and possibly
even reservoirs.
Barriers along rivers to slow

the flows such as beavers and
simple free-flowing weirs, the
latter designed to allow a calcu-
lated peak flow at all times, and
water back-up behind to a suitable
contour to slow sudden floods.
All the above takes no account

of the environmental damage
done by the erection of a piled
wall, removing all the riverside
vegetation and synthesising the
riverbank with no hope of 
regrowth, despite the low water
levels.
This proposed wall is reminis-

cent of the synthesised rivers
made during the days of devotion
to Manning's Formula, making
two stage flow areas beautifully
laid out in manicured concrete.
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Flood defence issue provokes reaction from many

D & G Council’s visual of proposed defences on Elizabeth Street

Blocking drains at
all high-water
events is not 
a practical solution 
because water will
have nowhere 
to go.

“

”

This visual is a close-up of the pathway beside Langholm Dyeworks on the banks of the Esk

These people need
to come and see and
smell the river when
it's in spate, see its
colour and smell the
earth in it. This 
happens with
every flood.

“

”

By Pete Brown
Langholm

I WRITE to express my concerns regarding the content
of last week’s paper and images published.
The imagery grossly misleads readers and is an inaccurate

representation of the possible solutions proposed by the
scheme.
This must surely compel readers to question the motivation

and transparency of the campaign group and the E&L 
Advertiser.
I’m astounded that the paper thought the front page and

article content were an appropriate way to report on what is
an already emotive topic within the community, especially
when, under your own admission, you have not yet had a 
response from the council regarding your request for 
eye-level visuals and clarity on a discrepancy picked up on
by the flood action group.
Going to print using images, which are a poorly executed

and loosely interpreted from a basic council plan, is divisive
and a disservice to the residents who have genuine concern
for the risk of flooding to their properties, homes and 
businesses.
Surely, the role of our local paper is to inform and educate,

not scaremonger residents into supporting existing fears
which have, as yet, no real basis.
Furthermore, both the wider community, who have a genuine

interest in seeing a suitable solution to a very real threat and
the residents yet to form an opinion based on factual infor-
mation, have had that opportunity unfairly tainted.
You ran a similarly misleading and inflammatory image of

the monument with a wind turbine superimposed beside it in
the past year.
Imagery, like this, deceives readers and helps to underpin

already existing beliefs which all agencies outside Langholm
itself are out to ‘ruin’ the town.
The irresponsible, biased reporting, which we have seen in

recent times from the E&L, hinders people’s ability to make
fair assessments of the facts and obstructs any progressive
decision-making which has the community’s best interests
at its core.

The riverbank at Cogie

THE E&L Advertiser asked a
number of questions of the
flood risk team about the
Langholm project and they
and its answers are printed
below.

1) Is another public consultation
event going to be held before
the proposal goes to the com-
munities committee?
Regular updates throughout

the scheme have been provided
to elected members and 
community council.

2) If there is one to be held, will
this delay the flood order?
The project team are currently

undertaking works to provide
further visuals which will be
published online when available
and we will be looking to host a
follow-up public engagement
event when conditions allow.

3) When will the committee dis-
cuss this? Is there a date in
mind?
Future reports to committee

will set out the way forward for
members to approve.
4) Langholm's flood defences 
review group, with whom the
team has corresponded, want to
know: will the council provide
eye-level visuals so people walk-
ing and cycling alongside the
walls will know what it's going
to look like in reality, rather
than just producing bird's eye
views of the defences.
Additional visuals are being

worked on at the moment and
will be available to view later
in September.
For clarification, the 3D model

on the project webpage does
have a short section to show
from eye level views in addition
to the flythrough.
See 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/
langholmfloodprotection

5) A new video has just been
produced which doesn't seem to
show the walls at the height
published in the overview map
in February.
The 3D flythrough was dis-

played in February as part of
the three-day engagement event.
The defences shown in the 3D
flythrough are accurate in rela-
tion to the defence heights of
the preferred scheme.
Heights are shown on the plans

and displays from the engage-
ment event and these are on the
project webpage.

6) The group has produced its
own visuals to show to people
but because of the discrepancies
between the overview map and
the new video, they may not be
entirely accurate.

As stated, the 3D ‘video’ was
produced in February (and is
therefore not a new video?) and
the heights are accurate.

Margaret Walty is a resident of
George Street
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Council under pressure
By Oliver Mundell MSP

A BALANCE needs to be
struck between protecting
properties from floodwater
and protecting Langholm’s
identity when considering any
flood scheme.
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire

MSP, says he has been in close
contact with constituents who
have raised concerns about the
flood scheme and the council’s
consultation process.

He said: “I’ve chased the coun-
cil for months for documents
and information and I spoke
out at the start of lockdown for
the process to be paused and
for the decision to be delayed
until people had the chance to
take part in a proper consultation
and public meetings.
“The council said it didn’t

need to do that because the con-
sultations had already taken
place.
“Personally, I think the scheme

is over-engineered and the
amount of money being spent
on it doesn’t stack up.

“There are less visually-
intrusive ways of achieving the
same outcome.
“It would have been better

done at a property level by start-
ing to help those households
and businesses which are 
directly at risk of flooding. I’ve
never had a satisfactory outcome
on that.
“I suspect the council is chas-

ing after Scottish government
money and that is what’s driving
the scale and complexity of the
project. It reminds me of the
Whitesands in Dumfries.
“I’ve not had anyone in touch

with me who supports the
scheme. Given I have expressed
concerns about it, people have
chosen not to contact me di-
rectly.”
Mr Mundell said he could do

nothing about delaying the pro-
cess going to the communities
committee on October 1.
But he believed there was def-

initely room for more consul-
tation to make sure the wider
public had a proper understand-
ing of what the plans meant.
He added: “We need to be

seeing eye-level visuals pro-
duced by the council. I’m very
frustrated because I’ve asked
the council to produce them.

“If you give people the full
information, they will make the
choice. The council came up
with a design and then pushed
the community towards it.
“I think most people are aware

of the plans but it’s not easy to
understand what it will look
like.
“Everyone wants to see

Langholm protected from flood-
waters. The question is whether
this specific design is the right
one and strikes the right balance
between flood protection and
protecting Langholm’s    identity.”
Mr Mundell said he was not

an expert on environmental mat-
ters but he could not see how
disturbing the riverbanks and
replacing them with concrete
was going to help.

SEPA
“It seems strange that the 

Scottish Environment Protection
Agency and other bodies can
sign off on this when they’ve
spent years declining requests
to remove gravel,” he added.
“I think there could still be

some sort of gravel removal. It
would have to be done contin-
uously but for many generations
we had active management of
the river before switching to a
system of leaving riverbeds to
do their own thing.
“Beds and banks have built

up and if we’re looking at what
can be done quickly, is afford-
able and with least disruption,
we should certainly be open to
trying some of these.”
Mr Mundell advised people,

whether for or against the
scheme, to tell the council and,
particularly, their ward coun-
cillors. Yesterday he confirmed

Oliver Mundell MSP is pushing
the council for clarity

We need to be 
seeing eye-level 
visuals produced 
by the council.

“

”

George Street in the flood of October 1977

THE flood defences review
group has written to the chair-
man of the committee assess-
ing the Langholm flood pro-
tection scheme asking him to
pull it from the agenda sched-
uled for October 1.
In an email to councillor Andy

Ferguson the group says: “There
are growing concerns in
Langholm over this scheme,
particularly that the accurate
eye-level visualisations have
still not been provided as
promised since March and the
community here is being forced
to rely on amateur visual esti-
mates for this major infrastruc-
ture proposal.
“The current schedule explic-

itly does not attempt to accom-
modate any of our concerns 
being raised at a reasonable or
effective stage which does sug-
gest a prejudgement of the 
issues.
“We would be grateful if you

could consider postponing the
schedule until these issues can
be resolved.”
The main message the group

is trying to get across is that it
wants large-scale, still prints
from key pedestrian and cyclist
user views with eye-level at
1.5m to reflect an average per-
son.
Viewpoints should be selected

next to a range of wall heights
and locations and along popular
footpaths used by locals and
visitors in the town, with average
cars shown at 1.4m height and
average people at 1.65m (5’6”).
Expecting folk to interpret fast

aerial fly-throughs and unreal-
istic elevated viewpoints really
is not helpful.
Nobody flies through

Langholm; they walk and cycle
very close to the river. The cur-

rent plans intend to turn our
beautiful river and town into
an ugly drainage channel.
The group’s mock-ups are 

estimates using the council’s
published outline map in the
absence of the advanced eye-
level visuals and elevation draw-
ings.
It says that an engagement

event means nothing if those
engaging have no influence on
the outcome. That’s 
notification.

Review
In a statement it said: “We’re

trying to remove this item from
the agenda because there should
be a pause for a review.
“The town needs to know

what’s going on and it’s going
to committee on October 1.”
At that meeting, if the com-

mittee recommend the scheme
for approval, the flood order
will be published and the public
will have 28 days to comment
on the plan.
“Our concerns centre on the

technical, amenity and environ-
mental issues. We have a list of
quite serious concerns about
these.
“When the council supplies

the accurate visuals, that’s what
we’ll put on display in the 
Welcome to Langholm window.
People need to understand the
concept of the heights.
“In the current video the coun-

cil’s eye-level view and the
flood event are not very good.
The council is being very 
selective in what it shows.
“The windows (in the walls)

are not to specification and have
no relation to reality.
“The walls are not pretty. They

will get grubby and dirty. Who
will clean them?”

The group also wants to
know how much of the barrier
will be made up of wall and
how many and how big the
vision panels will be.

Visuals
The group stated: “Consid-

ering our very reasonable re-
quest for a pause and design
review was flatly refused in
March, despite being made
very shortly after the drop-in
event once many in our com-
munity had had an opportunity
to fully digest the enormity
of the proposals presented to
us and despite more than 100
people immediately expressing
major concerns, it is now frus-
trating to learn that the staged
schedule evades any of these
concerns being raised in any
timely or useful manner to in-
fluence the ongoing design
process or its progress to the
next stage.”
A council spokesperson said

that if the committee approved
the scheme, it would then pro-
mote it.
This involved publishing a

set of notices, adverts, docu-
ments and plans and writing
formally to all properties in
the scheme boundary.
There was a 28-day period

when any person could make
written representations on the
scheme.
The team would then ‘nego-

tiate’ with any person making
a representation to see whether
their concerns or objections
could be resolved and they
could choose whether to with-
draw the objection.
If anyone would like to 

comment, they can send an
email to LangholmFPS@
dumgal.gov.uk

The flood defences review group’s display in Welcome to Langholm window in the Market Place
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Plan launched to make
south a greater place

THE new economic develop-
ment agency for Dumfries
and Galloway and the Scottish
Borders has published its first
operating plan.
It sets out its ambitious plans

to put the south on the map and
ensure its economy flourishes.
South of Scotland Enterprise

(SOSE), which went live on
April 1, is committed to listen-
ing to the people of the south,
doing things differently and
empowering everyone to help
make the south an even greater
place to live, work, visit and
learn and invest in.
The plan focuses on the rest

of the financial year, along with
some achievements and prior-
ities as it looks to a wider
period of consultation to 
develop its strategic action plan.
Professor Russel Griggs,

chairman, said: “We’re here in
the south, for the south and
with the south and we truly
believe the time is now for the
south.
“We have the chance to take

this forward with both hands
and put our region firmly on
the map.
“Collectively, our region will

flourish and the future will be
brighter than it ever has been
and we want to do this with
those who live and work here.”
SOSE was formed by the

Scottish government to work
with the people and communi-
ties in the south to establish
the region as a centre of 
opportunity, innovation and
growth.
To date, its focus has been

on working as Team South of
Scotland (Team SOS) with both
councils and other partners to
mitigate the impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic. 
Since May, the SOSE team

has administered more than
£12m of government funding
to almost 300 businesses.
“It’s made it clear it intends

to support the region to recover

and look to a positive future
not only through investment
but also through tailored support
which businesses and commu-
nities really need.
Prof Griggs added: “We’re

the first of Scotland’s public
agencies, whose legislation pro-
motes a wider view on the
economy and how it has an
impact on all we do.
“Jobs are important to us but

so are communities and the 
environment.
“We want to make sure that

everyone, no matter who and
where they are, has an oppor-
tunity to fulfil their ambitions.
“We are one of the first to

have Fair Work running through
all our activities.
“How we treat people matters

to us and we want to ensure
this runs through our region,
too.
“We’re here and able to listen

first-hand to what businesses,
communities and individuals
need and respond.”
This week the government

published its Programme for
Government which focuses on
creating new, good, green jobs
and SOSE is committed to sup-
porting this activity.
Nick Halfhide, interim chief

executive, said: “Like any other
start-up organisation, it will
take some time for us to settle
in and build our capacity and
capability.
“We expect it to take us about

three years so the operating
plan details where our efforts
and resources will be focused
on the rest of 2020/21.
“We have set out the work

underway to develop our 
ambitions for our region.
“This includes developing our

action plan which will, after
extensive consultation in the
south, define our longer-term
priorities.
“It will guide our focus on

and investments in all we have
been established to do.”

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

A BRIGHTER  
FUTURE IS IN  
SIGHT, IF WE  
DO THIS RIGHT.

All that time spent. All those efforts made. All those  
tears shed. Let’s not go backwards. The more we stick  
to the coronavirus guidance now, the sooner we can  
move forwards, as one, to better days.
#WeAreScotland

STICK WITH IT SCOTLAND, 
FOR YOURSELVES AND EACH OTHER.

        

Nick Halfhide, interim chief executive, and Russel Griggs, chairman, of
South of Scotland Enterprise

Enterprise body to make area centre for opportunity, innovation and growth
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Trophy winners at the 1983 Benty Show: Geordie Jackson, Archie McCrindle, Jim Little,
Willie Moffat and Jock Corrie

DOOKIN’ KILTS

Fishing and guddling in our
rivers in summer was noth-
ing compared to swimming
and diving in the pools of the
Esk and its tributaries and,
for we of the Wauchope 
Ra’ Gang, in the River 
Wauchope.
Pinder, as usual, was in

charge of everything. Ulti-
mately we would go swim-
ming in all the Wauchope pools
from the Pool Corner up
through the Plump, the Auld
Stane Brig and The Dumlinns.
We would dive from the rowan
tree to the bottom of the 
Dumlinns and bring up a
lichen-covered stone to prove
our “manhood”. Then Bessie
Bell’s pool for the little chil-
dren to the “Sunny Pool” then
the “Upper Dumlinns” etc etc.
But the most fearsome and

sinister pool on the Wauchope
river was the “Auld Cauld”.
This is where Pinder taught

me to swim and the reason that
he took me there was because
when our mothers gave us the
money for swimming cos-
tumes Pinder spent the money
in Pelosi’s Ice Cream Parlour
and we swam “starkers” in the
“Auld Cauld” where no girls or
few boys would go near. The
reason that no one would go
near the Auld Cauld was 

because, firstly the toilet from
the Old Parish Kirk minister’s
manse flushed directly into the
exceptionally long and deep
pool with seep slate sides and
overshadowed with huge beech
trees which made it cold even
in the height of summer.

Skull
Not only that, the cemetery

was falling into the River 
Wauchope and often when we
later dived into the Auld Cauld
depths for a “white stone” we
brought up a skull.
And lots of these black sea

eels lived down there.
(William Wordsworth of “a

host of golden daffodils” fame
wrote a poem about old 
Wauchope Kirkyard.)
The Auld Cauld is where 

Pinder taught me to swim.
He taught me the “Dog 

Paddle”.
“Just the same as a dog” he

would shout. “If a dog can do it
you can do it.”
Pinder was a better swimmer

than I was. He could do the
breast stroke and always went
ahead. He could also hear when
the minister’s toilet flushed and
would shout: “Look out!”
David Stevenson of “The 

Edinburgh Woollen Mill” now
lives there with his wife and I
sincerely hope he has now had
the plumbing fixed.
About swimming gear as they

talk about nowadays. In out day
they were known in Langholm
as “Dookin Kilts”. I don’t know
why kilts because there was no
similarity to a ‘kilt’.
Sam Smith the draper at the

top of “Wattie’s Arch” had the
monopoly in Langholm for the
sale of “Dookin Kilts”.
One could have a full sized

“Dookin Kilt” for one shilling
and nine pence or a thing called
in Langholm a “Ba’happer” for
three pence.
Now a “Dookin Kilt” was a

complete swimming costume
into which one thrust both legs
then dragged it up over the
body and fastened it with shoul-
der straps with buttons.
Obviously all the girls and

some of the better off boys
whose fathers were in full em-
ployment had “Dookin Kilts”.
But for Pinder and me it was

“Ba’happers”.
Now a Ba’happer was a

length of black cotton material
with a hole half way along. One
shoved the right leg through
this hole, wrapped the remain-
der round the lower body and
tied it at the left hip with tapes
attached to each end of the 
material.
Should you have ever seen a

silent ‘Tarzan’ film featuring
Johnnie Weismuller as Tarzan
that is how we looked.

(to be continued)

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Elliot Cavers of Sorbie wins overall Reserve Champion

In the abscence of this years ‘show season’,
we bring you a report from the E&L of 25
years ago
Entries in some sections were
a little disappointing, but on
the whole Benty Show 
Secretary Ann Little was well
pleased with the day.
The weather certainly 

behaved itself, contrary to fore-
casts, and the rain held of until
the end of the Show, which
meant gate receipts are 
expected to be around the same
as last year. 
It was a day of surprises and

delight for several entrants –
like young Libby Jewitt, who
had to choose between attend-
ing a party and taking her 
entries along for the Children’s
Section.
She opted for the Show and

it certainly paid off, for 
she won the Jack Armitage
Challenge Trophy for the most
points in the children’s section,
taking a first with her animal
made from a vegetable, first
in Primary 4 and 5 story writ-
ing, writing and drawing in
colour. In the painted stone
and miniature garden sections,
however, she was beaten into
second place, but still earned
valuable points towards her
trophy.
Robbie Little was not intend-

ing entering his sticks this year
having won so much over the
past few years at local shows
that he had decided to “spread
his wings” to shows further
afield and give others a chance.
But he was persuaded to

“bring a few sticks along”
when he was asked to return
the trophy he won last year. It
resulted in him taking back
home to Bewcastle the same
trophy. Robbie admitted Benty
Show was a favourite although

now in Cumbria he spent sev-
eral years in the Westerkirk
area.
It was an even bigger surprise

for Steve Grant when he won
one of the potato classes. For
Steve had simply dug some
potatoes from his garden at
Dalry to give to Judge’s 
Convener John Armstrong.
Steve was scheduled to judge
the black-faced sheep section
and John had offered to go
along to Dalry to collect him
and give him a bed for the
night before taking him home
the following day.

Class tatties
But when John was presented

with the potatoes he was so
impressed by the quality that
he entered them in the show
for Steve … and they took
first prize in the six potatoes
class.
John’s attention to his duties

also earned praise from Ann
Little.
“He is a very busy man and

it was very good of him to
take such time to ensure Steve
was able to get here,” said
Ann.
There was great delight for

Langholm’s Tommy Ireland,
who won the Fell Race, for he
halted the successful run of
Kenny Whiteford, who has
taken the trophy for the past
four years. Last year’s Scottish
Champion was forced into 
third place this year by Dave
Woodhead of Horwich.
And that too was another

sweet revenge for Tommy, who
last week could manage only
third behind Dave at the Holm
Show.
It was also the 10th anniver-

sary of Tommy’s first win in
the Benty race, adding to his
satisfaction.
Sweeps the board
One winner who was not on

hand to enjoy her triumph was
Sheila Jackson who repeated
last year’s string of successes
winning the E&L Trophy 
for most points in the baking
classes, the Ella Jackson 
Trophy for best exhibit in the
section and the Dalgleish Cup
for most points in the Preserve 
Classes.
It was left to mum to collect

the trophies – and help every-
one celebrate the success as
the cups runneth over with
wine – for Sheila, who lives
at Eaglesfield was busy 
enjoying her love in life – out
in her black leathers, biking!
Another trophy winner who

was absent when it came 
to the presentations was 
Westerkirk’s John Packer. He
surprised many by taking first
and second in the tapestry
class, but left his wife Carol
to collect the trophy!

Chip off old Bloch
In the Sheep Section Ian Bell

is proving that he really is a
chip off the old Bloch!
For Ian is following in the

highly successful footsteps of
his father George, both of The
Bloch, by taking a string of
trophies.
He won the Arresgill Cup

for Champion Cheviot, the
Jackson Cup for best Cheviot,
Metcalfe Cup for Most Points
in Section and the Glendearg
Cup for Overall Sheep 
Champion. A new trophy still
to be presented will be the
E&L Trophy for the Overall
Reserve Champion which was
won by Elliot Cavers of Sorbie,
Ewes.

The Benty Show 1995
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The 
forgotten coastline
Within an hour and a half of
Langholm, you can be in an idyllic
setting with spectacular scenery and
relaxing surroundings.
We were fortunate to rent a lovely 

holiday chalet, with its own private
beach, on the Carrick shore near 
Gatehouse of Fleet and Sandgreen from
a small company called Carrick Shore
Holidays.
‘Solway Spray’ is tastefully furnished

in a nautical theme with modern, 
comfortable furniture.
The small kitchen is fully equipped,

the lounge has a log burner (not that it
was needed) and two large leather sofas.

Outside there are a number of decked
seating areas for al fresco dining but
the real treat is the private beach, more
shingle and rocks than sand but
nonetheless pleasant.  The sunsets
from the beach are beautiful.
We made great use of the coastal

walks available in the area, walking on
the beach to Sandgreen and other des-
tinations.
There is something different to see

around each corner, be it a different 
aspect of the landscape or a new flock

of wading birds.
This place is an ornithologist’s

dream, with oyster catchers,
curlews, turnstone, sandpipers, snipe
and so on. 
We had stunning views of the little

Isles of Fleet across the bay to
Mossyard, Cardoness and further to
Garlieston and the Isle of Whithorn.
In these times of trouble, it is 

reassuring to know that we have such
beautiful spots to visit in our own
county.

This beautiful roe deer is caught by surprise by Corrie Graham of Langholm
Camera: NikonD500

The E&L Gallery

Staycation review.......home’ll do!

One of the spectacular sunsets viewed form the private beach at Solway Spray

Carrick Shore
Dumfries & Galloway
www.carrickshoreholidays.co.uk

August 2020
The Elliot Sisters, Langholm

Solway Spray is available to let from Carrick Shore Cottages



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIED

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

E&L JOB SPOT

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

RBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, 

Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012

catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

SSR CAR CARRIERS LTD
Nationwide vehicle collection and delivery
Permanent Self-employed Trade Plate/Transporter Drivers
Location: Rowanburn, Canonbie ● Salary/Rate: up to £500/week self-employed

We are currently looking for drivers in and around this area to deliver and collect cars
throughout the country. Experience is not essential, but applicants should display a
professional manner, have good customer service skills,a UK driving licence with no
more than 6 points.

We offer:
      ● Training courses for the loading of vehicles and the use of the software, immediate start 
      ● Competitive rates of pay and bonuses on certain collections.
      ● Weekly Pay
      ● Regular full-time or Part time work, not seasonal
      ● Company uniform

Applicants must:
      ● Be over 25 for insurance purposes
      ● Hold a UK Licence for more than 2 years (EU Licence is not accepted)
      ● Have no more than 6 points on their licence
      ● No motoring bans on your licence within the past 5 years and no DVLA codes: DR10 & TT99
      ● Access to suitable off-road parking i.e. garage/driveway preferred but not essential
      ● A good knowledge of the UK Road systems and a good geographical understanding

SSR CAR CARRIERS LTD is an equal opportunities employer
For informal enquiries please call 07515 155608

PLEASE EMAIL CV TO ssrcarcarriers@gmail.com. 
We will get back to you if you fit the criteria

FOOT HEALTH
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SORRY, NO POST OFFICE ON Friday 11th SEP

FOOT HEALTH TREATMENT
IN ORDER TO CONTINUE PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE
AND CARING SERVICE FOR THE PEOPLE OF ESKDALE.

YOUR LOCAL FOOT HEALTH SPECIALIST CAROL DEEN 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT HER SISTER HAS

RELOCATED TO THE AREA AND WILL BE ASSISTING AND
TAKING ON NEW PATIENTS WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT

SANDRA HICKEBOTTOM
MCFHP DipFHT MAFHP

Foot Health Professional
Fully Qualified and Insured since 1996

Flexible Home Visits

Tel: 07951 312513

PUBLIC NOTICES

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER 
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
the Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser you can come
into the office and speak to the Editor or email her
on rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

If you’re not satisfied with how your complaint has
been handled you may write to the Company
Secretary at 

Muckle Toon Media CIC, Ashley Bank House, 
Langholm DG13 0AN.

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to  
Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 
01/10/2020 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/1362/LBC (B) Canonbie Primary School, Canonbie - Erection 
of extension, internal and external alterations to include nursery as part of 
primary school
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Triples
times
Bowling
Langholm New Town
Times for Triples Saturday 12th
September 
11.00: L. Tolson, D Reid and R
Davidson. A N Other, Booba
and E Christie. S Mabon, N
McLure and M Brown. R 
Johnstone, S Roebuck and M
Johnstone. M Grieve, E Beattie
and B Scott. P Warwick, D
Ritchie and K Bell. 12 noon: 
I Scott, Jinky and E Beattie. C
Warwick, A Grieve and G 
Graham. R Innes, R Mabon and
F Graham. K Johnstone, L Reid
and N Campbell. 
There will be no raffle. 
Members who are taking part
in the sponsored walk should
bring their sheets for fundraising. 

____________________

Two wins
for Ewart
Horseracing
JAMES Ewart Racing of
Langholm has run out two
winners since the trainers re-
turn to racing two weeks ago.
Empire De Maulde scored a
convincing six-length win at
17/2 in a novices handicap chase
over two miles, four furlongs
at Hexham.
Rachael MacDonald was in
the saddle and the horse made
steady headway after the 10th
fence.
Two fences from home he
went third and was in the lead
approaching the last and held
on to win.
The other winner came at
Sedgefield in a two-mile, four-
furlong novices hurdle.
The Blame Game, who set off
as the 11/2 favourite, was ridden
by Brian Hughes.
The horse went second two
fences from home and took the
lead approaching the last.
He was hard pressed on the
run-in but ran on well to the
finish to come in one and three
quarter lengths in front.
On an earlier outing to Sedge-
field The Blame Game came
first when ridden by Brian
Hughes in a two-mile, four-fur-
long novices hurdle.
In a two-mile maiden hurdle
at Hexham Nikgarde came
fourth when ridden by Hughes
and For Three was fourth at
the same venue in a two-mile
handicap hurdle.
Honourary Gift, part-owned
by John Elliot of Langholm,
was second in a handicap chase
over two miles and half a furlong
at Sedgefield when ridden by
MacDonald.

Hounds
LAST Saturday’s trails raised
£625 for Cancer Research UK
and thanks go to farmer 
Andrew Elliot for allowing
the event to run at Caret Rigg. 
The trophies were the Benty
Show trophies and Hamish
Waugh brought his quad bike
to help the trailmen so the day
could go ahead.
The seniors trail had six 
entries. Class Mo Salah set off
at a cracking pace and had a
lead of about 50 yards by the
time they had climbed the first
hill.
He was still leading at the
road and had been joined by
Polaris but they both scaled
after crossing the road and 
allowed Fire Belle and Delta
Script to catch up.
On the next incline the leaders
pulled away and the two were
on their own on the finish. Polaris
strode home for another nice
win.

Contest
In the senior graded 10 hounds
were slipped. Castle Clansman
and Buster Moon set the early
pace but at the road Overwater
Stanley, Frankel and Splendid
Mikey were contesting pole 
position.
When they appeared on the
finish, Buster Moon was just in

front of Clansman and Buster
Moon pulled away nicely to win.
The fast-finishing Overwater
Stanley passed Clansman about
10 yards out for second.
There were eight entries for
the pups and they were led out
by Time will Tell who was
rarely headed for the whole
trail.
When they came over the top,
six hounds were in with a
chance.
It was a blanket finish and
difficult for judges and catchers
to sort out the places in the
rough grass.
Time will Tell was still in
front about a length from the
line but Border Brae made a
last-minute leap over for first
place,

Time will Tell
Border Brow came in from
wide to just pip Time will Tell
for second. 
In the open maidens Pirate
Jake showed a clean pair of
heels and did most of the work.
Lucky Charm challenged him
at the road and they had the
field well strung out.
Pirate Jake came first on to
the finish and pulled away 
for his first win of the season.
Strider came through for sec-
ond.
Thanks go to the many spon-
sors: the Elliot family, Norman

and Margaret Laing, Dale Irving,
Castle O’er, Norman and Dot
Pattinson, Jimmy Johnstone,
Caroline and Peter McReadie
May, Caroline and Derek Hill,
Sarah Harper and many more
who gave donations and food
on the day.

Caret Rigg, 
Saturday, September 6

Seniors: Polaris, Class Mo
Salah, Delta Script, Fire Belle,
Fire Gun, Delta Scope. 6 ran.
24.30.

Senior graded: Buster Moon,
Overwater Stanley, Castle 
Clansman, Fire Lass, Bobby
Moon, Splendid Mikey. 10 ran.
24.04.
Pups: Border Brae, Border
Brow, Time Will Tell, Delta
Status, Matilda. 8 ran. 16.36.
Open maidens: Pirate Jake,
Strider, Lucky Charm, Donna's
Pride, Mr Ant, Class Mo Salah.
10 ran. 15.04.

Wintershields
Wednesday, September 2

Seniors: Polaris, Fire Belle,
Jazzle, Fire Gun, Delta Script,
Splendid Mikey. 6 ran. 26.48.
Senior graded: Frankel, Fire
Lass, Buster Moon, Fire Bolt,
Overwater Stanley, Bobby
Moon. 10 ran. 28.01.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Border
Brow, Matilda, Just William,
Time Will Tell 6, Delta Status.
9 ran. 21.52.
All in: Strider, Bella Moon, 3
ran, 2 finished. 21.56.

Caret Rigg charity trail

The sum of £625 was raised for Cancer Research UK with a trail at Caret Rigg

Not a great day
at the office

Unique among
golf champions

Cricket
LANGHOLM were convincingly de-
feated in their penultimate game at
home to Carleton last Saturday.
Langholm, batting first, in wet condi-
tions did well to post 114. Stuart Duggan
was top scorer with 36.
Carleton never really looked in trouble
as they reached the target with the loss of
only two wickets.
As is becoming a trend this season,
the Langholm skipper lost the toss and,
not surprisingly, Carleton decided to
bowl.
Langholm had 6 on the board when
the first wicket fell. Graham Park was
bowled by Litherland for 4.
This brought Nicky P in to join Duggan.
The bowlers kept things tight but the
pair batted patiently, taking the score to
33 in the 17 over before Nicky fell,
caught at point to Cuneen for 18.
Tony Steele hit one six but was dis-
missed for 8 with the score on 51.
Chris Stewart joined Duggan and, after
a slow start, the partnerships run rate
began to rise and the pair took the
Langholm score past 100 before Duggan
was run out for a patient 36.
Dave Steele fell the same way as
Langholm looked for quick runs, quickly
followed by Stewart for 14 caught in
the deep by Greig off Litheland with 

the score on 112.
Two more runs were added as
Langholm finished on 114 for 6 in their
40 overs. 
Special mention to the 
Carleton bowlers in difficult conditions,
especially Cuneen and Smith who con-
ceded only a combined 23 in their 20
overs.
Langholm hoped for a good start but
Carleton got going at 4 an over before a
Graham Park long hop saw Greig pull
the ball straight to Jay Gordon for 16.
Litherland and Rice took the score to
over 50 before Dave Steele bowled Rice
for 14.
No further wickets fell as Carleton
passed the Langholm total in the 29th
over.
In the bowling Park had 1 for 16 and
Dave Steele 1 for 35. Not a great day at
the office but there is always next week.

Golf
The Langholm Golf Club Ladies
championship final was played
on Saturday September 5.
Finalists were Marti Borthwick

and Ailsa Mitchell with Ailsa the
eventual winner
On Saturday September 12 the

Men’s and the Seniors’ finals
were played, Gary Paisley and
Simon Tweddle played the men’s
final over 36 holes. It was a close
match with Simon the eventual
winner.
Brian Porteous and Derek 

Johnstone played the Seniors’ 
final over 18 holes, which was
won by Brian.
On Sunday September 13 the

Men’s B Championship was con-
tested by Scott Laidlaw and Jason
Brockley. The match was won
by Scott.
We believe that this is the first

time that a couple has won both
the Men’s and Ladies’ 
Championships in the same year
Congratulations to all the 

winners. Simon Tweddle and Ailsa Mitchell win the
men’s and ladies’ championships



Rugby
IT WAS with great sadness
that members of Langholm
Rugby Club,  along with  the
wider community, learned of
the death on Saturday of one
of the club’s greatest players,
Christy Elliot.

Not only was he a stalwart of
the Langholm club but he was
also a well-known figure in
Border and Scottish rugby.

Christy first played for
Langholm  in 1947 and went
on to play for the club for 25
years and retired in 1972.

He played mostly at centre
but, occasionally, took to the
field as stand-off or on the wing.

During his 25 years as a senior
Langholm player he was capped
12 times for Scotland and was
a big part of the 1958-59
Langholm side which won the
Scottish championship and the
Border League.

He won a number of sevens’
medals, including the Langholm
Sports  in that same great year
of 1959.

1958
Christy won his first cap for

Scotland 62 years ago in March
1958 when Scotland played
England at Murrayfield.

He was drafted into the 
Scotland team on the Saturday
morning of the match as winger
and those travelling from
Langholm to support Scotland
were unaware that Christy had
been picked for the team until
he ran out onto the pitch.

During his debut match he
was asked to take over the kick-
ing duties and kicked a penalty
which put them into a 3-0 lead.

England also kicked a penalty
late in the match for a 3-3 draw
and  share in the Calcutta cup
that year.

As already mentioned, Christy
won 12 caps and was in the
team which beat England in
1964 at Murrayfield 15-6.

Christy played numerous
games for the South of Scotland,
including a match against South
Africa who they beat at 
Mansfield and in New Zealand.

He played for Scotland in
Canada in a non-international
match and played for the 
Co-optimists rugby club.

Christy played his last match
for Langholm against Hawick

in 1972 in the club’s centenary
year.

He scored a try and the whole
crowd rose in appreciation.
Langholm won that match 6-0.

He retired from Langholm
aged 39 but played in a few 
invitation matches after that.

He played more than 1,000
matches in his career and scored
more than 2,000 points. A fine
record for a fine rugby player.

In February 2018  he cele-
brated his  85th birthday and
the club marked 60 years since
his first cap with a celebration
at the club, along with family
and friends.

Until very recently, Christy
regularly attended home matches
and senior members’ functions
and was always ready to help
with sage advice and good hu-
mour. He will be much missed
by all at the club.

Condolences are expressed to
May, David, Laura and all the
family.

 Scottish Rugby is sad-
dened to learn of the death of
the former Scotland winger
Christy Elliot. He was 87.

Elliot was capped 12 times
for Scotland between 1958 and
1965 and had come to promi-
nence as an outstanding member
of the Langholm team which
were unbeaten winners of both
Border League and Scotland’s
unofficial club championship
in the 1958-59 season.

The Langholm club believes
no other club in Britain could
match their record that season
and, for good measure, they
won their own sevens tourna-
ment, too.

Gargantuan
Elliot amassed a gargantuan

haul of some 252 points in all
games he played that season.

In total, during his career he
collected another five winner’s
medals on the Borders sevens’
circuit at Kelso, Gala twice,
Selkirk and Earlston.

As a winger, he had the full
repertoire of skills, both silky
and abrasive.

Peter Brown, the former 
Scotland captain and a good
friend, recounted Elliot’s famous
“hip swerve”, which left many

an opponent either bruised or 
bamboozled or both.

Brown said: “He was the most
terrific thrower-in at the lineout;
that was part of a winger’s duties
then. He had exceptional timing.”

Elliot was a goal-kicker, too,
“an old-fashioned toe kicker”,
in Brown’s description and,
combined with his unerring abil-
ity to find the try line, he was
regularly among the top points’
scorers in domestic rugby in
Scotland in his early rugby
years.

In December 1957 he kicked
two penalties as the South lost
narrowly 6-12 to the touring
Wallabies at Mansfield Park in
Hawick.

When he made his Scotland
debut at Murrayfield the fol-
lowing year, he was an 11th
hour replacement for the peerless
Arthur Smith, who had gone
down with flu.

Nerveless
To resounding cheers, the

seemingly nerveless Elliot
marked his first cap by kicking
a penalty to give Scotland a 3-
0 lead against England.

He almost escaped for a try,
too, only to be denied by a
tackle by scrum-half Dickie
Jeeps, which led to Jeeps being
injured. 

A penalty from England tight-
head prop, the late George 
Hastings, who was winning the
last of his 13 caps, meant the
match ended in a 3-3 draw.

An ankle injury curtailed Elliot
in the 1959/60 season but that
spoke volumes about the man.

He sustained it – later diag-
nosed as a Pott’s fracture – in
the opening minutes of the final
of the Headingley Sevens in
Leeds but such was his iron 
determination that he played on
throughout the tie.

By 1960, he had recovered, yet
his penalty and conversion were
not enough to avoid Scotland
succumbing to an 11-13 home
loss to France that January.

In the 1963/64 season Elliot,
playing in the centre, was praised
for defensive heroics in the
South’s 0-8 defeat to the touring
All Blacks, a newspaper report
describing, with some glee, how
he “knocked Bruce Watt, his
opposite number, straight over
backwards, ball and all” in one
fierce tackle.

Elliot, who had played only
once for Scotland since that

1960 French match – against
England in 1963 – returned and
played in all the international
matches in 1964, a momentous
year for Scotland.

His first victory in a Scotland
shirt, six years after his debut,
came in a 10-0 win against
France.

A 0-0 draw against New
Zealand – Scotland thus depriv-
ing the All Blacks of a Grand
Slam – followed. 

Here was an away loss to
Wales, an away win against 
Ireland and a 15-6 Calcutta Cup
success against England at 
Murrayfield.

That victory was Scotland’s
first against England in 14 years
and earned Scotland a share of
the championship with Wales,
their best performance since
1938.

Elliot’s final cap was against
Ireland in 1965, the year in
which he captained the Scottish
Districts to a 16-8 victory over
South Africa in Hawick, landing
a penalty and two conversions
to the home tally and he con-
tinued to represent the Langholm
club with distinction until their
centenary season in 1971.

Barbarians
As well as representing the

South, Elliot played three times
for the Barbarians, all against
East Midlands in 1959, 1960
and 1964.

His younger brother Tom, fol-
lowed in his footsteps, winning
five caps for Scotland as an
openside flanker between 1968
and 1970.

Elliot, who had done National
Service with the King’s Own
Scottish Borderers in Korea,
worked in the tweed trade as a
manager with Arthur Bell &
Sons in Langholm.

Peter Brown added: “Ever
since I played with him in 1964,
there was a special bond between
us and our families.

Christy was an outstanding
example of fairness with a very
good, tactical rugby brain.

“He bore no ill-will to any
other human being and was,
rightly, an absolute legend in
Langholm.”

Scottish Rugby extends its
sincere condolences to Elliot’s
widow May, daughter Laura,
son David, his five grandchil-
dren, wider family and his many
friends.

Hislop
Saracens
bound
Rugby
DONCASTER Knights’ loose-
head Robin Hislop of Langholm
is on loan for the rest of the
2019/20 Gallagher Premiership
season at Saracens, the 
European champions.

Saracens are in the middle of
a hectic run, during which they
play a gruelling four matches
in two weeks, ending with a
champions cup quarter-final
against Leinster.

Hislop, 28, enjoyed a remark-
able 2019/20 in which he 
was named in both the 
Championship Dream XV and
The Rugby Paper team of the
season and now has the oppor-
tunity to experience first-team
training alongside some of the
biggest names in the sport.

Head coach Steve Boden said:
“This is a fantastic opportunity
for Bomber to experience a
world-class environment.

“We are happy the hard work
and consistent performances
Bomber has put in, especially
last season, has been noticed.”

Hislop added: “I want to make
the most of the experience and
come back to Donny, hopefully
we’re back in by then, and fly
into pre-season.
“I thoroughly enjoy playing at
Doncaster and hope I can give
a good account of myself and
come back a better player with
some new ideas and experi-
ences.”

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p

9
7
7
1
4
7
2

9
3
8
7
4
0

3
7

Sports News
Thursday September 10, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
WEDNESDAY 16th sePTEMBER

SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Tributes to a man of great
ability and huge popularity

Christy Elliot was capped 12 times for Scotland


