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OUR NEXT EDITION will be on THURSDAY, 27th August
There will be no E&L Advertiser published on 13th or 20th August because

......WE’RE ALL GOING ON A SUMMER HOLIDAY!......
Many thanks to all our readers, advertisers, contributors and volunteers for your continued support

Photo by Chris Strickland



TO CELEBRATE the completion
of Langholm chilli club’s tunnel,
members held an open day to
show off their chilli exploits.
Alongside folk from Langholm

and Eskdale, they welcomed visitors
from the club’s wider membership.
Although their members from

places as far-flung as Kenya, 
Sweden, Canada and the Falkland
Islands couldn’t make it, they did
receive chilli-mad visitors from as
far afield as Inverness and 
Glasgow.
The ChilliTunnel project began

in July 2019 after Langholm Social
Club generously offered the use
of a redundant allotment on its
premises.
The Scottish government’s 

community growing fund awarded
a grant to build the structure. 
Construction started in August but

a couple of mishaps, namely, the
theft of the original cover for the
tunnel and the onset of winter 
weather, meant it was finally 
completed on March 21, just two
days before lockdown began.
For the first few weeks the club

member, who had the bad luck to
have the keys on March 23, looked
after the seedlings, using water car-
ried from the river 100 metres away.
As restrictions eased, other 

members began working in isolated
shifts and the tunnel was completed
on July 24, 124 days after the cover
went on.
The site has gone from 490

square feet of empty space and a
lot of tiny seedlings into what
may well be the largest collection
of different chilli varieties in 
Scotland or the UK.
There are currently 160 and, with

members still dropping off their 
varieties, the club hopes to reach
200 varieties this year, alongside
400 further chilli plants, enough to
keep the whole town in curries for

the rest of 2020.
It’s also possibly the world’s small-

est botanic garden. In April and
May, using the spare space in the
tunnel, members planted a host of
other plant varieties to give to people
to try to brighten up lockdown and

alleviate the boredom.
When people came to collect their

plants, they left us specimens from
their gardens so, alongside chillis,
we have 107 other species from
around the world, including oddities
such as tomatillos, avocado, 
flowering tobacco, aubergines and
four types of pumpkin.

Reclaimed
The resident sparrows and black-

birds, which were all born since
the tunnel was built, now assume
it’s their home.
Best of all, the project has cost

the club less than £40.
Apart from the free rent, the grant

for the tunnel and the generous 
donation of a replacement covering
by the Langholm Initiative, the site
is built entirely from reclaimed, 
recycled and donated materials.
This allowed the members to finish

the site with a miniature rock-art
front garden.
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Bingo! Game night returns
LANGHOLM Social Club has decided to resume
its bingo after members reached an agreement at a
committee meeting on Monday.
The bingo nights will be on Fridays and Sundays at

8pm. Social distancing must be maintained.
Please enter via the lounge door and use the sanitiser

as you come in and leave by the hall door.
If anyone is showing any symptoms at all, please

stay at home.
This is for members only but if anyone, who is not a

member, would like to go along, they can join. New
members are always welcome. Membership is £15.
There is no Tote Double draw or Alphabet forecast

until further notice. This is to prevent people touching
envelopes/paper.
This will be monitored and may change at the next

committee meeting. 
The weekly bonus ball will be available to buy at the

bar.

A taste of chilli
Club opens the doors of its new hot house

Some of the regular bingo players can look forward to enjoying
a few games at Langholm Social Club

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

All Services
CANCELLED

until further notice

In Memoriam

Thanks for Sympathy

REID

The family of the late John (Jake) would like to
thank all for the kind expressions of sympathy
received following their sad loss. 
Grateful thanks also to Rev Scott McCarthy,
David Erskine and all who lined the road to show
their respect. 

Langholm Chilli Club may have the largest collection of varieties in Scotland

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church service on 
9th August will be 
in Ewes Church
at 10.30am

due to Langholm being
closed for repairs.

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

HARVEY
In loving memory
of Margaret
who died 

23rd August 2014
Always in our
thoughts, 

Bobby x

Thank You

Jubilee Cornet 
Neil Davidson
would like to say a Muckle
thank you, to all, for the

cards, gifts and well wishes
over this Common Riding.

Congratulations to Stevie on
your Semi-jubilee and a 
job well done on Friday.

It was a different but
thoroughly enjoyable day
from morning to night with
wonderful memories made.
Hopefully next year we can

all celebrate 
by way o’ auld style...

The Hungarian Black is one of dozens
of chillis in the Langholm polytunnel



By Michele Lowe

IF ONE thing lockdown has done for me, it’s res-
urrected my love of revamping and reusing things.

We live in such a throwaway world at the moment
and it’s not good for landfill or for our pockets.

I’ve always loved upcycling. I get a real sense of
achievement when I turn something, which was going
to be discarded, into something loveable again.

My own home is an eclectic mix of old and new and
says something about me.

Let’s face it, that old pot cupboard of granny’s is
certainly made of stronger stuff than most flat pack
items you can buy today and has a story attached to
it.

You can give it a clean-up or coat of paint and
transform it into something which fits right into your
home.

I started making gin lamps as gifts for family and
friends. I love the character of them and giving a
hand-made gift says you’ve put some thought into it.

“I’ve had plenty of time on my hands recently so
I’ve started creating decoupage decorative vases
and bottles. Very individual and, again, great little
gifts.

I think a lot of folk have been getting creative, I’ve
seen some great pallet transformations, very individual,
and it’s given people a sense of pride that they’ve
made an item and saved a few pounds along the
way.

I hate waste and, being brought up in a big family,
we couldn't afford to waste things.

I think that’s where I get my love of using up and re-
cycling things from. It’s in my nature.

If you want to have a look at my gin lamps, they are
currently displayed in the window of Welcome to
Langholm

My Facebook page is Revamped & Re-loved.
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Summer
holiday
THE team at the E&L Adver-
tiser is now on holiday until
Thursday, August 20 and the
next edition will be published
on Thursday, August 27.
Please continue to send

contributions during our
absence to 
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
or sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
Thank you to everyone for

your support during this
difficult year.
______________________

Toilets are
now open
LANGHOLM town hall and
the Kilngreen public toilets are
now open. They are open daily
from 9am to 4pm.
______________________

Two-car
accident
POLICE officers attended a
crash involving two vehicles in
Langholm High Street at 7pm
last Saturday. A 27 year old
woman has been charged with
road traffic offences and was
expected to appear at Dumfries
Sheriff Court on Monday.

A REPORT, which places
Langholm as the town in 
Dumfries and Galloway least
in need of regeneration, has
been labelled “misleading”.
The document, which went to

the full council last Thursday,
put Langholm at the bottom of
a league of 18 towns and villages
in the region.
Members were being given an

update on the Borderlands 
Inclusive Growth Deal, which
is being driven by the five cross-
border councils.
This update included the

progress of the Borderlands Place
programme, under which the 
index of towns was drawn up.
Langholm lies at the bottom

on 70 points below Annan on
110, Eastriggs on 128, Gretna
on 122, Lochmaben on 95,
Lockerbie on 121 and Moffat
on 93.
However, the council’s own

plan is committed to the regen-
eration of six priority areas, one
of which is Langholm.
This commitment is included

in the work done by council of-
ficers using the index agreed

with the Borderlands’ partners.
Members were told at the

meeting that because of the 
impact of COVID-19, the pro-
gramme would need to adapt to
the new circumstances these
places found themselves in.
The idea of the programme is

to enable communities to 
repurpose and reinvent towns
by delivering individual place
plans, which would be prepared
for selected priority towns.

Inclusive
These would create and sustain

vibrant towns and town centres
to ensure communities directly
benefited from inclusive growth
and made the most of their 
cultural and heritage assets.
Its priority is to deliver change

in towns to improve their 
resilience and practical, positive
outcomes.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh

has sought to reassure the town
that Langholm is and continues
to be one of the council’s priority
areas.
He said this had nothing to do

with the Borderlands Place
programme. It was based on

quantitative measures, not 
qualitative, and was “useless”.
He said: “It’s a Borderlands 

report, based on criteria developed
by Cumbria County Council.
“It’s seen as unworkable by

our council because of COVID-
19 and the Scottish Index of
Multiple Deprivation. Langholm
will not be forgotten about.
“This report will keep coming

back because we don’t know

yet the full effect of the virus
on our communities.”
Councillor Ronnie Tait said:

“As stated in my letter to the
newspaper last week, the situa-
tion will be closely monitored.”
Denis Male, Langholm 

Alliance chairman, told the E&L
Advertiser: “After reading the
report, which suggested
Langholm was the town least
in need of financial support in

Dumfries and Galloway and  all
other towns were more worthy
candidates for Borderlands fund-
ing, I was heartened to find out
this is not the case and Langholm
is still a top priority for the
council.

Penalised
“It would have been a tragedy

if the hard work undertaken by
our town’s  organisations was
not being recognised.
“I started to think that

Langholm had made such a
good job of rebuilding itself we
were now about to be penalised
for it, particularly when the 
alliance is close appointing its
first community enterprise man-
ager to start the hard work of
delivering, with partners, the
Langholm Community Plan.
“In my role I contacted our

ward councillors and was de-
lighted when Archie Dryburgh
assured me Langholm was 
definitely one of the six priority
areas for the council and the
misleading Borderlands report,
developed by Cumbria County
Council, was not supported by
our council.”
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Town is a high priority

Love a revamped lamp

Michele Lowe with one of her gin lamps, on show in Welcome to Langholm

Langholm’s regeneration remains a priority for the council

Langholm does not rank the lowest in an index based on need

always
MOVING YOU
www.bikeseven.co.uk

Sandilands - Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown,
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5LY - 01228 792497
Market Street - 1/2 Market Street, Carlisle,

Cumbria, CA3 8QJ - 01228 739926

BIKESEVEN  EVERY TIME ORIGINAL, ALWAYS GREAT VALUE

►

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets



A PERFORMING arts 
student from Langholm has
won a coveted scholarship for
a year’s free tuition.
Melissa Park made it a double
celebration when, on her 18th
birthday, she received the annual
Razzmataz scholarship award,
which is a huge achievement.
Mum Lisa said: “When it was
announced on the Razzamataz
Facebook page and she had 
read and finally taken it in, she
couldn’t stop shaking, bless her.”
After receiving her certificate,
Melissa said: “I’m delighted
and overwhelmed to have won
and received this fantastic 
opportunity.
“I’m very passionate about
performing arts and wish one
day to make this my career.
“I have to thank everyone for
all their encouragement and 
effort in helping me aspire to
become the performer I have
always wanted to be.”
Debbie Mitchell, principal of

Razzmataz Carlisle, added:
“Melissa has been rewarded
with a year’s free tuition at
Razzmataz Carlisle and was
praised by the judges for her
outstanding entry.
“Huge congratulations to
Melissa.
“We’re very proud of her and
can’t wait to see what her schol-
arship year has in store for her.”
Melissa was praised for her
performance of a lyrical dance
piece.

Stunning
The judges’ feedback said:
“The choreography was stun-
ning, the music choice appro-
priate and the performance well
executed.
“Your interpretation of the
lyrics was beautiful, and the
performance showed not only
your skills as a dancer and chore-
ographer but also as an actress.”
“It wasn’t just about raw talent.
The applicants had to show a

really strong dedication to the
performing arts,” said Debbie.
“We looked for those who
showed a maturity and a real
desire to learn and we were 
delighted to offer Melissa the
scholarship.”
Lisa added: “We’re very proud
and grateful that Melissa has
received this amazing award.
“We know how much 
Razzamataz and the performing
arts mean to her.”
Razzamataz Carlisle is offering
small, interactive online classes
and free activities to engage
children via social media during
the summer.
Plans are being made for its
COVID-secure reopening in
September, which includes meet-
ing all safety standards as set
out by its head office. 
To find out more contact
carlisle@razzamataz.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Dance scholar rewarded

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Melissa Park of Langholm wins a
free year’s scholarship at
Razzmataz Carlisle

Slanders and
Ruth Davidson
WHAT a difference a year makes.
In July 2019 Ruth Davidson resigns as
leader of the Scottish Conservative Party
after becoming a mother.
Boris Johnson becomes leader of the
English, aka UK Conservative Party.
Ms Davidson is adamant she will never
support him for a variety of reasons,
including her opposition to Brexit and his
personal cavalier and lazy language and
his casual racist and misogynist way of
speaking.
For example, from his own mouth
“BumBoys in Tank Tops” describing gay
people, “Bank robbers and Letterboxes”
to describe Muslim women, “piccaninies
with water melon smiles” to describe
black people, women as “wet otters”. You
can’t make it up; he does it himself.
Ms Davidson presumably took these
slanders into account as part of her
reasoning that she could never take office
under him or support Boris Johnson.
Fast forward to August 2020.
The very same Ruth Davidson is to be
“elevated” to the House of Lords by Boris
Johnson. She seemingly is now a fervent
supporter.
Well, £300 a day plus all the expenses
you can eat, with maybe a ministerial
position with cars and privileges will
compensate for her adjusting her
“principles”, whatever they may have
been and could change most minds.
I feel sorry for our MP. What on earth
has he done to not be included in this
“honours” list?
When Mr Ledbedov, the son of a
prominent Soviet Union KGB officer, is

“ennobled” into the UK legislature, we
are coming into beyond satire.
It seems that any money is good enough
to buy influence with our UK
“government”.
But, once a KGB man, always a KGB
man, as Mr Putin would declare. Break
the bond and you will be followed. See
the recent Salisbury case, Litvinenko and
others.
I wrote to the E&L Advertiser last year
to warn that the Cummings/Johnson cabal
would seek to destroy our parliamentary
democracy and independent civil service.
If you open your eyes, you will see the
signs.

Michael Clarke
Hillside Crescent

Langholm
____________________

Serious stuff
IT WAS good to hear from Jeanne
Taudevin, “Borders Railway matters”
(E&L Advertiser, July 30), about the
proposed railway line extension. Good
luck.
Of perhaps more urgent attention is the
behaviour of a few locals and visitors
ignoring some basic rules about virus
spread.
From mild symptoms to full-blown
effects this virus is serious stuff.
A friend, by trade a neurologist, said
some time ago that, in some cases, viruses
can affect the brain.
Frightening as it sounds, some sad cases
might have already inadvertently
contributed to the condition.
As doctors always say, prevention is
better than cure.

Name and Address Supplied.

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Semi-jubilee Cornet’s
grateful thanks
MAY I, through your columns, extend my sentiments
and humbleness at the kindness and support I received
during my tenure as Semi-Jubilee Cornet. 
On Friday Langholm rose again and, despite fears,
pulled off something as memorable as I have ever seen. I
was so lucky to play a major part in it. 
From every card and phone call to every gift I can’t
believe the kindness and generosity of you all.
To be carrying our town standard around Whita Hill on
Friday morning and watch the sun rise over the town,
which is our home, is most definitely the most special 
moment of my life and to all, who helped in any way to
make what we did possible, I owe you my everything.
I really can’t see anything else meaning as much to me
for the rest of my life and it’s not the fact I might have
done Langholm proud, it’s more that Langholm did me
proud.

Collectively, all of us owe a
tremendous debt of gratitude
to all our friends from 
neighbouring towns and 
villages for leaving us and
our customs to ourselves and
I hope and pray we can, once
more, see you among us next
year.

Many thanks again.

Semi-Jubilee Cornet Ellwood
(The Covid Cornet) 
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Centre announces an
August reopening

Brexit is a
threat to
Scotland
A THREAT to the Scottish
Government’s ability to pro-
tect industry and jobs from
the UK government’s Brexit
bill has been highlighted by a
South Scotland MSP.
Joan McAlpine raised the issue
during a ministerial statement
by Mike Russell, minister for
the constitution, Europe and
external affairs, in parliament.
She asked him what he thought
the implications of the UK 
government's internal market
white paper would be for the
Scottish government's ability
to protect strategic infrastructure,
jobs and industry.
He believed his government’s
powers to intervene with state
aid were under threat from the
Brexit power grab.
Ms McAlpine said: “Mr 
Russell said having an effective
state aid regime is essential and
has played a role in our 
government's industrial strategy
and developing and building
businesses.

Knowledge
“It was devolved because it
should be done by those with a
knowledge of the Scottish econ-
omy.
“We know from past experi-
ence that the UK government
can’t be trusted to run a subsidy
system for companies which
puts Scotland first.
“The crisis at Pinneys in 
Annan revealed the UK 
government had subsidised a
fish processing plant in Grimsby
which took jobs away from 
Annan.
“We also saw how a UK Tory
government allowed the Scottish
steel industry to be run down,
showing it either didn't know
or care about many aspects of
the Scottish economy.
“Examples of the Scottish
government intervening to save
infrastructure crucial to the
economy include rescuing 
Prestwick Airport and the 
Ferguson shipyards from 
collapse.
“I’m not confident that either
would have been safe in the
UK government's hands and I
don’t believe the Tories would
prioritise Scottish companies if
there were clashes of interests
across the border.
“Mr Russell also warned that
Dominic Cummings' plan could
be to stop any government in-
tervention and that's a concern.
“lt would leave the Scottish
government powerless to inter-
vene to protect vital strategic
industries and jobs.
“It’s clear that Scottish interests
aren’t being served by the gov-
ernment in Westminster so it’s
very worrying it’s also removing
Scotland’s ability to protect 
itself.”

Coffees and lunches are back on the menu - at a safe distance
THE Buccleuch Centre and
Castle View Catering are 
delighted to be reopening their
doors on Friday, August 14.
Iona Davidson, Michele Lowe,
Margaret Railton and Tracey
and Eric Goodfellow look for-
ward to welcoming everyone
and want them to know their
experience will be as safe as it
can be.
To begin with, the centre will
open only on Fridays, although
this will rise if there is demand.
The menu will be restricted but
the food will still be delicious. 
Social distancing is in place.
The centre has a wonderful,
light and airy atrium and, to
make the most of the space, the
main auditorium will be open.
This means tables will be at
least two metres apart and allow
for plenty of ventilation. The
maximum number allowed in
each party will be eight.
Customers will be met at the
door by hand sanitiser and either
Iona or Michele will show them
to their table and take the order.

Masks are to be worn while
moving around the centre, in-
cluding visits to the toilets and
when leaving. A one-way system
is in place.
Payment should be by card,
preferably contactless, and the
machine will be brought to the

table.
To see more about your likely
experience, visit The Buccleuch
Centre Coffee Shop Facebook
page for the virtual tour.
Take-away orders can be
placed by phone but please 
follow the signage while waiting

to collect items.
So, to make the most of Friday
14th, book a table now.
Ring the centre on 013873
81196, leave a name, contact
details, the number in the party
and preferred time.
Staff will call back to confirm

the reservation. Contact details
will be kept for 14 days to 
comply with Trace and Protect.
This is the first step to fully
reopening the centre’s doors. If
there is demand, watch out for
notices about the lunch and 
cinema afternoons and for the
Friday Family Cinema night.

Matinees
The centre is also considering
running Saturday morning mati-
nees for children.
Let staff know whether you
would be interested in these
events. Social distancing would
apply between groups.
Gavin Graham, centre 
chairman, said: “It has been a
difficult time for all but, as we
move to the new ‘normal’, we
hope people will visit and con-
tinue to support and enjoy ev-
erything the centre has to offer.
“Whether it be lunch or coffee
and cake, the centre will always
be a grand, safe place for a wee
blether and catch-up with friends
and family.”

IN BRIEF

A NATIONAL event
celebrating hen harriers is to
raise money for the Langholm
Moor community buy-out at
its annual gathering this 
Saturday.
Hen Harrier Day will be in
virtual form this year and is
hosted by naturalists and 
presenters Chris Packham and
Megan McCubbin.
Organisers say they are proud
to support Langholm’s ambitious
project which can help show
the way forward for land 
previously managed as a grouse
moor.
Kevin Cumming, the
Langholm Initiative’s project
manager for the buy-out, said:
“We are delighted and very
thankful that so many different
organisations and causes have
rallied around this important
project.
“Hen Harrier Day is the latest
in a growing list of nature-based
organisations which have now
donated to the fundraiser.”
Chris and Megan will be joined
by some familiar faces and many
new ones in an exciting 
programme, full of variety.
Highlights on the day include
a haunting new song lamenting
the loss of so many hen harriers

to illegal persecution, lots of
great new videos celebrating
hen harriers and other birds of
the uplands and information
about raptors, their persecution
and other problems of the 
uplands.
There will also be contributions
from some of the country’s 
leading young influencers, talk-
ing to well-known writers, 
politicians and others.
There will be songs, street art,
T-shirts, more creative work by
young children, cartoons, 
contributions on the wider ani-
mal welfare and environmental
issues associated with driven
grouse shooting and ideas for
how the uplands could be better
managed for nature and 
people.

Auction
Working with the Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust, the organisers
are running a great secret 
postcard auction.
A spokesperson said: “Hen
Harrier Days are about building
public awareness and engage-
ment. They celebrate one of the
UK’s most beautiful, charismatic
and rare birds.
“They are an occasion to raise
our voices against the main 
reason for that rarity: illegal

persecution. They are also a
symbol for wider problems in
our uplands.
“Hen Harrier Days are 
community days of action, an
opportunity for all of us to press
for an end to wildlife crime and
the wider abuse of our uplands.
“Tune in to the event to see
what's there. What we can't fit
into the event we'll put on the
website afterwards.”
The Langholm Initiative’s
community buy-out project must
raise £6.4m to buy 10,500 acres
of land from Buccleuch.
A lot of the land is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest and
Special Protection Area, this
designation reflecting the 
breeding harrier population.
It has received £1m from the
Scottish Land Fund but the rest
must be raised by the end of
October to retain this grant so a
crowdfunder has been set up on
Go Fund Me which is  at
www.langholminitiative.org.uk
So far, £250,000 has been
raised by the crowdfunder, in-
cluding a £100,000 donation
from the John Muir Trust
A few locals plan to go onto
the moor this Saturday to watch
these and other birds and raise
awareness about the project and
their fundraising campaign.

Angela Foster, Susan Parker, Kacey Parker, Stacy Wilson and Mag Wilson enjoy one of the centre’s afternoon teas

UK event raises funds for Langholm

Two young hen harriers fly over Langholm Moor this week
Photo: Alistair Moulstone

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd held the
weekly sale of 3,041 store lambs on
Tuesday, July 21 at Longtown. A
mixed show of lambs was forward
and strong forward types were very
easy to cash, while a bigger show of
long-keep lambs were slightly easier
than last week’s blistering rates,
achieving an overall sale average of
£73.05.
Topping the sale was a pen of Texel
x lambs consigned by JF Latimer,
Chapel House, realising £105. First
draw Mule wethers sold to a top of
£74.50, being consigned by Messrs
Reed, The Knarr. Many more, best
bred Beltex and Texel cross lambs
could be sold to vendors’ advantage,
along with stronger forward types
which are needed weekly at Long-
town.
Contact our auctioneers for further
enquiries: John Walton 07880
527066; Nick Woodmass 07584
200489; Neil McCleary 07771
685073.
A small show of breeding sheep sold
to a top of £144 for Suffolk cross
gimmers and £130 for Texel cross
one-crop ewes from Woodland View.

Top price Suffolk ewe lamb sold for
2600 gns from DP & RA Delves to I
& J Barbour, Solwaybank.
Top price Texel gimmer sold for
1300 gns from Harvie & Davies to
Philiphaugh Estates.

Top price Suffolk gimmer sold for
3000 gns from DP & RA Delves to
M Fear, Bristol.
The mart had forward 5,770 sheep
comprising 3,740 prime lambs and
2,030 cast ewes and rams at the
weekly sale at Longtown on Thurs-
day, July 30.
Another pleasing entry of cast cows,

mainly native bred, saw all classes
in demand and continuing to sell at
recent high rates, with more numbers
needed weekly. The sale topped at
£964 for Luing cows from W Wilson
& Co, Geltsdale, Castle Carrock
with British Blues to £917 from GW
Dinnin, Nether Albie, Waterbeck. 
Top per kilo of 134p for Beef Short-
horns from AN & HS Tomkins,
Hallsford, Hethersgill, who sold oth-
ers at 124p. Luings also to 134p
from Geltsdale. British Blues sold
at 133p and 129p from Nether Albie. 
A much larger entry of 3,740 prime
lambs, which was an increase of
1,500 head on the week. Heavy
lambs continue to be short of buyers’
requirements and sell at a premium.
The best quality Beltex lambs 40-
45kg regularly sold at 250-290p per
kilo. Many more required to satisfy
ringside demand.
The sale topped at 290p for Beltex
lambs shown by I McConnell, Craw-
fordhall, Dumfries with top price
per head of £130 for Texel lambs
from E & A Graham, Upper Mains,
Annan. Overall average 216.9p (SQQ
215.8p).

For further advice on marketing your
livestock contact our auctioneers.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex
290p Crawfordhall, 285p, 284p Wal-
lend, 265p Stonehouse, 262p Wallend,
261p Stonehouse. Texel 251p Burn-
foot & Riggshield, 248p Burnfoot,
245p, 241p Corneyside, 240p Kiln-
ford Croft & Netherton. Suffolk 236p
Kilnford Croft & Tinnishall, 235p
Wallend, 232p Nutholm, 231p
Crumhaughhill & Greenburn. Mule
234p High Stenries, 224p Mount
Farm, 220p Nutholm. Charollais
227p Sceugh Dyke, 223p Knowe &
Woodhall. Cheviot 225p Morebattle
Tofts, 224p Courstein, 222p More-
battle Tofts. Bleu du Maine 219p
Crawfordhall. Cheviot Mule 218p
Morebattle Tofts. Blackface 206p
Penpeugh, 199p Wanwood Hill, 197p
Penpeugh. Oxford 202p Guards.
Principal prices (per head): Texel
£130 Upper Mains, £126 Netherton,
£124 Sharplaw, £123 Oaklands, £121
Upper Mains. Beltex £129, £121
Crawthat, £116 Crawfordhall, £114
Stonehouse. Suffolk £124, £118 Kil-
nford Croft, £116 Nutholm, £112.50
Solmain. Mule £119 Nutholm, £117

High Stenries. Charollais £109
Sceugh Dyke, £105 Knowe. Cheviot
£98 Morebattle Tofts, £96.50
Courstein, £90 Meikle Richorn.
Blackface £95 Penpeugh. Gritstone
£94.50 Corrielea.
A smaller entry of 2,030 cast ewes
were short of numbers and all classes
were £5 to £8 dearer on the week. 
Texel ewes sold to a top of £145
from ML & LB Bell, Winterhope,
Waterbeck and hill ewes sold at £87
for Cheviot ewes from Playfair
Farms, Morebattle Tofts, Kelso. Rams
sold to £125 for Texels from EJC
Dean, Kirk House, Brampton.
All classes of ewes are in big demand
here and can be sold to vendors’ ad-
vantage.
Heavy ewes: Texel £145 Winterhope,
£136 Sharplaw & Unthank, £136,
£134 Grassmainston, £134 Sharplaw.
Suffolk £119, £118 Barr Hill, £112
Unthank. Bluefaced Leicester £108
Westend, £98 Tinnis, £92 Morebattle
Tofts. Berrichon £106 Glasson. Mule
£105 Mount Farm, £98, £96 High
Wood, £96 Kirkton of Crawford &
Hallmyre. Beltex £104 Corrielea.
North Country Cheviot £98 Marygate,

£96 Gospel Hall, £93 Marygate, £92
Auchlin. Cheviot Mule £95 Grange,
£94 Gospel Hall, £93 Drumreach,
£90 Courstein.
Light ewes: Cheviot £87 Morebattle
Tofts, £85 Drumreach, £81 Barr Hill
& Tushielaw. Blackface £79 Barr
Hill, £75 Drumreach, £73 Sourhope,
£71 Barr Hill, £70 Morven & Chir-
don. Swaledale £70 Mount Farm,
£65 Nunscleugh, £63 Dykeside, £62
Southdene.
Rams: Texel £125 Kirk House, £118
Marygate, £108 Barr Hill, £106 Flex.
Suffolk £116 Barr Hill, £104 Flex.
Charollais £114 Kirk House. Cheviot
£106 Catslackburn, £104 Drumreach,
£100, £96 Catslackburn. Blackface
£100 Cowden Burn, £92 Peel Farm.
Bluefaced Leicester £100 Crosslee.
North Country Cheviot £98 Gospel
Hall.
Averages. Lambs: light to 240.6p
(190.3p); standard to 285p (211.5p);
medium to 290p (217.4p); heavy to
251.1p (223.1p); overweight to
238.9p (218.4p). Ewes: light to £87
(£48.60); heavy to £145 (£82.26).
Rams £125 (£88.93).

Around the marts

Trade body will
protect farming

How to be a better
business manager
RURAL business owners or
managers looking to develop
their management skills 
and grow their companies are
invited to join the Rural 
Leadership Programme.
The Scottish Enterprise-led
programme, run by SAC 
Consulting, part of Scotland’s
Rural College (SRUC), has been
going for 14 years and has more
than 630 graduates.
This year, because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, the pro-
gramme is being offered in a
virtual format with a focus on
self-development.
It will run from October until
next March and involve more
than 40 hours of workshops,
team tasks, group discussions
and one-to-one coaching ses-
sions, made up of short one to
two-hour sessions.
SAC Consulting wants to 
recruit 40 applicants from
around Scotland who are 
ambitious for their businesses
and recognise the need to

change their business model,
learn new skills, embrace digital
technologies and a new way of
working as well as respond to
their customers’ needs.
Iain Riddell, business manager,
said: “We’re living in unprece-
dented times when the business
environment is affected, and
perhaps changed forever by the
twin uncertainties of COVID-
19 and Brexit.
“This year the virtual format
offers an added bonus for par-
ticipants because it will mean
less time away from their busi-
ness.”
The cost of the programme is
£400 plus VAT and applications
are invited until August 31.
Potential applicants can join
an information webinar on
Wednesday, August 12 at
1.30pm to find out more about
the programme.
To register your interest or
receive webinar joining instruc-
tions, contact Aileen Carr at
Aileen.Carr@sac.co.uk

THE Trade and Agriculture Commission,
which will ensure British food standards
are upheld in any new trade deals, has
been launched by Liz Truss, the UK’s
international trade secretary.
The commission was established to bring
together stakeholders from within the 
industry.
Members include Andrew McCornick,
NFU Scotland president, Nigel Gibbens,
former chief veterinary officer, and Ian
Wright of the Food and Drink Federation.
Their expertise will be used to advise on
trade opportunities, improve animal welfare
in farming around the world and advance
and protect British consumer interests.
Scotland already exports £6.2bn in food
and drink to the world and John Lamont,
Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk MP,
believes new trade deals will benefit Bor-
ders’ farmers even more.

He said: “The government has always
been clear that it will uphold our food
standards in new trade deals and the launch
of this commission shows its commitment

to that promise.
“It’s important we get our trading 
opportunities in place as the UK becomes
an independent trading nation after 
Brexit.
“The government is already working
hard on striking new trade deals with coun-
tries such as Australia, New Zealand and
Japan.
“Analysis by the international trade 
department shows Scotland could benefit
the most from a trade deal with Japan and
could boost UK trade annually by £15bn.
“A trade deal with Japan would increase
opportunities for our beef and pork farmers
and our cheese makers."
“This is about putting British farming at
the heart of our trade policy and ensuring
our agriculture industry is among the most
competitive and innovative in the world.”

John Lamont MP says new trade deals will 
benefit farmers in the Borders

Top price Suffolk ewe lamb, bought
by I & J Barbour, Solwaybank
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MARVELLOUS!
Langholm Common Riding 2020 surpasses expectations
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IT WAS dark when three horsemen were greeted by a small group of supporters at Tibbielugs last Friday.
At 5am Langholm’s burgh standard was handed to semi-jubilee Cornet Stevie Ellwood and Roger
Maxwell, chairman, urged him to: “Carry this flag aloft with dignity and return it to me when your duties
are complete. Gan oot and suy gif a oor mairches they be clear.”  Rae Elliot cried the first fair before
Stevie and his right and left-hand men Henry Jeffrey and Iain Little set off for the Castle Craigs where
Christopher Tait cried the fair. They made their way to the monument where they were met by a cheering
group of early risers. Straight down the hill to Whita Well and onto Tibbielugs where Rae cried the
second fair. Spade bearer Gordon Reid led the riders to the Kilngreen and then to the Castleholm where
he cut the final sod and the day’s proceedings ended.
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The Murrays, Stuart, Shonagh and their father Leslie continue the family tradition of making the Rose Crown
Photo Alan Weatherstone The front three at Whita Well with Jackie Fletcher, Jamie Fletcher, Roger Maxwell and Neil Fletcher

Raymond Baird may well have been a contender for growing the biggest    thistle
for this year’s Common Riding if there had been one. This one is seven feet tall

The front three on Whita, with Stevie accompanied by his nephew Neil Fletcher

The sun did, indeed, rise sae rosie in this beautiful shot by K Latimer Photography

Stevie, Henry and Iain join hands to sing Auld Lang Syne, along with their supporters, after the second fair crying and handing in of the flag
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Face
coverings

Avoid
crowded
places

Clean
your hands

regularly

Two metre
distance

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

For more information go to mygov.scot/shielding
#WeAreScotland

The advice for people shielding has changed. You should now follow the same advice as everyone else in Scotland.

Coming out of shielding? 
Here’s how to stay safe.

Up to 8 people from 2 other 
households indoors
Up to 15 people from 4 
other households outdoors

Stay safe by...

• Staying outdoors or opening windows if inside
•  Meeting people from no more than 4 other households a day 
• Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser often
•  Keeping hard surfaces clean and avoiding touching the same 

surfaces as others
• Bringing your own food, plates and cutlery if eating together
• Not eating from the same bowl as others

Seeing friends 
and family

Can go into shops, indoor 
markets and pharmacies
Take a face covering unless 
you are exempt

• Avoiding queues by choosing quieter times
• Reducing the number of trips with one big shop
•  Putting on your face covering before wiping down the handles of 
your trolley or basket

•  Using self-scan or self-checkout, so it’s just you touching the items
• Considering using contactless payment
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you 
can afterwards

Going
shopping

• Choosing quieter times or sitting in quiet areas
•  Staying outside if you can and sitting in an outdoor area
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
• Sitting facing away from people outwith your group
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser before eating
• Considering using contactless payment

Eating and 
drinking

• Avoiding queues by booking in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Avoiding going into 1 metre zones
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you do
• Choosing businesses with enhanced hygiene measures

Leisure
venues

Admit
One

• Trying to avoid touching your face
• Washing or disposing of your face covering after using
• Taking a bag with you to put used tissues into
• Taking a hand sanitiser and using it regularly
• Avoiding anyone with symptoms

• Booking tickets in advance if you can
• Choosing times that are more likely to be quiet
• Putting on your face covering before you get on
•  Avoiding touching hard surfaces and using a hand sanitiser if you 

touch rails or handles
• Sitting near an open window if you can
•  Washing your hands or using a hand sanitiser as soon as you get off

Public
transport

 
   

    
  
   

    
 

General
hygiene

Can go to restaurants, cafes, 
bars and pubs
May need to leave contact 
details for Test and Protect

Stay safe by...

Can use public transport
including taxis
Take a face covering 
unless you are exempt

Stay safe by...

Stay safe by...

Can visit museums, 
libraries, cinemas etc.
Can attend hairdressers
and barbers

Stay safe by...

Do not go outside if you 
have any of the coronavirus 
symptoms
Call 111 and book a test

Stay safe by...
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Lord of the Woods is
a home to hundreds

Funds for
hotels
HOTELS and self-catering 
businesses in Eskdale and 
Liddesdale will benefit from a
new round of Scottish govern-
ment funding.
The hotel recovery programme

and funding for self-catering
businesses was welcomed by
South of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE) and its partners.
The programme will open 

before the end of August and
consists of a national £14m 
government support fund and
bespoke packages of wrap-
around business support pro-
vided by the enterprise agencies
and their partners to secure jobs.
SOSE will administer the fund,

working closely with other en-
terprise agencies, VisitScotland,
Scottish Borders Council, 
Dumfries and Galloway Council
and Skills Development 
Scotland.
Another £1m is available for

self-catering businesses which
have not received any other
government COVID-19 support.
It will be delivered by Vis-
itScotland.
Professor Russel Griggs,

SOSE chairman, said: “We wel-
come this news. It will offer
not only financial support to
companies vital for tourism but
also offer integrated and tailored
support to help companies build
a sustainable future to protect
employment.
“SOSE is here for the long

term to do things with the south
and for the south and we’ve al-
ways said we’ll help the region
to flourish.
“This announcement will give

us even more opportunity to
work in partnership to support
the tourism sector.
“It also adds to our own in-

vestment in the South of Scot-
land Destination Alliance and
support for the Twinned with
Tourism campaign launched be-
tween ourselves, the alliance,
VisitScotland and the two 
councils.”

____________________

Care home
visiting
VISITING has resumed at care
homes in Dumfries and 
Galloway but with significant
restrictions because of the 
ongoing dangers from COVID-
19.
Lillian Cringles, chief social

work officer, said: “Only one
designated visitor will be 
permitted to visit a care home
resident at a time.
“The visit will be outdoors,

with appropriate physical 
distancing and any other 
arrangements put in place by
the care home.
“Only visits deemed essential

will be permitted indoors at this
time.”

By Carys Mainprize

IN THE woods near my home,
where I have been retreating
from virus-related news and
the public, there is a fantasti-
cally imposing oak tree near
split in two from a lightning
strike.
Its innards are charcoal and

yet half of it is still alive, shel-
tering the nearby ground under
its impressive canopy. 
One afternoon, kept indoors

by the rain, I ended up searching
through all my nature books.
I confess there are many I

rarely sit down to look at beyond
the usual flick through to identify
something but, without much
else to do, they finally grabbed
my attention. 
To my delight, I discovered

that it was usually oak trees
which are struck by lightning
on account of often being the
tallest tree in a particular area.
As such, in many cultures,

they are associated with the
gods of thunder.
In addition, the name druid

means ‘oak man’. It is not hard
to wonder why the pagan cul-
tures would name their spiritual
practitioners after such a char-

acter of a tree. There certainly
is a presence to them and their
gnarled bark. 
Of course, to most of us, 

the oak tree is well known more
for its acorns than godly asso-
ciations and, with those 
energy-rich nuts, squirrels.

But there are many more ani-
mals which are linked to the
oak tree, I have since learned.
In fact, there are some 500

plant-feeding insects which live
on or around it. Some of these
are unique to the oak, as are
some fungi. 
For this, they make great trees

for children to explore.
Often large and sturdy, too,

so those not inclined to search
among the decomposing leaf
litter tucked between exposed
roots can instead climb without
fear of breaking branches as
they go.
I hope, as the next generation

grows up, they can still easily

recognise the iconic lobed oak
leaves and encourage their
saplings to grow.
Beyond being an iconic British

tree, they have such a part to
play in the ecosystem and in
our history from our Royal Navy
to the broad ceiling beams of
many old, grand buildings. 
My own childhood memories

centre more on the playing than
the investigating.

Lichen
Old ropes are still tied to their

robust branches, now starting
to grow lichen, where my parents
hung a disused buoy as a
makeshift swing, or I had figured
out how to create a sort of pulley
rope to take myself up higher
than I could climb.
I think next time I return to

my childhood home I should
try to take a closer look at the
roots and ground, discovering
what spiders and beetles may
be burrowed among them or 
attempt to identify the many
lichen encrusting the bark.
Being in the far north, the

species the oak will support will
be far fewer than in this area
but it will be a good place to
start as any. 

An oak tree hosts some 500 plant-feeding insects in its boughs

Irving family toast friend Stevie
Great oak trees are home to so many plant-feeding insects

LANGHOLM’S 2020 semi-jubilee
Cornet Stevie Ellwood made the
most of his day last Friday.

After riding the boundaries with his
right and left-hand men Henry Jeffrey
and Iain Little at 5am, accompanied
by spade bearer Gordon Reid and
other supporters, Stevie spent the
afternoon socialising with friends.

Among them was the Irving family
who live in Albert Place.

In the photo are, back row, left to
right, Wayne Irving, Kevin Irving,
Linda Irving, Mairi Irving, Carol Irving,
Olivia Cottril, Stevie Ellwood, Darren
Irving and Sam Cottrill.

In the front are Rory Irving, Holly
Irving and Jack Irving.

Darren Irving, who was Cornet in
1999, celebrates his semi-jubilee
year in four years’ time, while Wayne
was Cornet in 2004.

Kevin is the crown bearer, a job
his father did before him and a duty
the family has carried out for half a
century.

They enjoyed refreshments and
had a good catch-up with Stevie
about Common Ridings past. Semi-jubilee Cornet Stevie Ellwood is welcomed to their party by the Irvings
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RENOWNED authors Val McDermid
and Sebastian Barry and comedian
Sara Pascoe headline the Baillie 
Gifford Borders Book Festival’s online
August programme of events.
Barry, a novelist and Irish Laureate for
fiction, has been a festival stalwart since
winning the Walter Scott prize at the
festival in 2012 and in 2017.
All the family can join in with the
morning shows at 11am, followed by
the adult events at 4pm and 7pm.
Sunday, August 9: 11am, hilarious 
adventures from Wigglesbottom Primary
with Pamela Butchart; 4pm, Dutch 
historian Rutger Bregman presents a
new view on human nature; 7pm, 
Sebastian Barry on his latest novel A
Thousand Moons.
Sunday, August 16: 11am, Eilidh 
Muldoon will show young viewers how
to draw a very sleepy owl in this launch
event for Snooze; 4pm environmental
campaigner Jonathon Porritt presents
a compelling blueprint for post-COVID-
19 recovery; 7pm former Bishop of 
Edinburgh and bestselling author Richard

Holloway helps to make sense of the
world with writer and broadcaster Sally
Magnusson.
Thursday, August 20: 8pm the 
riotously-funny comedian Sara Pascoe
will join the festival with an exclusive
midweek special event on modern mas-
culinity and sexual economics.

Julius Zebra
Sunday, August 23: 11am, fun facts
and drawing tips from master cartoonist
Gary Northfield, the creator of the hilar-
ious Julius Zebra books; 4pm, how to
change the world with young activist
and entrepreneur Jeremiah Emmanuel;
7pm, unrivalled queen of crime Val 
McDermid on her latest heart-pounding
thriller Still Life.
Sunday, August 30: 11am, much-loved
Sir Charlie Stinky Socks author, Kristina
Stephenson; 4pm, reflections on celebrity
culture and mental health with Camilla
Thurlow and her inspirational new memoir
Not The Type.
7pm Dr Amir Khan from Channel 5’s
Behind Closed Doors talks about his

new book The Doctor Will See You Now
and tells how he helped lead one of the
busiest GP surgeries in the country
through the coronavirus. pandemic.
All events from the July programme
are still available to view for free at
www.bordersbookfestival.org

Sunrise over the Common Moss on Friday 31st July 2020.  Photograph by David J McVittie
Camera: Olympus e-3

The E&L Gallery

Book Festival embraces digital era

Val McDermid
Photo K T Bruce

Sarah Pascoe



By Saul Deeson, 
Langholm member pioneer

for the Co-op
BE IT from personal expe-
rience or the people we’ve
helped over the past five
months, I believe we all
appreciate society’s need
to have simple and safe
access to food stores.
By face-shielding and

shielding at the checkouts,
one-way aisles and accessi-
ble information, a gift card
scheme and an incredible ef-
fort by staff in the business,
the Co-op has done a won-
derful job adapting to the cir-
cumstances pressed upon it.
Amid distancing and travel

restrictions we launched a
home delivery service to
meet community needs.
During that first week in

mid-March we had more than
100 orders, delivering, with
the help of volunteers, to
Langholm residents and
many of the small villages in
the surrounding area.
The store’s staff devoted

time from their regular duties,
plus the additional workload
associated with societal
change, to receive orders by
phone and pick items.
This continued for another

nine weeks and was lauded
by the community.
Understandably, store staff

could engage in this extra
work for only so long and as
society began edging towards
normality, it was natural to
end the scheme when it be-
came safe to do so.
For the most vulnerable in

our communities, those for
whom nothing short of a her-
metically-sealed environment
would do, the service was
still in demand.
Almost as soon as we 

announced the scheme’s
end, a volunteer got in touch,
explaining the conundrum,
and asked whether we could
continue the deliveries on a
smaller scale for those who
desperately needed them.
Having seen the pandemic’s

effect on my community and
the nation, I didn’t need to
think twice about agreeing
to help.
With the staff’s hard work

in mind, I volunteered to pick,
scan and bag the items, while
volunteers from the 
community, a group which
assembled in response to
the pandemic, received the
orders and delivered them.

Process
Over the past seven weeks

we have delivered 19 orders
of essential shopping, yet it
hasn’t been without its hur-
dles, all of which I’ve learnt
from to improve the process
and myself.
As a frequenter of online

food shopping, it took me
some time to learn where
every item was located.
This meant my first week

of shopping took much longer
than it does six weeks on.
Now, not only do I head

out with my shopping list
printed so it’s easy to check
off items, I also organise it
(produce by aisles) to stream-

line the process.
With some orders contain-

ing alcohol, which can’t be
sold before 10am in Scotland,
I’ve learned to complete
those last to save the till from
spitting out errors.
Similarly, I’ve come to un-

derstand the brands each
customer favours; it’s not al-
ways specified. When I’m
finished picking each order’s
items, I call the customer to
relay the price and this gives
me an opportunity to speak
with them.

On one of these calls a
woman requested we pick
her bread the next day - the
deliveries take place a day
after picking - to ensure it
was as fresh as possible.
Working with my col-

leagues, I arranged this and
the next week the delighted
customer told me of her
bread’s crustiness. 
Along the way, and with

much help from several col-
leagues, I’ve learned how to
use the tills and feel I’ve
forged stronger relationships
with my fellow Co-op 
members.
I’ve gained a greater 

appreciation for the in-store
operation and have a lot of
respect for those who gave
their time to the process 
before me.
In writing this piece, I had

the chance to co-operate with
a friend keen on 
photography.

Confidence
On a personal level I found

that meaningful and from a
development standpoint, I’ve
gained confidence from this
endeavour, pleased I had the
opportunity to help.
While the deliveries were

still ongoing, I asked two 
recipients for their thoughts.
Carol B: “We’re very grateful

for the Co-op’s delivery ser-

vice and the volunteers’ help.
“We live eight miles from

Langholm and have food 
delivered because we’re
shielding.
“We couldn’t get free slots

with the other supermarkets
and, if it had not been for
the Co-op and the volunteers,
we would have been in a
very difficult position. We
can’t thank them enough."
Malc S: "Because of un-

derlying health issues, we
suddenly found we had to
isolate.
“The Co-op was a lifesaver

in this difficult time with no
worries about getting food.
Orders could be emailed or
phoned through and 
delivered within 24 hours to
our doorstep for free by a
very helpful volunteer.
“The store is in a rural area

and we live about seven
miles away. When speaking
to friends, they couldn't 
believe the good service we
were getting.
“We’re unaware of any o

ther supermarket offering this
efficient, personal and free
service. Well done Co-op
and volunteers."
I hope my story and the

story of Langholm Co-op’s
delivery service gives you
inspiration. The stellar work
of Co-op colleagues 
continues.
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Simple and safe access

Saul Deeson and Ryan Millign of the Co-op in Langholm are part of the delivery team

Saul gets his head round the ordering process

Co-op has done a great job in adapting to the challenges

Canonbie
surgery
A CONFIDENTIAL online con-
sultation service giving patients
another way to access support
is being launched at Canonbie
medical practice next 
Wednesday, August 12.

e-Consult will enable patients
to seek help and support from
their own home at a time 
convenient to them.

Practice managers, Peter and
Janet Sabuldihin, said: “Regis-
tered patients can access this
service from our surgery website
and asked to complete some
details about the problem they
have and sort of help they think
they might need.

“As the lockdown eases, phys-
ical distancing measures are
vital to prevent a second wave
of the virus.

“With more people requesting
help with their health care needs,
this is an essential, convenient
and time-efficient way to interact
with the practice.

“This will be used alongside
the current phone and video
consultations already in place
which have worked well in
many cases.”

The new service will give gen-
eral advice about common med-
ical conditions as well as coro-
navirus.

On e-Consult, a registered pa-
tient can request sick lines, med-
ical reports and other adminis-
trative work required.

Patients can describe their
health concern without time
pressures, indicating what they
are concerned about.

Photos of rashes taken using
a phone, iPad, etc can be added
easily, aiding the clinician with
their assessment.

Practice staff will respond to
each online request by the end
of the next working day and
arrange for the most appropriate
support to be provided.

Although options such as face-
to-face appointments may be
restricted because of the virus,
e-Consult is intended as another
means of contact rather than a
replacement. 

The practice is aware that dur-
ing lockdown people have used
the internet and email more to
communicate with the surgery
and this has worked really well.

The new system has been de-
signed to help reintroduce some
more routine medical care elec-
tronically as we come out of
lockdown gradually and keep
waiting times for appointments
to a minimum. 

Peter and Janet added: “We
hope this enhances the ‘new
normal’ service we are providing
to our patients.

“The team are aware that not
everyone will have access to
the technology needed to access
e-Consult but if those, who can
do so, this will improve the
overall efficiency of the phone
service.” 

The practice will write to all
registered patients with more
information.
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHiMNEY swEEPPLUMbiNG & HEATiNG

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High street, Langholm dG13 0JH

013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

E&L CLASSIFIED

MObiLE vAN TiMEs

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

sCrAP METAL

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMMUNiTY COUNCiL

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

EVERY THURSDAY
12.15pm - 12.55pm

PUbLiC NOTiCEs

vETEriNArY sErviCEs

rbs sErviCE

CUrrENTLY CANCELLEd

E&L AdvErTisEr wEb siTE

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE
ADVERTISER 
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint
about anything in the Eskdale &
Liddesdale Advertiser you can
come into the office and speak to
the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your
complaint has been handled you
may write to the Company
Secretary at:

Muckle Toon Media CIC,
Ashleybank House, Langholm

DG13 0AN.

Welcome to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
the new website for the E & L Advertiser

At a time when we are continually being
reminded to stay at home, we have decided
now is the time to launch our new website
and hope that it helps everyone in Eskdale
and Liddesdale to keep in touch with what
is happening locally. In these troubled
times, self-isolating at home is a challenging
experience and the more rural our home,
the more difficult it can be to get to our
local shops and buy our everyday needs,
including our weekly copy of the E&L.

We had planned an all singing, all dancing website with subscriptions,  interactions and a
full digital version of the E&L but that will come later once the coronavirus, COVID-19,
has been consigned to the history books....

Aye, the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley !

In the meantime, we hope that you will get some enjoyment from this abbreviated
version which will become available  early next week where you can access articles
from each week’s E&L as well as recent editions of the digital version of the E&L. 

Hopefully, this will enable you to keep up with what is happening in Eskdale and
Liddesdale and we can all look forward to the launch of the completed version of
www.eladvertiser.co.uk  later in the year.

And once you’ve tried it, let us know what you think of it –
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk 

“Owned by the Community............Published for the Community”

FOOT HEALTH

To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012

Come and pop in to our Longtown Surgery
We also run a Pet Health Clinic 

every Thursday 4-5 pm in 
Newcastleton Village Hall 

For an appointment for either of the above
call 01228 791245 

Email: info@capontreevets.co.uk
Website: www.capontreevets.co.uk

Borders Business Park
Longtown 
CA6 5TD

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-
line by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.
dumgal.gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made by email to 
PlanningRepresentations@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as 
noted above, by 20/08/2020 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/1131/FUL (A) Land At Crossdykes Windfarm Site, Near 
Langholm - Erection of 110 metre high meteorological mast

Canonbie & District
Community Council
The next community council

meeting is on 
Thursday 13th August 2020 

at 7.00pm via Skype 
Members of the public wishing
to join the meeting should
email:-
carolamidwood@gmail.com
before 12 noon on the 11th
when arrangements can be
made to enable them to join
the meeting.
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Sports News
Thursday August 6, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
WEDNESDAY 16th sePTEMBER

SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Cricket
LANGHOLM secured their first win
of the season with a six-wicket win
over Carleton.
Three wickets apiece from Tony Steele

and Ryan Johnstone set up the win,
aided in the run chase by a quickfire
40 from Nicky P.
On winning the toss, the Langholm

skipper Graham Park had no hesitation
in bowling on the damp surface.
He and Stevie Johnstone kept this

tight early on because the home bats-
men struggled on the surface. If any-
thing, the ball was moving too much.
The first wicket to fall was Gregg for

10, stumped off Johnstone by Stuart
Duggan with the score on 13.
A change of bowling saw Tony Steele

return to the fray and it was in his sec-
ond over that Langholm secured a dou-
ble breakthrough.
Firstly, Litherland was run out by Bug

Nick for 8, then a few balls later Tony
clean-bowled Rice for 0 to leave Car-
leton 29 for 3 in the 13th over.
The Carleton skipper Alex Smith,

along with Powell, dug in and took the
score to 64 before Steele clean-bowled
Powell for 22 in the 25th over.
Carleton suffered a mini-collapse as

they lost three wickets for 1 run.
Steele bowled Field for 4, Ryan John-

stone claimed two wickets in an over,
Malik gave Tom Henderson a catch
and Sisson repeated the feat to Graham

Park who held on at the third attempt.
This left Carleton 72 for 7 in the 28th

over.
Smith was now supported by Ray

Cuneen and they took the score to 92
before Park had Smith LBW for 32.
Ryan Johnstone clean-bowled Cuneen
for 6.
The last man to go was Campbell

who was bowled by Park for 1, leaving
Carleton all out for 93.
In the bowling Steele had 3 for 28,

Ryan Johnstone 3 for 29, Park 2 for 13
and Stevie Johnstone 1 for 19.
This was a good, all-round perfor-

mance in the field by Langholm although
they did drop a couple of catches so
there is room for improvement.

Cautious
Langholm’s opening pair began cau-

tiously, adding 22 in six overs before
Park was trapped LBW to Smith for 6.
This brought in Nicky P to join Stuart

Duggan. After a slow start, runs began
to flow as Big Nick found his groove.
The pair added 48 in 10 overs, with

Nicky hitting 40 before he was caught
in the deep off Litherland.
The run rate slowed a bit as Tony

Steele found his feet but he and Duggan
added 12 before Stuart was LBW to
Campbell for a valuable 19.
John Bell lasted one ball; he was

clean-bowled by Campbell to leave
Langholm 82 for 4.
Stevie Johnstone survived the hat-

trick ball and he and Steele overhauled

the target in the 32nd over. Steele fin-
ished on 20 and Johnstone 1.
This was a solid performance with

the bat, especially by Big Nick and
some sensible batting from Tony and
Stuart.
Always good to get your first win of

the season. Special mention to the five
under 18s.
This weekend’s home game against

Carlisle 3rds is a bit up in the air be-
cause the Scottish government has
not given Scottish Cricket the green
light for club fixtures.
It just seems a bit strange that you

can have 22 players, who could come
from anywhere, especially in the Edin-
burgh and Glasgow areas, from one
club playing a practice game but not a
game between two clubs.
No worries; we can always play that

non-contact game of basketball.

Finalists, Lawson Reid, Paul Warwick, Franny Graham and Steven Barker

Closely-fought
bowls final

Hounds
POLARIS, last year’s runner-
up in the puppy championship,
won his first senior trail at
Newcastleton last Wednesday,
to the delight of his owners
George McGimpsey and
Gillian Telford.

Delta Script and Delta Scope
led at the top of the hill but
Delta Script seemed to lose her
way in the dip and when they
came back into view, Polaris
had surged to the front.

The puppy trail was won by
Abbie Montgomery’s Diggle
Boy but he had to pull out the
stops to stay ahead of the fast-
finishing Border Brow.

There were eleven entries in

the All In and Anna and Kerry
Lindsay’s Chancer stayed on
strongly down the hill to beat
Fire Bolt and Lucky Charm.

Saturday’s trails were at Steel
Rigg, a testing trail for the
hounds because of the many
ramblers on Hadrian’s Wall.

In the seniors Class Mo Salah
led with Polaris in hot pursuit
as they came across the fell in
front of the spectators.

Delta Script was about 100
yards behind in third and the
rest of the field a distance behind
them.

When they came back into
view in the distance, Delta Script
was just in front of Class Mo
Salah and Polaris and they had
been joined by Splendid    Mickey.

These four were well clear
and Delta Script stuck to her
task and led them home.

The senior graded had seven
entries. As they passed the trail
field, Castle Clansman and Delta
Script were fighting it out for
the lead, with Fire Belle and
Bobby Moon in third and fourth.

Pursuit
As they came back into view,

Castle Clansman was in front
of Delta Scope, with Tommy
Moon in pursuit about 10 yards
back.

Clansman led over the last
wall but was soon overtaken by
Delta Scope who was also feel-
ing the pace of the long trail.

Tommy Moon surged past the
two of them to win nicely for

the Hill kennel at Burgh.
There were only two entries

for the pups and they did not
make it round.

The other pups had elected to
run in the open maidens for the
experience.

The final race had a good entry
of 15. Pirate Jake and Red Hot
Bob led them out at pace.

When they appeared in the
distance, two hounds ran wide
into the wrong field which left
Fire Lass and Frankle in front.

As they progressed towards
the finish, it was hard to choose
a winner but Overwater Stanley,
owned by George Burgen and
Carol Tunstall, finished the best
to take the win by a head from
Fire Lass and Frankle. 

Steel Rigg, Saturday, August 1
Seniors: Delta Script, Splendid Mick-
ey, Polaris, Class Mo Salah, Fire
Gun. 5 ran. 27.52.
Senior graded: Tommy Moon, Delta
Scope, Castle Clansman, Fire Bolt,
Fire Belle, Bobby Moon. 7 ran.
27.54.
Pups: 2 ran, 0 finished.
Open maidens: Overwater Stanley,
Fire Lass, Frankel, Red Hot Bob,
Chancer, Pirate Jake. 15 ran. 14.13.
Newcastleton, Wed, July 29
Seniors: Polaris, Delta Scope, Fire
Gun, Splendid Mickey, Class Mo
Salah, Delta Script. 14 ran. 21.02.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Border Brow,
Border Brae, Matilda, Just William,
Time Will Tell. 8 ran. 15.47.
All In: Chancer, Fire Bolt, Lucky
Charm. 11 ran. 14.01.

Bowling
Langholm New Town Bowling
Club held the annual pairs
tournament on Castle Craigs
Day.

The competition was played
in a members only format 
because of the current circum-
stances.

Players were drawn out at
random and paired with a 
partner. No one from elsewhere
was allowed to enter.

The Henry Graham cup was
played for instead of the Castle
Craigs cup.

Thirty members played in
good weather and good green
conditions. 

The winners were Paul 
Warwick and Lawson Reid who
beat Steven Barker and Franny 

Graham in a close final.
Lawson dedicated his win to

his dad, Jake, who sadly passed
away the previous week.

Thanks go to the committee
for organising the competition
and for raising money for club
funds on the day.

The next club pairs’ compe-
tition will take place this 
Saturday. Members must enter
on the sheet in the club and
this competition will be drawn
today.

Members are reminded that
club singles competitions are
to be played by next Monday.

Members are now permitted
to use the locker room and
leave bowls on the premises
and use the clubhouse toilets.

However, members must fol-
low strict hygiene procedures.

Steele and Johnstone
set up six-wicket win

E&L
SPORT

Polaris surges to his first senior win


