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Langholm Moor
Crowdfunding
Appeal
THE total raised is climbing and if you would like
to add a donation, go to
www.gofundme.com/f/lan
gholm-moor-buyout
The Langholm Initiative
must raise £3.4m of the
6.4m needed to buy
10,500 acres to create the
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve.

- £3.4m goal

AMOUNT PLEDGED
TO DATE

£148,728

Giant windfarm plan
faces more opposition
Established May 1848
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Energy company steps up bid to secure government consent

A WINDFARM developer
with plans to build 45 huge
turbines in the Ewes valley
has taken another step in its
application for consent from
the Scottish government.
Community Windpower Ltd,
based in Edinburgh, is seeking
consent to build and operate the
controversial Faw Side.
Forty of the turbines will be
200m high and five will be
179.5m high and will run from
Ewes to Teviothead and across
to Bentpath.
There has been a huge amount
of opposition in Ewes and a
community action group was
set up to contest the application.
There has also been some support.
Last year Scottish Borders
Council objected because of the
impact on the landscape,
archaeology and ecology.
It also wanted assurances over
the protection of defence interests through the Eskdalemuir
seismological
monitoring
station.
Dumfries and Galloway
Council has requested an extension until June 30.
The access to the site would
be from the A7, managed by
Transport Scotland.
In January the agency said the
drawings for the junction were
insufficiently detailed to allow
full consideration to be given
to the access construction.
It could not, therefore, make
a final comment on the overall
application.
It wanted the developer to

The site of the Faw Side windfarm near Ewes which has been proposed by Community Windpower Ltd

move the gatehouse further back
from the junction to prevent vehicles queuing back onto the
trunk road.
It also remained to be satisfied
that the rest of the abnormal
loads delivery route was feasible.
It was concerned about the
route through Hawick and the
potential difficulty in transporting a 75m blade through known
pinch-points.
The agency said: “There is no
certainty that we will be able to
agree to the transportation of
the proposed blade length of
75m.”
In January the Scottish

Environment Protection Agency
sought more information about
private water supplies, ecology,
micro-siting, peat, watercourse
crossings, borrow pits, forestry
waste and pollution prevention
and environmental management.

Characterise

It said: “This is needed to fully
characterise the likely environmental effects associated with
developing the windfarm.
“We maintain our objection
to the application on grounds
of lack of information and will
review this if the issues are
adequately addressed.”
It said it had no objection to

the work on flood risk grounds
and would support a planning
condition that the company employ an ecological clerk of
works.
The Faw Side community
group says the windfarm is
“completely inappropriate”.
It will industrialise a beautiful
and valuable rural environment
and there are plans to turn the
area into a destination for
tourism, including eco-tourism.
These crucial plans will be devastated.
Langholm,
Ewes
and
Westerkirk community council
has objected on the grounds of
safety, water supplies and flood-

ing, noise, tourism and economic
regeneration, the MoD seismological monitoring station and
nature and biodiversity.
It said: “These objections are
based on concerns which have
been raised by the residents, organisations and businesses we
represent.
“Through the scoping stage
and public events this developer
has been unable to satisfy us
that these areas for objection
will not negatively affect our
area, landscape, residents, safety
and our fragile economy.”
>Turn to Page 2

THE ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER • Owned by the Community, Published for the Community

Deaths

Church Notices

COPELAND

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES

Peacefully on Friday 22nd May 2020, at home,.
Agnes, dearly loved wife of the late Robert (Bob),
mother of Fiona, Iain and Gillian, also a much
loved mother-in law to Pamela, Alan and Jim,
grandma to Claire, Sarah, Gordon and Hannah
and great grandma to Emily, Sadie and Molly.

Home from home
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Canadian couple’s unexpected vacation
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Sybil Laidlaw (nee Hardie). Formerly of Caroline
Street, Langholm, passed away peacefully on 28
May aged 96 years at her daughter’s home near
Arnside, Cumbria. She will be sadly missed but
leaves many happy memories. Ever loving Mum
to Bob Sim and Anne Hodgson, and a devoted
grandmother and great-grandmother.
Service to be held at Beetham Hall Crematorium
on Tuesday June 9th. Family flowers only. Any
donations in her memory will be gratefully received
in aid of St John’s Hospice, Lancaster via the
‘Just Giving’ page. Due to the current situation it
will be possible to view the service on-line for 28
days.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941
The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by the following
organisations along with
charitable trusts and individuals
from the community of Langholm.

Supported by the
Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit Group
which is funded by ScottishPower Renewables
Ewe Hill Windfarm

Leader
D&G

The Scottish
Government

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The European
Agricultural Fund
for Rural Developmenrt

All welcome

Charity no. SCO00717

Maureen and David Sandilands, who farm in Manitoba, Canada, have been prevented from flying home because of the lockdown

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the treasurer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers below and he will supply
necessary details.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
All Services
CANCELLED
Charity
no. SCO11946
until further
notice

A CANADIAN couple, who came
to Eskdale for a winter break,
are still here, trapped by the coronavirus lockdown.
David and Maureen Sandilands
bought a house near the town last
year after spending a number of
winters in rented accommodation.
David, 73, was brought up on the
family farm in Evertown and
Maureen, 64, grew up in Langholm.
Wilma Dickson of Ewes and Jean
Bell, who lives in Waterbeck, are
her sisters.
In 1991 David and Maureen were
farming in Wamphray when the
motorway was built. It went right
through the middle of their farm
which was rented from Annandale
Estates.
David’s brother and his wife had
emigrated to Manitoba in 1983 so
the couple went out there and, after
looking at several properties, bought

a farm near Swan River.
Maureen said: “The place we
moved to was very green. We have
a small dairy herd and some beef
cows. We grow grain, most of which
is fed to the cows, but we also grow
canola to sell and use it to rotate
the crops.
“We have two sons. David and
his wife have their own farm, while
Scot farms with us.
“We come back every year to escape
the Canadian winter but it’s also
quieter on the farm in the winter
when the cattle are indoors and our
son can look after them more easily.
“Last year we rented a cottage in
Bentpath but when we discovered
it was unavailable to rent this year,
we thought we would like to buy
our own place and this house came
up.
“We came over to have a look
last summer and thought it would

be a good idea.”
Maureen and David arrived in
Bentpath in January and were due
to fly home from Glasgow to
Winnipeg, via Halifax, on April 30.
Maureen said: “We pretty much
knew in March before lockdown
that things were going to get bad.
“We could maybe have got a quick
flight home but that would have
been quite hard to do and we had
somewhere to stay.
“The first date the airlines are
talking about resuming flights is
July, at least into Canada.”
Normally, the couple visit other
parts of Scotland while they’re here
and spend time with family but that
hasn’t happened this time.
They have taken advantage of the
lovely spring weather and been busy
gardening.
Maureen goes into Langholm once
a week to do some shopping.

Deadline for comments is July 6

> From Page 1

Community Windpower is required to go straight to the Scottish
government for consent rather
than Dumfries and Galloway and
Scottish Borders councils because
it will generate more than 50MW.
It will generate 315MW.
The company has submitted its
environmental impact assessment,
along with additional information
which includes ornithology, bats,
cultural heritage, matters relating
to peat management and peat slide
risk, aviation and night-time lighting, landscape and visual updates,
an outline construction environmental management plan and outline habitat management plan.
It was asked to provide additional

information by the government’s
Energy Consents Unit (ECU) after
the formal consultation with statutory and non-statutory consultees.
This has now been formally submitted.
It also includes minor modifications made to the access tracks
onsite.

Deadline

The deadline for comments is
Monday, July 6 and all the details
are on page 11 in today’s edition
of the E&L Advertiser.
Gillian Cropper, projects director,
said: “We’ve spent 12 months
diligently consulting the relevant
consultees and over the last few
months have prepared the additional information to ensure it ful-

fils all aspects of the request from
the ECU.
“This has been formally submitted and we hope the windfarm
is now one step closer to a positive
decision, helping deliver the government’s net zero target by 2045.
“The windfarm will provide
clean, green energy to power
343,000 homes annually and offset
more than 558,000 tonnes of CO2
every year.
“It will financially benefit communities through a community
benefit fund of £14m over its lifetime, which equates to £350,000
a year.
“Each community council would
need its own trust fund to manage
and administer the funding for its
area.

“The windfarm will contribute
£157m to the two councils through
business rates during its operational
lifetime.

Buy Scottish

“We have a buy Scottish policy
so we’ll use Scottish firms, wherever possible, during the construction and its working life.
“We’ll give all relevant community councils copies of the submitted documents and attend their
meetings once the current restrictions are lifted.”
All the information and reports
are on its website
www.fawsidewindfarm.scot and
at www.energyconsents.scot), reference ECU00001833.

19 days without rain
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Conversion
delayed

PROGRESS on converting the
former Langholm police
station into flats has been
delayed.
Work on the design has had
to be postponed because of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Ronnie Tait, a member of the
Eskdale Foundation, which is
undertaking the project, said:
“A preferred developer has
been identified.
“There were some minor
design issues but they could
not be resolved because our
architect’s quantity surveyor
has been furloughed.
“Until there is some clarity
relating to the construction
industry by the Scottish
Government, the situation
remains the same.”
____________________

Queen’s
award

SPORTS Driving Unlimited in
Boreland is being given the
Queen’s award for voluntary
service.
It was the first UK charity to
enable those with a disability
or terminal illness to enjoy the
therapeutic benefits and excitement of carriage driving.
Each year hundreds of people
take part and the experience
can be life-changing.

Less than an inch of rain fell in Eskdalemuir during dry April

NO RAIN fell at Eskdalemuir
for 19 days in the middle of
April, according to data published by the Met Office.
Only 20.6mm were recorded
in April, with the wettest day
being on the 5th when 8mm
fell.
The Observatory recorded 192
hours of sunshine and the highest temperature was 19.4 degrees
Centigrade on the 10th.
The fine, dry weather continued in May when there were
200.2 hours of sunshine and
the highest temperature was
24.1 degrees Centigrade.
There was more rain in May,
with 61.2mm and the highest
daily rainfall was on the 21st
when 11.8mm fell.
Scottish Water has confirmed
that the Black Esk reservoir is
71 per cent full but that is lower
than the Scottish average of 83
per cent.
A spokeswoman said: “We
monitor reservoir levels all year
round and there is nothing to
worry about at the moment.
“We ask customers to be aware
of how much water they’re
using and there are lots of tips
on our website about saving

water.” Go to www.scottish
water.co.uk for more information.
A farmer in Westerkirk, whose
home is fed by a private supply
from a spring, has run out of
water.
Ken Porter said: “The spring
dried up a few days ago and
we’re getting water from the
farmstead. We’re managing at
the moment.

Unusual

“I’ve found another spring in
the woods and will maybe be
able to tap into that. It’s very
unusual for the spring to dry
up.”
He added: “Lambing went
really well and the livestock
are loving the dry weather and
are thriving.
“We’ve had some overnight
rain so nothing is burning up
but we do need water.”
It has been the sunniest spring
on record for the whole of the
UK since records began in 1929
and the driest May on record in
England.
Spring 2020 also exceeds the
sunshine amount for most summer seasons, with only three
summers being sunnier: 1976,

New emergency drivers

It was exceptionally dry and sunny in Eskdale in April and May as these
two visitors discovered on their walk to Bessie’s Hill Fort which is on the
valley’s prehistoric trail

1995 and 1989.
It has been the eighth warmest
spring on record and the fifth
driest spring for the UK overall
but some counties in north-east
England and eastern Scotland
have recorded their driest spring
in a rainfall series from 1862.
Warm weather at the end of
May offset cooler conditions

earlier in the month so the month
was warmer than average but
not exceptionally so.

Remarkable

Dr Mark McCarthy is the head
of the Met Office’s National
Climate Information Centre.
He said: “The most remarkable
aspect is just how much some

Welcome to

of the May and spring records
for these climate statistics have
been exceeded.
“Exceeding the UK sunshine
record is one thing but doing it
by more than 70 hours is truly
exceptional.
“The sunshine figures for
spring would even be extremely
unusual for summer and only
three summers would beat spring
2020 for sunshine hours.
“The principal reason for the
dry and sunny weather is the
extended period of high pressure
which has been centred over or
close to the UK.
“This has suppressed the
development of clouds and rainfall, while allowing plenty of
sunshine to reach the surface.
“There has been a band of
similar weather extending over
central parts of Europe, whereas
Iberia and parts of Scandinavia
have experienced wetter conditions.”
Rain was forecast over
Wednesday night but it’s
expected to be dry today.
Temperatures will be much
lower at eight to 12 degrees
Centigrade.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
the new website for the E & L Advertiser

At a time when we are continually being
reminded to stay at home, we have decided
now is the time to launch our new website
and hope that it helps everyone in Eskdale
and Liddesdale to keep in touch with what
is happening locally. In these troubled
times, self-isolating at home is a challenging
experience and the more rural our home,
the more difficult it can be to get to our
local shops and buy our everyday needs,
including our weekly copy of the E&L.

TWO Langholm firefighters have passed their
emergency response
driving course which
enables them to drive
the fire engine when the
crew is called out.
Jamie Fletcher and Gary
Paisley, both retained at
the Langholm station,
attended the five-week
course in Dumfries.
This was followed by a
test in Glasgow on the
fifth day.
Jamie said: “We needed
to complete 200 hours of
normal driving before we
could take the blue light
course.
“Gary completed his in
October last year and I
passed mine in April.
“This enables us to have
a Category C, Class 2 on
our driving licence.”

We had planned an all singing, all dancing website with subscriptions, interactions and a
full digital version of the E&L but that will come later once the coronavirus, COVID-19,
has been consigned to the history books....
Aye, the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley !

In the meantime, we hope that you will get some enjoyment from this abbreviated
version which will become available early next week where you can access articles
from each week’s E&L as well as recent editions of the digital version of the E&L.

Gary Paisley (top) and Jamie Fletcher are now emergency response drivers

Hopefully, this will enable you to keep up with what is happening in Eskdale and
Liddesdale and we can all look forward to the launch of the completed version of
www.eladvertiser.co.uk later in the year.
And once you’ve tried it, let us know what you think of it –
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

Highs of home schooling
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

PUPILS, teachers and parents
have spent a couple of months
getting used to home schooling.
By using technology, it has
been easier for the children to
do their lessons with the help
of their parents and guidance
remotely from their teachers.
A lot of good work has been
produced and Lauren McLeanGill, headteacher of the
Langholm and Canonbie
Schools Cluster, said: “I thought

it might be nice to do a feature
on all the fantastic work our
teachers and pupils are creating
during the school closure.
“The teams in the schools have
sent examples of the work pupils
have been engaging with and
have collected some fabulous
work.
“We have been really pleased
with the work produced and the
way the pupils and families
have adapted during this time.”

This lovely drawing of a mermaid is all about saving our seas

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

Baylin Nicol of Langholm learns about plants

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

Doing maths with real coins is all part of a school day at home

An interesting story about the life of a rare blue whale in Antarctica
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£34m given to help
business stay afloat
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3,000 businesses in Dumfries and Galloway are being supported
MORE than 3,000 businesses
in Dumfries and Galloway
have received £34m from the
Scottish government’s business
support programme.
The council has been receiving
about 70 applications a day and
has paid 77 per cent of applications within 10 days.
The self-employed hardship
fund launched on April 30 and
the council has received 168
applications and paid £196,000
to approved applications.
The council is working in partnership with the South of Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) and
Scottish Borders Council.
Councillor Elaine Murray,
council leader, said: “We recognised early on in the current
pandemic that, if were to emerge
from the situation with a healthy
economy, we needed to do as
much as we could to support
our businesses through it.
“We set up our economic recovery team as a priority and it
has worked hard to ensure we
do all we can to mitigate the fi-

nancial effects on companies.”
Businesses in Scotland have
received £100m through the
government’s business support
fund.
More than 2,500 businesses
and 4,160 self-employed people
have been helped. The fund is
now being expanded.
Small B&Bs, previously ineligible for other support because
of not having a business bank
account, can apply for a share
of £3m of funding which has
been repurposed from the newly
self-employed hardship fund,
which remains open.
It will be administered by
councils and applications open
on June 15.
The pivotal enterprise resilience fund and the creative,
tourism and hospitality enterprises hardship fund are now
closed.
For more information go to
FindBusinessSupport.gov.scot
for information on funding.
Test and Protect is NHS Scotland’s new approach to controlling the spread of (COVID-19)
in the community.
The system will help to prevent
people from spreading the virus
and protect the country from a
second peak. Like lockdown, it

Councillor Elaine Murray: “Economic recovery team was a priority”

can work only if everyone plays
their part.

Symptoms

If a person has any of the
symptoms, a new continuous
cough, temperature or loss or
change of taste or smell, they
should immediately visit NHS
Inform or call 0800 028 2816.
It is really important to do
this as soon as they suspect they
have symptoms.
The quicker the NHS can diagnose the virus, the better the

Queen of Hearts reigns

The Mitchell family’s Queen of Hearts and the Mad Hatter
scarecrows win the Copshaw competition

THREE dozen scarecrows held their
annual convention in Newcastleton last
weekend and it was a great success.
While they were there, the villagers held
a competition to choose the best of the
bunch and the winner was the Queen of
Hearts and the Mad Hatter who spent the
weekend with Kerry Mitchell and her family.
Jim and Moira Rowan won second prize,
while third place was a tie between Clive
Foster and family and Kimberley Chatterton
and family.
Kerry’s full-size models were dressed in
costumes she had at home and she made
their heads out of cushions and their arms
and legs out of tights. She drew on the
faces and filled in the eyes with make-up.
She said: “My husband, Martin, had no
work clothes left because I used them to
stuff the bodies.
“They were so heavy he had to put poles
through them and nail them to other poles.
I used a picnic table, covered it with a
table cloth and put out china.”
Kerry can’t work at the moment so, with
nothing to do, she decided to enter the
contest.“I was just going to do the queen
but Martin suggested I make a Mad Hatter
as well and it all got a bit mad.”

chance of stopping it spreading.
Jeane Freeman, health secretary, said: “When you contact
the NHS, you can book a test at
a mobile testing unit, a drivethrough testing centre or order
a home testing kit.
“While you wait for the result,
it’s important you and everyone
in your household self-isolates.
“If you test positive, you will
need to self-isolate for seven
days and your household for 14.
“As we begin to ease some of
the lockdown measures to sup-

press the virus, we will need to
trace your close contacts and
advise them to isolate for 14
days, with support.”
She added: “If you get a positive test result, you will be
asked who you have been in
close contact with.
“This includes people in your
household, people you have had
face-to-face contact with for
any length of time and those
you have been within 2m of for
15 minutes or more.”
Those who can’t leave their
homes or get the help they need
from family, friends or online
can contact the national assistance helpline at 0800 111 4000.
It’s available from Monday to
Friday, from 9am to 5pm.
Figures published yesterday
show 35 people have died in
hospital in Dumfries and Galloway.
There have been 260 confirmed cases. No one was in
hospital on Monday.
In the Scottish Borders 38
deaths have been recorded, three
more than the previous week.
There have been 325 cases.
In Scotland 2,375 people have
died. Of the 116,848, who have
been tested, 15,471 were positive.

IN BRIEF
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Open for
two days

ESKDALE: The Langholm
branch of the Cumberland
Building Society will open for
two days a week from next
week.
From Wednesday, June 10 it
will open at 9am and remain
open until 2pm and will also
be open during the same hours
on Friday.
____________________

Well-being
information

NHS Dumfries & Galloway’s
website provides help and advice about mental health and
well-being during the COVID19 pandemic.
For most people this is sufficient to manage their mental
health and well-being. Go to
www.nhsdg.co.uk
If people feel they need more,
they can contact their GP and
will be referred to the wellbeing hub.
Alternatively, they can call
the hub and leave a message
on 01387 244495 for someone
to call back.
The hub is staffed Monday to
Friday, from 9am to 5 pm and
uses phone and NHS Near Me
secure video conferencing to
share advice and guidance.
When more urgent help is
needed, ring 01387 246246.
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Farming on the Border

Follow guidelines
and help farmers

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Workforce is vital
to farming’s future

the minimum wage, is consulting on wage rates.
NFUS is urging all employers
to respond to its survey at
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NF
USEmploymentWages2020.
The information will shape the
union’s policy development.
Andrew McCornick, president,
said: “In the agricultural sector
the COVID-19 crisis has shown
the real value of the people
who work on farms and in agricultural businesses.
“We have done a fantastic job
in delivering food and drink to
the nation but we could not
have done it without our valued
workforce in the supply chain.
“This is a watershed year. We
face a significant economic
shock, paired with the conclusion of the negotiations between
the UK and the EU on our
future relationship, including
creating a new system of
immigration from January 1,
2021.
“We urge all employers to
complete this survey.”

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
671 lives of ewes and hoggs with lambs
at foot at the sale at Longtown on Tuesday, May 26.
A smaller show sold to a strong ringside
of buyers with all classes maintaining
last week’s high rates and selling to a
top of £92 per life for Beltex hoggs
with singles from A & W Bell, Thomas
Telford Road.
Principal prices. Hoggs with singles:
Mule £80 Satchells and Briggle, £79
Holebeck. Suffolk £78 Thomas Telford
Road. Hoggs with twins: Mule £70
Holebeck, £69 Satchells. Shearlings
with singles: Mule £73, £71, £69 Wydon
Eals. Suffolk £72, £66 Low Tipalt.
Texel £71 Pilmuir, £66, £62 Low Tipalt.
Lleyn £70 Low Tipalt. Shearlings with
twins: Texel £72 Heathery Knowe. Ewes
with singles: Texel £76 Low Tipalt.
Cheviot Mule £73, £70 Priesthaugh.
Mule £73, £71, £69 Wydon Eals. Charollais £68 Low Tipalt. Lleyn £63 Low
Tipalt. Cheviot £54 Whitehill, £50 Wardlaw. Swaledale £48 Rowanburnfoot.
Blackface £40 Bayles. Herdwick £39
Rowanburnfoot. Ewes with twins: Texel
£89 West Millhills, £82 Heathery
Knowe, £78 Netherton. Mule £79 West

Millhills. Cheviot Mule £70 Whitchester.
Suffolk £70 Low Tipalt, £64 Pilmuir.
Charollais £69 Moss Side. Lleyn £63
Low Tipalt. Cheviot £50.50 Priesthaugh.
Swaledale £45 Rowanburnfoot. Herdwick £39 Rowanburnfoot.
The mart held the fortnightly sale of
store cattle on the same day.
A nice entry of store cattle comprising
mainly native-bred yearling sorts, which
sold to a competitive ringside of buyers
ensuring a brisk trade throughout.
The sale topped at £875 for a pen of
Simmental bulls shown by Waterhead
of Dryfe, Lockerbie, who also sold
Beef Shorthorns at £815.
Bullocks sold to £770 for Angus from
TG Warwick & Son, Girnwood, Hawick
with Angus heifers to £795 from WK
McGowan, Craiglea, Berwick.
We would like to thank all vendors and
purchasers for their co-operation in
these difficult times. Next sale Tuesday,
June 9. Please contact John Walton
07880 527 066 or Sam Hogg 07584
207 323 for further entries or enquiries.
Principal prices. Bulls: Simmental £875
Waterhead of Dryfe. Beef Shorthorn
£815 Waterhead of Dryfe. Heifers:
Angus £795 Craiglea, £755, £710 Girn-
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AN EMPLOYMENT and
wages survey has been issued
at a time when securing the
workforce
needed
by
Scotland’s food and farming
sectors has never been more
crucial.
During the pandemic and with
the UK’s exit from Europe being
negotiated, the business of policy development at NFU
Scotland must go on.
Legislators in the UK and
Scotland are currently considering policies which will have
a significant bearing on the sector’s future ability to employ
workers on farms and in the
food and drink supply chain.
The UK migration advisory
committee is advising the UK
government on the new pointsbased immigration system and
is consulting on which occupations should be prioritised in
the shortage occupation list.
Negotiations are ongoing at
the Scottish Agricultural Wages
Board and the UK Low Pay
Commission, which advises on

During COVID-19 Please Be
Responsible on Farmland
Keep away from farmyards or
buildings
Avoid elds of young livestock
and arable crops
Keep your dog on a lead and
take litter and poo home
Stay 2m away from all farm
workers
Leave gates as you nd them;

if you have to touch gates or stiles
use gloves or hand sanitiser

Stick to paths wherever
possible

Thank You

People are asked to follow the
guidelines in the poster

SCOTLAND’s farming union is urging
everyone enjoying time in the countryside to
continue to do so responsibly.
Now the country has entered Phase 1 in easing
lockdown, unrestricted outdoor activities are
permitted and travelling short distances, up to
five miles, to exercise is allowed.
NFU Scotland hopes that reopening domestic
recycling centres will now end the blight of
fly-tipping.
Gemma Cooper, head of policy team, said:
“The job of producing food and drink means
farming activities continue in these difficult
times.
“While the countryside remains open to people
to enjoy, care and respect for those living and
working in rural areas is requested.”
The union urges people not to damage young
arable crops or fields of long grass being grown
for silage and hay.

Around the marts

wood. Limousin £725, £710 Brieredge.
Whitebred Shorthorn £650 Crookburn.
Bullocks: Angus £770 Girnwood.
The mart had forward 3,421 sheep comprising 1,243 prime hoggs, 823 prime
lambs and 1,355 cast ewes and rams
plus 23 cast cows at the weekly sale on
Thursday, May 28.
A great entry of cast cows for both
quality and quantity saw all classes in
demand and easily maintaining recent
high rates, with more required on a
weekly basis to meet requirements.
The sale topped at £1,184 for a Limousin
cow from G Famelton, Horseholm,
Gilsland with Angus cows selling to
£1,099 from T Blackwood & Son, Midtown, Lanark. Limousin bulls to 204p
from J Robertson & Son, Becks,
Langholm, who also sold Galloways at
154p and 152p.
Principal prices (per head): Limousin
£1,184 Horseholm, £852 Batey Shield.
Angus £1,099, £915 Midtown. Hereford
£945 Midtown. British Blue £930 Maidencots. Holstein £918 Jerriestown.
Friesian £860 Hethermill. Longhorn
£799 Greenside.
Another large show of 823 spring lambs
was forward to an increased ring of

buyers. Topping the sale was a fantastic
pen of Beltex lambs realising 316p,
consigned from Gelston Castle Farms,
Castle Douglas with a top price per
head of £131 for another outstanding
penful of Beltex lambs shown by I
Donaldson, Ashton, Lockerbie.
Many more lambs are needed weekly
to satisfy purchaser demands. Overall
average 237.8p (SQQ 241.6p)
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 316p
Gelston Castle, 280p Ashton, 264p
Cleughbrae. Texel 295p, 289p, 285p,
284p, 278p Kilnford Croft, 275p Staffler,
270p Shawhill. Suffolk 262p Gelston
Castle, 255p Park House, 251p Nilston
Rigg, 248p Gelston Castle & Park
House. Charollais 239p Hollytree. Oxford 214p, 213p Guards.
A smaller entry of prime hoggs forward
sold to the same ring of competitive
buyers.
The sale topped at 245p for Texel hoggs
from JT & EM Marrs & Son,
Broomhills, Carlisle with a top price
per head of £126 for Texel hoggs shown
by WJ & JG Bell, Kinninghall, Hawick.
Lean hoggs proved difficult to cash,
while well-finished proved good to sell
and very much in demand. Overall av-
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Don’t disturb farm animals or wildlife, keep
all dogs under control and lift all dog poo.
Avoid farmyards and buildings, keep access
to farms and fields clear of vehicles and close
all gates, adhere to signage requests and take
home litter.
She said: “For many, accessing the countryside
during lockdown has been a new experience.
“We want to guide them on how to continue
to do that responsibly and safely in Phase 1,
recognising the legitimate concerns of those
who farm in these unprecedented times.
“We need farmers, their families and staff to
stay safe, healthy and get on with the job of
producing food and drink.
“We respectfully ask that people please follow
these simple guidelines and keep farmers safe.
“It will help them and they will receive the
thanks of those living and working in the countryside at this challenging time.”

erage 186.9p (SQQ 188.1p).
For more advice on marketing your
livestock in these difficult times, contact
auctioneers John Walton 07880 527066;
Nick Woodmass 07584 200489; Sam
Hogg 07584 207323.
Principal prices (per kilo): Texel 245p,
233p Broomhills, 230p Mindrum, 229p
Scales Hall, 228p Sykehead. Beltex
238p Home Farm, 227p Kirtleton House,
225p Scales Hall. Cheviot 226p East
Deloraine, 217p Mallsgate Hall, 213p
Sykehead, 212p Morebattle Tofts, Yeyholm Mains & Auchengray. Suffolk
220p Bidlake, 216p Scales Hall, 210p
Lyneholm & Mindrum. Blackface 208p
Sykehead, 202p Glenshanna & Kirkhill,
195p Leithanhall. Herdwick 204p, 200p
Auchengray. Mule 200p Hollin Close,
192p Golden Lane, 191p Copperthorns.
A smaller show of 1,355 ewes was forward to the usual buyers. Topping the
sale at £160 were Texel ewes from G
& CE Edminson, Middle Farm, Carlisle,
with hill ewes selling to £80 for Cheviot
ewes shown by D Macdonald, Taldale,
Caithness. Rams sold to £122 for Texels
from M Dart, Tetcott, Devon.
Heavy ewes: Texel £160 Middle Farm,
£149 Leithanhall, £148 Kilnford Croft,
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£144, £142 Middle Farm. Beltex £146
Wood Farm. Charollais £140 Golden
Lane. Suffolk £118 Beechgrove, £114
The Land, £110, £106 Kilnford Croft,
£106 Crumhaughhill. Mule £83 Cambeckhill, £78 Chapel, £78, £77 Leithanhall, £77 Skelton Wood Ends,
Kirkhill & Crindledykes. Bluefaced Leicester £94 Leithanhall. Cheviot Mule
£90 Achvarasdal. North Country Cheviot
£82 Tormore. Millennium Bleu £93
Millhouse.
Light ewes: Cheviot £80, £75 Taldale,
£75 Yetholm Mains, £68 Carterton.
Kendal Rough £74, £70 Gill Head.
Blackface £71 Leithanhall, £68 Wardrew,
£64 Glenshanna & Durdar House. Herdwick £65 Cardewlees. Swaledale £63
The Flatt, £62 Temple House, £61 Peat
Gap & Park House, £60 Beacon Rigg.
Rams: Texel £122 Tetcott, £116 Temple
House, £114, £112 Tetcott, £110 Stockholm & The Ash. Suffolk £116 Calees
Cottage, £112 Tetcott, £102 Lynfern,
£100 Tetcott. Bluefaced Leicester £100
Leithanhall. North Country Cheviot £98
Chapel. Blackface £95 Leithanhall.
Cheviot £80 Clerk Hill.
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EWM suppliers act
over unpaid millions
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Bangladeshi manufacturers allege company owes them £27m
CLOTHING manufacturers
in Bangladesh are threatening
to halt production and deliveries to billionaire Philip Day’s
Edinburgh Woollen Mill
Group in a battle over an
alleged £27m in unpaid bills.
About 30 suppliers to Day’s
empire, which includes more
than 1,000 outlets, including
Peacocks, Austin Reed and
Jaeger, arranged a letter from
the Bangladesh Garments and
Manufacturing Association trade
body which accuses EWM and
its agents of taking “undue
advantage of the COVID-19 situation”.
They say Day’s retail group
and its agents demanded hefty
discounts, cancelled orders or
withheld payment for goods
already shipped or manufactured
for the company.
The letter demands payment
for goods already handed over
to the company’s shipping agents
by May 29 and payment by
June 5 for orders which are
already in production.

It says any discount requested
by the retailer “beyond permissible limits” could lead to legal
action.
The letter claims that demand
for the discounts will be not
only financially catastrophic but
also expose members to various
claims and liabilities from regulations, banks and other third
parties which will, eventually,
legally implicate the buyers
themselves.

Embargo

Members will have no option
but to place an embargo and
blacklist the buyers and their
agents who do not comply with
their instructions.
This will prevent them from
conducting business with members in the future, either directly
or indirectly.
Fiona Gooch from campaign
group Traidcraft Exchange said
the letter was an “unprecedented
response” from manufacturers.
These companies were under
severe financial pressure because

Workers in a Bangladeshi garment factory
Photo by SuSanA Secretariat

wealthy British retailers were
not paying up.
“There are more than tens of
thousands of workers in the suppliers to Philip Day’s UK businesses and these young women
and their families are at risk of

Super Mario delivers

Postie Alan Warwick defies the heat on his rounds while dressed as
Super Mario

LANGHOLM’S posties may not
have super powers but they
are often heroes to the
communities they serve.
On Monday morning Alan
Warwick, whose usual work attire
always includes a pair of shorts,
was sporting a more colourful
outfit.
He was dressed as Super
Mario, the mascot for the
Japanese platform video game
series and media franchise,
created by Nintendo.
The Super Mario games follow
Mario's adventures, typically in
the fictional Mushroom Kingdom.
He is often joined by his brother,
Luigi, but there was no sign of
him on the streets of the town
that day or any other members
of the Mario cast.
Alan was without Mario’s moustache but he said it kept falling
off so he left it back at the office.
Being such a hot day, he said
he’d be getting back into his
shorts when he had to deliver
the post in the van later on.

becoming destitute if their wages
are not paid.

Productive

“Philip Day is a billionaire,
valued at £1.14bn, who can well
afford to pay for what he has
ordered.” Gooch said.

A spokesman for EWM Group
said it had not had a chance to
consider the proposals or
respond.
“When this global crisis hit,
we had already paid for the
majority of future stock and we
have since had productive discussions with individual suppliers about remaining stock,”
a spokesman said.
“We have engaged with all
our individual suppliers with
openness, honesty and the best
of intentions, even when the
circumstances are difficult.
“We firmly view this to be a
reasonable approach in the face
of a collective and global
industry challenge, which isn’t
just disrupting a single link in
the supply chain.
“Our discussions with most
suppliers have been positive
and they have understood we’re
trying to find a balanced way
forward which matches the
immediate, urgent challenges
faced by high street stores nationally and those of suppliers.”

IN BRIEF

Thursday June 4, 2020 7

Helping
hands

WHO needs a helping hand and
financial support with grocery
shopping? Let’s be honest, we
all do at times and never more
so than now.
With furloughing, being laid
off and extra bills, it is hard to
make ends meet.
Langholm COVID-19 Support
Group has, thanks to the
Langholm Initiative, secured
funding from DTAS to support
people struggling to afford food
shopping.
If you feel you need a helping
hand to get through these
uncertain times, ring or text
07525 764 673 or 07860 131
496. All calls will be dealt with
discreetly and in confidence.
____________________

Approval
granted

DENNIS Little of Drove Road,
Langholm has conditional
approval to carry out alterations
to 28 Drove Road and 93 High
Street.
These include replacing windows and a door and changing
the use of a groundfloor shop
to form an extension to the
house.

Nature bursts forth in all its springtime glory
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

8 Thursday June 4, 2020

NATURE is a great healer and our
readers have taken this to heart,
enjoying the environment in which
we live and marvelling at the wildlife
on our doorstep.
Thank you to everyone who has sent
photos to the E&L. It just shows how
accessible our wildlife is to us.
Robin Waitt of Claygate chanced upon
a fox hunting on his patch.
He said: “On a secluded bike ride I
was in the forest near Bruntshiel bog. I
paused for a look around and rest.
“I perched on a tree stump having a
coffee and enjoying the scenery when
I spied this fox snuffling in the undergrowth. I extracted my Panasonic Lumix
TZ80 from my rucksack and snapped
him as he hunted.
“I was transfixed as he looked for
wildlife in the undergrowth and eventually wandered off into the forest. This
must be one of my highlights of the
lockdown.”
Wendy Patterson of Newcastleton has
roe deer near her home and keeps a
watch on them.
She said: “One day last month I was
stopped in my tracks as I headed out to
feed and let out our chickens.
“A beautiful female (doe) roe deer
was in the long grass behind our house.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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I stopped to watch her because we
often have roe deer behind our house.
“She kept putting down her head into
the long grass, then walked away to
the edge of the woods. Something about
her behaviour was different.
“I quietly walked over to get a bit
closer. By now, the roe deer had started
grazing and looked fairly relaxed. I
looked down into the grass and spotted
the most beautiful creature.
“The deer had a fawn; I took one
photo and moved away quietly, trying
to be as calm as possible.
“Roe deer graze away from their
young. The fawns are born with no
scent and, if the mother stays nearby,
her scent will attract a predator.
“They are very wobbly when they
are first born and know to lie low
hidden in the long grass.
“We see the doe and fawn most days
and they are both doing really well.
“Please remember, if you are out
walking and find a fawn curled up on
its own, leave it well alone. It is not
abandoned and the mother knows where
she left it. Keeping your dogs on leads
in long grass and wooded areas really
helps nature's young, too. I wonder
what we'll spot next.”

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Kirsty McHugh spotted this female adder on Langholm Moor, sunbathing by the side of the road near harrier corner

The short-eared owls are busy hunting on fine spring days on Langholm Moor. This photo was taken by regular visitor Alistair Moulstone

This gorgeous young roe deer settles in the long grass while the doe wanders off to eat.
Wendy Patterson of Newcastleton took this photo but it’s important not to disturb them

John Halliday captured this beautiful photo of a small elephant hawk moth which are to be found in gardens in mid-summer

Rory Nixon, 13, of Newcastleton sets up his bike for a lovely sunset photo on the hills

Jessica Kenny took a photo of this blackbird’s nest which is well hidden

Robin Waitt watches a fox hunting at Bruntshiel bog while out for a bike ride

Glen Laidlaw was lucky to spot this toad hidden in the long grass

This lovely photo of the cotton grass blossoming on Whita Hill was taken by Ming Beattie

Co-operative store’s
fundraising fanatics
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Deliveries
are halted

FOR the past eight weeks and
during the height of the coronavirus pandemic, the Langholm
Co-op has offered a home
delivery service to help isolating
customers.
As society edges towards normality and circumstances around
the virus improve, this Saturday
marks the date the service ends.
In only the first week 95
deliveries were made to
Langholm, Ewes, Bentpath,
Canonbie,
Rowanburn,
Newcastleton and Eskdalemuir,
indicating how important the
service has been and how much
the community will miss it.
The staff devoted time from
their regular duties, plus the
extra workload associated with
societal changes, to receive
orders by phone and pick items.
They were aided by generous
volunteers who delivered the
orders to isolating members of
the community who will, no
doubt, be as thankful for their
help as the Co-op staff are.
The home delivery service’s
introduction reflected the adaptability and responsiveness of
staff and highlighted what the
community can achieve by
working together in a changing
landscape.
Through the Local Community
Fund, which soon opens for
applications, and various other
channels the Co-op will continue
to support the community and
its members.
Should there be a resurgence
of the coronavirus in the future,
the organisation might provide
home deliveries again such was
the service’s success and benefit
to the area.
____________________
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Co-op staff raise vital funds for Scottish mental health charity
STAFF at Langholm Co-op
went the extra mile to raise
money for a worthy cause
and got a good work-out
into the bargain.
They organised an in-store
rowing machine challenge
and a guess the bear’s name
competition. The bear was
kindly donated by Alan Miller
of Yarns to Yearn For.
Adam Steel, Ryan Milligan,
Daniel Winter, Aaron England
and Shaun Stevens all took
part.
For every £1 sponsored they
had to go for one minute on
the rowing machine and their
efforts raised £370 from the
raffle and the rowing.
The money will go to the
Scottish Association
for
Mental Health, the Co-op’s
charity of the year. Details
about the charity are at
https://www.samh.org.uk

Maisie Armstrong Evenden wins the
Yarns to Yearn For bear

Ryan Milligan takes a turn on the rowing machine

Broadband
still slower

LIDDESDALE’S MP says one
of the consequences of the coronavirus crisis should be to
intensify efforts to improve
broadband in rural areas.
John Lamont, Berwickshire,
Roxburgh and Selkirk, said
people working from home and
not receiving adequate broadband speeds will be frustrated
and may even be less productive
than those with faster internet
connections.
Figures show the Borders lags
behind the rest of the country
when it comes to broadband
coverage.
“My team and I have worked
from our respective homes during the coronavirus outbreak
and I know thousands of
Borderers have been doing the
same.
“Rural areas, like ours, should
not be left behind. It is vital
that broadband speeds are
improved if our rural economy
is to compete with urban areas.

Olivia Patterson wins one of the jars after guessing
how many sweets there were

Mirren Warbeck wins the other jar of sweets with
her guess

Bryce Steel gives up his weekend to help raise
money for the Co-op charity
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ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
Notice is hereby given that CWL Energy Limited, company registration number SC576901, with its Registered Office at Caledonian
Exchange, 19a Canning Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HE, has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the
Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a wind farm known as Faw Side Community Wind Farm, north of Langholm and is
located across both Dumfries and Galloway and Scottish Borders (Central Grid Reference 335050, 595850). The application also
requests that a direction be made by the Scottish Ministers under section 57 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act
1997. The installed capacity of the proposed generating station would be over 50MW comprising up to 45 turbines with a ground
to blade tip height of between 179.5 and 200 metres and has been subject to Environmental Impact Assessment. An EIA Report
has been produced to accompany the application for consent.

CWL Energy Limited has now submitted additional information to Scottish Ministers, which includes information relating to
Ornithology, Bats, Cultural Heritage, matters relating to Peat Management and Peat Slide Risk, Aviation and night-time lighting,
Landscape and Visual updates and the provision of an outline CEMP and HMP. Minor modifications have been made to the access
tracks onsite.

A copy of the additional information and the application (“the information”) is available for public inspection, free of charge on the
application website www.fawsidewindfarm.scot or on the Scottish Government Energy Consents website at www.energyconsents.scot
under application reference ECU00001833.

Copies of the Additional Information may be obtained from CWL Energy Limited (telephone: 01928 734544 or email:
project@communitywindpower.co.uk) at a charge of £400 per hard copy and free of charge on a DVD/CD or USB.
Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by post to the
Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal
and specifying the grounds for representation. Please note that there may be a delay in the Energy Consents Unit receiving
representations by post.

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full return email and postal address of
those making representations. Only representations sent by email to representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.
All representations should be received not later than 6th July 2020 although Ministers may consider representations received after this
date.

Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will be subject to further public notice in this manner, and
representations to such information will be accepted as per this notice.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion
to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following examination of the environmental information, Scottish Ministers will determine the application for consent in two ways:
 Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or

 Reject the proposal

All previous representations received in relation to application documents submitted regarding this development remain valid.
General Data Protection Regulations

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes applications under the Electricity Act 1989. To support transparency in decision
making, the Scottish Government publishes representations online at www.energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice is published on the help page
at www.energyconsents.scot. This explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal information and includes contact details
for any enquiries or complaints regarding how your personal data is handled.
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Times Past
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100 years: Plumbers Meeting

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.
THE BELL
FAMILY

As a matter of interest J.C
Bell married Lizzie Cormack
and had the wet fish shop
down from Grieve the baker
which is now a dwelling
house.

J.C Bell’s only daughter Madge
was perhaps the best female
golf and tennis player that
Langholm ever had. She married Drew Stevenson from
Hawick who came to Langholm
as foreman dyer in Arthur Bell’s
Mill in the late 1920’s early
30’s. He was founder of the
Langholm Dyeing Co and “The
Edinburgh Woollen Mill”. They
had three boys. The eldest son,
David, represented Britain in
the pole vault in the Tokyo
Olympics and Neil represented
South of Scotland and
Langholm rugby as a prop forward.
However, it was these Sunday
night sessions by the flickering
firelight and Uncle Wull relating the family history that
turned me into a dreamer. The
next youngest brother Tom Bell,
whom uncle Wull had christened “The Fizzball” was not

present as by the 1923-30’sm he
was a professional cricketing
analysis with Langholm. That
didn’t deter uncle Wull who
would relate “The Fizzball’s”
history as though it was his
own. Apparently “The Fizzball”
was the fastest bowler
Langholm ever had, hence “The
Fizzball”. But the Langholm
wicket keeper, Jock Hotson,
stonemason of the well known
building tradesmen family,
greatly
enhanced
“The
Fizzball’s” analysis by disdaining wicket keeper’s gloves as he
stood over the wicket and
caught “The Fizzball’s” fastest
in his horny work left hand and
in a split second tapped the
stumps with his right toe causing the bails to fall off as he
swept his left arm across in a
mighty “Howzatt?”

Table tennis

As most batsmen play forward
to fast bowlers the batsmen
were invariably out, stumped by
Hotson, bowled by Bell, and
woe betide any fielder that
dropped a catch. Old Jock
would shout; “What hae ye got
on yer hands – fish glue”? Even
so “The Fizzball” became well
known in cricketing circles in
Edinburgh during the 1930’s.
Not only that but he played for

Scotland at both table tennis
and curling in the 1930’s. Uncle
Wull although he was not at the
First Great World War (probably because he was then too
old) would relate the experiences of his next eldest brother
“Fat Bob” who then worked
with “Gordon Morrison the
Plumber”. “Fat Bob” wasn’t fat
when he was a Langholm rugby
forward and when in the 191418 War, he single-handedly
wiped out a German machine
gun to win the Military Medal.

Rabbit

As a matter of interest there
were more than 20 Military
Medallists in Langholm from
the 1914-18 War, the youngest
being
James
“Apsey”
Armstrong who gave his wrong
age when 17. Uncle Wull told
me that when his youngest
brother Matha (Matthew my
father) was born, they had a
skinned rabbit for dinner and
my father was so small that
when the midwife brought my
father through to the kitchen,
they got them mixed up. Obviously, an exaggeration but as a
small boy I would lie awake at
nights worrying about this mistake. Can you wonder that I
became a dreamer?

Langholm Town Band in 1964 after winning the Edinburgh Charities Contest (4th Section) in December 1963 and the
Regional finals (4th Section) in February 1964. Both contests held in the Usher Hall, Edinburgh

The annual meeting of the Dumfries, Kirkcudbright and Wigtown Registration of Plumbers was
held at Dumfries on Saturday week. Provost Macaulay presided, and among those present, were
Colonel W.J. Miller, Annan; Mr J.W. Goodfellow, Langholm; and Mr Ramage, Langholm. It was
stated that there was a credit balance of £31 15s 6d. As the secretary, Mr James Hyslop solicitor,
Dumfries, had not received any donations for six years, it was agreed to make a payment of £20
to him. A complaint was made that at Dumfries and Langholm architects were giving work to
plumbers whether they were registered or not. Mr J.W. Goodfellow, Langholm, was presented
with a certificate which was gained by his father, the late Mr Thomas Goodfellow. Mr Miller
was appointed a member of the council for the year.

75 years: The Holiday

Whether local tradition had anything to do with the weather last weekend is doubtful; but for the
benefit of Langholmites whose lot is cast in sunnier climes we might say that the June Holiday
could not have been observed under worse weather conditions. We were not alone, however, in
our agony of mind and spirit, for no matter where our fellow travellers had been (except those at
Carlisle on Monday), the weather had behaved abdominally. Judging from the crowd which
packed the last train from Riddings on Monday night (some of them even in the guard’s van) this
must have been the biggest exodus from Langholm for many years. Each and all had the same
grouse about the weather, and the only consolation seemed to be that they had escaped the thunderstorm that favoured Langholm on Monday afternoon. We learn, by the way, that two cattle
sheltering by a hedge on the Glebe lands (Barnhills) were killed by the lightening.

50 years: Fair Criers

The mention in our obituary of the late Mr. Andrew Jeffrey in last week’s issue that his grandfather,
the late Ex-Cornet Andrew Johnstone, was once the official Fair Crier at Langholm Common Riding
has elicited a request from several readers to give, if possible a sort of chronological list of all those
who have officiated in this capacity. Well, according to the records the first recorded Fair Crier was
him whose name is mentioined in the script - Jamie Ferguson, who was appointed Bailie for the
Laird of Ralton, and who lived within the common-right of Langholm, near to Middlemoss. Next
came the fabulous Archibald (Bauldy) Beattie, who Cried the Fair for over half a century, a record
which it is doubtful if anyone will ever succeed in equalling let alone beating. Bauldy last Cried
the Fair from the steps of the Cross in the Market Place – the remains of which can now be seen in
the Library Gardens – in 1814, the year of the Battle of Waterloo, Peter Graham, known locally as
“Pete Wheep” or “Pete the Toon Drummer” was in office for 33 years – from 1824 to 1857 and he
was succeeded by David Hounam who gave out the ancient words from 1858 to 1862. Then came
John Irving, joiner, who officiated from 1863 to 1883. Then came Andrew Johnstone in 1884 and
he continued until 1897, when Johnnie Wilson took over, continuing til 1906. Robert Nisbet then
cried the Fair for two years and was succeeded by Christopher Elliot who was officiated from 1909
to 1931. He was succeeded by his son John Elliot, the present Fair Crier who continues in office.

25 years: New Town Trophy goes to Old Town

Langholm New Town Bowling Club had 32 entries for their annual Open Triples Competition on
Saturday. The competition was sponsored by Arthur Gibson. The weather was poor with heavy
rain but there were one or two bright spells here and there. At the end of the day, the winners
emerged from Langholm Old Town Bowling Club in the form of Ian Henderson (skip), Kevin
Irving and Billy Currie who defeated the Eastriggs triple of M. Dugnan (skip), A. Robertson and
C. Brydon by 7 shots. Beaten semi-finalists were another Old Town triple – T. Reay. G. Halford
and Elma Aitken; and J. Dickson of Selkirk.

Arthur Gibson presents “The Arthur Gibson Solid Fuel Trophy” to the winners from The Old Town left to right;
Billy Currie, Ian Henderson and Kevin Irving
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This super photo of goosander chicks hitching a ride on mum’s back was captured by Stan Wilson of Langholm

Camera: Sony RX10

Walking through the lockdown
By Sandra Goodfellow
of Langholm

WITH nowhere to go and no-one to
meet, one of the greatest joys of the
current lockdown is the opportunity
it affords to just walk and engage
with what surrounds us.
To just drink in the beauty of the emerging spring, watch the willow leaves
unfurl, hear the birdsong and the muted
babble of the river.
It was on one such walk that I decided
to take my camera and photograph the
bluebells on the approach to Holmhead.
With such glorious weather, it was an
opportunity not to be missed.
As I crouched down to get an alternative
view of them, I became aware of movement in my peripheral vision.
Glancing up, I noticed an eye peering
at me through the ferns, just yards away.
It was a deer.
Neither of us moved for a while as the
deer studied me and I studied the deer,
its velvety brown body, dark liquid eyes

Sandra has a close encounter with a deer

and surprisingly large ears.
The deer started to wander slowly
away and I stood up, seemingly an
alarm signal for the startled animal.
It quickly moved off but not before I
had taken several more shots, the last
one of its white rump as it headed up
the hill.

Bluebells on the approach to Holmhead

Had I not been alone, had I not been
quiet and low to the ground, I doubt I
would have had those few precious
moments.
I reflected on how many more are
available now the wildlife seems
emboldened by the lack of traffic and
noise.

Maybe others will have had similar
magical moments which may, somehow,
ease a little the trials and difficulties of
the current situation.
If you have been on any walks during
lockdown and would like to share these with
our readers, please send them in to:
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk or pop them
through the letterbox at 54 High St., Langholm
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Car parks
are open

KIELDER Water & Forest has
opened a number of car parks
from 8am to 10pm.
They are Hawkhope, Tower
Knowe, Matthew’s Linn,
Bakethin Nature Reserve,
Kielder Dam South Abutment
and Kielder Castle.
The Lower Skyspace and Elf
Kirk car parks are open from
9am to 5pm.
All the car parks, except for
Kielder Castle, Lower Skyspace
and Elf Kirk, can be booked
at www.bookwhen.com/carparking visitors are urged to
do so.
Kielder
Membership/
Discovery Pass holders can use
it to park as normal.
Public toilets are open at
Tower Knowe and opposite
Kielder Castle. Follow all the
guidelines displayed and leave
the toilets in the state in which
they were found.
Entering the water is not permitted for any reason, overnight
camping or parking in any
vehicle is not permitted and
fires and barbecues are forbidden
Where necessary, the organisation will work with
Northumbria Police to enforce
these rules.
Follow safety signage and
social distancing measures and
respect and help protect the
communities by staying away
from residential areas and village centres.
____________________

Individual
service

A CHARITY, which has met
unprecedented demand and
delivered critical shopping supplies to older people during
lockdown, is expanding its services.
Food Train, which operates
in Annandale and Eskdale, helps
the over 65s who can’t manage
independently because of disablity or ill health.
It has now launched its oneto-one service.
Food Train Connects extends
the organisation’s awardwinning shopping and delivery
service, through which teams
of volunteers deliver groceries.
The over 65s will be matched
with a specific volunteer shopper who will do weekly grocery
trips for them.
The individual match means
Food Train can reach more
people in pockets of the area it
does not currently visit through
its established operation.
For more information email
shopping@thefoodtrain.co.uk
or call 0800 3047924. To register as a volunteer go to
www.thefoodtrain.co.uk

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Climate activists act digitally
by Freya McCall

THE fight against the climate
crisis, one of the largest
global movements of young
people, has moved online.
With technology integrated
heavily into many of our lives
during lockdown, it comes as
no surprise that strikes, campaigns and talks have adapted
into an online movement,
spreading the issues of climate
change, constructive solutions
and cross-continental discussions over smartphones and
computers instead of rallies and
demonstrations.
The hashtag DigitalStrike has
featured heavily on social
media, proving that a difference
can be made, even during a
global pandemic.
Pictures have been shared
featuring home-made signs
and
websites
such
as
globalclimatestrike.net
and
FridaysForFuture share messages highlighting the need for
change.
Greenpeace has uploaded
articles on how improving
ecosystems and reducing air
pollution can help to reduce the
spread of disease like the coronavirus.
Earlier this year I spoke to
Cerys Gough, 16, of Langholm
and Amy Bray, 17, from
Cumbria, to discuss their various climate campaigns.
I contacted them again to find
out how their campaigns have
developed during the coronavirus pandemic.
Amy Bray, who was awarded
Cumbrian Woman of the Year
in 2019, has opened two environmentally-friendly,
zero-

waste shops and started her
own charity, Another Way.
She believes strongly that
individuals can make a massive
difference and focuses on each
person lessening their negative
environmental impact.
Amy’s efforts are always
influenced by her passions: our
oceans; and protecting the natural world.
Amy says she has taken lockdown as an opportunity to concentrate on her charity.
She said: “We have launched
our 30 steps campaign on social
media, giving people detailed
advice on how they can transition to a more sustainable
lifestyle.

every time a person came into
contact with another, they

spread kindness and compas-

sion instead. No individual is

Impact

“Many people have some
more time at home now to think
about their daily habits and how
we can change our lives permanently to have less of an impact
on the environment.”
Amy hopes her Another Way
ambassador programme, due to
launch in September, will help
to ensure young activists and
campaigners share their experiences and resources.
It involves an array of
resources, like letter templates,
event ideas, teacher statements,
public speaking advice and
media advice as well as a chat
forum to share ideas and have
conversations with like-minded
people.
She added: “Recognising we
are not alone is critical in making change.”
During lockdown Amy has
spoken at the national youth climate summit via Zoom.
“I spoke about my own experiences in work and campaigning. I gave listeners something
to think about.
“We have seen how quickly a
virus can travel through a
human population. Imagine if,

too small or insignificant to
make a change.”
Cerys Gough has had a love
of nature and the environment
since she watched David
Attenborough’s nature documentaries as a child.
Cerys has gone on to work on
a number of environmental
campaigns, like SOS Saturdays
for coastlines, and organising a
climate strike at Langholm
Academy. She has not allowed
lockdown to still her voice.
She said: “During the pandemic I’ve kept up with climate
activism through the digital
strikes. This involves sharing a
photo of yourself with a sign
online and a message about climate change.

Zoom

Cerys Gough takes her message to the Scottish parliament in Edinburgh

Amy Bray receives her Cumbrian Woman of the Year award in 2019 from Juliet Westoll
Photo: The Cumberland News

“I’ve had Zoom calls with
people in my organisation to
plan and discuss the next steps
for future strikes and having
Zoom calls with fellow climate
activists from around the world.
We’ve been playing kahoot
together, too.”
Cerys says it’s possible to
learn and share valuable
lessons, even during a time of
global pandemic.
“The pandemic has taught us
that change is possible. We’ve
seen huge changes made to our
way of life in a short space of
time.
“This proves that tackling the
climate crisis and making huge
changes is possible.
“When this pandemic is over,
I know myself and other
activists will come back fighting for systematic change
louder than ever before.”
For more information on
Amy’s
ambassador
programme, shops, and charity, go
to AnotherWay.org
Follow Dumgal.scys on Instagram for more information and
updates on Cerys’ campaigns.

Copshaw timber road to be upgraded

TWO sections of a major route
in and near Newcastleton are to
be upgraded, thanks to a timber
transport funding scheme.
The B6357 will be improved at
Ralton Bridge and Riccarton and
in North Hermitage Street in the
village itself.
The schemes are two of three
projects in the Scottish Borders
chosen to help improve the timber
transport network.
The total funding is £585,640
and comes from the Scottish
Government.
Forestry is included under Phase
1 of the government’s COVID-19

route map which allows outdoor
work such as forestry to fully restart
its operations.
The award, to Scottish Borders
Council, is co-financed and drawn
from the strategic timber transport
fund which is managed by Scottish
Forestry.
The funding goes mostly to
improve minor roads: improving
surfaces; widening corners; adding
traffic-calming measures; and providing passing places.
They will help to keep the flow of
timber moving to market and
reduce impacts on communities.
Fergus Ewing, cabinet secretary

for economy and tourism said:
“Forestry is an important part of
the rural sector, generating £1 billion to the Scottish economy each
year and supporting 25,000 jobs.
“During the COVID-19 green
recovery forestry has played an
important role.
“We need to ensure the infrastructure supports the industry on
several fronts and helping to get
timber to market is one of them.
“This relies on a good transport
network and the funding will ensure
this is in place to allow a longterm
sustainable
forestry
industry.”

Riccarton bridge on the B6357 north of Newcastleton

E&L CLASSIFIED

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

OPTICIAN

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
withus.
us.
appointment with
firstappointment
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

CURRENTLY ONLY ACCEPTING
EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk
VETERINARY SERVICES
Borders Business Park
Longtown
CA6 5TD

Come and pop in to our Longtown Surgery
We also run a Pet Health Clinic
every Thursday 4-5 pm in
Newcastleton Village Hall
For an appointment for either of the above
call 01228 791245
Email: info@capontreevets.co.uk
Website: www.capontreevets.co.uk

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

FOOT HEALTH TREATMENT

IN ORDER TO CONTINUE PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE
AND CARING SERVICE FOR THE PEOPLE OF ESKDALE.

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

CAROL DEEN

YOUR LOCAL FOOT HEALTH SPECIALIST, IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THAT SANDRA HICKEBOTTOM (also her sister)
HAS RELOCATED TO THE AREA AND WILL BE ASSISTING
AND ALSO TAKING ON NEW PATIENTS
WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391
COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE
ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS
If you wish to make a complaint
about anything in the Eskdale &
Liddesdale Advertiser you can
come into the office and speak to
the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your
complaint has been handled you
may write to the Company
Secretary at:

SANDRA HICKEBOTTOM
MCFHP DipFHT MAFHP

Foot Health Professional

Fully Qualified and Insured since 1996
Flexible Home Visits

Tel: 07951 312513

MOBILE VAN TIMES

MOBILE POST OFFICE

Muckle Toon Media CIC,
Ashleybank House, Langholm
DG13 0AN.

TO LET

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH

CHIMNEY SWEEP

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
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Community Centre Car Park
Charles Street, Langholm
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Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
WEDNESDAY 16th sePTEMBER
SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER

Borthwick’s golden goal
wins Legion’s new prize
Thursday June 4, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

can keep this form going in
what will be a challenging but,
hopefully, rewarding season.
Derek Johnson is the E&L
player of the year.
He has been a busy player
this season, probably more busy
than the team would like.
The first game of the season
was his comeback match and
he came agonisingly close to
being the match winner. Against
top opposition he provided save
after save.
All season he kept his form
as a fine shot-stopper and received four man of the match
awards, more than any other
player.

Qualities

Football

DAVIE Borthwick scored the
best goal of the season for
Langholm Legion but Brian
Mattinson scored the most
goals.
The club announced its annual
awards on social media rather
than hold its usual presentation
night.
The best goal of the season is
a new award and was awarded
to Borthwick for a goal against

Langholm Legion Football Club was unable to hold its usual presentation night

Chirnside. Out of the 31 goals
scored, his shot stands out.
He stunned a packed home
crowd, teammates and probably
himself with a tremendous longdistance strike which flew into
the top corner.
For the seventh time in his
Legion career Mattinson is Legion’s top goal scorer. During
11 appearances in a season interrupted by work he still scored

12 goals without taking a single
penalty.
He currently sits on 186 goals
in 154 appearances.
Ali Little took two trophies,
player of the year and players’
player of the year.

Valuable

He has been a valuable member of the Legion side for just
over 10 seasons and this season

he was given his preferred central midfield role.
His energy and pace have been
vital in some tough matches
and his work rate is excellent
to help support both attack and
defence.
He received 10 votes from
his team-mates and deserves
players’ player for stepping up
and being a main player.
It’s hoped that next season he

The 19-year-old defender
Finley Dell is the young player
of the year, chosen for his great
leadership qualities.
As well as excelling at centre
half he provides a goal threat
in the opposition box and scored
three goals last season, one
being the vital late winner
against Jed Legion.
Aidan Wilson deserves a mention. He featured in every match
last season and continues to improve and impress.
Martin Thomlinson, chairman,
said: “I’d like to congratulate
all the lads who have received

awards for their efforts over
the course of last season.
“Obviously, it would have
been better to have been awarded these in front of their teammates, partners and committee
but, as we all know, it’s strange
times for everyone.
“Football, particularly amateur
football, isn’t about individuals
so I’d like to thank everyone
involved with the club from
players, management, committee, supporters and sponsors for
all their efforts last season.”
Barry Henderson, manager,
said: “Last season was a hard
slog for us. We had a small
squad of players and tough opponents.
“The team must be praised
for comfortably avoiding relegation and we look forward to
a third consecutive season in
Division A.”

Bowling reopens E&L
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and the bowling club
rules.
The club also has a risk
assessment in place.
Members are permitted
into the clubhouse only
to retrieve mats and Jacks.
The toilets and locker
room remain closed for
the foreseeable future.
Members must not leave
bowls in the locker room
if they wish to play but
take bowls home and
bring them when they are
booked in.
They are expected to
book themselves in with
the booking forms on the
locker room door.

Price 80p
9

Elizabeth Dunlop and Anne Hislop enjoy a game of bowls at the newly reopened club

LANGHOLM
New
Town bowling club reopened the green on
Monday after a vote by
members.
They held a sociallydistanced meeting on Sunday at the club where
Paul Mitchell, president,
told members there were
two options.
They could open the
club straight away under
Phase 1 of the government guidelines and ensure all Bowls Scotland
guidelines were in place

or wait until restrictions
were more relaxed at
Phase 2.
This would mean waiting a possible three
weeks.
The club had a vote and
most members were keen
to start bowling so the
green was declared open
from Monday.
Membership subs can
be paid to Avril Grieve,
treasurer, at Linglie,
Lairds Entry, Langholm.
The club is happy to
announce the opening of
the green for members
but they must follow guidance from Bowls Scotland

23

Bowling

