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Langholm gets £60k
boost for shopfronts

A TOWN centre improvement
scheme, which provides half of
the funding to upgrade commercial property frontages in
Langholm, launches today.
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Headteacher pledges that no exam pupil will be disadvantaged

Full story: Page 3
WHAT’S ON

Langholmite in
lockdown

WE ARE now into our fourth
week in lockdown which came
in on Sunday, March 15.
Full story: Page 14
SPORT

“Bomber” Command

PROFESSIONAL rugby player Robin “Bomber” Hislop has
secured his future with his
team after he agreed a twoyear contract extension.
Full story: Page 16
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Jen Grieve makes a cheeful sight as she delivers Canonbie’s post over Easter

Canonbie’s post-bunny
Canonbie postie Jen Grieve had a spring in her step on Good
Friday when she went out on her deliveries around the village
dressed as the Easter bunny to keep up the morale of those
isolating during the pandemic lockdown.

NO LANGHOLM Academy
pupils, due to sit their exams
next month, will be disadvantaged by their cancellation,
their headteacher has pledged.
Lauren McLean-Gill, headteacher of the Langholm and
Canonbie Schools Cluster, said
it was a shame for the pupils
that the schools had been forced
to close at this time.
“We’re getting updates from
the SQA (Scottish Qualifications
Authority) quite frequently at
the moment.
“It’s working on pulling together all the evidence it needs
to support what the young people would have achieved had
they had the opportunity to take
their exams.
“We want the best for our
pupils and it’s a shame that this
has happened to them.
“I believe the SQA is working
really hard to come up with an
approach to ensure pupils will
be credited with the awards
they would have got if they
had sat their exams and we
trust the system.
“The academy is ranked 19th
in Scotland for Highers’ results
so we have to be optimistic for
the pupils. The staff are working
hard behind the scenes to get
them their accreditation.”
Mrs McLean-Gill said senior
members of staff were taking a
day each to be in the school so
there was someone to answer
the phone and take queries.
“It’s a very different way of
working for us. We want the
pupils back and get back to
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normal as soon as possible but
we have to be guided by the
government.
“Social isolation is not easy
and we also want the pupils to
concentrate on their health and
mental well-being as well as
on their work.
“Unfortunately, our netball
team had qualified for the Scottish final and were due to play
next week so that’s disappointing.”
Lessons are continuing online
and children of key workers
can attend school, while those
entitled to free school meals
are coming in for those.
The school has been deepcleaned so many classrooms
are closed. Each time a room
is used it is cleaned. Contact is
kept to a minimum.
Mrs McLean-Gill said: “We’re
providing childcare for the
whole cluster between 9am and
3pm each day and can have
anything from two to six pupils.
“The teaching staff, learning
support staff, janitors, cooks
are on board offering their time
to provide this essential childcare. It’s very much an attitude
of we want to help and do everything we can to support the
community.
“When the pupils come in,
we have to be careful with
social distancing and they are
kept apart.
“They do online learning
which the teachers are sending,
play distance games and do art
and crafts. We’re keeping them
entertained.” >Turn to page 2

Deaths

Church Notices

GRIEVE

Annie Christina Grieve of Thomas Telford Road,
Langholm. Passed away peacefully in Cumberland
Infirmary on 12th April 2020. Dear wife of the late
James, much loved mother of Christine and
James and grandmother of Stuart.
Funeral private.

MAJER

Ellen Martin Majer (nee Fiddes) peacefully passed
away at Lydiafield Care Home on Monday 13th
April 2020, aged 94 years.
Dearly beloved wife of the late Miro, much loved
sister, mother, mother-in-law, granny and greatgranny.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning
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Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Sunday 19th April
s
ice D
Morning
E ce
ervWorship
L
S
l
ti
Al CEL r 10am
Liddesdale
no
N the
A
r
Canonbie
C l fu 11.30am
ti
un
Services led by

Rev Tom Seaward
All welcome

Charity no. SCO00717

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Sunday 19th April
Langholm 10am
s
Westerkirk
ce1.30pm
rvi LED ce
e
i
lS
Al CEL r not
e
N
Mondays
&
Fridays
h
C A l f ur t
ti
9.10am
Langholm
un
Daily Worship
Services led by
Rev Dr Robert Pickles
Charity no. SCO11946

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

share the news of any..........

• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on
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Paramedic is committed to the service
LONG-SERVING paramedic
Hazel Jeffrey is among those who
have found themselves on the
frontline of the coronavirus
pandemic.
Hazel has worked for the Scottish
Ambulance Service for more than
20 years. She lives in Henry Street
with husband, David, and their two
children Callum and Hannah.
Like many health workers, Hazel
shows great fortitude in the face of
this unprecedented crisis and knows
she has to get on with her job.
David, who works for Latimers of
Langholm, has been furloughed so
is staying at home to looking after
the children. Hazel says Callum is
devastated he can’t do his exams.
She admits that coping with the
lockdown at the beginning was hard
because so much was happening
and everything was changing
rapidly on a daily basis.
Hazel said: “Hannah didn’t realise
on the day the school was closing
that it was happening until someone
put a post on Facebook that it was
her last day at primary school.
“I had so much to think about that
it didn’t hit us until that morning. I
didn’t have time to process it.”
But the family has adapted to the
changes. Hannah posted a video on
Facebook after creating an obstacle
course in the garden and she and
Callum took part in the Youth
Rugby video.
Hazel has continued with her
normal shifts and is doing overtime
when necessary.
She said: “It’s like living in two
different worlds; being at home is
one world and being at work is a
totally different one.
“I did watch the news to begin
with but I got too stressed with it. I
just need to concentrate on what I
have to do in my own bubble.
“I’m the designated shopper
because I’m out anyway. The others

Hazel Jeffrey with colleagues Melvin Hair, left, and Greig Hansen with their 20-year
long-service medals

are staying in but get their daily
exercise if they want it. At least I
know where they are.
“The thought of bringing the virus
back to the family is the worst bit.
That’s the toughest part. I’m exposed
and feel it’s a big responsibility. I
chose this job and I’m happy to do it
but my family didn’t.
“I think David was stressed about
me going to work but the stress
level has gone down now.
“I have my own room and David
and the kids don’t use the front door.
I keep my uniform by the door and
take off my boots outside.”
in
lives
mother
Hazel’s
Newcastleton and she has always
visited her a few times a week.
She said: “She has dementia and
now I can’t go. I’ve always been
there for her. She has carers going
in but I feel I’m a risk. My sister
still visits her.”
She has been overwhelmed by the
NHS clap being held every
Thursday at 8pm.
“On the first Thursday I was
working at 8pm but I didn’t think
the clap was for us. We went

outside and put on the lights and the
horn and people were thanking us.
It was quite emotional.
“I have to say the clapping gave
me a right morale boost to think
that folk came out and did that.”
She said everyone in the
ambulance service was happy to do
their jobs.
“I feel like I shouldn’t moan about
it because it’s my job but we didn’t
really expect to be in this position.
“Going to work keeps things
normal, even though they’re not
normal. David has hardly been out
of the house; he doesn’t have any
form of escape.”
Hazel plays in the pipe band and
she says it’s a lifeline for her being
able to chat to the others online.
She and the family have also been
doing a lot of baking, although it’s
hard to get flour and yeast, and
Hannah is proud to have completed
the Five Hills challenge in a week
with her dad.
Hazel said: “We’ll look back on
this and will never forget it. There
will be some nice things to come
out of it as well.”

More kids eligible for free meals
> From Page 1

Mrs McLean-Gill said: “We were
getting a handful of children in
for dinners. The challenge is that,
with social distancing, families
don’t want to leave the house and
come in for a dinner so we’ve organised home deliveries.
“Across the cluster there are
more pupils who qualify for free
school meals than are having them.
“We’ve sent messages to parents
who are entitled but it is up to
them whether they come in.”
Families, who receive a council
tax reduction, are now eligible
for free school meals during the
COVID-19 crisis.
Dumfries and Galloway Council
has extended its criteria for free

school meals. It is calculated that
another 600 families can now get
free school meals for their children.
The current Scottish government
criteria are: income support; jobseeker's allowance (income-based);
employment and support allowance (income-based); child
tax credit on its own, with an annual taxable income of less than
£16,105; child tax credit and working tax credit with an annual taxable income of less than £6,900;
support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;
and universal credit with a monthly
earned income of no more than
£610.
People can apply for council
tax reduction at

www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/151
62/Housing-benefit
Anyone unable to apply online
can email housingandcounciltax@dumgal.gov.uk or ring 030
33 33 3006 and leave their name
and address so someone can call
them back.
For delivery or collection of free
school meals register at www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/20674/COVID19-schools-and-childcare
Staff are exceptionally busy but
calls will be returned and applications processed as quickly as
possible.
Councillor Elaine Murray, council leader, said: “Residents are
currently having to deal with extremely challenging circumstances
and we’re doing all we can to

help and support them through
the crisis.
“Extending our criteria for free
school meals will reduce the pressures on many families by ensuring
their children receive a nutritious
meal each day.”

Langholm Academy

Langholm gets £60k
boost for shopfronts
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Easter egg
winners

LANGHOLM’S Co-op store ran
a children’s drawing competition
over the Easter weekend.
Staff were inspired by all the
rainbow pictures in houses around
the town so decided they would
like some to brighten up the store.
All the youngsters, who took
part, were rewarded with Easter
eggs as prizes.
Staff had intended picking winners but they were all such great
pictures it was too hard to pick a
winner so everyone got an Easter
egg.
If anyone else would like to
draw something, keep on handing
them in and the staff will put
them up around the store.
____________________

Virus scam
warning

POLICE are warning the public
of a scam which is taking advantage of people’s generosity during
the coronavirus crisis.
They are aware of an email
going around which appears as
if from the government and NHS
and is asking for charitable
donations to help fund their
efforts.
Criminals will use any opportunity they can to defraud the
public out of money, often
impersonating professional and
legitimate organisations.
Don’t allow yourself to be pressured into donating money and
never make donations by cash or
gift card or send money through
transfer agents such as Western
Union or Moneygram.
Be sceptical if you receive an
email, text or WhatsApp in relation to #Coronavirus and never
click on any attachments or links.
Never provide personal data
such as your full name, address
and date of birth. Scammers can
use this information to steal your
identity.
More information on dealing
with scams and fraud is available
from Trading Standards Scotland
and Citizens Advice Scotland or
at http://ow.ly/G5yg50yQ4qu
____________________

Illegal rod
fishing

RESIDENTS in Liddesdale are
being asked to be alert after reports
of illegal fishing in the Borders.
Poachers are using rod and line
to steal salmon and sea trout without a permit.
PC Steven Irvine, wildlife crime
officer, said: “We believe poachers
may be taking advantage of rivers
being quieter than normal because
of the current restrictions on travel
and the limited amount of time
people are spending outdoors.”
Ring the police on 101 or call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

A TOWN centre improvement scheme,
which provides half of the funding to
upgrade commercial property frontages
in Langholm, launches today.
The scheme will encourage the emergence of quality shopfront design in
Langholm and the use of traditional
and attractive design principles, components and materials to create appealing,
characterful, contemporary streets.
Support is available to business
premises within Langholm and priority
will be given to businesses facing on to
the High Street, although this does not
in itself guarantee an award of funding.
The scheme is funded by Dumfries
and Galloway Council and will be
administered by SURF (Scotland’s
Regeneration Forum) on behalf of a
steering group with representatives of
the community council, regeneration
group and the council.
The scheme will help create attractive
shops and streets, including, well-kept
shopfronts which showcase traditional
design in a contemporary setting and
appealing streets with a unique character;
places where people want to meet, linger,
visit, shop and enjoy.
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The scheme will support wider
improvements to the retail environment,
including supporting the town’s economy
and supply of jobs by increasing trade
potential, community enterprise activity
and the town’s general retail offer. It
will preserve and enhance Langholm’s
special character, change perceptions
of Langholm and bring vacant shops
back into productive use for the benefit
of the community.
It will also raise awareness of traditional
shopfronts and their significance and
attractiveness to shopkeepers and the
wider public.

Simple

Awards will be made through the
scheme on a first-come, first-served
basis until the project funds of £60,000
are spent or before the end of the project
in March 2022.
The application process will be kept
as simple as possible within the conditions of the grant provided.
Applicants should be able to demonstrate they meet the basic criteria of the
grant and make proposals based on
good design principles.
Details of the scheme and how to

Langholm High Street is empty now but a scheme to improve shopfronts launches today

apply will be available from today on
www.surf.scot/Langholm.
Applications for the first round should
be made by May 28.

If anyone has any queries about the
scheme, please contact the grant
administrator Peter Renwick at
peter@surf.scot or on 07701 352 473.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Welcome to

the new website for the E & L Advertiser

At a time when we are continually being reminded to stay at
home, we have decided now is the time to launch our new
website and hope that it helps everyone in Eskdale and Liddesdale
to keep in touch with what is happening locally. In these troubled
times, self-isolating at home is a challenging experience and the
more rural our home, the more difficult it can be to get to our
local shops and buy our everyday needs, including our weekly
copy of the E&L.

We had planned an all singing, all dancing website with
subscriptions, interactions and a full digital version of the E&L
but that will come later once the coronavirus, COVID-19, has
been consigned to the history books.
Aye, the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley !

In the meantime, we hope that you will get some enjoyment from this abbreviated version which will become available early
next week where you can access articles from each week’s E&L as well as recent editions of the digital version of the E&L.

Hopefully, this will enable you to keep up with what is happening in Eskdale and Liddesdale and we can all look forward
to the launch of the completed version of www.eladvertiser.co.uk later in the year.
And once you’ve tried it, let us know what you think of it – sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

Ally Hall is delighted with his Easter egg

Erin Nicholson is excited that the Easter Bunny visited

Jayden McVittie gives the thumbs-up for his Easter egg

THE Easter Bunny did not let down the children of Canonbie last weekend, overcoming the
difficulties posed by the coronavirus and bringing a smile to their faces.
Ninety chocolate Easter eggs were delivered by members of Canonbie community council to all
the nursery and primary children in an effort to help lift their spirits during the current lockdown.
The children are not only affected by the current health scare but also missing social contact with
their friends and families.
Thanks go to Paul Owen, Aldi Kingstown manager, for generously donating 30 Easter eggs and to
Carol Midwood, community council secretary, for collecting them.

Letters to the editor

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser,
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Try crossing No guilt trip
the bridge

ONLY two food shops in
Langholm! Who is the person who
has never been over the Langholm
bridge?
After more than 50 years in the
trade from the Market Place to the
Mini Market in the High Street and
from Henry Street to finally (I hope)
Thomas Telford Road, does this person know Langholm or has been
here only five minutes?
Good luck to David and Ryan in
their butchers’ shops but where
would the locals have been without
Kirkup’s when we had no butcher.
Obviously, they never heard of them
either.
I think I’d better give my name
and address just in case more people
don’t know of my existence.
The shop has been featured twice
in four months with photos in the
E&L Advertiser so they can’t read
either.
John Ritchie
New Town Convenience Store
Thomas Telford Road

MAY I reply through your
columns to the letter “Please stay
indoors” (E&L Advertiser, April
9).
The first point I must take issue
with is that there is a shop in
Langholm which pre-dates the Cooperative and Londis and has made
deliveries in the town for as long as
folk can remember.
John Ritchie's New Town Convenience Store often gets forgotten
about by such as Name and Address
Supplied, yet his service to the folk
of Langholm is now and always
has been exemplary.
Secondly, what a horrid guilt trip
the author of that letter tried to lay
on 'selfish people who travel to
Carlisle and Hawick', asserting they
will bring the virus here to have
'catastrophic consequences' in our
town.
There are many key workers, who
live in Langholm, yet have to travel
for their work. Does the author's
sweeping statement include those
who put their own lives at risk for
the sake of those in hospital?
It is maybe unfortunate that the
timing of the letter was after the
death of a resident from COVID-19.

In these trying times surely we
need to be together as a community,
not lashing out through fear.
Only today, I heard of a resident,
who has lived in town for seven
years, being told 'to go back where
you come from' in an argument
about the 2m distancing rule. Another
person lashing out at a human being.
We are all in this together, no
matter whether we are Scottish by
birth or by choice.
I would ask that we use all local
shops for our needs, not only now
but also in the future.
They have done sterling work for
us so far. Stay indoors as much as
possible and keep to the social distancing guidelines as near as possible
when out for essentials or exercise.
But the biggest favour I ask is that
we all show compassion for our fellow Langholm residents, encompass
all who live here and try to overcome
the obvious fear over this virus by
being a community.
After living in the area since 1995,
I would not want to live anywhere
else. Langholm is known as a friendly
town; don't let the few take away
that great reputation.
Eileen Longworth.
Henry St.

We really are
supremely blest

FIRSTLY, I refer to the anonymous letter “Please
stay indoors” (E&L Advertiser, April 9) pleading
with Langholmites to stay at home to help reduce
the spread of the virus.
It rightly reminded us of the support and help our
shops and services are providing.
If it weren’t for them, we’d be forced to travel to
Hawick and Carlisle. We are lucky to be self-sufficient
and have no need to travel, thus risking bringing
COVID-19 to Langholm.
I hope when this is over, we will remember those
who stood by us when we needed them most and
return their loyalty.
The letter was so eloquently written and I fully
echo and support all points therein.
There’s no place I’d rather be than Langholm and
the gratitude I feel towards Langholmites for allowing
me the privilege of making it my home overwhelm
me.
It’s why I thought of Billy Young’s heartfelt and
beautiful rendition of A Wee Bit Toon, (YouTube
video) reminding everyone what an incredibly special
place Langholm is.
I’ve listened to it most days since lockdown began
and it is uplifting, yet emotional, and makes gratitude
overtake the negative emotions of today’s predicament.
I feel so blessed to share “That wee bit toon that lies
near Whita Hill”.
I’d therefore like to add my voice to the plea and
say please stay at home, stay safe and protect our national treasure - our NHS and protect Langholm.
Ros Collins
Becks Knowe

Nurse catches virus
from hospital patient
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Langholm woman had sore throat, cough and was short of breath
A LANGHOLM nurse, who
works at the Cumberland
Infirmary in Carlisle, is recovering from the coronavirus
after being infected at work.
Pam Stewart, who lives in
Henry Street with husband,
Gordon, a lorry driver, is deputy
sister in the cardiology department at the city hospital.
Her department is a clean area,
free from COVID-19, so the
staff don’t wear personal protective clothing.
Pam said: “A week last
Saturday I took the dog for a
walk but felt really tired so I
didn’t go as far.
“In the afternoon my temperature started going up and I felt
like I had flu.
“I got tested on Monday and
got my result the next day so it
was an anxious wait. Several
others at work tested positive.”
She added: “It felt like flu and
made me a bit short of breath. I
had a sore throat, a cough and
headache and was tired but my
temperature came down.”

Pam was advised by her work
to self-isolate for seven days
and because Gordon was at
home, he had to self-isolate for
14 days.
The cardiology department is
not meant to have any patients
with COVID-19 symptoms.
Pam said: “We were sent a
patient who had tested negative
but then developed symptoms
so was tested again and came
back positive.

Protective

“The staff looking after him
for those two to three days did
not wear any protective gear
and it’s gone through all of us,
about 10 to 12 people, and
they’ve all been off work.”
Pam is due to return to work
on Saturday but she has exposed
Gordon to the virus so he will
likely get it.
“We’ve had people doing shopping for us and we’ve been getting deliveries. Gordon’s
nephew, Hayden Goodfellow,
has helped them and my par-

Pam Stewart, left, and her colleagues raise money for charity last year by
abseiling down the Civic Centre in Carlisle

ents-in-law have looked after
the dog.”
Pam’s daughter, Ellice
Brannan, works in the intensive
care unit at the Freeman Hospital
in Newcastle and, for her, the
hardest part of her job is the
fact that families can’t visit their
loved ones in hospital.
Family life has changed con-

Applauding our NHS

Anne and Alison Reid do their bit to thank the NHS

WITH the major disruption to everyday lives
in the country, several groups of people continue
to go to work every day to keep vulnerable
people safe in their communities.
NHS and other key workers put themselves at
risk working closely with potentially infected
patients.
Many people in the UK have called on Britons
to show their appreciation with spontaneous
applause from their front doors, gardens or balconies.
Last Thursday was the third week, in which
many neighbours stood at their doors and on the
pavements outside their homes to clap.
In Henry Street Anne Reid, a member of
Langholm Town Band, played her euphonium at
her door with her mum, Alison, holding up the
music on her mobile phone.
Alison said: “The banding community all over
the UK set up the idea for musicians to play
Somewhere over the Rainbow from the Wizard
of Oz. It was set up so all play to the same
musical arrangement.”
Other members who joined in were John and
Christine Calvert, who played in their garden,
Michael Cubbon played in Dumfries and Connor
Mitchell played in Newcastleton.
Piper Paul Mitchell also played from the top of
Jimmy’s Brae.
Tonight we will clap again for our frontline
workers at 8pm and town band member Glen
Laidlaw will play his trombone from his doorstep
in Drove Road.
We would love to see your photos and hear your
stories if out showing your appreciation.
Please email to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
or sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

siderably for Louise and Chris
Tait and their children,
Christopher and Danny of
Holmwood Drive, Langholm.
Louise is a learning assistant
at the school but is going in
only once a week now.
Her husband works for a
builder in Ecclefechan so isn’t
currently working, while

Christopher is going to work at
Cochran Boilers which is supplying the Nightingale field hospital in London.
Danny is in S4 at the academy
and was due to sit his National
5 exams.
Louise said: “Chris has been
furloughed which is good; we
aren not feeling anxious about
paying our mortgage. I’m receiving my normal pay.
“We’re looking after our mothers and shopping for them and
I’ve put my name down to help
with the meals on wheels at the
day centre but haven’t been
called on yet.
“We do shop locally but, because we have two hungry boys,
I go to Asda and use Kirkup’s
and Cochranes Nurseries.”
The whole family took part in
the Langholm Youth Rugby
video.
Louise said: “You just have
to make the best of a bad situation and stay healthy. Since the
lockdown, the weather has been
amazing.”
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Eskdale’s
take-away

THE Eskdale Hotel in
Langholm has thanked everyone
for supporting its take-home
service over the last few weeks.
The service has been very
popular and apologies to those
who have been unable to get
through or we have been unable
to accommodate because of the
high demand.
John Galloway, co-owner,
said: “We have to ensure we
observe and practise social distancing ,where possible, which
means we are operating with a
reduced team at this time to
help ensure we keep everyone
as safe as we can.
“We are also operating this
service on a time slot for collections, again to minimise our
guest contact with others.
“These measures do mean limiting the number of take-home
meals we can provide on any
one day.
“Our phones are manned
Thursday to Sunday from 1pm
to 2.30pm and from 5pm to
8pm.
“To avoid disappointment, we
recommend you call to place
your order the day before if
you wish to use this service.”
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Farming on the Border

Be responsible on
walks on farmland

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Fly-tipping is
illegal and ugly

SCOTLAND’S leading rural
and environmental organisations have condemned the
rise in fly-tipping in the countryside, making it look like a
giant tip.
The statement was issued by
Sarah-Jane Laing, chief
executive, Scottish Land &
Estates; Andrew McCornick,
president, NFUS, Alan Dron,
rural crime co-ordinator,
Scottish Partnership Against
Rural Crime, Barry Fisher, chief
executive, Keep Scotland Beautiful, and Iain Gulland, chief
executive,
Zero
Waste
Scotland.
They said: “Over the past few
weeks we have seen Scotland’s
beautiful countryside being
blighted even more with people’s junk.
“Farmers’ fields, laybys and
lanes have become hot spots
for DIY remnants, unwanted
furniture and garden waste.
“At a time when farmers are
working around the clock to
provide food for the nation and
keep their businesses running,
despite being short staffed, it
is heart breaking to see their
land being used as a giant tip.
“Local authorities have been
forced to temporarily reduce or
suspend some services because
of the crisis but they are prioritising essential services to protect public health.
“Dealing with flytipping at
this time puts added pressure
on this limited resource.
“We are pleading with people
not to be selfish. Now is not
the time to get rid of items after

a spring clean or DIY project.
“We’re urging you to keep
them at home until recycling
centres reopen and charities
begin to collect furniture and
clothing again.
“Don’t be taken in by offers
of cheap disposal; that’s likely
to lead to others fly-tipping
your items.

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward 5,173 sheep comprising 3,551
prime hoggs, 140 store hoggs and
1,482 cast ewes and rams at the
weekly sale at Longtown on Thursday, April 9.
A small entry of cast cows, with
meat in short supply, was forward
to the usual buyers and trade remained buoyant for all classes,
therefore more still required weekly
to fulfil demand.
Cows to 112p from Williams Jones
Farms Ltd, South Muasdale, Argyll.
Bulls to 110p for Simmental from
Waterhead of Dryfe Ltd and 105p
for Limousin from JW Davidson &
Co, Crosslee.
There is also a regular market for
store cattle at these Thursday sales.
Another good entry of prime hoggs
sold to an increased ring of buyers,
ensuring export hoggs maintained
last week’s high rates of return.
Heavy hoggs proved harder to cash.

Topping the sale at 320ppk was a
pen of Beltex hoggs from B Ryder,
Newton Cottage. Top price per head
was £135 for Beltex hoggs from R
& M Paterson, Upper Auchenlay.
Best Beltex hoggs sold to great
returns, with many pens breaching
300ppk
Light hoggs were again dearer on
the week, topping at 291p for Texels
from D G Cunningham, Walkerdyke.
Hill hoggs sold to £97.50 for
Cheviots from T Norman & Son,
High House, with Blackfaces to
£96 from Riskinhope Trust, Cramalt.
Overall average 209.5p (SQQ
218.6p).
All classes can be sold to vendors’
advantage at Longtown. “Sell live
and thrive.”
For further advice on marketing
your livestock in these difficult
times please do not hesitate to contact our auctioneers: John Walton
07880527066; Nick Woodmass

Dangerous

“Keeping items on your own
property for a few weeks is
better than taking part in a criminal act which could have longer
term consequences, not to mention a fine of up to £40,000.
“Fly-tipping is illegal, ugly
and dangerous. It can harm
lambs, calves and other animals
and wildlife.
“For farmers and other
landowners, it is costly to clean
up. Dealing with litter and flytipping costs an eyewatering
£53m of public money in Scotland every year and that’s only
in relation to public land.
“When fly-tipping is on private
land such as farmers’ fields, it
is down to the owner to have it
removed and foot the bill.
“The costs involved are huge
and the effects are not all financial. Fly-tipping takes time
to clear responsibly, can block
access and cause issues around
health and safety.
“The public can help by acting
as the eyes and ears of their
communities. Report it so it
can be dealt with by the appropriate authority, including the
Dumb Dumpers website and
councils.”

AN APPEAL has been issued
to the public, particularly dog
walkers, to be responsible
when out walking during the
lambing season.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP and Scottish Labour’s rural
economy spokesperson, Rachael
Hamilton, Ettrick, Roxburgh
and Berwickshire MSP
and shadow cabinet secretary
for rural affairs, and Gemma
Cooper, NFU Scotland’s head
of policy, have all received
reports from concerned farmers.
Mr Smyth revealed he had
had a growing number of complaints from farmers that more
people were choosing to take
their daily exercise in fields
and, in some cases, through
busy farmyards, causing additional stress to livestock.
He is urging dog walkers to
keep their pets on a lead and
away from sheep and lambs
during walks.
He said: “I know more people
are trying to get out for daily
exercise, especially in good
weather, but everyone needs to
be responsible.
“There is no excuse to take
dogs off their leads near sheep
or lambs. If a dog scares a
sheep or attacks one, it is likely
the lamb will be lost.
“I have had cases reported to
me of mismothering because

of the countryside away from
their home against government
advice on non-essential travel.
“If we work together and follow advice, we can reduce the
number of animal worrying
incidents which remain an
issue.
Ms Cooper said: “We understand that more people will
want to make the most of the
fresh air and green space but
the impact of increased accesstaking has been immediate and
acute for many farmers.

Littering

Walkers and dog owners are urged to be responsible around livestock

the stress caused to the sheep
by an increase in walkers.
“People should also avoid
walking through busy farmyards
which are dangerous working
environments.

“I have had calls from some
farmers’ groups to urge the government to suspend the right to
roam laws. That would take
legislation and penalise people
who are being sensible.
“I’ve written to Fergus Ewing,
rural economy secretary, urging

the government to step up messaging on the need for people
to be vigilant and if they see
irresponsible behaviour, report
it to the police.”
Mrs Hamilton added: “When
walking or cycling, people must
be mindful that the countryside
is a ‘working’ landscape.
“It’s important to remain on
footpaths and other walkways,
especially during calving and
lambing in fields.
“Exercising regularly is important but people should not
be unnecessarily accessing areas

£100 Kirtlebank. Suffolk £105.50
High Machriemore, £100 Guardsmill
& Westernhopeburn. Mule £101
Westernhopeburn, £100 Roughet
Hill, £99 Westernhopeburn. Cheviot
Mule £100 Roughet Hill. Cheviot
£97.50 High House, £96 Kirkton,
£95.50 West Scales. Blackface £96
Cramalt, £96 Kirkhouse & Pole,
£92.50 Yett & Glenshanna. North
Country Cheviot £94.50 & £91.50
Little Galla, £90 Macharioch.
Swaledale £91 Westernhopeburn.
Herdwick £88 Longrow.
An increased entry of cast ewes
sold was very good to sell and short
of buyers’ requirements, especially
plain ewes.
Topping the sale at £180 were
Texel ewes consigned by Messrs J
Robertson & Son, Becks Farm.
Hill ewes topped at £104 for
Cheviot ewes consigned by T Magnay, Brisco Meadows, with Blackface ewes to £100 consigned by W

Tod, Glenshanna.
Many more are needed weekly
for an increased demand. Please do
not hesitate to contact our auctioneers
for further enquiries.
Heavy ewes: Texel £180 Becks,
£170 West Farm & Nether Stenries.
Beltex £164 Thackwood, £142 Newton Cottage, £138 High Airyolland.
Charollais £150 Thackwood &
Nether Stenries, £142 Hillside, £140
Thackwood. Suffolk £149 Clackmae, £144 Nether Stenries, £142
Thirlestane. Blue Faced Leicester
£126 Barlaes, £125 Nether Stenries,
£116 The Faulds. Bleu Du Maine
£125 Newton Cottage. North Country Cheviot £122 Newton Cottage,
£119 Nether Stenries, £118 South
Corrielaw. Zwartble £121 Brae Edge.
Cheviot Mule £120 Colmslie Hill,
£110 Clackmae, £108 Clynemilton.
Mule £114 Hornby Hall, £113
Shawhill, £112 Golden Lane.
Light ewes: Cheviot £104 Brisco

Suspend

Around the marts

07584200489;
Sam
Hogg
07584207323.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex
320p Newton Cottage, 316p Upper
Auchenlay. Texel 291p & 272p &
268p Walkerdyke, 262p & 259p
Heathery Hall. Charollais 265p
Kirtlebank. Herdwick 256p Orthwaite Hall, 220p Longrow. Cheviot
244p Unthank, 239p Sykehead, 235p
West Scales. Suffolk 237p Heathery
Hall, 229p High Cattadale, 225p
Millriggs. Blackface 235p Sykehead,
228p Heathery Hall & Horseupcleugh, 227p Sykehead. Mule 230p
Heathery Hall, 224p Chapel, 220p
Westernhopeburn. North Country
Cheviot 220p Little Galla, 213p
Townhead, 209p Lawesknowe &
Macharioch.
Principal price (per head): Beltex
£135 Upper Auchenlay, £128 &
£125 & £124 Newton Cottage. Texel
£120 Walkerdyke, £118 Yett, £117
Little Galla. Charollais £109 &

“It’s clear that many people
are unaware of their responsibility when walking or exercising dogs on farmland.
“Members are reporting problems, including littering, gates
left open, crop damage, uncontrolled dogs and access to fields
of newly-lambed ewes and
newly-calved cows.
“Farmers are reporting access
through farm steadings and other
buildings and finding the public
in farmhouse gardens.
“It is important for the public
to understand that farming
activities are food production
and must continue in the crisis.
“We’re asking them to follow
the Outdoor Access Code and
ensure their behaviour does not
make farming any more difficult
than it already is.”

Meadows & Colmslie Hill. Blackface £100 Glenshanna, £98 Highcroach & Nether Stenries. Kerry
Hill £94 Coxhill. Swaledale £91
Horsley Hill, £88 Spoutbank. Easycare £90 Coxhill. Herdwick £82
The Faulds.
Rams: Texel £144 Bidlake, £142
West Farm, £136 Clackmae. Suffolk
£140 Powheads. North Country
Cheviot £122 East Buccleugh.
Hampshire £100 Golden Lane.
Cheviot £94 Auchengray, £92
Rhigolter.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 291
(214.6p); standard to 320.5p
(227.7p); medium to 286p (214p);
heavy to 270p (186p). Ewes: light
to £104 (£74.35); heavy to £180
(£106.91). Rams: £144 (£78.32).

EWM cancels orders
with Asian suppliers
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Millions of pounds worth of lost business has been catastrophic
EDINBURGH Woollen Mill
is among a number of British
retailers to have collectively
cancelled £1.4bn and suspended another £1bn of orders
from Bangladesh.
More than a million
Bangaldeshi garment workers
have been sent home without
pay or have lost their jobs after
EWM, Primark and Matalan
cancelled or suspended £2.4bn
of existing orders in the wake
of the COVID-19 epidemic,
according to data from the
Bangladeshi and Garment
Exporters
Association
(BGMEA).
EWM, which includes
Peacocks and Bonmarché, has
cancelled or suspended £27.1m
worth of orders,
A company spokesperson said
it had cancelled all existing orders, saying: “Our relationships
with suppliers are absolutely
fundamental to our business.
“This is not what we would
ever normally wish to do but
the current circumstances are

such that this is a necessity.”
The BGMEA said the impact
of the cancellations had already
been “catastrophic” for
Bangladesh.
More than one-quarter of the
country’s four million garment
workers have lost their jobs or
been furloughed without pay
because of order cancellations
or the refusal of brands to pay
for cancelled shipments.
A survey of nearly 300
Bangladeshi garment suppliers by the Workers Rights
Consortium (WRC) and Penn
State University, found western
retailers had used force majeure
(unforeseeable circumstances
which prevent someone from
fulfilling a contract) clauses in
their contracts to cancel or suspend orders.

Postponing

Factory owners in Bangladesh
said brands and retailers were
postponing the delivery of
orders, which had already been
produced by garment factories,
so invoices couldn’t be raised.

Inside a Bangladeshi garment factory

They were also cancelling all
upcoming orders and refusing
to pay the cost of raw materials
already bought by suppliers.
“We have had to temporarily
close our factory for the health
and safety of our workers but
we face ruin because brands
and retailers are cancelling

Boost for flood victims

Photo by SuSanA Secretariat

orders which we have already
produced and, if they don’t pay,
I can’t pay the workers,” said
Mostafiz Uddin, chief executive
of the Bangladesh Apparel
Exchange and managing director
of Denim Expert, which supplies
international brands, including
Peacocks, in the UK.

“We have to pay upfront for
all our materials and banks are
blocking my accounts. I can’t
even pay the utility bills.
“We can’t do anything because,
after this is over, we’ll need to
work with these brands again
so are powerless to fight them.”
More than 97 per cent of the
suppliers surveyed by the WRC
and Penn State University said
brands had offered no financial
help in covering the cost of furloughing workers or helping to
pay severance costs.
“What we’re seeing is a wholesale abandoning of workers and
suppliers,” said Scott Nova, executive director of the WRC.
“The way the garment supply
chain is set up means the suppliers take all the risk. They
buy the cloth, hire the workers
and make the clothes but can’t
raise an invoice until the order
is shipped.
“If brands cancel existing
orders and refuse shipment,
invoices can’t be sent and nobody in Bangladesh gets paid.”
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Poster
contest

LANGHOLM, Ewes and
Westerkirk community council
has launched a competition for
Langholm primary schoolchildren
to design a poster encouraging
owners to pick up after their dog
and use a bin.
There are three categories: P1P3, P4-P5 and P6-P7. A winner
from each group will receive a
£10 book token. The winning
posters will be printed and put
up around the town.
Judging the competition are
John Galloway and Stuart
Clement of the community council
and Rachel Norris, editor of the
E&L Advertiser.
Mr Galloway, chairman, said:
“As well as giving us useful
posters to display the competition
will give children the chance to
think creatively about how to
keep their environment clean play
a part in tackling an important
community issue.”
The competition is open from
next Monday until Friday, May
1. Judging will take place after
the lockdown is lifted.
Children can submit their designs through Dojo to their class
teacher or the letterbox of the
E&L office. Please remember to
write your name and class on the
back of the poster.

The
E & L Gallery

Send us your photographs!

The Liddel Water rose rapidly on Saturday, February 15 flooding dozens of houses in Newcastleton

FORTY households in Newcastleton, hit
by floods during Storm Dennis earlier this
year, have been given help, thanks to money
raised in a crowdfunding appeal.
The GoFundMe page was set up online by
villager Jamie Thompson after he’d been
moved by the plight of families, whose
belongings were destroyed in the floods.
He hoped to raise enough to replace a few
of the things they desperately needed and
help them get back on their feet as soon as
possible.
Applications were invited and a committee
set up to decide how best to use the money.
Libby Kennedy, committee member, said
they were all amazed when the appeal raised

£14,500.
Donations ranged from £5 to £1,000, coming
in from individuals, organisations such as
Copshaw Common Riding, people who used
to live in the village, others who have enjoyed
holidays in the area and various church
groups.
The money will make a great difference to
many families.
Libby said: “I spoke to one villager who
was in tears after receiving money from the
fund.
“She and her family had been very badly
hit and had to leave their house on the night
of the flood with just a carrier bag of possessions they’d been able to save.”

Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.

Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Kelvingrove memories
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By Aileen Armstrong
of Langholm

JULIE Maxwell’s Rave
Review of her visit to the
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and
Museum in Glasgow took me
back, very pleasantly, to my
earliest days in the city. Thank
you, Julie.
I was born and spent my first
35 years in the West End of
Glasgow and we Glasgwegians
have a huge affection for
Kelvingrove.
My mother regularly took my
brother and me to visit. The
layout then was much more formal than when Julian Spalding
(former director of Glasgow
Museums) carried out his very
controversial modernising within
the galleries some years ago.
I have to confess, in common
with many others, I much preferred Kelvingrove before its
makeover.
As a child, I was amazed by
the section on the groundfloor
with the animals, like the elephant and giraffe; no floating
heads in my day.
A room of small birds from
all over the world posed in natural settings and there were fascinating exhibits of weapons,
coins, costumes of the world,

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

sculptures and statues and so
much more.
The diorama, which showed
the changing seasons, fascinated
me.
Upstairs were the formal art
galleries. The Scottish School
housed many of the gems of
the Glasgow Boys and Girls.
There were the Dutch School,
Italian School, Old Masters and
Honeyman Room where, as children, we tiptoed from room to
room under the watchful eye of
the uniformed attendants.
There were no interactive, childcentred activities in my day.
A favourite was an area full

The Druids by Glasgow Boys George Henry and Edward Atkinson Hornel

Julian Spalding

of cabinets of wonderful silver,
with many early Scottish pieces.
Dali’s St John of the Cross
hung at the end of a corridor.
Kelvingrove had a magical
quality for me as a child and I
had great pleasure in introducing
my daughter and my grandchildren to its delights.
My last visit was some time
ago to see the Glasgow Boys’

exhibition.
When the current restrictions
are lifted, I know I’ll pay an
overdue return visit and meet
friends for lunch in the excellent
restaurant.
I’ll also look to see whether I
can find some old favourite
painting to revisit.

Christ of St John on the Cross
by Salvador Dali is one of the prize
exhibits at Kelvingrove

Will, our finest poet
AT WHAT turned out to be Westerkirk Guild’s
final meeting before all guild meetings were
suspended Betty Elliot, president, introduced
Billy Young, who gave a most interesting and
inspirational talk on the Borders poet Will H
Ogilvie.
Billy has been a committee member of the Will
H Ogilvie Memorial Trust for many years and
his passion for this man, arguably the finest poet
the Borders has produced, clearly shows through.
Will did not receive the appreciation in his
homeland which he did in Australia where he
spent more than 10 years of his early adulthood.
Will was born on August 21, 1869 and lived to
be 93. His family home was in Ashkirk where he
died and where a memorial tablet can be seen in
the kirk yard.
His ashes were scattered on The Hill Road to
Roberton, about which he wrote a beautiful
poem.
In 1993 a substantial stone memorial cairn,
with a bronze sculpture in the form of a book,
was erected at this spot but was seriously vandalised four years ago and the sculpture stolen.
The trust raised money to replace the cairn
with a complete replica and was fortunate in that
there was an identical bronze in Australia which
could be copied.
This new cairn was unveiled last August to
coincide with the 150th anniversary of Will’s
birth.
Anne Murray, who thanked Billy for his talks,

said: “This will be first on my list of places to
visit when free to do so as I have become totally
captivated by Will Ogilvie’s evocative poetry.”
Anne asked Billy to join members for supper,
which proved to be our ‘last supper’ for a good
while.

Bridge over the Atlantic

IN SEPTEMBER 2018 I made
an attempt to catch up with
collecting some more of my
Scottish Inhabited Islands by
spending a week on the west
coast.
My objective was to visit several islands which were fairly
easy to get to but had been
lower on my priorities to visit.
These were the Slate Islands
just off Oban. Like all my island
adventures, the travelling is part
of the adventure.
In this case, it was the Calmac
ferry from Ardrossan to Arran
where we spent a couple of
nights and then the Lochranza
ferry to the Kintyre Peninsula
where we headed to Tayinloan
for a quick visit to Gigha.
Gigha, or Gods Island as it is
nicknamed, is only four miles
off the Kintyre Peninsular.
It has had a succession of private owners until, in 2002, it
was bought by the community.
Its future now looks far more
certain and its population has
expanded.
After a few hours on Gigha,
we headed to just north of Oban
for the main purpose of our trip,
to visit the Slate Islands.
We based ourselves at North
Connel which gave us easy
access to all the islands we
planned to visit.
The first of the Slate Islands
is Seil and it is reached by The
Bridge over the Atlantic or to
give it its proper name, Clachan
Bridge.
It was built in 1792/3 and was
originally designed to have two
arches but the builder decided
to just have the single arch and
it is, indeed, a very imposing
structure.

The Will H Ogilvie cairn overlooks Harden Glen

The winding road to Roberton is little
marked of wheels,
And lonely past Blawearie runs the track to
Borthwickshiels,
Whitslade is slumbering undisturbed and
down in Harden Glen
The tall trees murmur in their dreams of
Wat’s mosstrooping men.
A distant glint of silver, that is Ale’s last
goodbye,
Then Greatmoor and Windburgh against a
purple sky,

The long line of the Carter, Teviotdale flung
wide,
And a slight stir in the heather—a wind from
the English side.
The hill road to Roberton’s a steep road to
climb,
But where your foot has crushed it you can
smell the scented thyme,
And if your heart’s a Border heart, look
down to Harden Glen,
And hear the blue hills ringing with the
restless hoofs again.
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By Gavin Graham

The Hill Road to Roberton

The hill road to Roberton: Ale Water at our
feet,
And grey hills and blue hills that melt away
and meet,
With cotton-flowers that wave to us and lone
whaups that call,
And over all the Border mist—the soft mist
over all.
When Scotland married England long, long
ago,
The winds spun a wedding-veil of moonlight
and snow,
A veil of filmy silver that sun and rain had
kissed,
And she left it to the Border in a soft grey
mist.
And now the dreary distance doth wear it
like a bride,
Out beyond the Langhope Burn and over
Essenside,
By Borthwick Wa’s and Redfordgreen and on
to wild Buccleuch
And up the Ettrick Water, til it fades into the
blue.
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The 10-man Lismore ferry

The main village on Seil is
Ellenabeich, a community of
whitewashed former slate workers’ cottages.
From Ellenabeich you can get
a small ferry to Easdale which
is the smallest permanently
inhabited island in the Inner
Hebrides.
The whole land area of Easdale
was heavily worked for slate
and there are many flooded pits.
The life of the slate quarries
ended abruptly in 1881 when a

Clachan Bridge to Seil or The Bridge over the Atlantic

huge storm resulted in the sea
breaking into the main pits
which were well below sea level.
Easdale is a lovely island and
it has a bar and restaurant, along
with a very nice Folk Museum.
It annually holds the world
stone-skimming championships
in September.

Luing

After a few hours on Easdale,
we returned on the little, 10man ferry to Seil and headed
down to the third of the group
of Slate Islands, Luing.
There is a small car ferry from
Cuan which takes only five minutes to cross the Cuan Sound
between the two islands.
The main slate-mining village
on Luing is Cullipool and slate
mining continued here until the
1960s. At its peak 150 miners
produced 700,000 slates a year.
Luing is also famous for a
breed of cattle produced by the
Cadzow family in 1947 from a
cross between Beef Shorthorn
and Highland cattle.
Our final two days in the area
were partly spoiled by the
famous Scottish weather but I
was determined to visit another
three of my islands, Kerrera,
Lismore and Eriska.
The island of Lismore is
reached by a small passengeronly ferry from Port Appin so,
while Gaye sat and read a book
in the car, I crossed over on the
ferry and walked a few miles
on the island, returning an hour
later on the ferry.
We did the same at Kerrera
on the ferry from Gallanach

A huge storm in 1881 resulted in the sea breaking on to the main pits at the slate quarry on Easdale

which can take a couple of cars
but, by this time, the weather
was pretty bad so it was a short
walk on the island and back
again on the ferry.
The final island was the tiny
island of Eriska at the mouth of
Loch Creran. This can be crossed
by a road bridge but the bridge
is reserved for use by guests of
The Isle of Eriska Hotel.
This hotel and spa is one of
Scotland’s most romantic retreats
and offers five-star accommodation as well as a fine dining
restaurant.

My five-day trip took in eight
islands and 12 separate ferry
journeys.
At a time when overseas holidays may not be possible for
some time Scotland has such a
lot to offer and, despite the
weather sometimes not being
so great, you can have a great
adventure visiting these places.
If you are a walker like me,
there is no better place in the
world than Scotland and, if you
are lucky to get good weather,
you are truly blessed.
Once the lockdown is over,

give a holiday in Scotland a go
in the future and I am sure you
will not be disappointed.
Part of the adventure is planning your journeys and this can
be as much fun as the actual
trip.
My advice is to take your time
and don’t rush your journeys
because there is something of
interest to see everywhere and
meeting the locals and using
the cafes and hotels or B&Bs
as much as possible.
____________________

From a reader’s point of view
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Sophie Mitchell’s column in the February/March
edition of E&L Life about the advantages of growing
up in a small village inspired reader Jane Kettle to
put pen to paper.
People have all sorts of reasons for moving to this area.
For Jane and husband, Alan,
it was all down to a certain
bird . . .
“Our background has
always been the outdoor life.
Alan was a gardener and
farm worker for many years
and I was a farmer’s daughter
with an eye for anything connected with wildlife and
nature.
We have lived in a few villages in the UK and, after
selling our house in January
last year, we could not decide
where to live.
We had looked at the Isle
of Wight, Cumbria (far too
busy) and Anglesey and none
of these really ticked any
boxes.
We had decided and were
in the process of buying
a house at Newark in
Nottinghamshire when I
announced I would like to
see a lek which, for your
information, is black grouse
doing a strutting and posturing
display at dawn.
A quick look online and I
found Wild Eskdale. I booked
and we came up in April last
year.
We had beautiful weather
and Kevin Cumming was so
knowledgeable and a fantastic guide, making the visit
truly special.

On
driving
back
to
Lincolnshire, we ruminated
on our house purchase in
Newark and both thought this
area was much more in line
with what we wanted.
On returning home, I found
a cottage for sale in
Canonbie. We came up to
view it a few days later and
bought it.

Vibrant

It is the best retirement area
we could have chosen.
Canonbie is so vibrant and
the only downside to living
here is that we can’t do
everything.
The shop, doctor’s surgery,
Cross Keys Hotel and hairdresser are there for all.
There are bowls, tennis,
the café, lunch club and gentle aerobics, to name just a
few of the activities.
The bus services are
invaluable, especially with
the over 60s’ bus pass.
There’s just so much to do
and enjoy.
The Buccleuch Centre in
Langholm where we have
volunteered our services is
a great venue for all sorts of
entertainment and the café
is wonderful, too.
It is so nice to be on firstname terms with the people
we meet and we find everyone so friendly. We are bad

Village life in Canonbie suits Jane and Alan Kettle down to the ground

at forgetting a few names so
please forgive us.
With the scenery and
wildlife, we could not live in
a better place.
In all the places we have
lived previously, Canonbie is
outstanding in every respect.

Jane and Alan Kettle are delighted to have chosen Canonbie for their retirement

A black grouse ‘lecking’
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European connections
by Freya McCall
of Langholm

I CONTACTED Lea Moyon,
a French teenager living in
Northern France, and Claudia
Sancho, a university student,
who lives in Bilbao, Spain to
find out how this crisis has
affected their countries and
general life.
Lea and Claudia have both
enjoyed visiting Langholm several times in the past.
I asked them how life had
changed for them during the
crisis.
Lea said: “The main change
is that schools are closed so I
have to study for my exams by
myself and my brother Baptiste’s
exams have been cancelled.
“My brother and I used to go
to our friends’ houses a lot and
now we obviously can’t go anymore.
“We were doing sports like
running, swimming, fencing and
horse riding and now we are
not allowed to do them anymore.”
Claudia said: “My father, the
owner of a small company, had
to close his shops and my mother
and my brother telework at
home. I am receiving university
classes via videocalls.
“In Spain Easter is a time for
vacations, good weather, travel
and tourism. We had planned a
small trip but we had to cancel.
“The coronavirus crisis has
had an impact on the hotel,
tourism and leisure sector in
Spain.
“It is important to note the
cultural shock which isolation
has had on the Spanish people.
We have a deep-rooted feeling
of community and this situation
has separated us.”
Are your countries under a
strict lockdown?
Lea said: “France is under
lockdown but we don’t have a

curfew where I live. If we go
out, we have to testify we are
doing only necessary shopping.
Otherwise, we have to pay a
fine.”
Claudia replied: “The government decreed a state of alert on
Saturday, March 14.
“Educational activities at all
levels were suspended and a
state of confinement was
imposed on everybody.
“Shops, bars and restaurants
were closed and any type of
sport, cultural or social gathering
was prohibited.
“Two weeks later all nonessential activities were stopped
and now only shops like supermarkets, pharmacies and hospitals are allowed.
“The Spanish government has
approved a rule to locate all
citizens and check by mobile
phone whether a citizen is where
he declares to be.”
How are you coping being
away from friends?
Lea said: “My brother and I
are doing Facetime with our
friends. We also send each other
funny videos or pictures.”

How do you think young
people in particular are
responding to the pandemic?
Lea replied: “I think that in
France and also other places in
the world young people realise
it’s important to respect the
lockdown and rules in place to
stop the pandemic as soon as
we can.
“But some people still don’t
realise how dangerous it can be
for them and their families to
go outside and meet people.
Some don’t respect the rules
and that’s really a shame.”

What activities are you doing
to pass the time?
Lea said: “During the day we
have schoolwork. After

Claudia Sancho from Bilbao, Spain

Bilbao in Spain showing the Guggenheim Museum

that, we do some sports in our
garden, like table tennis and
dancing.
“We watch Netflix, read, cook
dinner or do homework. We
hope we’ll be able to use our
pool soon because it’s getting
warmer.”
Claudia added: “I spend my
time studying and doing university tasks.
“I also spend a lot of time
with family, exercising, watching
films, cooking. My friends and
I find ways to meet through
video call and talk while drinking a beer together, like we
would normally do.
Every day at 8pm everyone
claps from their windows as a
sign of gratitude to all the health
personnel who take care of citizens in hospitals. After the
applause, our neighbours put
music on and we sing.”

Freya McCall from Langholm

Photo by Xabier

How important do you think
communication between different communities and countries is at this time?
Claudia replied: “I think communication is crucial. We are
facing a global pandemic which
could change our way of living.
“In my opinion, international
collaboration and solidarity with
the poorest countries where this
virus could have even more
catastrophic consequences
because of their lack of
resources, should be reason
enough to collaborate to fight
this pandemic together.”
Freya writes: “It was really
interesting hearing how Lea and
Claudia are coping in their
respective European countries.
“We look forward to them visiting Langholm again when
restrictions are lifted.”

Book recommendation
of the week: Starfish by
Akemi Dawn Bowman.

Lockdown
support

NEWCASTLETON’S community resilience team has stepped
up to help people through the
coronavirus lockdown.
The crisis added to the village’s
troubles, coming as it did on
top of the worst flood the residents had ever experienced.
About 90 properties were
flooded during Storm Dennis
in February and many people
had to leave their homes.
The team is led by Nicol and
Pauline Elliot, whose homes
were also flooded.
Pauline said that when the
lockdown was put in place, they
sent a letter to villagers to tell
them what the community could
do for them.
It gave advice and information
about the shops which were going to do deliveries and that a
buddy system was being put together in each street. Help cards
were also issued.
Pauline said: “We have about
20 volunteers going round a
couple of times a day to see
whether people need help.
“If they want help we can do
shopping, pick up prescriptions
and post letters so they can stay
in their homes.
“We’ve also started to help
the Copshaw Kitchen café with
its deliveries. The shops are
pretty much managing at the
moment with their own deliveries. They’ve been instrumental
in supporting the community.
Other activities included taking
home-baking to the villagers
and Easter eggs to the children.
Little gardening packs are also
being distributed to keep people
engaged.”

Outreach

Movie recommendation of
the week: Pandemic (over
15s if your nerves can take
it) or Frozen 2 (under 15s.
Available on DVD at the
Co-op).

Lea and Baptiste from Northern France

A number of other organisations are involved in community
work such as the community
council, a social outreach group
and the newly-formed Copshaw
Chatter which is inter-active
and can provide activities such
as keep fit and yoga.
“Pauline said: “It’s a big joint
effort in supporting the community.”
Work to repair the flooded
homes has stopped, mainly because the workmen can’t get
the materials they need.
This means a number of people
are out of their homes indefinitely.
Pauline added: “Our house
was just about to get its second
batch of carpets. The lockdown
was announced on the Monday
and our carpets were due on
the Tuesday.
“This is an additional problem
for people. It’s a very testing
time for them, being displaced
into another house which doesn’t
feel like their own home.
“There will be repercussions
from the well-being point of
view and for a lot of people the
financial pressure is going to
be a concern.
“Our volunteers are going
around and giving a friendly
wave. It can be the only person
who someone sees in a day.”
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100 years: A strange way of keeping Easter

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

The Spectacular
Bogs Run

But perhaps our greatest
pleasure in the winter was
sledging.

All the districts of Langholm
had their own particular runs.
The Old Town had the face of
Whita for the brave older boys
whereas the girls and younger
boys had the Lamb Hill and the
Golf Course. The New Town
had Meikleholm hill for the
Eskdaill street gang but would
join the Wauchope Ra’ gang in
a mutual truce on the spectacular “bogs run.” The “Bogs Run”
was out of this world. It was on
the side of Warbla hill sloping
steeply towards the ‘Auld Stane
Brig’, but at the bottom of the
“bogs run” was the “Bump”.
The “Bump” was a straight drop
of some 20 feet at the top of
which in summer time was a
path running across it which in
winter time gave an upward lip
which launched the sledges
upwards and into space.

Sledges

However, everyone knew about
the “The Bump” and one could
stop if not doing a “guttzer”
which was lying one’s stomach
on
the
sledge
as
opposed to a “sitter” which is
self-explanatory with another
part of the anatomy on the sledge.

Warbla Hill showing ‘The Bogs’

Sledges were home made out
of two 4” x 2” batons anything
from 3 to 6 feet long to take the
steel runners made at Jeffrey’s
or Varty’s smiddy’s at approx.
one penny each and having
planks nailed across at approximately two feet wide to take the
body. Holes were bored in the
front of the sledge and a rope
threaded through so that girls
and small boys doing sitters
could dig their heels into the
frozen snow and pull on the
‘reins’ thereby rearing up the
back of the seldge which would
dig into the frozen snow and
stop the sledge before the
dreaded “bump”

Auld Stane Brig

Not so the dare-devil “guttzer”
boys. They had a bar of wood
nailed across the front of the

sledge to act as handle bars and
if one chickened out at the last
second before the “bump” one
could dig in the points of the
clogs and pull on the right hand
and shoot off down an escape
route to the Auld Stane Brig.
But the big jumpers would go
straight over the “Bump” soaring some twenty feet in the air.
The secret was landing. All the
ground was frozen hard so one
had to twist in the air and throw
the sledge clear and land on
one’s back in deep clumps of
reeds and keep rolling. Behind
the reeds there was a low wire
fence then a wood of willows
and rotting hazel bushes which
was a marsh in summer time.
Not many boys could cross the
fence, but one boy could. Yes,
you’ve guessed it, Pinder.
Pinder’s secret was to go some
20 yards further up Warbla to
the old hawthorn tree which you
can see today. This gave him the
extra momentum. He then had
to keep his head down to reduce
the wind resistance and keep his
clogs clear of the frozen snow to
reach maximum speed and as he
launched himself over the
“Bump” he would hold on to the
sledge and turn it facing the willows to take the initial impact as
he crossed the fence. The willows would slow his progress as
he rolled over the sledge and put
his hand over his eyes to protect
his face as he crashed down the
rotting hazels.

Ian Barnfather, Billy Steel, George Graham, Allan (Sam) Corrie, David (Bubbles) Reid and Jack Rae during a trip to
Butlins at Ayr in 1964.
Photo courtesy of Jack Rae

What did you do at Easter? Wring you hands and cry that the world was a rotten place? Not you. I
expect you had a good time with the kiddies in the open air. Then, like most of us when the holiday
was over, you were quite ready to take up your share in the world’s work again. Some strange men
– the sort who are called “sea lawyers” afloat – found their recreation in meeting together to talk
big words. They were the delegates to the British Socialist Party Conference; as happily, this is not
Russia, they were quite free to assemble and let off steam. Or was it prison gas? At the time I was
doing my best as half-back in a scratch footer team. It was composed of men far younger than myself, workers in London shops and factories who paid me the compliment of insisting that I did not
look much older than themselves. Britain was quite safe in their keeping. I thought they played a
fast game and gave me plenty to do. Probably they never think of Britain, not know they get on
with the job during working hours. And you should have seen the blank amazement on the faces
of some of these young fellows when I told them that there were alleged Englishmen who thought
the old country was in such a bad way that they had met together in conference this Easter to see
how best they could get the whole show pulled down.

80 years: Langholm Common Riding - Meeting of Committee

A meeting of the Common- Riding Committee took place in the Town Hall on Tuesday evening
provost Bell, presiding. There were also present Cornet A Irving, Messrs JJ Paterson, JV
Goodfellow, J Graham, J Aitken, W Beattie, W Young, W Ballantyne, J Henderson and Bailie J
Ewart with W Mitchel secretary. In considering the financial statement which, showed a loss of
£90 2s 5d on the 1939 Common-Riding, the Chairman said he thought they could congratulate
themselves that the loss was no greater, in consideration of the very favourable weather conditions
which resulted in a very poor attendance at the afternoon sports. As was usually the case the revenue
from dances had saved the situation, most other items showing a deficit. Mr JJ
Paterson moved the adoption of the accounts, seconded by Mr W Beattie.

50 years: Hermitage WRI

The monthly meeting of the Hermitage WRI was held in Hermitage Hall on Thursday evening,
Mrs Bell presided over a very good attendance and welcomed members from Gilnockie WRI who
were the gusts of the evening. Miss H Renton accompanied by Mrs Clark had travelled from
Mindrum to give a demonstration on the use of “Kake Brand” and many useful recipes were demonstrated and very much enjoyed. Miss Renton gifted many of the finished articles to be raffled. The
competition for a decorated chocolate cake was judged by the two ladies and the prize-winners
were as follows: 1 Mrs W Thomson; 2 Mrs Aitchison; 3 Mrs Burnett; 4 Mrs James Turnbull. Half
pound of sweets: 1 Mrs James Turnbull. A sales table in aid of Institute Funds realised almost £10.
Mrs. WB Robertson proposed a vote of thanks to the demonstrators and Mrs Little president of
Gilnockie WRI on behalf of her members expressed thanks for a very pleasant evening. The meeting
closed with the National Anthem.

25 years: A pool of talent in local league

The conclusion to the 1994-95 Langholm and District Pool League season saw some exciting and
close encounters. The final of the Knock-Out Cup was played in the Eskdale Hotel with the Eskdale
A team emerging with a 6-3 win over the Crosskeys. Meanwhile the pairs were being played to a
conclusion in the Crown Hotel. Dennis Little and Callum Smith were the eventual winners.
Chairman, Ashley Barrie, presented the trophies to the winners. He said: “Thanks to all the players
and teams who competed during the season. Hopefully next season there will be more teams competing.” Winners were: League Cup: Eskdale A; Runners-up Crosskeys. Singles: Winner Neil
Henderson; Runner up Ronnie Johnstone; Semi-finalists Stephen Corrie and Michael Hogg. Pairs:
Winners Dennis Little and Callum Smith; Runners-up David Johnstone and Graeme
Ellwood; Semi-finalists Jim McMurdo and Andrew Vlemmiks; Ashley Barrie and Nicky Dunn.

Winners Dennis Little and Callum Smith with runners up David Johnston and Graeme Ellwood in 1994-95
Langholm and District Pool League.
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Pussy Willow taken near Craigcleuch by Glen Laidlaw of Langholm

E&L BOREDOM-BUSTERS

. . . . HORSE QUIZ

1 What was the name of the
original horse?

2 What makes an Arabian horse
different from other horses?

3 Which equestrian magazine is the
oldest in the UK, being first
published in 1884?

4 Out of hunger or boredom a
horse can sometimes develop
lignophagia. What is this?

5 Which show jumper became
Britain's second-oldest Olympic gold
medallist by winning a gold medal in
Rio 2016?

6 What was the name of the Duke
of Wellington's favourite horse
during the Napoleonic Wars?

7 Who had a favourite horse called
Bucephalus?

9 The fences at the Grand National
are made up of which tree?

10 A typical adult male horse has
how many permanent teeth: (a) 30,
(b) 40 or (c) 50?

11 What is the common English term
for a body colour of white with black
patches?

12 Where on a horse would you find
the withers?
13 What is an eggbutt snaffle?
14 Who or what was Arkle?
15 How far is a furlong?

16 What colour is a palomino horse?
17 What are brushing boots?

Quiz by
Mairi Telford Jammed and Lara Porter
Answers next week

If you awould
like to
send us
a sports or general knowledge quiz,
The
called
horse
8 Who rode
we’d
be
happy
to publish it.
National?
Piebald in the Grand
Please put
it through the letter box at 54 High Street
or email it to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Palliative
care unit

PALLIATIVE care patients in
the Alexandra Unit in Dumfries
and Galloway Royal Infirmary
have been moved to Midpark
Hospital in Dumfries.
NHS Dumfries & Galloway
is looking to maximise the
amount of space it has in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This will ensure the infirmary
and Galloway Community
Hospital are fully prepared to
treat and care for the most
unwell patients.
Creativity and flexibility are
needed so the health service is
ready for what could be a significant increase in demand over
the coming days and weeks.
Julie White, chief operating
officer, said: “The relocation of
the Alexandra Unit reflects
moves to ensure the infirmary
is well placed to handle
increased demand resulting from
COVID-19 and patients are in
the most appropriate location.
“Great care was taken to ensure
the least disruption possible
while a small number of patients
were relocated to a dedicated
area at Midpark.
“We are fortunate to have such
a flexible NHS estate and
Midpark is airy and modern
with attractive outdoor spaces
comparable to those at the
infirmary.”
____________________

Screening
suspended

SCREENING programmes have
been suspended in NHS
Dumfries & Galloway because
of the coronavirus.
While there are risks to individuals through delayed diagnosis of conditions which these
screening programmes would
have picked up, these risks need
to be weighed up in the context
of the current pressures on the
NHS.
Valerie White, interim director
of public health, said: “This
was a difficult decision to take
at a national level.
“The public can be assured
we will restart screening as soon
as it is safe to do so.
“When this happens, invitations will be reissued and
appointments rearranged.
“As at any time, it is important
that everyone is aware of any
symptoms or signs of conditions,
including bowel cancer, breast
cancer and cervical cancer, being
screened for.”
Anyone with symptoms should
contact their GP.
Men with small or mediumsized aortic aneurysms, who are
on regular surveillance scans,
have been written to.
Go to
www.nhsinform.scot/healthyliving/screening

Langholmite in lockdown
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

By Ken Turk

in town and numerous checkpoints.
Joanne was stopped last week
by the police and questioned
about where she had been and
where she was going. Hefty
fines, minimum 600 euros, are
being issued to those who don’t
abide by the guidelines and
rules set by the government.

WE ARE now into our fourth
week in lockdown which came
in on Sunday, March 15.
During the first couple of
days there was, without doubt,
a great deal of panic-buying in
all the supermarkets but, fortunately, we already had plenty
of food and essentials in the
house to easily see us through
the first week or two.
Once the dust had settled and
everyone realised their country
had a good supply chain and
shelves would be restocked
regularly, it calmed down a bit.
Generally, shelves are well
stocked and we have not experienced any problems getting
what we need. Spain, being
one of the world leaders in
wine production does help, so
no complaints here.

Strict

Supermarkets such as
Mercadona, Aldi and Cosume
are enforcing strict rules on the
number of people in store at
any time and employing security who regulate the numbers
through a one-out, one-in
queueing system which works
well.
Queueing is predominantly
in the morning but, if you head
out to buy some essentials in
the afternoon, these are pretty
much non-existent.
Perhaps this is because of the
Spanish daily siestas. To ensure
social distancing the stores have
placed marker tape on the
ground outside at two-metre
intervals and in the check-out
aisles inside.
Hand sanitiser stations and
gloves are also made available
to shoppers.
Other than the chemists,
supermarkets, post office and
petrol stations, all other shops
and businesses have been
closed.
I don’t think prices have risen

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Overspill

Ken Turk, originally from Langholm, and his wife Joanne give us their
take on life in lockdown in Spain

i n
the shops but fuel prices at the
pump have definitely dropped.
Pity you can’t go anywhere,
though.
As you will have seen on the
news, Spain is experiencing a
rough time with the coronavirus
and the death figures are alarming, with nearly 850 deaths in
the past 24 hours, and continuing to rise.
I spoke to one of the nurses
here in Yecla who we have got
to know quite well and who is
responsible for CV testing on
the frontline.
She said that, like the UK,
they have been experiencing a
shortfall in the number of facemasks and other essential
protective equipment.
With a population of about
34,000, Yecla has experienced
four deaths so far and, because
of the lack of beds in the ICU,
has flown four patients to other

hospitals. The youngest patient
was only six.
I have attached a photo she
sent me yesterday. She’s the
nurse on the right.
In terms of when you can
leave the house and what you
can leave for we’re pretty much
confined to barracks other than
shopping for essentials and
going to the chemist or doctor.
Movement in vehicles is restricted to one person only. You
can go for a short walk on your
own but only if you are exercising your dog. So, no dog,
no walkies.

The Army has been drafted
in to help the police and I have
heard they are helping transform
a large communal building in
town into an overspill hospital.
We are fortunate to live in a
country house outside town. It
has a decent garden and wooded
area to look after and, because
of the amount of rain we have
had during lockdown so far,
there are plenty of weeds to
pull.
I haven’t bothered with the
online and TV fitness sessions
yet but Joanne has. I break into
sweat just watching her and,
besides, I’ve got plenty to do
in the garden and house DIY
jobs. That’s my excuse anyway.
I can only imagine what it
must be like for those living in
the centre of Yecla, which is a
typical Spanish town, very
claustrophobic with most people
living on top of each other.
Cabin Fever must be setting in
by now.

When the sun sets, we have
found ourselves binging on
Netflix and we have satellite
TV to keep us up to date with
events back home. The gin cabinet and wine rack are both
showing a few empty spaces
now but are not at critical levels
yet.
To summarise, we are living
in a country which is one of
the worst hit by the virus but
we take comfort in knowing
that people here are taking this
situation seriously and abiding
by the lockdown policies in
place.
Like everyone else, we hope
this dreadful virus is beaten as
soon as possible so we can resume normal living again and
can look forward to having
family and friends out to visit
us in the very near future.
Except my sister, Jacqueline
Hall!
We are confident that, by limiting our trips into town for
essentials, we will remain safe
and healthy during this lockdown and pray the virus doesn’t
raise its head in The Muckle
Toon.
I’ll leave by saying our
thoughts go out to the NHS
staff, care workers, emergency
services and all those who are
putting their lives on the line
to keep the wheels rolling and
look after us during these
difficult times.

Arthur

Fortunately, we have Arthur,
our black Labrador, and take it
in turns to exercise him and
stretch our legs.
The movement of people and
vehicles is closely monitored
by a heavier police presence

Ken and Joanne live in a house in the country near Yecla in the Murcia region of Spain

Spanish hospitals, too, are experiencing a shortage of
personal protective equipment
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PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

OPTICIAN

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

Personal
fromyour
your
careand
andattention
attention from
Personalcare
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectacles
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

CURRENTLY ONLY ACCEPTING
EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk

TO LET

CHIMNEY SWEEP

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
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Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER - COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in the
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser you can come into the
office and speak to the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your complaint has been
handled you may write to the Company Secretary at
Muckle Toon Media CIC, Ashleybank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed
on-line by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at
www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning. Written comments may be made by
email to planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as
noted above, by 30.04.2020 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A)
Ref No/Type
Address/Proposal
20/0492/S42 (A)
Land Approximately 7.5km North West Of
Langholm, Dumfries & Galloway (Hopsrig) - Erection of windfarm
comprising 12 wind turbines (max height 140m to blade tip), site substation,
temporary borrow pits and construction compounds, formation of access and
associated infrastructure (at variance with conditions 2, 3, 4 & 11 of planning
permission granted under the terms of DPEA appeal reference PPA-1702135, these conditions relate to height of turbines, time period and micro
siting) (Section 42)

PUBLIC NOTICES

MOBILE POST OFFICE
TOWN HALL CAR PARK
WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 2.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2.30pm
___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN

Community Centre Car Park
Charles Street, Langholm
EVERY THURSDAY
12.15pm - 12.55pm

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 21

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 21

The proposed development at Land Forming Part
Of Loganhead Commercial Forestry Plantation,
Approximately 4km To The North-west Of Langholm &
15km To The North-east Of Lockerbie

The proposed development at Land Approximately 7.5km
North West Of Langholm Dumfries & Galloway (Hopsrig)

is subject to environmental impact assessment under the Town
and Country Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017 as it is likely to have significant effects on the
environment.
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Notice is hereby given that an EIA Report has been submitted to Dumfries
and Galloway Council by Muirhall Energy Ltd relating to the planning
application in respect of:

ERECTION OF 8 WIND TURBINES (UP TO 135M TO BLADE
TIP), AND ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE INCLUDING
TRANSFORMER KIOSKS, CRANE HANDSTANDINGS,
CONTROL BUILDING AND SUBSTATION, 2 PERMANENT
ANEMOMETER MASTS (MAX HEIGHT 80M), 4 BORROW
PITS, 2 TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION COMPOUNDS, AND
FORMATION OF ACCESS TRACKS, AND ASSOCIATED WORKS
(AT VARIANCE WITH CONDITIONS 1 (LAYOUT),3
(OPERATIONAL TIMESCALE) ,4 (DECOMMISSIONING), 14
(MICRO-SITING) ·& 16 (HEIGHT OF WIND TURBINES)OF
PLANNING PERMISSION 15/4/0273 (SECTION 42)
REFERENCE NUMBER 20/0493/S42
Possible decisions relative to the application are:
(i) Approval without conditions
(ii) Approval with conditions
(iii) Refusal
A copy of the EIA Report, the associated application, and other
documents submitted with the application may be viewed on-line
at www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning during the period of 30 days
beginning with the date of this notice.
Hard copies of the Environmental Statement and associated documents
may be purchased from Muirhall Energy Ltd, 31 Muirhall Farm Cottage,
Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwath, ML11 8LL. For additional copies, a
charge of £10 will be made for a full electronic copy of the EIA Report on
CD. Costs for paper copies are as follows:
Volume I – £100
Volume II – £200
Any person who wishes to make representations to Dumfries and
Galloway Council about the EIA Report should make them in writing
within that period by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk quoting
Ref: 20/0493/S42
Date: 17 April 2020
Steve Rogers, Head of Economy and Development

is subject to environmental impact assessment under the Town
and Country Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017 as it is likely to have significant effects on the
environment.
Notice is hereby given that an EIA Report has been submitted to
Dumfries and Galloway Council by Muirhall Energy Ltd relating to the
planning application in respect of:

ERECTION OF WINDFARM COMPRISING 12 WIND
TURBINES (MAX HEIGHT 140M TO BLADE TIP),
SITE SUBSTATION, TEMPORARY BORROW PITS AND
CONSTRUCTION COMPOUNDS, FORMATION OF ACCESS
AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE (AT VARIANCE WITH
CONDITIONS 2, 3, 4 & 11 OF PLANNING PERMSSION
GRANTED UNDER THE TERMS OF DPEA APPEAL
REFERENCE PPA-170-2135, THESE CONDITIONS RELATE TO
HEIGHT OF TURBINES, TIME PERIOD AND MICRO SITING)
(SECTION 42)
REFERENCE NUMBER 20/0492/S42
Possible decisions relative to the application are:
(i) Approval without conditions
(ii) Approval with conditions
(iii) Refusal
A copy of the EIA Report, the associated application, and other
documents submitted with the application may be viewed on-line at
www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning during the period of 30 days beginning
with the date of this notice.
Hard copies of the Environmental Statement and associated documents
may be purchased from Muirhall Energy Ltd, 31 Muirhall Farm Cottage,
Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwath, ML11 8LL. For additional copies,
a charge of £10 will be made for a full electronic copy of the EIA Report
on CD. Costs for paper copies are as follows:
Volume I – £100
Volume II – £200
Any person who wishes to make representations to Dumfries and
Galloway Council about the EIA Report should make them in writing
within that period by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk quoting Ref:
20/0492/S42
Date: 17 April 2020
Steve Rogers, Head of Economy and Development

www.dumgal.gov.uk

Sports News

COVID-19 UPDATE: all racing
CANCELLED UNtil end of april

“Bomber”
command
Thursday April 16, 2020

MANY THANKS FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Hartleys keep calm and
canter on during crisis
Equestrian

Rugby

PROFESSIONAL rugby player Robin “Bomber” Hislop
has secured his future with
his team after he agreed a
two-year contract extension.
Doncaster Knights announced
that their mainstay prop forward
will continue to turn out for the
club at Castle Park until 2022.
Hislop is the 2018/19 players’
and coaches’ player of the season becomes the latest to commit his future to the Knights
after another stellar season with
the club.
Hislop has been one of the
Knights’ leading performers this
term, making 17 appearances
in the curtailed 2019/20 campaign and has gained a reputation as one of the top loose
heads in the championship.
At 28, the front rower is very
much in his prime and Steve
Boden, inbound director of rugby, considers him to be a key
component for his new-look
Knights squad.
He said: “A number of other
clubs were interested in Robin
and rightly so.
“He’s a stand-out performer
in the championship week in
week out, his work ethic and
passion to help the team is exemplary and we are delighted
to have secured his services.
“We still believe Robin’s best
rugby is in front of him; he is

“

Robin “Bomber” Hislop returns to Doncaster Knights

an all-round top bloke and we’re
excited to see the growth in his
performances.”
Bomber, now in his second
spell with the club, made his
50th Knights’ appearance
against Coventry in November
and has become synonymous
with the number one jersey, despite fierce competition.
The former Edinburgh and
Rotherham front row has established himself as a firm fan
favourite and says he is excited
about the future at Castle Park.
“I’m delighted to have resigned with the Knights, it’s a
brilliant club with awesome facilities.

I’m really looking
forward to being
part of the new era
at Donny and
fighting to get the
club back to the
top end of the
table.

”

Bomber’s signing takes the
number of Knights contracted
for 2020/21 to 12.

UNTIL a few weeks ago the Hartley family
were looking forward to a packed schedule of
competition with their horses and ponies.
Teenager Jackie and her dad, Steve, are wellknown competitors on the local scene, while
mum, Kath, prefers hacking in the beautiful
forests and countryside around their home near
Newcastleton. She is also invaluable as head
groom at shows.
No quarter is given or expected between father
and daughter where red rosettes are concerned
but they also give one another great support.
“Going into the 2018/2019 Arena Eventing
series at Greenlands, I was the reigning champion,”
Steve says.
“Jackie pushed me really hard during that
season and I retained the title and she finished
third. It was very satisfying to see her up her
game so much.
“During 2019 we both qualified for the Eland
Lodge national hunter trials championship which
was a whole new level for us.
Despite the dreadful weather, the event was
amazing and so professional. Much to our surprise
I took fourth place.
“Jackie and her school team-mates took the
2018/2019 Cumbria Horse Trials Eventer Derby
team challenge and she was the junior champion
for the same series.
In 2019/2020 we both qualified for the inaugural
Arena Eventing championship which was to be
held at Dalston Green and Jackie qualified for
the Pony Club winter league championship at
UK Arena, a first for her.”
The Hartleys have four horses and ponies.
Kath rides nine-year-old 14.1hh Connemara x
mare, Doogie, and Jackie’s horse, Tilly, is a seven-year-old 15.1hh Irish Sports Horse mare.
Steve says his eight-year-old 16.2hh Clydesdale
x mare Drumany is his project horse and very
much a work in progress.
However, his main man is Chris, a 10-year-old
16.2hh Hackney x Cob gelding who has partnered
Steve around many an arena eventing course.

Steve with Chris and Jackie with Tilly

Sadly, competition plans for the season have
been scuppered by COVID-19 but, although the
shows can’t go on, the work can’t stop.
Steve said: “On a normal week day I muck out
the horses, feed and water them before taking
Jackie to school and spending the rest of the
morning lungeing and hacking out all four.
“Our land won’t stand horses at this time of
year so they are turned out into the yard for the
afternoon.
“After collecting Jackie from school, we bring
in her horse, tack up and go into the school for
some schooling, of both horse and rider. One
night a week we would expect to be out
showjumping.”
Instead, they’re doing their best to keep the
equine gang ticking over.
“We hope we get through the COVID-19 crisis
with enough of the season left so the qualifiers
for end-of-year championships can be held.
“This year is about salvaging what we can.
We’ll all just be happy to have the freedom to
ride out and compete at whatever events are put
on. I think 2021 will be our main focus.”

Cheering message from Youth Rugby
938740
771472

H M and her corgis send a message from Langholm Youth Rugby

Jayk Foster’s lamb features in the video
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CONGRATULATIONS go to everyone who took
part in Langholm Youth Rugby Trust’s #staysafe
#stayhome video on Facebook.
No one watching it could have failed to be cheered
by its uplifting spirit and sense of fun.
Performed to the song, The Lion Sleeps Tonight,
even her Majesty the Queen made an exclusive appearance, along with Milntown, the club mascot.
More than 100 children and adult players “passed
the ball”, including Robin “Bomber” Hislop of the
Doncaster Knights, and it was put together by Calum
Graham.
It’s been shared widely and has made its way
around the UK and been seen further afield from
Qatar in the Middle East to San Francisco and
Florida in America and now it’s being shared in
New Zealand.
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