Supporting our

DO YOUR BIT TO HELP THEM THROUGH THIS CRISIS: STAY AT HOME!

Series 2 No. 8350

BRIEFING

NEWS

EWM denies it has
treated staff badly

STAFF made redundant by
Edinburgh Woollen Mill say
the company was heartless not
to re-employ them after the
UK government introduced a
scheme to retain workers laid
off because of the coronavirus.
Full story: Page 5
NEWS

The way we were...
...the way we are

An E&L Life feature looking
at how people’s jobs have
taken a different slant over the
intervening years. Gilly Fraser
looks at life in Border TV.
Quizzes: Pages 8 & 9
SPORT

Hughes is crowned
champion jump jockey

BRIAN Hughes, who rides
regularly for James Ewart
Racing of Langholm, has been
crowned champion jump jockey for the first time in his
career.
Full story: Page 24

Virus setback for
Murtholm housing
Established May 1848
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Scheme is delayed by three months but could still be on time

THE construction of extracare sheltered housing on the
Murtholm in Langholm has
been delayed for three months.
This is because of the Scottish
government’s instructions to
close all development sites for
an initial period of three months
because of the COVID-19 crisis.
Loreburn Housing Association,
which is building the complex,
intended to start on the site later
this year or in early 2021 but
the lockdown may result in revised timescales.
Up until now, Loreburn was
progressing towards the submission of a detailed planning
application in July.
The planning applications include the bridge across the Esk
and phase one, which is the extra-care housing. Both applications will be submitted concurrently.
The foot and cycle bridge will
link the housing with the town.
Loreburn’s development programme currently sits within
the timescales set out by Sustrans
for funding applications and a
bid to the fund is planned.
Sustrans is a charity which
promotes walking and cycling
in the UK.
Dumfries and Galloway's
Health and Social Care Partnership has confirmed its support
for the development.
Gary Sheenan, Integration Joint
Board locality manager for Annandale and Eskdale said: "The
development is welcome and

much-needed and will enable
more people to remain living in
their own homes as independently as possible.
“We look forward to working
with Loreburn on this exciting
and innovative new service.”
Once Loreburn has a better
understanding of the impact of
the crisis on key developments,
its design team will be instructed
to package engineering enabling
works which it hopes will allow
work to still start as scheduled
but this decision is out of its
hands at the moment.

Lorraine Usher of Loreburn H A

Once instructed, the works
will include access improvements from the A7 onto the site,
service diversions and the creation of a service road to enable
the bridge works.
The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has allocated a
window of May to September

2021 for the bridge works.
Lorraine Usher, Loreburn’s
chief executive, said: “The
Murtholm is an exciting and
ambitious project for both
Langholm and ourselves and
we’re delighted with the community support which has been
shown to date.
“With this unprecedented situation and these difficult and
worrying times having such a
wide impact, it’s important, now
more than ever, to look to the
future.
“Once the crisis is over, Loreburn is keen to be in a position
to progress this ambitious, inspiring development as soon as
possible so we can contribute
to building a positive, healthy
future for Langholm.”
One of the UK’s leading manufacturers of personal protective
clothing (PPE), Alpha Solway
of Annan, has gone back to
school to help speed up the huge
growth in demand for its products.
The company approached staff
at Annan Academy and asked
whether its science department
staff could help.
PPE is even more vital during
the COVID-19 crisis and Alpha
Solway is working flat out to
prepare face-mask, fit test kits
for the NHS, which is stretching
this already busy business.
About 20 staff, scientists and
technicians from schools in the
area volunteered to use the chemistry department at the school
to help prepare Bitrex, a solution

Last September Loreburn carried out groundworks to assess the best
place for a footbridge over the Esk

used to ensure respiratory protective equipment is fit for purpose.
It’s hoped this will ease the
burden on the company and provide more of the equipment the
NHS needs so desperately.
The team has already completed the first run of 40 litres
of the solution, equivalent to
190 bottles, which are already
on their way to the NHS.
Steven Binnie, director of Alpha Solway, said: “We’re working hard to get critical PPE
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products to frontline workers
and have been amazed by the
community support we have received.
“One fantastic example of this
is the school support and teaching staff who, co-ordinated by
Ghislaine Duncan from the council, are making these test solutions critical for anyone who
needs a respirator.
They are directly contributing
to the safety and well-being of
countless healthcare professionals in Scotland.”

Deaths

CAVERS
Isabella Elizabeth Cavers (née Elliot), Sorbie
Farm, Ewes, on 5th April, 2020, in her 88th year,
peacefully in Dumfries and Galloway Royal
Infirmary.
Loving and dearly loved wife of Tam, much loved
mother, mother-in-law, sister, sister-in-law and
aunt. Precious and fun-filled “Granny Isa” to her
grandchildren, their partners and great
grandchildren. Funeral private.

FOSTER
Jerome, a much loved husband, son, dad and
papa.
Peacefully passed away at home surrounded by
his family on Tuesday 31st March, aged 68.
Funeral at Langholm Cemetery on Thursday 9th
April at 10.30am

DONALDSON
Peacefully on 1st April 2020 in Thomas Hope
Hospital, Langholm.
Robert (Bert) Donaldson, West Street, Langholm,
beloved husband of the late Sadie and father to
Brian. Interred Langholm Cemetery 8th April.
I would like to convey a special message of
gratitude to all the amazing staff at the Thomas
Hope for the exceptional care my dad received
from the day of his admittance until his passing.

HALL
Josephine.Josie passed away peacefully at home
on 30th March surrounded by her loving family.
It is with deep regret that the funeral is immediate
family only due to the current circumstances.
A memorial will be held at a later date.
Marc, Donna and Family would like to thank
Marie Curie, Carers, Canonbie Surgery and all
the professional team in their dedication and
care towards Josie.

NICHOL

BORTHWICK

Thanks for Sympathy

Janet would like to thank everyone for the cards,
flowers and expressions of condolence received
after Tommy passed away. Special thanks to Nicola
and Stefan of Nicholson’s Funeral Directors for
their help and support and to Glynis Milburn for
her comforting service. For those who attended
the service and your donations to Annan Court
Care Home, thank you.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Happy Birthday

Don’t ignore
vital grants
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Happy
40th
Jordan

07/04/20
love
Amy, Olivia
Mum & Dad

For information, contact Hedley & Turnbull
07896 557941

The family of the late Betty would like to thank
family and friends for the lovely cards and messages
of sympathy posted on social media, received after
her passing on 29th March 2020.
Also thanks to the staff at Dalarran in Langholm
and Riverside in Selkirk who cared for Betty for
more than 10 years, thanks to Jennifer for the
lovely wreaths and flowers.
A big thanks to cousin David for organising the
funeral and everything else at such a difficult time.
It is a comfort to us all that we come from the
Muckle Toon with its muckle heart and be among
folk we ken at a time like this.
We would also like to send a Muckle Toon hug to
our brother Elliot, whose lovely wife Angela passed
on 4th April 2020 in Bristol.
Heartfelt thanks to you all.
The Borthwicks.
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Council encourages application
ESKDALE businesses could miss
out on emergency grants if they
fail to apply.
They are being encouraged to
apply for the Scottish government
grants to help them through the
coronavirus crisis.
Dumfries and Galloway Council
has released figures which show
that fewer than half of eligible
companies have so far applied for
the payments.
They could be missing out on cash
sums worth up to £25,000.
Joan McAlpine, South of Scotland
SNP MSP, is asking business
owners to check whether they
qualify.
She said: “The figures show that
last Friday 48 per cent of firms,
which are eligible for the £25,000,
have sent applications and only 39
per cent of businesses eligible to
receive grants of £10,000 have
applied.
“This means more than half of all
qualifying businesses could be
missing out.
She is concerned that, although
some companies may intend to
apply in the near future, some still
may not know about the scheme or,
perhaps, they think they’re not
eligible.
She is urging any business owner
to call the council’s dedicated
helpline on 01387 260280, open
from Monday to Friday from 9am to
5pm, to find out whether they qualify.
They don’t need to repay any grant
they receive; it’s not a loan.
“Most small businesses, which
were in receipt of the small business
bonus scheme and rural relief, can
get a one-off grant of £10,000.
“Retail, hospitality and leisure
businesses with a rateable value
between £18,001 and £51,000 will

be able to apply for a one-off grant
of £25,000.
They can also get this grant if they
applied for nursery relief, business
growth accelerator relief, disabled
relief or fresh start but were eligible
for the small business bonus
scheme.

Joan McAlpine, SNP MSP South of Scotland

Self-catering accommodation and
caravans are eligible for a grant if
their business is a primary source of
income for the ratepayer (one third
or more), and their accommodation
was let for 140 days or more in
financial year 2019-20.
Ms McAlpine added: “Please pass
on this information to any small
business owner who you think may
be struggling.
“This money is here to help them
and it would be awful if any went
under because they didn’t know
about it.”

Death toll of 17 in D&G
THE chief executive of NHS
Dumfries & Galloway has confirmed
more deaths from the coronavirus
over the past week.
When the first few deaths were notified, Jeff Ace said he expected the
number to increase significantly over
coming days and that has been the
case.
NHS Dumfries & Galloway has advised that as at 12pm on April 8 there
are 152 positive COVID-19 cases in
the region.
There have been 17 deaths, in which
coronavirus was either the primary
cause of death or a factor potentially
contributing to death.
Mr Ace said: “Our thoughts are very
much with people’s families and friends
at this time.
“We are also very thoughtful of
people who are currently receiving
treatment or self-isolating with milder

symptoms.
“Dumfries and Galloway is not immune to the dangers posed by COVID19.
“Although most people, who contract
this coronavirus, will experience mild
symptoms, as we know from elsewhere
in the world, those most vulnerable
are older adults and people with underlying health conditions.
“This is why it’s so important for
everyone to help prevent the spread
of COVID-19 and why we would like
to express gratitude for all the continuing efforts to help us do everything
possible to limit the impact of this
virus in Dumfries and Galloway.
“An update on the number of deaths
in Dumfries and Galloway resulting
from COVID-19 is being made to the
coronavirus section of the website
www.nhsdg.co.uk on a weekly basis,
while not disclosing any details on

individual patients.”
South of Scotland MSP Colin Smyth
has praised NHS Dumfries & Galloway
after it was revealed the health board
was one of the first in Scotland to
begin testing its own frontline staff
and their family members, who were
showing Covid-19 symptoms, and staff
in their partner organisations in social
care and the police.
Julie White, chief officer, told Dumfries and Galloway Council’s COVID19 sub-committee last Friday that the
health board was doing 50 to 60 tests
a day.
Mr Smyth said: “By testing, the
health board can identify who has the
virus, which means those who get the
all-clear can return to work.
“It is also fantastic that it has extended
testing to their partners in social care
and the police.”

£40k repair bill for
church roof masonry
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Enjoy art in
nature

THE Look Out Langholm festival,
due to take place from May 22
to 31, has been cancelled because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
This festival was a partnership
event between Wild Eskdale, OutPost Arts, The Walled Garden at
Arkleton, Textiles Eskdale and
For Enjoyment.
The festival was created to celebrate art within nature through
workshops, performances and
demonstrations.
“It’s with regret that we had to
cancel the festival,” said Carys
Mainprize, project assistant for
Wild Eskdale.
“However, keeping people safe
and following government advice
is our top priority.
“There is still plenty that people
can do at home to engage with
nature in creative ways.
“From sketching and embroidery
to poetry, nature can be brought
into art on every level. I think at
this time that’s more important
than ever.”
Wild Eskdale and its partners
hope to reschedule the Look Out
Langholm festival.
____________________

More funds
for GPs

EXTRA funding of £15 million
is being provided to GP practices
to help them cope with extra pressures arising from the coronavirus.
About a third of the Scottish
government funding is intended
to allow practices to remain open
on Good Friday (tomorrow) and
Easter Monday if it is safe to do
so, to alleviate pressures on outof-hours services.
The rest will help to cover costs
of equipment, additional nonclinical staff, GP partners and
locum cover for sickness leave.
The government is providing
Personal Protective Equipment
to GP practices and will not need
to be bought with this funding.
____________________

New virus
centre open

A COVID-19 assessment centre
has opened at the Dumfries and
Galloway Royal Infirmary.
In the first instance anyone
with mild symptoms should
look at the information on
www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus
Should more advice or guidance
be needed, they should call NHS24
on 111.
Anyone needing further assessment will get access by NHS24
to the COVID-19 community hub.
The hub gives call-handling,
secondary triage and phone advice
for everyone in Dumfries and
Galloway.
Should it be needed, the hub
refers patients to the assessment
centre which will assess patients
with more serious symptoms.

THE gates at Langholm
parish church have been
locked to prevent people from
walking in its grounds.
There are loose stones at roof
height on the church and, if
they fell, could kill someone
underneath.
It is estimated that the repairs
will cost £40,000 because of
the need for scaffolding.
The Rev Robert Pickles said:
“We found out while having
the bell tower surveyed.
“Although nothing fell over
Christmas during the bad winds,
now we know about it we would
be irresponsible if we allowed
others to put their lives at risk.
“Even if the coronavirus lockdown were lifted tomorrow, we
could not have any services
because of this.”
“So down to prayer,” he
added. “It is a Grade A listed
building so it must be done
well.
“We have only a small amount
of the needed cash for the work.

‘Rolls Royce buildings cost
Rolls Royce prices’ goes the
saying.
“However, we must make it
safe and we would like to hear
the bell ring out over Langholm
for services and other times,
like funerals.
“We also want to share this
beautiful building in this beautiful place for the next 100
years or more; the stone work
itself is strong.

Locked

“So, the gates are locked. Not
because we do not love you
anymore but because we do
and we want you to be safe.
“Please do not access the
grounds in any way around the
church until the work is done.”
The church was designed and
built by William Burn and
David Bryce in 1842-43.
The pair were responsible for
Fettes College, Edinburgh and
many other important buildings
in the capital and Glasgow.
Mr Pickles said: “It is our

Langholm parish church gates are locked to keep people safe from loose masonry on the roof

own Borders Cathedral. It also
contains a Willis Organ which
is being restored to its original
glory.
“Willis made organs for many

English cathedrals, like
Salisbury and the Royal Albert
Hall and St George’s Hall,
Liverpool.
“He created organs for some

major churches in Scotland,
including St Machir’s Cathedral,
Aberdeen and, of course,
Langholm. The boast is not an
exaggeration.”

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Welcome to

the new website for the E & L Advertiser

At a time when we are continually being reminded to stay at
home, we have decided now is the time to launch our new
website and hope that it helps everyone in Eskdale and Liddesdale
to keep in touch with what is happening locally. In these troubled
times, self-isolating at home is a challenging experience and the
more rural our home, the more difficult it can be to get to our
local shops and buy our everyday needs, including our weekly
copy of the E&L.

We had planned an all singing, all dancing website with
subscriptions, interactions and a full digital version of the E&L
but that will come later once the coronavirus, COVID-19, has
been consigned to the history books.
Aye, the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley !

In the meantime, we hope that you will get some enjoyment from this abbreviated version which will become available early
next week where you can access articles from each week’s E&L as well as recent editions of the digital version of the E&L.

Hopefully, this will enable you to keep up with what is happening in Eskdale and Liddesdale and we can all look forward
to the launch of the completed version of www.eladvertiser.co.uk later in the year.
And once you’ve tried it, let us know what you think of it – sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Letters to the editor

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Forestry forced
out our farmers
YOUR edition dated March
26 featured a centre-page
spread devoted to the “benefits” of forestry in Eskdalemuir
“Money does grow on trees
in Eskdalemuir”.
I admit I was uncertain whether
this was an article or an advert
featuring the company involved.
The most striking image for
me in the report was the view
showing the former farmhouse
and steadings.
This represented only one of
the many farming businesses
and family homesteads which
were cleared in the Eskdalemuir
area when the land was originally sold to forestry interests.
Virtually an entire community
was removed.
With farms and stock gone,
there was a burst of activity as
contractors ploughed the land
and planted sitka spruce.
Practically nothing happened
for, in the case documented, 50
years. Now we are informed
contractors from outwith this
locality are harvesting the crop,
resulting in a half century, in
which the economy of the community failed to receive any
income relative to that previously
seen and even now appears to
be receiving little benefit.
This is the reality of commercial forestry as it is felt in the
areas affected.

Investors

Communities are cleared for
the benefit of a few wealthy
investors seeking the related tax
benefits.
Currently, the Scottish government’s poorly considered
forestry grant scheme is attracting speculators who have been
encouraged to view land in
Scotland as one of the most
lucrative investments in the
market.
It was these grants which persuaded Buccleuch to end tenancies in the Borders in 2017/18.
Despite denials at the time,
many farm tenancies were ended
or notified that they would be
terminated.
The farmland was planted in
commercial forestry and the
farming businesses were history.
The latest example is Bush of
Ewes. This well-known and
established unit was ploughed
within the past few weeks and
will be planted shortly.
It may have been because of
the increasingly unwelcome publicity but, for whatever reason,
Buccleuch changed tactics and
offered its newly-named
Evertown Estate for sale on the
open market.

At a stroke most of that land
was bought by J Jones Ltd, a
major timber processing company.
There had merely been a
change of landowner to one
who was even less likely to end
the rush to close farms and plant
trees.
That your article was published
within two weeks of the hill
flock at Cleuchfoot Farm being
removed was, at best, insensitive.

Hefted

This flock of heavily-in-lamb
ewes, which had been hefted to
that hill for countless generations, was taken off the hill by
Buccleuch on the instructions
of an agent working for J Jones
Ltd.
Fortunately, after an intervention by the SSPCA, the intended
destination for the sheep was
deemed to be an unsuitable one.
Whether the substituted ground
will prove to be beneficial to
their welfare will no doubt
unfold in weeks to come.
Why these sheep had to be
removed is unknown. To date,
no application to plant
Cleuchfoot has been notified.
Knowledgeable members of
the forestry profession have
indicated that it is highly unlikely
that any planting will begin
before spring 2021.
The forestry group, which has
been contracted to plant the
ground in due course, has said
its preferred option is to have
the ground grazed up to the
planting preparations starting.
Perhaps J Jones Ltd or its

Care for
our carers

NEW immigration rules are
coming into place, barring
“unskilled” workers from
the UK.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has shown the idea of
“unskilled” people being of
less value to our country is not
only uncompassionate but
evidently untrue.
As well as those on the
frontline in healthcare such as
carers and cleaners, we now
know that bus drivers and
supermarket and delivery
workers have more than
proved their essential status.
According to recent research
by the IPPR, two-thirds of the
EU
migrants
currently
contributing to our healthcare
system would not have been
allowed into the country under
the new system.

Langshawburn in Eskdalemuir where Agriforest is felling a six-acre conifer plantation

agent Gresham House may
wish to clarify the position?
Gresham House describes
itself as Alternative Asset Management and Investment
Specialists.

Unsavoury

Perhaps the most unsavoury
aspect of the action taken is
that another farmer was, before
the removal of the flock, offered
the grazing on the hill once
cleared.
Land ownership in Scotland
continues to be an issue which
needs a major overhaul.
Currently, we are subjected to
the actions of individuals and
commercial interests who appear
to have little or no concern for
the communities affected.
One large landowner has
exited, only to be replaced by
another with the same intentions;
to continue the New Clearances.
Aeneas M Nicolson
Bridge House
Langholm

In the transport sector the
figure is 85 per cent. The
people currently holding
Britain together could be sent
back later this year. Who will
fill their jobs?
That’s why I fully support
Best for Britain’s campaign to
extend the Brexit transition
period
until
after
the
coronavirus outbreak.
That way, we can make sure
we get a deal which works for
Britain and the immigrants
who choose to make Britain
their home.
We mustn’t turn our back on
those who’ve helped us
through this crisis. I think if
someone risks their safety to
care for Britain, we should
care for them.
Anthony Lane
Beechwood
Canonbie

 In response, Jason Sinden of Gresham House
said:
“The
Tansy
Hill
section
of
the
Evertown portfolio was bought by James Jones
earlier last year with vacant possession; there was
no tenancy agreement in place.
“Buccleuch had a seasonal agreement to have
sheep on the hill and it was agreed that this agreement could be extended and the sheep could stay
until March 15 2020 when they would be moved
to lower ground for lambing.
“This has now occurred and the sheep are enjoying
the lowland pastures at Mouldyhills, an in-hand
estate farm south of Langholm.
“We considered the merits of extending the
grazing of these sheep and took advice from a vet
and a shepherd before moving them.
“The advice, which we had, was that delaying a
move would make it more difficult to move the
sheep while complying with welfare standards so,
if not moved to low ground for lambing, would
have to remain on Tansy hill until the autumn.
“A planting proposal has recently been submitted
for the site and operations will begin once we
have approval.
“We have arranged seasonal grazing with a local
farmer while we gain approval which allows for
the grazing sheep to be moved off the hill, given
reasonable notice.”

Please stay
indoors

I APPEAL to all the people
who continue to do exactly as
they did before we went into
lockdown.
When we are told to stay
indoors and shop only when
necessary, I don't think this
means getting in the car and
travelling 20 miles to do so,
especially when we have a
perfectly good Co-op, Londis
and two butchers right here in
Langholm.
We are luckier than most in
that we have beautiful
countryside right on our
doorstep.
The fact we are out on a limb
may just go in our favour
through all this.
However, if all you selfish
people travel to Carlisle or
Hawick, you have a higher risk

of bringing this horrendous
virus back to Langholm. Once
it is here, God help us.
So, I ask these people, I hope
you could live with yourselves
if you brought this virus to
Langholm and it had
catastrophic consequences for
your loved ones and fellow
Langholmites.
We have to do as we are told
for the sake of our wee town,
not to mention shopping
locally and helping our
economy.
All the shops in Langholm
are going way beyond what is
being asked of them.
At a time like this I think we
should all pull together, shop
locally and play a part in
helping
eradicate
this
pandemic.
Stay Safe.
Name and
address supplied

EWM denies it has
treated staff badly
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Redundancies were “out of the blue” and “heartless”, it’s claimed
STAFF made redundant by
Edinburgh Woollen Mill say
the company was heartless
not to re-employ them after
the UK government introduced a scheme to retain
workers laid off because of
the coronavirus.
Nineteen employees lost their
jobs at the major retailers
Carlisle headquarters last month
because footfall at its 1,300
stores collapsed.
A few days later the government implemented furlough
leave, pledging to cover 80 per
cent of wages of workers temporarily laid off.
The scheme included an option
for claims to be backdated to
March 1 for businesses which
had acted before the announcement.
A worker, who wanted to
remain anonymous, appealed to
bosses for them and their colleagues to be reinstated and put
on the furlough leave.
But EWM, owned by billionaire Philip Day, said it saw no

future for the redundant roles
as it braced itself for the longterm impact of the pandemic
on its retail businesses.
The former employee, who
worked at EWM Group for just
over three months, said she was
shocked, angry and confused
by its handling of the redundancies, which focused on those
who had most recently joined.
She said: “The way they dealt
with us was really unfair; it was
heartless. There was no warning;
it came out of the blue.
“I think we should have been
given the chance to get that
government support. It’s a time
when employers should support
their people.”
The company had to temporarily close all its stores, along
with all other businesses deemed
non-essential, as instructed by
the government.
A spokesman said: “When we
made the redundancies, we did
so because we sadly don’t believe these jobs will be there in
the future. They won’t come

Gobal House, The Edinburgh Woollen Mill headquarters in Carlisle

back on the other side of this.
“This is not a temporary blip;
things aren’t going to improve
in a few months and keep
improving.

Difficult

“It’s hard to understate the
impact this is having on retailers
right now.

Rainbows shine a light

One of the many windows in the area trying to shine a light on the
gloom with a rainbow

THE rainbow pictures, which
have been appearing in windows
all over Langholm, have inspired
an idea for a competition.
Alison Hotchkiss, a counsellor for
Langholm and Canonbie Schools
Cluster, said: “It all started by seeing
the lovely rainbow windows already
in the town and my wish to do
something to encourage all the children and young people in our area
to fill up spaces with rainbows to
help people, who see them, to smile.
“It has also grown as a way of
showing support in working together
to make life the best it can be,
something Langholm and the surrounding area have shown during
this quarantine period.
“I didn’t want to limit it to school
children so the competition is split
into four age groups: under five;
under 10; under 15; and 15 to 18.”
Adam German, the Langholm
Academy art teacher, has agreed to
be the judge.
Entries will have to be submitted
online but it does mean that everyone
will be able to see them.
The prize for each age group
winner will be an Amazon gift
voucher.

“The redundancies were a very
difficult decision for us and the
team and it wasn’t taken lightly.
“It looks like this will go on
for six, 12, possibly 18 months
and shopping habits and the
high street will change for good.”
He said the company had
looked very carefully at rehiring
redundant staff and placing them

on the furlough leave.
“It sounds easy on the face of
it but it is a lot more complicated
and unclear than that. We have
to be honest with staff and the
government.
“If we rehired, we would have
to go through the painful process
of making these people redundant again after three months.
“We would also be claiming
government funding to pay for
the bulk of people’s wages,
knowing we will ultimately be
making them redundant. That
isn’t fair on anyone.”
He denied claims the company
had been heartless in its
approach.
Accepting there was no easy
way to deliver that kind of news,
he added: “We went through
the process as properly and
responsibly as possible.
“The people affected had been
with us for a shorter time so
there was no need for a long
consultation period. We made
sure everyone was properly
paid.”
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Ewes WRI
stalwart

ONE of the Ewes valley’s most
well-known figures has died.
Isa Cavers, 88, who lived at
Sorbie Farm with her husband,
Tom, died on Sunday. She was
a mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother.
Isa was a long-standing member of Ewes WRI and served
on the committee and still attended meetings occasionally,
despite her declining health.
Grace Brown, also a member,
said Isa was very talented at
knitting, sewing and baking and
used to enter exhibits at the
shows. She also helped with
the Christmas shoeboxes.
____________________

Zero waste
park plan

A PLANNING application has
been submitted by Dumfries
and Galloway Council to build
a zero waste park in Lockerbie
Road, Dumfries.

JC Florist Ltd
Bespoke flowers designed
for all occasions
Flowers by Joan

Thank you to everyone for your continued support,
I am looking forward to seeing you all again soon.
Even though the shop has temporarily closed I am working from home
and can be contacted on the same numbers.
Deliveries are still possible with precautions in place
following government guidelines.

127-129 High Street  Annan  DG12 6EB
Tel: 01461 759271  Mob: 07885 444545
jcflowersbyjoan@gmail.com  www.flowersbyjoan.co.uk
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Farming on the Border

Project to reverse
25 years of decline

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Make a plan
for being ill
FARMING consultants have
created an emergency document to help farmers plan
ahead in case they fall ill
during the coronavirus pandemic.
With sheep enterprises in particular facing a challenging
lambing season, farmers are
being urged to make a plan B
as soon as possible.
The emergency plan template,
created by the Farm Advisory
Service (FAS), allows farmers
to record the names and numbers of key contacts such as
vets, feed representatives,
accountants and contractors.
They can also provide information about where stock is
housed, including in isolated,
outlying steadings and outwinterings and when lambing
or calving is due to start.
Chloe McCulloch, principal
consultant at SAC Consulting,
part of Scotland’s Rural College,
which delivers the FAS programme, urged farmers to complete the document as soon as
possible.
“The key to success this year,
regardless of the type of farm,
is to have a robust plan and
take some time to think through
what you would do and who
you would phone in the event
you or members of the team
become unwell,” she said.
“The template won’t take long
to complete and will ensure
that, if you become ill, your
livestock can still be cared for.”
Farmers can download the
template from the FAS website
and are advised to keep it somewhere accessible to all staff

such as the farm office.
More templates allowing farmers to record sector-specific
information are available on
the website, together with
additional guidance and information, including support for
less-experienced people who
may find themselves helping
on the farm.
There are links to other sources
of support during the crisis and
information about how they are
able to help with this specific
challenge, including the farmers’
charity RSABI which can be
contacted on 0300 111 4166
for help in preparing an emergency plan or putting farmers
in touch with a labour exchange
or consultant.
For more information visit
www.fas.scot
Farmers and the Scottish food
and drink sector are working
hard to ensure consumers’ plates
remain full
As Easter approaches, NFU
Scotland remains fully committed to its pledge of keeping
people fed during the COVID19 crisis.
There isn’t a single part of
the agricultural industry and
food supply chain which isn’t
working flat out to find a way
through what is an unparalleled
period of disruption.
There have been unprecedented levels of collaboration, cooperation and innovation.
“Farmers are currently working flat out during spring which
brings lambing, calving, ploughing and planting, all of which
will guarantee security of food
supplies in the future.”

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 3,113 sheep comprising
2,610 prime hoggs, 233 store hoggs
and 270 cast ewes and rams at the
weekly sale at Longtown on Thursday, April 2.
A small entry of cast cows, with
meat in short supply, was forward
to the usual buyers and trade remains
buoyant for all classes, therefore
more still required weekly to fulfil
demand. Cows to 125p from J W
Davison & Co, Crosslee Farm, Ettrick. There is also a regular market
for store cattle at these Thursday
sales.
An increased entry of prime hoggs,
which included a big entry of heavy
hoggs, met a very competitive ring,

with buyers operating multiple active
accounts, ensuring all classes were
very well bid for; an increase of
34ppk on the week being achieved.
Topping the sale at 334ppk was a
pen of Beltex hoggs from Messrs
R & M Patterson, Upper Auchenlay,
who also gained top price per head
of £137 again for Beltex hoggs.
The best Beltex export hoggs sold
at serious rates with many pens
making well over 310ppk.
Commercial hoggs traded between
220ppk-230ppk, with buyers going
home short of supply.
Hill hoggs sold to £107 for
Cheviots from J Jardine, Yett farm,
with Blackfaces to £103 from Messrs
McArthur, Arnicle, Campbeltown.

conservation of waders is rarely
about removing productive land
from use.
Some of the best habitat results
come from targeting efforts
towards rougher, wetter land
and making sure it delivers for
wildlife.
This includes creating wetland
habitats by not draining wet
areas in fields, introducing seasonal grazing to prevent damage
to eggs or chicks during the
April to June breeding season
and controlling predators of
ground-nesting birds such as
foxes.

Win-wins

FARMERS and land managers have an important role
to play in reversing the
declining numbers of wading
birds in Scotland.
The Working for Waders
annual report highlights a steep
decline in the number of wading
birds, including lapwings, oystercatchers and curlews, over
the past 25 years.
It warns that, without urgent
action, these iconic birds could
soon be lost.
Working for Waders is
co-chaired by Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUC) and Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH).
It was set up in 2017 to raise
awareness of wader declines,

show how these declines can
be reversed and demonstrate
the importance of partnership
working.
Wader declines in Scotland
are believed to be linked to
problems around breeding
because of changes in the countryside over the last few decades.
Several species are now struggling to produce enough youngsters to replace natural mortality
and the report highlights the
important role farmers and land
managers can play when it
comes to wader conservation.
The report says that, while
past agricultural intensification
has driven wader decline in
some parts of the country, the

Professor Davy McCracken,
head of SRUC’s Hill &
Mountain Research Centre and
co-chairman of the group, said:
“Some actions can be win-wins
for farmers because they benefit
both agricultural productivity
and the waders.
“For example, applying lime
to improve soil pH can increase
the abundance of invertebrates
on which the birds prey.
“Outwith the breeding season
cutting rushes gives birds access
to those invertebrates over a
greater area in any one field.
“It’s becoming clear that, to
be effective, wader conservation
has to be rolled out across large
areas, with collaborative projects
involving multiple farms, estates
and landholdings.”
Robbie Kernahan, acting
director of sustainable growth

Overall average 212p (SQQ 221.9p)
All classes can be sold to vendors’
advantage at Longtown. “Sell live
and thrive.”
For further advice on marketing
your livestock in these difficult
times please do not hesitate to contact our auctioneers: John Walton
07880 527 066, Nick Woodmass
07584 200 489, Sam Hogg 07584
207 323.
Principal prices (per kilo): Belt
334p Upper Auchenlay, 307p
Towiemore, 305p, 304p Upper
Auchenlay. Tex 308p Golden Lane,
307p Kirkhouse, 305p Golden Lane.
Chev 233p Rowhope, 226p The
Land, 225p Halgary & Longburgh
Fauld. Mule 226p Kirkhouse, 220p

Rowhope, 213p Blakehopeburnhaugh. BF 222p Arnicle, 220p, 218p,
213p Sykehead. HW 214p Clea
Hall, 211 Rowhead & Clea Hall.
Chev M 211p Whitchester. Suff
210p Towiemore, 203p Drimsynie,
202p High Machriemore.
Principal prices (per head): Belt
£137 Upper Auchenlay, £136
Broomhills, £132 Towiemore. Tex
£135 Kirhouse, £130 Kirtlebank,
£126 Station Yard. Suff £117
Auchengray, £115 Kirkhouse. Chev
£107 Yett, £103 The Lan, £102
Thistledown. Char £107 Sceugh
Dyke, £104 Auchengray. Mule £103
Towiemore, £100 Kirkhouse. BF
£103 Arnicle, £100 Sonachan Cottages. NCC £103 Rowhope. Chev

M £99 Whitchester. Herdwicks £95,
£86 Rowhead.
Cast ewes, again in short supply,
met an increased enquiry, ensuring
all vendors are highly delighted
with their day’s trading. Topping
the sale at £140 was a pen of Texel
ewes consigned by Messrs D & D
Aitken, Uppercleugh.
Hill ewes topped at £95 for
Cheviot ewes consigned by M/s JT
Fleming, Falnash, with Blackface
ewes scaling to £86 for a penful
consigned by M/s RD Dixon, Cowburn Farm, Corrie.
Many more are required weekly
for an increased demand. Please do
not hesitate to contact our auctioneers
for further enquiries.

Lapwings are among the waders declining in Scotland

Around the marts

at SNH, said: “The Working
for Waders initiative plays an
important role in protecting our
curlews, lapwings and oystercatchers.
“As we begin to see them
return to their breeding grounds
in Scotland, we would like to
let people know that anyone
can get in touch with the
Working for Waders project,
get involved and help protect
these wonderful birds.
“Waders are an integral part
of Scotland’s nature and, by
working together, we have the
best possible opportunity to
help them thrive.”
Working for Waders is looking
to encourage and help more
farmers to undertake collaborative management to increase
wader numbers on their farms.
It has set up wader maps to
show what work is currently
being done to reverse the
declining numbers and where
resources need to be targeted.
The British Trust for
Ornithology and James Hutton
Institute have produced wader
hot spot/cold spot maps showing
changes in wader populations.
Working for Waders also supports action on the ground,
backing projects which engage
and inspire people to get
involved with conservation
work.
For more information visit
www.workingforwaders.com

Heavy ewes: Tex £140, £136 Uppercleuch, £130 Burnside. Char
£118 Upper Auchenlay. NCC £108
Blakehope. Suff £102 Haregill Cottage, £100 Burnside.
Chev M £91 Falnash.
Light ewes: Chev £95 Falnash.
BF £86 Cowburn, £70 Ellary.
Rams: Tex £96 Dempster. Chev
£82 Ardchonnel. Zwart £80
Clochkeil. BF £77 Brenchoille.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 200p
(186.3p); standard to 308p (219.9p);
medium to 334p (224.5p); heavy
to 283p (199.1p). Ewes: light to
£95 (£59.41); heavy to £140
(£78.35). Rams: £96 (£75.76).
____________________

Farmers plough on
with lambing season
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Livestock mart perseveres, despite drop in numbers and prices
THE chairman of the auction mart in
Longtown says they will continue to
provide their services in this time of
crisis.
Livestock numbers are down and prices
lower and the mart is selling only primestock – store cattle and store sheep –
once a week but it can’t sell breeding
sheep or cattle.
John Thomson, chairman. said: “A lot
of marts didn’t open two weeks ago but
we persevered. Although numbers were
lower and prices down, it was encouraging there was no collapse. We still
had eight buyers for prime sheep.
“We feel that confidence will stabilise
and trade will be better but not up to
previous levels.
“At the moment, we’re liaising with
staff on jobs and we hope to keep as
many as possible. We’re not intending
to lay off anyone permanently. At this
time of year a number always leave to
go lambing.
“The self-isolation at the mart has been
very good. Sellers are dropping off their
stock and going to reduce the footprint
of people at the site.”
Mr Thomson praised the UK government and said it could not have done

more and had made a genuine effort.
He added: “Its policy has been dead
right but where this will all end, I don’t
know.”
Farmer Andrew Elliot of Burnfoot at
Ewes said they had plenty of feed in for
livestock and as far as he knew the food
supply chain was doing okay.

as well. It’s easier when the sun shines.”
Neil said he always planned well ahead
when buying feed for the livestock but
distilleries, which supplied moist feed,
were closing their doors.
He said: “I always forward buy and
pre-empt what is going to happen. Prices
are going up but I bought the feed at the
winter price.
“Traditionally, it goes up in April and
May but I can buy it at a set price going
into the summer.”

Calving

He said: “We don’t use a lot of boughtin food and we’re not affected by the
price of stock because we don’t sell
anything at this time of year.
“I’m busy calving at the moment and
we don’t start lambing until mid-April.
We have 1,500 ewes to lamb. We’re
getting someone to help with the lambing
and he’ll be living in.”
Ron Weir, of Westerhall Farm in Westerkirk, is busy lambing and his wife,
Sheila, said he had not left the farm.
There were no problems with getting
sheep feed but Sheila said she was
finding it hard to find the dairy-free
milk, butter and cheese she needs.
Online shops were not taking on new
customers so she might have to go to
Carlisle to buy some.
Neil Imrie, of Harelawhole near

Weather

Ron Weir of Westerhall at last year’s Benty
show

Canonbie, said it was all systems go on
the farm.
He said: “It’s a bit like foot and mouth
for us. We’ve barricaded ourselves in
and are keeping to ourselves.
“We calve all year round and friends
have their sheep here and they’re lambing

Help for the vulnerable

LOREBURN Housing Association has taken
steps to identify tenants aged over 70 and
those who may be more vulnerable in the
current circumstances.
After implementing a business continuity
plan and moving the workforce to homeworking, an immediate action was to identify
those who need more support.
Sue Irving, director of housing services,
said: “We identified everyone, who may need
help, by cross-checking our digital database
with our teams’ extensive knowledge of our
customers.
“We made more than 500 individual calls in
a few days to reach everyone.
“We’ve identified anyone who might benefit
from an extra check, even something as simple
as a regular phone call from one of our team
to help with feelings of loneliness and isolation
as the weeks progress.
“For others, we can help to signpost and
make sure people have what they need. We’re
working with third sector organisations to
ensure our customers are not left without essential items or services.
“We’re here to help communities and this is
something we naturally want to do for our
customers.”
Anyone, who hasn’t had a call but would
like to hear from Loreburn, is encouraged to
get in touch.
Ring 01387 321300 for general enquiries
and 01387 321400 for repairs reporting.
Regular updates are at loreburn.org.uk and
on social media, including Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.
The Covid-19 crisis presents challenges to

Ken Porter, of Tanlawhill in Westerkirk,
started lambing his 1,100 last week,
some indoors and some outdoors so he
has welcomed the better weather.
He hasn’t recruited extra help because
of the lockdown and is managing with
the usual staff.
He said: “We thought we’d make do
with who we have. We didn’t want to
bring in anyone extra.”
He has plenty of feed and when he
needs things for the tractors, they are
dropped at the road ends so everyone is
being very sensible about keeping contact
to a minimum.
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Tub’s Ball
cancelled

COPSHAW Common Riding
committee has decided to cancel
the Tub’s Ball which was due
to take place on May 16.
The committee regrets this
but, because of COVID-19, its
first priority is the health and
safety of all involved and to
the villagers.
Further announcements about
other Common Riding events
will be made in due course.
____________________

Signs help
village

SIGNS
declaring
that
Newcastleton is a 'community
isolating' and Do Not Enter
have been placed at both ends
of the village.
This is a community council
initiative and has been supported
by a lot of people but others
are questioning whether it's a
good idea.
They point out that people
still have to leave the village to
get to work and deliveries have
to come in.
Greg Cuthbert, council vicechairman, said: “It's for the people who have been ignoring the
government guidelines.”

The
E & L Gallery

Send us your photographs!

Sue Irving, director of housing services at Loreburn

other services, including repairs and maintenance.
Sue added: “Service delivery in some areas
is understandably challenging. We’re still
doing emergency repairs, servicing gas boilers
and other safety-critical work.
“If anyone can’t allow access because they’re
self-isolating, we ask that they tell us so we
can make another appointment when it is safe
to do so.
“We’re writing to everyone as soon as we
have information to share. Our customers
have been very understanding of the difficulties
we face but, naturally, want to be reassured
that we’re doing all we can to deal with any
issues and resuming services as quickly as
possible.”

Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.

Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!
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Taking a look at the way things have changed over the years.
Gilly Fraser remembers life as it used to be as a Border TV reporter.

An

which for me is a real
highlight of the job. We often
film for a whole day at a time,
rather than the hour or two
allowed for news and usually
work with a camera operator
which is a real luxury after
self-shooting for most of my
career.

E&L Life

W

hen I joined Border
TV in 1986, I thought
I’d be given training
before being allowed on screen
- a period of induction, a
chance to familiarise myself
with the studio environment
and the completely new
experience of addressing a
camera. Wrong. I hit the
ground running – appearing
on Lookaround on my very
first day, launched on an
unsuspecting world as
Border’s new
reporter/presenter.
I had been a journalist for
about seven years by that
time – first on newspapers in
Doncaster, then on
Northsound radio in
Aberdeen. No-one expected to
go straight into the hallowed
territory of TV without doing
an apprenticeship first. In
truth I never expected to go
into broadcast journalism at
all – my Aberdonian accent
was a definite disadvantage
and anyway, all I wanted to
do was write. My ambitions
lay with magazines, but fate
took me to the wee square
box.

Digital

Hard to imagine in this
digital age, but Border still
worked on film then, and
news stories were a team
operation, with (in order of
importance) - cameraman,
soundman, electrician and
reporter. The first three would
begin work at around 8.30am,
with a sacrosanct first half
hour spent getting equipment
ready. We hapless reporters
would regularly be urged by
the newsdesk to get on the
road earlier, but we’d be met
with withering looks if we
even tried.
We would generally cover
two stories in a day – the first
often intended for that

Feature

evening’s Lookaround, and the
second a shelf item as there
wouldn’t be time enough to
get it back to base, processed
and edited. We covered
countless miles in the crew
vans, but always stopped for
coffee and bacon rolls en
route. Latterly the crews were
persuaded to carry brewmaking facilities in the vans
to save time, but before that I
got to know every café in the
region.
At the first location I would
chat to the interviewee(s) to
put them at ease, while the
Cameraman checked out
angles and the Sparks set up
lights, often rearranging
furniture to accommodate.
The soundman would attach a
mic to me, and ask for voice
levels, so inevitably I’d ask the
interviewee to tell me what
they’d had for breakfast. One
person said ‘pickled possum’ –
to this day I still hope that
was a joke.
Film cartridges were just
eight minutes long (if memory
serves me right) and
cameramen took it as a
personal affront if they had to
load up a second. Long
rambling questions and

Juggling

answers were to be avoided at
all costs and reporters were
expected to do pieces-tocamera in a couple of takes –
better still, one.
The whole thing
would be sent
back to Carlisle
complete with
detailed
instructions to
the editor,
then premobile

Gilly riding Grand National winner Rubstic during ITV Telethon

Gilly interviewing children's TV presenter Stu Francis

phones, the hunt would begin
for a phone box to let the
newsdesk know the job was
complete.
On Lookaround nights the
make-up lady would have the
unenviable task of making my
windswept and dishevelled
person presentable enough to
go on screen, there would be
a swift rehearsal to check
timings and links, and if
we were lucky, a few

minutes to chat to any studio
guests. More often it was just
one mad rush, but somehow
things generally worked out
okay.
I saw and experienced many
changes in my years at Border
– not only from film to video,
and phone kiosk to mobile, but
even from typewriter to
computer. I never had to film
my
own reports but the
techniques I
learned gave me
the skills to create
my own dvd’s when I
went freelance. It
was a cracking
period in my life
and

L

one I wouldn’t have missed for
the world.

ori Carnochan
brings us right
up to date with
a glimpse behind the
scenes into today’s
Border TV

I've worked as a journalist at
ITV Border for seven years,
and although the job
description might be
unrecognisable from what it
would have been thirty years
ago, it's still a real privilege to
share the stories that matter
most to your community. It's
one of the reasons I wanted to
join the profession.
Any preconceptions of a
glamorous TV reporter
lifestyle quickly evaporated
when I arrived at university. I
was handed a camera and told
to go out on to the streets of
Edinburgh and find a story.
This was the reality of the
modern journalist - find your
own stories, film them and
edit them. And it set me up
well for my future at Border.
During five years with
Border news, a typical day

Lori Carnochan in interview mode in the studio

would involve a quick call to
the news editor to confirm
what story I would be
providing for the programme.
I would then drive to a
location in Dumfries and
Galloway and film for a couple
of hours. I would then write
my script, record my
voiceover, edit everything on
my laptop, and send it via the
internet to the main hub in
Carlisle - all before the 4pm
deadline.

journalist, but the role
requires me to be everything
from researcher to director,
and everything in between. I
still source my own stories -

The long shoot days mean I
have to be not only reporter
and presenter, but also the
camera operator's director. It's
a real challenge juggling so
many roles at once, and I'm
constantly learning new skills.
I spend around a day editing
my item, then another day
with our in-house editor, who
adds his magic touch with
fancy editing tricks.
Making programmes comes
with a whole host of
additional compliance
regulations so I’m also
responsible for completing
risk assessments, consent
forms, location agreements
and so on.
I quite often visit local

Remote

As a remote reporter
working from home in
Dumfries, there wasn’t a team
of people around to help when
things went awry. So if I was
in the middle of Wigtownshire
with no phone signal or
internet connection, and my
main interviewee was late,
jeopardising my chances of
making the deadline - it was
tough cookie. I always had a
real sense of pride when the
finished package was aired on
the 6pm news.
I've worked for Border Life,
our non-news programme, for
two and a half years now. My
job title is still on-screen

Reporters always have a go - Lori trying her hand at curling

Primary and Secondary
schools to talk about my job.
It's amazing how many of the
students still believe you're
given a makeup artist, hair
stylist and a budget for your
wardrobe. Those days are long
gone.
Away from the day-to-day job
responsibilities, I engage with
our viewers via social media.
It's an incredible tool to have
in your repertoire, and I've
found many stories through
interaction with local
communities online. It means
you're always accessible so I
can never really switch off
from the job. But that's the
name of the game.
I suppose you could say that
the modern-day broadcast
journalist is a Jack of all
trades, and a master of none.
But I see it as a privilege,
being able to own your story
right from conception, through
to filming and editing, and
finally broadcast. Sure it's a
challenge, but it's one I love.
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Centre
progress

PROGRESS on redeveloping
the Townfoot Sports Centre in
Langholm continues.
During the COVID-19 pandemic the working group, who
manage and co-ordinate the
redevelopment project, are
working from home and making
progress, aided by consultant
Robert Potter & Partners.
All the field surveys for the
design feasibility phase have
been completed.
This includes measured, condition and structural surveys,
an engineer/services survey and
a topographical survey of the
area available as part of the
redevelopment.
The design consultant is now
drafting the project brief and
developing layout options. The
group expects to receive these
by mid-April and they will be
shared as soon as it is possible.
Meanwhile, the group is
developing the framework for
the business plan and drawing
up a list of potential funders.
It hopes to make good progress
this month.
During April and early May
the project will discuss the
development of layout options
and draft reports with the design
consultant it is hoped the design
feasibility study will be completed by the end of May.
Campbell Scott, the group’s
chairman, said: “The next step
would be to communicate and
discuss the design proposals
with the community, ideally
through a public forum such as
meetings in various venues.
“However, given the current
situation, this will probably be
difficult to do. We will keep
everyone fully informed of
progress via the newsletter and
updates on our Facebook page.
“We'll also look at different
ways we might be able to consult
the community.”

A sweeter
isolation

LIVING in self-isolation was
made just a little bit sweeter
for 130 households in
Newcastleton
with
the
unexpected arrival on the
doorstep of some special treats.
Packages of home-baked
goodies were delivered by a
band of helpers from the village’s resilience committee.
The treats were all made by
villager Diane Adamson, whose
oven must surely have gone
into overdrive to cope with the
extra work.
The lucky recipients of the
goody bags were clearly
delighted with the gifts and
were swift to express their
appreciation on Facebook.
It’s just one of a number of
initiatives being planned by the
community to help those currently in self-isolation.

Easter
Bunnies
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

‘I still believe in Santa, the
Easter Bunny, the Tooth Fairy
and true love.
Don’t even try to tell me
different.’ Dolly Parton
An

E&L Life

E

&L Young
Reporter Amber
Foster knows
that rabbits aren’t just
for Easter – here she
tells us about two very
special rabbits.
“I've loved and looked
after my two rabbits for
many years. Sadly,
they have both now
passed away, but I
wanted to tell you how
much I loved them and
to give you some tips
on how to keep rabbits
healthy and happy.
Their names were

Feature

Barley and Buster.
They were both boys.
Barley was calm,
adventurous and
happy, while Buster
was feisty, adventurous
and quick. Barley's fur
was brown at the back
with a white face and
tummy/back and his
eyes were dark brown.
Buster's fur was mostly
white with black spots,
one of his eyes was
brown and the other
was blue.
“They lived in my
shed which they

hadufull run of, with
their hutch in one
corner. They had big
rocks to climb over,
logs to nibble, twigs to
nibble, we even put the
twigs up high so they
had to stretch and they
had tunnels to run in
and out of.
“Every day I would
make sure they had
plenty of hay to keep
their teeth down, as
well as food and water.
They used to get some
vegetables in the
afternoon when I got
home from school. We
would collect twigs for
them like hazel, silver
birch and willow. Those
were their favourites.
“Sometimes I would
sit in the garden with
them if it was sunny. If
I lay down in the grass
they would climb over

Amber gives us tips on how to look after a rabbit

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Amber looked after Barley and Buster for many years

me. I would sometimes
put a cardboard box out
so they could have
some shade. They were
very adventurous and
loved to nibble at
anything they could get
their paws on. I miss
them both very much.”

By Amber Foster age
11 and a half

HOW TO LOOK AFTER A RABBIT
Make sure they have:
● constant supply of hay
● water
● company of their own species
● rabbit food
● bedding
● safe place to live
● interesting features to play on
Also
● move things about and add new things regularly
● keep their home clean and tidy
● just love them and spend time with them
● check their nails and keep short

FACTS ABOUT RABBITS
● they can live up to about 10 years
● lettuce is poisonous as are many other foods (do
a lot of research)
● males are cuddlier
● they need their nails clipped
● spend a lot of time handling them when they are
young
● they need a lot of space to hop, dig, run and
chase
● they need fibre 24/7
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Kia ora from Aotearoa
by Heather Kennedy
of Newcastleton

HELLO from New Zealand
or Land of the Long White
Cloud, as the Maori name
translates.
I am a junior doctor, currently
working in the city of
Christchurch on the South
Island.
As someone who grew up
in Copshaw Holm, I really
couldn't be further away from
home.
I moved here last November
after training and working in
Edinburgh.
I was unsure about which
medical speciality to go into
and was keen to experience
living and working in another
country for a period of time.
My year away has been
steadily increasing in duration,
which is testament to the positive experience I have had
so far.
I quickly settled into life in
Christchurch, being made to
feel at home by both my surroundings and the friendly
Kiwis (New Zealanders).
The similar landscapes and
way of living have reminded
me a lot of Scotland, with
only the time difference as a
constant reminder of the distance from family and friends.
The Scottish influence on
South Island is often apparent;
mountain biking at Cardrona,
NZ and Cardrona, Scottish
Borders have both brought a

smile to my face.
I have assured many Kiwis
that the word ‘wee’ is definitely
Scottish in origin but have
been confused by many Kiwi
words and phrases such as
jandals (flip-flops), tramping
(hiking/hillwalking) and sweet
(good/cool/ok).
For me, the main attraction
of the country was the vast
array of outdoor activities.
On my doorstep there are
beautiful hills with a wide
range of trails for walking,
running and mountain biking.
I can get to the beach for
swimming or surfing in 20
minutes and in winter I can
be at a ski field in under two
hours.
During my annual leave I
have taken the opportunity
to travel further afield and
enjoyed the varied scenery
and options for adventure.
My family visited in January,
which was really special, and
our action-packed holiday
included a visit to Hobbiton
and a relaxed day cycling between vineyards in the sundrenched Marlborough wine
region.

COVID-19

Of course, New Zealand has
not escaped the COVID-19
pandemic and life here has
not carried on as usual.
The spread of the disease to
the country occurred later than
that in Europe and, currently,
the case numbers are fewer

Quiz
Answers

from E&L Advertiser
April 2, 2020

1) Music & Arts Quiz
by The Telfords
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Monarch of the Glen
Andy Warhol
Frida Kahlo
Vincent van Gogh
Tracy Emin
Dougie Mclean
Deacon Blue
Rocket Man
Billie Eilish
Dave
Stormzy
The Sex Pistols
Simple Minds
The Proclaimers
Flower of Scotland

____________________

2 ) Rugby Quiz
by Kenneth Pool
1

Heather in Mount Cook National Park

and rate of spread is less.
Border control and lockdown measures were implemented far earlier than in
the UK and I’m hopeful that
the toll on the population and
health service is comparatively less.
It has been difficult to watch
the news and hear about the
impact on family and friends
back home, especially fellow
healthcare workers.
It is sobering that the freedom of movement around
the world which allowed me
to move here in the first place
has propagated the spread

Tony Stanger &

The Kennedy family
from
Newcastleton
Jeremy
Guscott

2
3
4
5
6

Pedal power in the NZ vineyards

of this terrible virus.
However, I have seen firsthand the resilience and compassion which a tragic event
such as this brings out in
people from the Christchurch
mosque attacks last year.
Closer to home, the community spirit and kindness
shown during the recent

Neil Jenkins
John Goodfellow
1988
1985
Scotland 1999 &
England 2000
7
Jason Robinson
8
1980
9
Phil Bennett
10 Irving Davidson
11 Lineout
flooding in Newcastleton will
12 Neil Stevenson &
provide a defence against
Tommy Elliot
this new challenge.
13 Johnny Gray &
I'm hoping to visit bonnie
Huw Jones
Scotland in August but feel
14 Eric Beattie
grateful for the connection
15 Played for both teams in
of messages, photos and
his semi-junior career
video calls in the meantime.
16
65
Kia kaha; stay strong.
17 Lewis Miller
18 Jamie Heaslip
19 Scott Johnson
20 Tom Scott &
Ewan KennedyHector
using pedal
power
Monro

____________________

Action on
climate

Whanganui River

The Kennedy family visit New Zealand’s Hobbiton

DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council is pushing on with plans
to create a climate emergency
citizens’ panel.
The cross-party working group
on the climate emergency updated
the COVID-19 sub-committee
on its progress in implementing
its 12-point plan.
Councillor Elaine Murray, council leader, said: “Last June we
declared a climate emergency
and agreed the action plan.
“Members were clear they wanted to progress at pace to deliver
our commitments and early
action.
“We’re urgently reviewing all
Council policy and practice to
identify ways to reduce our carbon
impact.”
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100 years: Machine Gun Hen

Langholm with the Lid Off

The Central Cinema in the Eskdale Temperance Hotel

We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

MAGICAL MOVING
PICTURES
contd.……….

NOT only that but she was
accompanied
by
‘Josie’
Allison, composer for the
music for ‘A Wee Bit Toon”
and
perhaps
one
of
Langholm’s finest violinists.
Josie had the habit, like many
men his age group in
Langholm,
of
chewing
tobacco as opposed to smoking tobacco.

Chewing tobacco was as hard
as toffee and a sliver was cut
and placed in the mouth and
stimulated the saliva which
mixed with tobacco into a mixture which could not be swallowed but had to be spat out.
Hence the basins on the floor
and the decks of ships known as
‘spitoons’. In spitting it out is
was not like a hacking cough
mixed with mucous but a fine
liquid rather that the colour of
tea and this was squirted
through the pursed lips in a fine
jet under considerable air
pressure from the lungs.

Bella Fletcher at the piano.
From a drawing by David Murray

Some devotees were so accurate that on a clear day they
could hit a fly. Unfortunately for
‘Josie’ the ‘spittoon’ was situated on the floor behind Bella
and, always the gentleman Josie
didn’t want to splash Bellas
white evening gown so he aimed
to the left of the spittoon with
the result that come the interval
and all wee children in the front
seats made a dash for the only
toilet, the floor behind Bella was
like a skating pond and we all
finished up in a heap in the cor-

ner.

Such was the situation when
my mother gave Pinder a penny
to take me to Milligan’s Hall to
the silent pictures as I was a bit
slow at reading and didn’t
understand some of the words.

True to his word, Pinder got
me ensconced three rows from
the front and in the centre of the
screen. He began reading every
caption even although I could
read many of them. When a big
work came on the screen and I
didn’t understand it Pinder
would try to explain in great
detail although I began to doubt
if he knew what it meant. Older
people in the more expensive
seats behind us began to
“shussh! Shussssh!” A much
older boy in the row in front
turned around and told Pinder to
shut up. Pinder smashed him on
the left ear. I remember distinctly that it was on the left ear,
and all hell broke loose.

Chairs were flying in the front
three rows as Pinder and this big
boy, I can’t remember his name,
rolled about on the floor. It

wouldn’t have been as bad had
it been a battle scene on the
screen – ‘charge of the Light
Brigade’ or something like that
with Bella and Josie giving
them Wagner’s “ride of the
Valkyries” but no, it was a love
scene with both of them deep
into “Loves Old Sweet Song”
and as true professionals they
continued. Thomas Milligan
fought his way into the middle
of the fracas and dragged Pinder
out. As I was with Pinder I
grabbed his hand and we were
both thrown out together. When
I got home long before the end
of the performance my mother

asked what was wrong. I daren’t
tell her we had been thrown out
so I said I had been sick so she
gave me a spoonful of “syrup of
figs” and put me to bed.

However, Thomas Milligan
was OK and when Pinder took
me along the following Saturday he said that if we promised
to keep quiet, he would allow us
in once more and do you know
– my reading improved after
that. But the greatest film I saw
in that era – no, the only film in
sound, colour, 3D or Panasonic
that ever influenced my life was
the following New Year’s Day
of the Pinder incident.

Tom Mix

At the Temperance Hotel they
were showing a Tom Mix cowboy film. They had for the first
time, a huge coloured poster
posted on to a cement slab at the
top of the arch leading to the
hall opposite the Town Clock,
showing Tom Mix reared up on
a white horse waving a white
Stetson. Milligan’s Hall was
showing a film called the “The
Flag Lieutenant”, It was the
story of the battle of Jutland and
the flag lieutenant was the hero.
I would have gone for Tom Mix
but Pinder decided we go to the
“Flag Lieutenant because not
only would Bella and Josie be
playing “Hearts of Oak” and
“Land of Hope and Glory” etc.
but Paul Scott who claimed to
have his toes frozen off in the
First World War while standing
in the trenches, would be hitting
the big drum of the Langholm
Town Band when the 16” guns
were firing for special effects. I
was spellbound as the two great
fleets locked in mortal combat
and the 16” guns opened up
with Bella really thumping the
piano and Josie on his feet with
the excitement and the old fiddle screeching, Big Paul Scott
on the big drum, unfairly perhaps gave it everything when
the home fleet fired but was
slightly quieter with the German’s 16” salvos.

In the excitement all wee boys
began to cheer and Thomas
Milligan threw nobody out. I
vowed there and then that someday I would join the Royal
Navy.

An egg laying record is that imported from America where a hen has laid 16 eggs in a day.
Thirteen of the eggs were laid before a witness who has sworn an oath on the presence of a
judge that these 13 eggs were laid by the hen without getting off her nest to take a breath! The
hen belongs to an American and is a White Rock. She is called the “The Machine Gun Pullet” or
the “Magazine Hen” and sceptics who have visited her have come away converted. She does not
lay 16 eggs every day; that is her highest record; but she maintains a good daily average, having
produced 151 eggs in a month and 77 in one month. She is a very particular bird, and as soon as
she thought about laying, she marked a particular barn for the purpose and would not begin her
career until she had been admitted. She laid from four to six eggs per day from the outset and
hundreds of people came to see her. The hen, unfortunately is in America, where wonderful
things are apt to happen but all the evidence supports the story. If it is true, the bird’s future will
probably resemble the future of two recent freak layers in this country. She will suddenly stop
laying and never produce another egg during her life.

80 years: Presbytery Tribute to late Mr J S Laidlaw

At a meeting of Hawick presbytery on Wednesday Rev. William Lindsay MA paid tribute to the
late Mr Laidlaw, Langholm, who was an elder of Langholm Parish Church. Mr Lindsay said the
presbytery had lost by the death of a valuable member of Mr Laidlaw who was ordained to the
eldership of Langholm Parish Church in 1901 He was a faithful member of the church attending
most regularly and performing the duties of elder very faithfully. He took a great interest in religious matters in Langholm often conducting mission meetings in the hall there in connection
with the town Mission, and those who came in contact with him looked on him as a man who
was sincere. Although he did not take part very much in the deliberations of the Presbytery, his
presence would be missed.

50 years: Another Langholm Factory to open branch in Lockerbie

It has been officially announced that the Langholm Dyeing and Finishing Company is to open a
new £10,000 winding department in Lockerbie because of the shortage of women workers in
Langholm. Building and machine installation is nearing completion and the plant is expected to
open in a few weeks’ time. The new department will provide work for 12 women initially and the
firm will also establish a mill shop at the new premises similar to the one already open in
Langholm.

25 years:£420 boost for summer outing

Around £420 was raised towards the summer outing for the elderly with a coffee morning in the
Mission Hall on Saturday. The event was organised by the Langholm branch of Age Concern and
Secretary Sheila Calvert said later; “The committee of Age Concern would like to thank everyone
who either gave donations or helped at the coffee morning which was a great success. The sum of
£420 was realised.” Raffle winners were – Hamper, Betty Borthwick; wine Nan Irving, Windsor
Greenwood, Helen Fisher, May Harkness; Easter eggs, Mrs Dickson, Molly Milligan; skirt length
K Bell; chocolates Kathy Robinson, Jean Goodfellow, Elaine Anderson; juice container Peg
Hotson; flowers Daisy Hatfield; fruit Sheila Calvert; shortbread Lena Little; “smellies” Betty
Cairns; drawer liners Margaret Wilkinson; mini Easter eggs Dorothy Irving ; Matchmakers Jean
McVittie; Quality Street Nancy Barnfather; passion fruit fizz Peg Hotson; biscuits May Young
and Jean Herbertson.

Helping behind the scenes at the Age Concern coffee morning are Sadie Bell, Elaine Anderson and Margaret Pool

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Lovely view of Langholm Parish Kirk and the Kirk Brig taken by Mairi Telford Jammeh
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...restaurants...film...theatre...music...activities...travel...

Travel Review :
Petra, Jordan

Reviewers:
Tony Parker &
Avril Bannatyne

AT THE end of February Avril and
I fulfilled lifelong ambitions to visit
the ‘Rose red city half as old as time’
- Petra.
We had earlier joined the Fred Olsen
cruise ship Boudicca in Dubai as it set
off to complete its round-the-world
voyage, finishing in Dover mid-March.
After visiting ports in Oman and seeing
the exciting Arab cities of Kasab and
Muscat, we braved the pirates off the
Horn of Africa and, finally, sailed up
the Gulf of Aqaba to moor in the samenamed port from where we would visit
the famous city.
Petra is a two-hour journey from

Aqaba, high in the mountains and, on
the day of our visit, extremely cold.
We hired a horse carriage to take us
from the entrance to the Treasury. This
was an adventure in itself. The ride
was downhill, on a very rough path,
and the driver made no concessions.
The carriage went at a good lick, which
was okay until we entered the narrow
defile called the Siq, just wide enough
for the carriage to pass through.
The carriage belted along, scattering
walking tourists in all directions and,
as we approached the destination, the
horse, who clearly knew the route like
the back of his hoof, broke into a
canter. We were both very relieved
when we suddenly exited the Siq and
there was the Treasury in front of us.
The Treasury, or Al-Khazneh in
Arabic, is what you’ve all seen in pictures or in films like Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade. It’s an amazing
sight, much better in reality than in
pictures.
The colour is really more golden
brown. John Burgon, who wrote the
famous words, had not visited Petra at
the time, although he did later. It was
not a treasury but a royal tomb and
there’s no elixir of life in its portals.

Petra was built by the Nabataeans,
at about the time of Christ. Besides
the Treasury, there are lots of other
royal tombs with carved entrances and
a huge amphitheatre. Among all the
sights there are shops and cafes and
hoards of itinerant souvenir sellers.
We bought a lovely stone cup for
$15, bartered down from $60. There
are also camels and donkeys for hire.
We couldn’t resist the camels, as you
can see in the photo, taken right in
front of the Treasury. Most of the
traders were Bedouins who used to
live in the many caves on the site but
now live in the city of Wadi Musa,
which has grown up outside Petra.
The journey back by carriage was
much more sedate as uphill; we were
very pleased to take it as it is a long
trek back to the entrance where we
had a most welcome lunch.
After Aqaba, we sailed through the
Suez Canal, visited Jerusalem and
stopped off in Cyprus, Malta and
Athens, before coronavirus caused
Spain to close its ports to us and we
headed home to Dover. Definitely the
‘holiday of a lifetime’, one which will
live in our memories.

Avril and Tony in the ‘
‘Rose red city half as old as time’’
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So many worlds just waiting to
be discovered – through words

E&L Life columnist Carys Mainprize
reflects on the infinite power of words…

M

y word of the day calendar
tells me today’s work is
‘bosky’ – meaning covered
by trees or shrubs; wooded. I think
of the little bench and private spot
I’ve discovered out the back of
Arthuret Church in Longtown, where
the buzzards circle lazily until they
get mobbed by crows. The hill
slopes down quickly, but the grass
is studded by gnarled trees and
tough bushes.
I have been using this calendar
as writing prompts, and I enjoy
finding ways to include words like
“flibbertigibbet” (previously, I had
thought this was a word my dad
had made up to tease me with) or
“collywobbles” into a short, inspired
piece of fiction. The etymology of
words is fascinating, but more and
more I have been thinking about
the nature words that crop up, and
how much more I enjoy including
them in my descriptions of setting.
Perhaps because of my background in biology I enjoy this
crossover between writing and
nature all the more. My creative
writing, more often than not, falls

into the fantasy genre, where nature
can be made fantastical, threatening, holy, or anything else which
suits the narrative. Indeed, in any
piece of writing it can set the tone,
provide atmosphere, or become
an obstacle, but fantasy allows for
artistic licence – suddenly you can
be faced with a willow tree which
comes alive and thumps anyone
who comes close, like in Harry
Potter, or a deep mine in which
dark things live, such as Lord of
the Rings.

An

E&L Life
Feature

Backdrop

My favourite use of nature within
writing is as an innocuous backdrop:
a moment of fascination for the
reader to portray how vastly different
their new setting is from the familiar.
A creature of ice that can dampen
magical powers (useful as a plot
device); a glossy bird which can
vanish in the dark; a forest flower
that wilts as it is touched.
Nature in the real world is nothing
short of amazing, of course. I think
that experimenting with it in writing
only proves this, as quick research

shows how dolphins and whales
evolved to echolocate, or how coral
is two species in one (and an animal, not a plant), or how a group
of aspen trees can be considered
one single organism because of
their extensive root system.
How amazing the world around
us is! Each part of the natural world
is fascinating in its complexity,
something that is missed when we

briefly cast our eyes over it, barely
noticing what is at our feet. But
pay attention and there is a plethora
of inspiration – for writing, for art,
for simple curiosity.
And tomorrow, I’ll wait to see
what my next word of the day is,
and hope it leads me to discover
more about the fascinating depth
of nature.
______________________

by Carys Mainprize

"But words are things,

and a small drop of ink,

Falling like dew, upon a thought,
produces
That which makes thousands,
perhaps millions, think."

George Gordon, Lord Byron
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PLUMBINg & HEATINg

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

OPTICIAN

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

Personal
fromyour
your
careand
andattention
attention from
Personalcare
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectacles
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

CURRENTLY ONLY ACCEPTING
EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk

TO LET

CHIMNEY SWEEP

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
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The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm Dg13 0JH
013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk
VETERINARY SERVICES
Borders Business Park
Longtown
CA6 5TD

Come and pop in to our Longtown Surgery
We also run a Pet Health Clinic
every Thursday 4-5 pm in
Newcastleton Village Hall
For an appointment for either of the above
call 01228 791245
Email: info@capontreevets.co.uk
Website: www.capontreevets.co.uk
MOBILE VAN TIMES

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MOBILE POST OFFICE

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

GROW Your Business
with the E & L!
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25 for a single insertion but if you
advertise your business monthly, the price falls to
£15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapses
to £10 - that’s nearly nowt! *

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 2.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2.30pm
___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN

Community Centre Car Park
Charles Street, Langholm
EVERY THURSDAY
12.15pm - 12.55pm

This can include your logo or other graphic and can
be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic
and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

JOHN SMITH
JOINERY

5cm x 2 column

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Green Street
Gretna DG16 0BA
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VAT at the prevailing rate.

born in 1848 ......and still going strong!

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER - COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in the
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser you can come into the
office and speak to the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your complaint has been
handled you may write to the Company Secretary at
Muckle Toon Media CIC, Ashleybank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN.

Sports News
Thursday April 9, 2020

COVID-19 UPDATE: all racing
CANCELLED UNtil end of april

MANY THANKS FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Libby switches
focus to 2021
Athletics

CANCELLATION of this year’s Olympic and
Paralympic Games, due to be held in Tokyo,
has come as a big blow to thousands of
athletes who have been in training but they
have welcomed the news that they will be
held in 2021.
The philosophical viewpoint of Paralympian
sprinter Libby Clegg was simply: “Same goals,
new dates … Tokyo 2021.”
Libby, who has family in Langholm and Newcastleton, resumed training after having her baby,
Edward, a year ago, with the Paralympics as her
main target.

Medals

She has already won silver and gold medals at
Beijing 2008, London 2012 and Rio 2016 in
100m and 200m races and is now aiming for her
fourth games.
Libby is registered blind and her appearance
in Dancing On Ice earlier this year was much
celebrated and she made the final with two other
couples.
The Tokyo Olympic Games will now start on
July 23, 2021 and run to August 8.
The Paralympic Games, originally due to start
on August 24, 2020, will now take place between
August 24 and September 5, 2021.
Andrew Parsons, International Paralympic
Committee president, said: "When the Paralympic
Games do take place in Tokyo next year, they
will be an extra-special display of humanity
uniting as one, a global celebration of human resilience and a sensational showcase of sport.
"With the games 512 days away, the priority
for all those involved in the Paralympic movement
must be to focus on staying safe with their
friends and family during this unprecedented
and difficult time."

Libby Clegg: “Same goals, new dates . . .Tokyo 2021”

The decision to postpone both events was taken
to protect the health of the athletes and everyone
involved, and to support the containment of the
COVID-19 virus.
The new dates also took into consideration the
rest of the global sports calendar.
The World Athletics Championships, originally
set to take place in Oregon, USA, between
August 6 and August 15, 2021, will be postponed
until 2022.
If that is moved back exactly a year, it would
clash with the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham which is set to take place between
July 27 and August 7.

Hughes is crowned
champion jump jockey
Horseracing

BRIAN Hughes, who rides regularly for James
Ewart Racing of Langholm, has been crowned
champion jump jockey for the first time in
his career.
Hughes, 34, who is based in North Yorkshire,
also won the Northern championship.
His tussle for the prize with Richard Johnson
during the unfinished 2019/20 season ended
when the British Horseracing Authority announced
the sport’s worst-kept secret on Monday.
Hughes rode 141 winners over the course of
the season to beat defending champion Johnson,
who finished 19 adrift with 122 winners.
Hughes told the Racing Post: "It has always
been a dream of mine to become champion
jockey so to have finally achieved it is fantastic.
“It's obviously a little disappointing that we
haven't been able to see out the season.
“We were all looking forward to doing so and
there were some big race days to look forward
to but circumstances are out of our hands and
racing's no different.
"I've had another great season with 141 winners
and I cannot thank all the trainers, owners, stable
staff and my family who have continued to
support me.
“Like everyone else, I can't wait to get back
out there riding and will be doing everything I
can to keep hold of the title next season."
James Ewart’s partnership with Hughes goes
back more than a decade when they were introduced by Irish bloodstock agent Bobby O’Ryan.
Hughes had just come over from Ireland as a
conditional jockey – he won that championship
in 2008 – and O’Ryan encouraged Ewart to use
Hughes.
Ewart said: “When he won the conditional
championship, he rode most of our winners that
year, too.
“He has ridden all our winners this year, except
one. He is the best in the north by a long, long
way.
“If he’s riding your horse, you know you’ll get
the best possible result and I try to give him as
much support as possible.
“There are lots of things I like about Brian.

Brian Hughes wins on Clondaw Caitlin at Kelso

What I admire most is his consistency.
“All of us have our good and bad days and
most of us make plenty of mistakes.
“Brian is not like that and that’s why he’s
champion jockey and why he’s so good. He
doesn’t make mistakes.
“He rides with a level of finesse which has
been compared to Paul Carberry. He virtually
never makes mistakes in races. He’s always in
the right place at the right time.”
Jonathan Garratt, managing director of Kelso
Races Ltd, said: “Brian’s work ethic is second
to none and he really deserves this success.
“Although the season was unfortunately curtailed, he was at Kelso right up to the end,
scoring aboard Proper Ticket for Fergal O’Brien
at the meeting we staged behind closed doors on
March 16.
“He was also successful in Kelso’s most prestigious race of the season, the Grade 2 William
Hill Premier Novices Hurdle, riding Clondaw
Caitlin for Ruth Jefferson.
“He’s ridden winners at so many courses for so
many different trainers. It’s great for everyone
involved in jump racing in northern Britain.”

Anniversary

“It will be tough; there is no doubt
about that but there is a great atmosphere among the players and in the
club generally at the moment and we
hope we can take this forward into
next season as the club approaches its
150th anniversary.”
Off the pitch the club has been recog-

nised for the hard work of its volunteers,
successful youth programmes and the
recently-introduced veterans’ touch
rugby.
It was awarded the Tennent’s community club of the season for the East
Region. This follows the nomination
for local club of the year at the Daily
Record Scottish sports awards.
Catriona said: “It is unsatisfying that
the rugby season has been curtailed
but the club would like to take the
opportunity to congratulate the players
on a successful season on the pitch
and thank the coaches, backroom staff,
committee, volunteers, members and
supporters for their support over the
season.”
____________________
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Guarantee

After the Christmas break, the weather
put paid to a number of fixtures and
the return fixture away to Leith would
be a top-of-the-table clash to guarantee
promotion for one side.
While it is frustrating for both teams
that the fixture, twice rescheduled previously, could not be fulfilled, it is a
similar story in Scotland and the wider
rugby world.
A league restructure at the end of the

2018/19 season when only one team
was promoted, with Langholm finishing
second, was disheartening.
But the results show the coach and
players took this in their stride and
were out to prove themselves.
Catriona added: “The challenge is
now on to come back next season and
go one better and secure promotion to
East 1.
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The SRU has declared the current
rugby season null and void with no
promotion or relegation from any
of the premier, national or regional
leagues.
Langholm RFC is disappointed about
the decision but is already looking forward to next season’s challenge of
securing promotion from East League
2 to 1.
Catriona Bell, club secretary, said:
“After Scottish Rugby’s decision to
declare the 2019-20 domestic rugby
season null and void, the club is disappointed but accepts the decision,
given the current climate, which puts
things into perspective.”

After a heavy defeat away to North
Berwick in the opening game of the
season, the squad regrouped and turned
things around.
It won 10 and drew one match out of
the 15 games played, including an
unbeaten run at home.
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