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100 not out
for Jean

CENTENARIAN
Jean
McKie celebrated her 100th
birthday on Monday with a
greeting from Her Majesty the
Queen.
Full story: Page 3
NEWS

Centre delivers
600 meals

WEEK four of the COVID19 lockdown and Langholm
Day Centre staff are busy
making and delivering fresh
meals to their members.

Full story: Page 10
SPORT

McArthur’s visit
still on the cards

COMMONWEALTH Games
athlete Holly McArthur will
keep her date with Langholm
Academy as soon as it is safe
to do so.
Full story: Page 16

Jobs at risk at mill
after orders dry up
Established May 1848
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Most of the 16 workers face being made redundant by company

C’mon and blow
Alex, blow!

THE weekly applause for NHS
staff is giving people all over
the country the chance to
show their appreciation not
only for the health service but
also many other key workers.
But people aren’t only
applauding; they’re playing
instruments, too.
Alex
Weatherstone
of
Elizabeth Street dug out a 100year-old horn which had been
hanging in his garden shed for
40 years.
Alex, 89, stands on his
doorstep to blow the horn which
was previously owned by
Johnny Storey. He has no idea
where Johnny got it from.
An inscription reads: “Church
Lads Brigade, 13 Craven Street,
London 1902” so it’s 118 years
old.
The copper and brass horn still
plays beautifully.
For more photos, turn to page 9.

Alex Weatherstone of Langholm blows his horn
on Thursday evening in support of NHS staff

MOST of the 16 employees
at Drove Weaving in
Langholm are at risk of redundancy, it has been revealed.
Lochcarron of Scotland has
announced that Drove Weaving
will enter into a period of consultation to consider the cessation of all production at the
mill.
The proposal under consideration means most of the staff
are at risk should the business
be unable to find a solution to
the current situation.
Trading has become increasingly difficult and the current
global situation relating to coronavirus has only exacerbated
this.
In an attempt to avoid compulsory redundancies the management is willing to consider
any viable options which may
help.
Drove Weaving is a division
of Lochcarron and manufacturers for the Selkirk company.
It also undertakes commission
weaving for a number of UK
textile brands.
Some have their own manufacturing base and use Drove
for specialist projects or when
they need increased capacity.
Others are manufacturers without looms.
A spokesman for Lochcarron
said: “The commission work
has been reducing steadily over
time and in the current circumstances there are indications
that it is unlikely to recover for
some considerable time.
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“Lochcarron has been able to
support weaving at Drove
through a range of qualities,
woven specifically there and
by sharing other work which
would normally have been undertaken in our Selkirk mill.

Capacity

“Recent investment in new
machinery in Selkirk has helped
increase capacity to manage
what had been growing demand
but, with the global downturn,
it is experiencing a dramatic
reduction in demand and, as a
consequence, has excess capacity.
“We don’t see a return to anything like sufficient work to
maintain Drove Weaving either
from Lochcarron or external
customers for some considerable
time.
“We are taking up schemes
such as furloughing and applying for government loans for
the whole business.
“Drove has provided weaving
for many companies for more
than four decades and it is regrettable that circumstances beyond anyone’s control have led
to this situation.
“The management team will
work with both staff and interested parties should any other
viable solutions become apparent.”
Robbie Trussler and his wife,
Sheila, founded the company
in Drove Road more than four
decades ago and Robbie still
manages it.
>Turn to page 2

Thanks for Sympathy

Church Notices

FOSTER

Angela, Nancy and Family would like to thank
everyone for the flowers, cards, calls and well
wishes that they received after the passing of
Jerome.
Special thanks to Dr Rose from Canonbie Surgery
for his exceptional care of Jerome. Also special
thanks to Shaun from Hedley & Turnbull Funeral
Directors for all his help and support.
To Jean Martindale for her lovely service & to
everyone that attended the service in what can only
be described as a horrendous time.
Heartfelt thanks to you all.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Congratulations

Happy 100th Birthday

Jean McKie
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on reaching her 100th birthday
on Monday, April 20.
From her family, friends and neighbours
The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

LEADER

Dumfries & Galloway

and charitable trusts and individuals
from the community of Langholm.

Dumfriesshire
East Community
Benefit Group

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The Scottish
Government

The European
Agricultural Fund
for Rural Developmenrt
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Team SOS is ready to support businesses
WORKING as one team to
and
businesses
support
southern
in
communities
Scotland is the top priority of
Dumfries and Galloway and
Scottish Borders Councils and
the new South of Scotland
Enterprise (SOSE).
That’s the message from the three
organisations which, as Team South
of Scotland (Team SOS) will
implement actions to support the
economy to respond to the impact
of COVID-19 in a way which best
supports the area’s unique needs.
The Team SOS approach builds
on the existing strengths of both
councils and the newly-established
SOSE.
Officials and members from all
three meet regularly to develop a
shared understanding and plans
which will give support where there
are gaps in existing support.
The team has met virtually and
shared data and intelligence to
better understand the current
impacts of the pandemic in various
sectors.
This analysis allows potential
gaps to be identified to implement
some targeted actions to best
and
businesses
support
communities.
This will include doing more
all
of
evaluation
detailed
communities through a place-based
approach to give dedicated support
to businesses and organisations in
each area.

Resources

The team is creating a virtual
Team SOS by pooling staff to
and
resources
maximise
intelligence.
Both councils are processing the
business support grants and
focusing efforts on making sure
organisations find the right support
and ensuring feedback is given to

Many congratulations to

Leader
D&G

Action on south
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Prof Russel Griggs addresses a meeting in Langholm last November

the Scottish government,
Councillor Rob Davidson, depute
leader at Dumfries and Galloway,
said: “This is, without doubt, the
most effective way of ensuring the
right support can be put in place for
our businesses and communities.
“Partnership working with other
bodies will help develop a robust
recovery plan, looking beyond the
immediate emergency.”
Councillor Mark Rowley, Scottish
Borders Council’s executive
member for business and economic
development, said: “Given the
enormous scale of the challenge,
working as one team is the most
effective way to help businesses
survive, make their way through the
challenges, get back on their feet
wherever possible and ensure the
right support is available.”
Professor Russel Griggs, SOSE
chairman, added: “We have been
clear from the start that SOSE is

committed to supporting both
councils.
“We’re having very productive
discussions with them to develop
plans on where we can potentially
add to the support and resources
during this difficult time.

Partnership

“This partnership builds on the
work we did over the past two years
with the councils and the South of
Scotland Economic Partnership
(SOSEP) which paved the way for
SOSE. This will continue postcrisis.”
Support from Team SOS is at
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk or
260280;
01387
call
www.scotborders.gov.uk/covid19
business or call 01835 825600;
www.southofscotlandenterprise.
com or call 0300 304 8888.
Keep up to date with the support
at findbusinesssupport.gov.scot

Downturn happened very rapidly
> From Page 1

“We had hit bad times and
Lochcarron said it would like to
take us on because it wanted to
expand its business into fashion
items and we had a skilled workforce.”
He said the current downturn
happened very quickly, adding:
“There will be staff to be made
redundant whatever happens but,
numbers-wise, I wouldn’t like to
say how many.
“There is work there but customers started cancelling within
the past few weeks.
“They didn’t want finished cloth
and the factories they were working with in France and Italy were
all shut. Everything just stopped.

“We had not been as busy but
we were always up to our budget.
Lochcarron has a big production
unit and the work was not there
to help us.

Ireland

“Our customers include tailors
in London and we have a company
in Ireland and we do all the
weaving for him but he’s not getting any tourists.”
Drove also weaves swatches for
fashion designers to take to customers at the big shows in France
and Italy and all over the world
but everything has been cancelled.
Robbie said: “We’ve been involved with a few companies, including Kynoch (the design division
of Reid & Taylor), so there will be
more than just us suffering.”

He added: “It’s not the way I
wanted to go out of textiles; one
of the thoughts was to mothball
the business. It’s not as though
the workers are going get work
elsewhere, sadly.
“Everyone is in the same boat.
We hope to hang on in there and
have a semblance of a company
at the end of it all but nothing
will be the same as it has been.
“Even if we’re resurrected in
some fashion, it will not be in the
same state. But I’m open to
carrying on.”
statement
joint
a
In
Dumfriesshire MP David Mundell
and MSP Oliver Mundell said:
"This news comes at the worst
possible time for the individuals
and families concerned and is a

further blow to Langholm.

Reflection

"Sadly, the decision is a reflection
of the difficulties in the textile
industry which has been badly hit
by a drop in demand as a result of
COVID-19 and there seems little
prospect of keeping Drove Weaving operating in its current form
at this time.
"There is no doubt this makes
the ongoing economic regeneration
work in the town even more important and we stand ready to
support those efforts in any way
we can and would encourage any
employees to get in touch directly
if they are looking for help or advice."

No pause on flood
scheme disappoints
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Horse quiz
answers

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14
15
16

17

Eohippus
It has one less set of ribs
Horse and Hound
Chewing of Wood
Nick Skelton
Copenhagen
Alexander the Great
Velvet Brown
Spruce
40
Piebald
The ridge between the
shoulder blades
A type of bit
A racehorse named after
a mountain. He was a
steeplechaser.
220y /201.16m
Golden colour with a
white tail and mane
To protect the inside of
the horse's legs from the
opposite hoof knocking
into the lower leg and
the fetlock. They run
from under the knee and
down the inside of the
leg, covering the fetlock.

Quiz set by
Mairi Telford Jammeh
and Lara Porter
Published in the
E&L Advertiser - 16/04/20

THE council team in charge of developing Langholm’s flood protection
scheme has squashed a rumour that
the project is on hold for six months.
Work will continue as planned, despite
Dumfries and Galloway Council putting
so much of its resources into responding
to the COVID-19 crisis.
A community group calling for a pause
during the pandemic has voiced its disappointment that the scheme continues.
A council spokesperson said: “We have
had to prioritise services and workloads
but consider the continued development
of the Langholm scheme as a critical element of business as usual.
“On that basis our design team continues
to work on this scheme because it is vital
to protect the community against future
flooding events.
“When we need to do a further formal
engagement, the project will go on hold
until after the restrictions are lifted.
“A planning application is not needed
in this instance; instead, a confirmed flood
protection scheme receives deemed planning permission if it is approved through
the flood order process. More details are
on the website.”

The spokesperson added: “As with any
public engagement, we are aware there
are concerns and objections.
“Based on our work to date and taking
account of feedback, the council feels
confident to proceed to completion of the
outline design of a scheme based on direct
defences with an overflow channel to relieve flow on the Wauchope during highflow events.
Langholm’s flood defences review group
is asking the council to reconsider the
preferred option in favour of a lowerimpact scheme.

“The scheme, as it stands, will seriously
and adversely affect the town’s character
and amenities.
“We’re seeking to explore the scope for
modifications which will safeguard the
town’s unique character and heritage,
while providing appropriate defences.

Practices

Technical

A group statement said: “It’s disappointing the council has refused to consider
the impact COVID-19 is having on our
community group’s ability to organise
and engage with the ongoing process.
“We believe the proposed scheme has
failed to address some serious technical
issues and has a number of design flaws
and various weaknesses.
“The council must address these major
ongoing concerns if it’s not to risk wasting
taxpayers’ money.
“We called for a six-month pause and
design review so we could present these

100 not out for Jean

CENTENARIAN Jean McKie celebrated her 100th birthday on
Monday with a greeting from Her
Majesty the Queen and an
impromptu social distancing garden party at her Canonbie home.
Piper Jock Irving played a medley
of Scottish tunes, and Jean’s cousin
Tom Stothart of Langholm presented
her with a birthday cake baked by
Gaye Graham, also of Langholm.
Neighbours sang Happy Birthday
and wished her well on a very special
day in these strangest of times.
She was born Jean Stoddart in
Canonbie where she grew up. During
World War Two she served with the
ATS, like the Princess Elizabeth,
from 1943 to 1945.
She and her husband, Jim, were
married in Canonbie church on May
7, 1947 and held a reception in the
Eskdale Hotel, Langholm.
Jim had served as ground crew
with the RAF during the war and, afterwards, went into farming.
Jean’s nephew, Colin, whose father
was Jim’s brother, Robert, said the
couple lived in Carlisle for 20 years
while Jim worked as caretaker, later
head caretaker, at the technical
college.
When he retired in 1986, they
moved back to Canonbie. Jim sadly
died in 1999.

concerns in detail to the project team and
engage positively with the council. We
will continue to press this urgently.”
It added: “In such unprecedented times

The council is pressing ahead with developing its preferred option in Langholm

it is shameful that the council intends
to simply ignore serious and urgent
community concerns and continue with
its flood order application, which receives
deemed planning permission on approval
behind closed doors.

“The council’s response does not represent good local government administrative
or engagement practices.
“Such a large-scale infrastructure project
should be able to withstand detailed technical scrutiny from the community, on
which it has such a great impact.
“The proposed scheme is unacceptable
to a growing number of residents as time
has gone on and people have had time to
consider the issues and impacts.
“Anyone with concerns is encouraged
to join the group and add their voice.”
The group is Facebook on the Langholm
Flood Page or email fdrg2020@gmail.com
“This really is the final opportunity to
raise concerns and voices to influence
the final design of a scheme and ensure it
delivers technically and doesn’t entirely
cut off the community from its beautiful
river,” it added.

Welcome to

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
the new website for the E & L Advertiser

At a time when we are continually being
reminded to stay at home, we have decided
now is the time to launch our new website
and hope that it helps everyone in Eskdale
and Liddesdale to keep in touch with what
is happening locally. In these troubled
times, self-isolating at home is a challenging
experience and the more rural our home,
the more difficult it can be to get to our
local shops and buy our everyday needs,
including our weekly copy of the E&L.

We had planned an all singing, all dancing website with subscriptions, interactions and a
full digital version of the E&L but that will come later once the coronavirus, COVID-19,
has been consigned to the history books....
Aye, the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley !

In the meantime, we hope that you will get some enjoyment from this abbreviated
version which will become available early next week where you can access articles
from each week’s E&L as well as recent editions of the digital version of the E&L.

Jean McKie with her telegram from the Queen celebrating her
100th birthday

Hopefully, this will enable you to keep up with what is happening in Eskdale and
Liddesdale and we can all look forward to the launch of the completed version of
www.eladvertiser.co.uk later in the year.
And once you’ve tried it, let us know what you think of it –
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

NEARLY £83,000 is being pumped into Eskdale’s economy through the latest round of funding from the Ewe
Hill 16 windfarm community benefit fund.
The Buccleuch Centre has received £11,250 to employ a
marketing and programming support co-ordinator for two
years.
The Langholm Alliance has £14,000 to employ a project
assistant to help with it community action plan.
Ewes Hall committee has been awarded £16,500 for
phase one of the hall’s regeneration, while Canonbie green
bowling club receives £2,340 to replace the clubhouse
roof.
The Langholm Initiative’s digital skills project gets
£12,500, while OutPost Arts is awarded £5,000 for its
Next Steps project.
A sum of £6,000 goes Langholm Pipe Band for uniforms
and accoutrements.
Muckle Toon Media, which owns the E&L Advertiser,
receives £15,000 for its Going Digital: A Sustainable Future
for our Community Newspaper

THE Langholm Alliance continues with its plans to appoint
a community enterprise manager and get the community
plan ready for implementation, despite the disruption
caused to community life by
the coronavirus.
It was in the final stages of
interviewing for the manager,
a new post being funded by
£45,000 from the South of
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE)
when the lockdown started.
Denis Male, chairman, said
“We had planned to have the
manager in position by the end
of April but the final interviews
have been delayed until it is
safe to do them.
“There was an excellent
response to the advert for the
post. Applications were received
from all over the UK and even
the Channel Islands.
The manager’s job will be to
work with organisations, the
council, grant-giving bodies,
SOSE and the Scottish government to ensure the plan is
delivered.”
The board and its advisers
have not let the regulations governing the lockdown hold them
back.
Video and audio conferencing
have replaced group meetings
and progress continues to be
made on several fronts.

MUCKLE Toon Media’s project will enable it to continue
its core activities of publishing
the Eskdale & Liddesdale
Advertiser weekly and E&L
Life bi-monthly.
It will provide work experience
and volunteering opportunities
in the media for young and old
and implement its digital
development strategy by marketing a digital version of the
E&L plus access to editorial
content on the new E&L website.
The grant will enable the community enterprise company to
manage community and visitor

The alliance has been registered as a company limited by
guarantee and an application
for charitable status has been
made to OSCR.
Once this process is completed, another public meeting
will be held for approval by
the community.
Denis added: “Talks are taking
place so we can have our own
office in the High Street where
our manager will be based and
we will shortly advertise a new
post for a project assistant who
will give administrative support
to deliver the plan.
“This position will be funded
by grants from the Ewe Hill 16
fund and the Stevenson Trust.
“We hope that SURF, which
has worked with us and other
community groups in the town,
will join us in the High Street
office.
“Now the world has changed
dramatically, the alliance must
be ready to play its part in getting the community back on its
feet so it’s essential that staff
dedicated to redeveloping our
community are in place as soon
as possible.”

information on the new
Welcome to Langholm website,
engage with a younger audience
through active use of social
media and providing 16 hours
a week employment.
All in all, it will help the company to move closer to becoming a sustainable enterprise.

E&L Life

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

LUCY MacLeod, creative director of OutPost Arts, said:
“We're using the funding to
develop and grow our organisation so we become more
sustainable as part of our
Next Steps Project.
“Our objectives are to develop
and strengthen our permanent
High Street base, The Look
Out, embedding our organisation in our community on a
more permanent basis.
“We want to solidify its creative programme, delivering
exhibitions and creative and
cultural events on an ongoing
basis.
“Strengthening education and
learning programmes, delivering arts clubs, arts awards and
classes, workshops and courses
for people of all ages and backgrounds on an on-going basis
is another aim.
“We want to broaden our
scope and ambition, working
with an increased number of
participants to realise their full
potential and achieve creative
expression, opportunity and
certification.
“This will further benefit the
community’s health and wellbeing by developing a creative
programme with this outcome
in mind.
“We’ll build on the success
of our weekly Making Space
sessions, deliver an annual festival consisting of high-quality
creative events, including workshops, events and talks, exhibitions and work with our
schools to facilitate linked
educational activities.
“This festival will be developed in partnership with
key local and regional organisations, supporting the tourism
growth of Langholm by
attracting visitors via ‘creative
place-making’.
“We’ll develop links and
strengthen existing relationships
with regional and national creative organisations and explore
opportunities to work in partnership, for example, with the
Making Connections project.
“We also want to investigate
delivering creative activity and
learning beyond Langholm,
scoping opportunities in places,
like Lockerbie.”

GAVIN Graham, chairman
of the Buccleuch Centre, said
the marketing person would
work for three days a week
for two years.
He said: “We received only
half of the amount we applied
for because of the number of
applications the fund had so
there is some match-funding to
find now if we are to implement
the project in full.
“The situation has changed
dramatically since our application was sent and it will be a

totally different scenario once
the centre eventually reopens.
“My main fear is that it could
be well into 2021 before we
are anything like back to
normal.

“Our customer base is predominately people over 60 or
over 70 and this age group looks
as if it will be told to isolate for
many more months.”

MSP supports EWM
redundant workers
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Willie Rennie has appealed to Philip Day to reverse the decision
EDINBURGH Woollen Mill
made a “cruel decision” when
making five employees at the
Cupar Deer Centre in Fife
redundant, claims an MSP.
Willie Rennie, who represents
North East Fife and is leader of
the Scottish Liberal Democrats,
has tried to help the workers.
After multiple attempts to
speak to the company failed,
Mr Rennie tweeted about this
and got a response of a refusal
to reconsider.
Owner Philip Day owns a multitude of companies, including
the Edinburgh Woollen Mill
Group, Peacocks, Jaeger, Jane
Norman, Austin Reed and other
high-street retailers.
Mr Rennie: “I appealed to billionaire tax exile Philip Day to
reverse the decision of
Edinburgh Woollen Mill to make
the five staff redundant.
“I tried for more than a week
to speak to the company but
they responded only when I
posted a message on twitter.
“When I eventually got

through, they refused to reverse
the decision.
“The owner is wealthy and
has a net worth of more than
£1 billion.
“My five constituents are not
billionaires but they worked
hard at the centre.

Stepped in

“When businesses were told
to shut down, the government
stepped in by offering to pay
most of the staff’s wages.
“The UK government even
said that anyone made redundant
could be taken back on and put
on furlough.
“The five redundancies could
have been reversed without costing Philip Day a single penny.
But EWM still refused to budge.
“I appeal to the company to
have a change of heart for what
all reasonable people would
regard as a cruel decision.”
A former employee at EWM’s
Kingmoor warehouse, who had
worked for the company for
only 18 months, said his redun-

Willie Rennie MSP asked EWM to
reverse its decision

dancy “came out of the blue”.
The 24-year-old, who didn’t
want to be named, said he was
given a week’s notice, as specified in his contract.

Unhappy

But he had contacted ACAS
(Advisory, Conciliation and Service) because he was unhappy
with what had happened to him.

Springing into life again

Nicole Longstaff, 12, who lives in Newcastleton has been making the most of her garden coming to life with the
onset of spring.
She has been taking lots of photos of the flowers and putting them together to make collages during lockdown.

He said: “I joined the company
in September 2018. It was a
full-time, permanent job.
“On the day I lost my job I
was taken into the office at 9am
and they read out a prepared
statement.
“The warehouse director and
one of the managers was present
but there was no one with me. I
was on my own.
“They told me that, because
of the current situation, they
were making redundancies and
I was one. They later gave me
the statement in writing.
“The government said it would
pay for 80 per cent of our wages
so it was a very shocking decision to make re-dundancies
rather than wait for the government scheme.
“The decision was more about
saving money than thinking
about their staff.”
He did not get a redundancy
payment because he had worked
there for under two years, the
threshold for redundancy.
Fortunately, he has found

another job in Carlisle.
He added: “I’m asking them
to go through the ACAS process
because they’ve made more than
20 people redundant at the same
time without going through the
30-day consultation procedure.
“EWM has not answered my
question. There’s been no
response at all.”

Separate

He says he’s taking advice
and believes he may have to go
through a small claims court
for the payment. A representative
of ACAS is dealing with it.
The E&L Advertiser asked
EWM whether the redundancy
process was based on the number of people at each of its sites
or who worked for the company
as a whole.
A spokesperson said: “It's calculated at each individual site.
I believe it was 19 people at
HQ, sadly, and sub-10 additionally at Kingmoor. They are
treated as separate sites.”

IN BRIEF
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Man, 48,
charged

A LANGHOLM man is due to
appear in court after an incident
at his home on Monday.
Chief Inspector Stephen Stiff
said: "At about 8.05pm on
Monday officers were called to
a property in Holmwood
Gardens after a disturbance and
reports of a firearm.
“Police confirmed that no
firearm had been involved but
the circumstances led to a 48year-old man being arrested and
charged in connection with the
incident.
“He will appear in court at a
later date. This was an isolated
incident with no wider threat
to the public."
____________________

Call-out to
grass fire

FIREFIGHTERS
from
Newcastleton were called to
help battle a grass blaze at
Roadhead. Crews from
Longtown, Carlisle, Brampton
and Newcastleton fire stations
were mobilised a week last
Monday to the fire.
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Farming on the Border
In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Appeal to look
after farmers

A POSTER has been produced
for farmers urging people to
take care in the countryside
during this exceptional
period.
The Scottish countryside
remains open for people to
access and enjoy but care and
respect for those living and
working in rural areas is
requested.
Since lockdown, NFU
Scotland’s regions have been
logging calls taken from a substantial number of members
reporting problems with public
access.
These include people ignoring
government recommendations
and travelling considerable distances to take access.
People are walking through
fields of cows with calves, ewes
with lambs and pregnant animals with dogs off the lead.
They are failing to pick up
dog poo and, in some instances,
bagging dog poo and throwing
it into fields of growing crops.
People are accessing farm
buildings and, in one case,
someone walked through a shed
of cows and young calves with
a dog. In another incident, a
family accessed the farmhouse
garden to take photos.
They are abandoning cars and
vans in farm gateways and farm
roads while going for a walk
or bike ride and ignoring reasonable requests to use hand
sanitiser when opening and closing farm gates.
They are failing to take litter
home and driving past official
car parks and ignoring official
signage on road closures.
They are crossing fields of
crops such as wheat and barley

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
6,629 sheep comprising 4,331 prime hoggs, 111 store hoggs and 2,187 cast ewes
and rams at the weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday, April 16.
Another tremendous entry of hoggs
was forward, with heavy hoggs proving
difficult to cash, while the fed export
and light hoggs sold to a premium, of
which many more can be sold to vendors’
advantage.
Topping the sale at 320ppk was a pen
of Beltex hoggs from T Magnay, Brisco
Meadows. Top price per head was £146
for Texel hoggs from Douganhill Farm,
Orchardton Mains.
Again, best Beltex lambs were in seriously short supply and trade maintained
last week’s outstanding returns and several
pens breached 300ppk.
Light hoggs were again dear, topping
at 275p for Beltex from Hill Close.
Hill hoggs sold to £100 for Cheviots

and one report was of people
playing golf in an arable field.
Gates are being left open and
in one reported incident
Highland Pony stallions were
During COVID-19 Please Be
Responsible on Farmland
Keep away from farmyards or
buildings
Avoid elds of young livestock
and arable crops
Keep your dog on a lead and
take litter and poo home
Stay 2m away from all farm
workers
Leave gates as you nd them;

if you have to touch gates or stiles
use gloves or hand sanitiser

Stick to paths wherever
possible

Thank You

allowed access to fillies.
Gemma Cooper, NFUS head
of policy team, said: “The countryside remains open and an
hour’s responsible exercise each
day is a central plank of the
recommendations from government on how we get through
this crisis.
“For many, accessing the
countryside is a new experience
and we want to help guide them
on how to do that responsibly
and safely.
“This is the busiest time of
the year for farming, with lambing, calving, ploughing, planting
and more.
“We respectfully ask people
to follow simple guidelines in
the poster.
“It will help those visiting the
countryside and receive the
thanks of everyone living and
working in the countryside at
this challenging time.”

from M & S Cameron, Balmaglester &
W Moffat, Kirtlebank, with Blackfaces
to £92.50 from E & R E Eastham, Longburgh Fauld & D & Y Wilson, Plumpe.
Overall average 206.9p (SQQ 219.4p)
All classes can be sold to vendors’ advantage here Longtown. “Sell live and
thrive”.
For further advice on marketing your
livestock in these difficult times please
do not hesitate to contact our auctioneers:
John Walton 07880 527 066; Nick Woodmass 07584 200 489.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 320p
Brisco Meadows, 308p Upper Auchenlay,
300p Breckon Hill. Texel 297p
Broomhills, 281p The Hope, 278p Brisco
Meadows. Cheviot 263p Kirtlebank, 261p
Becks & Balmaglester. North Country
Cheviot 234p Hill Close, 222p High
House. Cheviot Mule 228p West Mongarswood, 224p Aucharua, 223p Muirston.
Suffolk 227p Haresteads, 213p Heathery

Farmers count on
their resident birds
SIXTY farmers in Scotland
recorded 81 species on 81,362
acres during the Big Farmland
Bird Count in February.
Nineteen of these species are
red-listed. The five mostcommonly-seen birds were
blackbird, pheasant, robin, blue
tit and carrion crow.
The red-listed birds and the
numbers seen were black grouse
(21); curlew (36); fieldfare
(152); grey partridge (43); grey
wagtail (8); herring gull (72);
house sparrow (362); lapwing
(52); lesser redpoll (4); linnet
(12); mistle thrush (16); merlin
(1); redwing (84); skylark (86);
song thrush (13); starling (427);
tree sparrow (130); twite (3)
woodcock (4); and yellowhammer (147).
As far as the survey is able to
calculate, the species in decline
are the black grouse, curlew,
fieldfare, grey partridge, herring
gull, starling, twite, woodcock
and yellowhammer.
The rest are either stable or
increasing.
In 2019 61 farmers took part,
recording 93 species on 57,881
acres. The most-commonly seen
species then were blackbird,
blue tit, chaffinch, pheasant and
robin.
Altogether, 1,500 farmers took
part in the UK. An impressive
25 red-listed species were
recorded. Nine featured in the
25 most-commonly-seen birds.

The curlew is a red-listed bird and only 36 were seen during the survey.
Photo by GWCT

Of these, fieldfares, starlings,
linnets and lapwings were the
four most abundant red-listed
species recorded, with more
than 67,000 spotted, equating
to 24 per cent of all species
recorded.

Abundant

The five most abundant birds
seen in the UK were woodpigeons, starlings, lapwings,
black-headed gulls and rooks.
Dr Dave Parish, head of
Lowland Research, Scotland,

Around the marts

Hall, 212p Muirston & Haresteads. Mule
225p & 222p Prestrie, 221p Borlum,
220p Priestrie. Blackface 224p Hawthornbank & Craigens, 222p Cocklet Hill,
221p Haresteads. Oxford 220p Leathorn.
Easycare 214p & 205 Easter Denhead.
Charollais 214p Birdsnest. Herdwick
213p & 212p Clea Hall. Dartmoor 202p
Litharge. Swaledale 200p Midtodhills.
Principal price (per head): Texel £146
Douganhill, £140 Station Yard, £135 The
Hope. Beltex £128 Brisco Meadows &
Comlongun Mains, £125 Burgh Head.
Suffolk £100 Station Yard, £97.50 Cocklet
Hill, £97 Whins & Plumpe. Cheviot £100
Balmaglester & Kirtlebank, £97.50 Yett.
Cheviot Mule £100 Station Yard, £97 &
£96 West Montgarswood. Bleu Du Maine
£100 Hill Close. North Country Cheviot
£97.50 & £95.50 High House, £96.50
Thistledown. Mule £96 Westernhopeburn,
£94 Cocklet Hill, £93.50 Middle Shipley
& Riggshield. Blackface £92.50 Long-

burgh Fauld & Plumpe, £91.50 Kirkhouse,
£90 West Scales. Easycare £90 Easter
Denhead. Swaledale £85.50 Westernhopeburn. Herdwick £78.50 & £76.50
Clea Hall.
A small gathering of spring lambs sold
to a fast trade and topped at 270ppk &
£111 for a pen of Texel lambs consigned
by R Johnston Kimmeter Green. Again,
many more can be sold with an ever-increasing buyer demand.
Principal prices (per kilo): Texel 270p
Kimmeter Green, 257p Greenrigg. Dorset
241p & 231p Greenrigg.
Principal price (per head): Texel £111
Kimmeter Green. Dorset £96 The Granary,
£82 Greenrigg.
An increased entry of ewes sold well
and maintained last week’s trade. Topping
the sale at £200 for Texel ewes consigned
by T Hill & R Wright, Mill Farm, Doncaster.
Hill ewes topped at £92 for Easycare

Game & Wildlife Conservation
Trust, said: “In Scotland, while
the numbers taking part were
broadly equivalent to last year,
the area covered significantly
increased.
“However, there was no surprising fluctuation in species
being spotted, four of the top
five remaining the same year
on year.
“South of the border GWCT
received a record-breaking number of count returns, despite
Storm Ciara and Storm Dennis

ewes consigned by J E Manderson,
Kilnknowe, Earlston, with Blackface
ewes to £91 consigned by G M & C
Walton, Allensgreen, Bardon Mill.
Many more are needed weekly for an
increased demand. Please do not hesitate
to contact our auctioneers.
Heavy ewes: Texel £200 Mill Farm,
£190 Beckfoot, £186 Douganhill. Charollais £159 Chaseside, £148 Beckfoot. Suffolk £138 Burgh Head, £134 Eastside,
£132 Longdin, £131 Guardsmill. Oxford
£122 Guards. Beltex £120 Hill Close,
£112 Mid Farm. Cheviot Mule £114 Mid
Farm, £108 Green Aton. Bluefaced Leicester £114 & £112 Burgh Head. Mule
£109 Hill Close, £107 East Raffles, £106
Kimmeter Green, £105 West End. North
Country Cheviot £109 Beckfoot, £106
Carruthers, £104 Whins. Border Leicester
£108 Green Aton. Dorset £100 Barend,
£98 Eastside.
Light ewes: Easycare £92 Kilnknowe.

wreaking havoc on many farms.
“This highlights the commitment of farmers to undertake
farm wildlife conservation measures and record and evaluate
the benefits of this vital conservation work.
“With a likely increased focus
on delivering public goods in
future government support
schemes, understanding what
is on your farm is increasingly
important.
“Slightly more than a third of
Scottish participants are in some
form of agri-environment
scheme, demonstrating their
long-term commitment to
environmental management.
“In the UK 36 per cent of
farmers taking part were providing some form of extra seed
feed for birds, either through
growing wild bird seed mixes
or additional grain through scatter feeding or hoppers.”
The count was launched in
2014 to highlight the positive
work done by farmers and
gamekeepers in helping to
reverse the decline in farmland
birds.
The count offers a simple
means of recording the effect
of any conservation work currently being instigated by farmers and gamekeepers on their
land such as scattering seed
through winter or growing crops
specifically to provide seed for
birds.

Blackface £91 Allensgreen, £90 Roughet
Hill & Greenburn. Cheviot £88 Becks,
£87 Greenburn, £83 Catslackburn. Goat
£84 Golden Lane. Swaledale £84 Horsley
Hill, £80 St John’s Kirk. Dartmoor £78
Litharge.
Rams: Charollais £140 Chaseside, £134
Beckfoot. Texel £138 Hermitage, £128
Green Aton, £124 Eastside & Chaseside.
Bluefaced Leicester £128 Gapshield. Beltex £118 Oaklands & Mid Farm. Suffolk
£116 Hassendeanburn, £114 Priesthaugh.
North Country Cheviot £116 Priesthaugh.
Blackface £104 Green Aton. Cheviot
£103 Cara View, £100 Priesthaugh.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 275.9p
(215.8p); standard to 292.1p (220.6p);
medium to 320p (219.2p); heavy to 281p
(187.6p). Lambs: light to 270.7p (244.7p);
standard to 257p (257p). Ewes: light to
£92 (£69.68); heavy to £200 (£108.17).
Rams: £140 (£90.57).

Couple’s wedding is
put on hold by virus
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published by the Community

Langholm bride and groom will have to wait to make their vows
an E&L Coronavirus story

THE venues were booked, the
flowers ordered, the dress chosen and the guests invited.
Bride-to-be Tracy Little of
Langholm and her husband-tobe Dean Mitchell were looking
forward to tying the knot with
family and friends around them.
But last Saturday there were
no wedding bells or popping
champagne corks to greet the
newly-married couple.
Instead, Tracy and Dean, who
live at Longwood with son,
Sam, a P5/6 pupil at Canonbie,
and two-year-old daughter, Iona,
were in lockdown at home.
They were due to be married
in Gilnockie Tower and have
their reception in the Buccleuch
Centre in Langholm.
Tracy, a self-employed
accountant, is busy working for
clients from home, while Dean,
who works in the forestry industry, is an essential worker
and continues to go out to work.
Tracy said: “We haven’t rearranged a date yet because we
don’t know when we’ll be

through this. There’s no point
in rearranging; the venues can’t
commit to a date.
“It took me a long time to get
the wedding organised. I’m quite
laid back but I was getting on
with it. Then this happened. But
we can ramp it all up again.”
Tracy had ordered her dress
but did not get the chance to go
for a fitting.
“The dressmaker had been
holiday and was back but I got
an inkling of what was happening and decided to hold fire so
never went for a fitting.”
The crunch came when the
Buccleuch Centre announced it
was closing and told Tracy it
could not host the reception.
She said: “It wasn’t a surprise;
it was kind of what we were
thinking.
“We wondered whether to just
continue with the ceremony and
hold the reception later but
decided to just put the whole
thing off. A few days later
Gilnockie Tower was closed.”
A Canadian friend of Tracy’s

doing some work at home which
is one thing to be thankful for.
“A lot of clients are emailing
stuff across but some clients
can’t do everything by email.

Managing

Tracy Little and Dean Mitchell of Langholm had to postpone their wedding

was due to fly from Bermuda
where she works.

Understanding

Tracy said: “She is one of my
best friends. She had already
said, when it all started to worsen,
she did not want to find herself
over here and unable to return
to her home and husband.

Josie - a special person

Josie Hall, who died earlier this month, will be remembered by all
who knew her

PEOPLE in Rowanburn and
Canonbie lined the pavements
of their villages to mark a sad
farewell with applause as the
cortège of lifelong resident Josie
Hall passed through on
Tuesday, April 14 en route to
the Roucan Loch Crematorium.
This spontaneous expression
of feeling was in remembrance
of a much-loved colleague of
staff at Canonbie Primary School,
Canonbie Surgery, Border Mail
and long-term collector for the
Poppy Scotland charity.
Children at the school created
their own poster in her memory.
Government regulations limiting
numbers attending funerals
prompted a response enabling
residents to express their condolences to the family of a special
person in an alternative way.
Josie, 57, will be remembered
by all for bringing joy and laughter
to those she knew in life.
Josie’s two sisters and one
brother live in Rowanburn and
another brother, Colin lives in
Canonbie.
He said: “It was amazing on the
day of her funeral that everyone
came out on the streets for her.”

“Everyone has been very
understanding. We used businesses, like Cochranes Nurseries
for the flowers and Tracey at
Castleview Catering for the
reception. They’ve been amazing.”
She added: “We’re holed up
here and feeling very lucky. I’m

“There is nothing desperately
important but for the ones I
have to do things for, I’ve
arranged for them to drop off
stuff here and leave it in the
garage.
“If it’s urgent, like tax refunds,
they’re desperate to get them
done. People are posting things
as well. We’re managing the
best we can.
“Dean is still working. He was
told his work was essential. He
started travelling on his own
rather than go in the van with
the others and he’s in his own
machine.
“He’s at Eskdalemuir at the
moment, building roads and
putting in infrastructure. I don’t
think we appreciate how many
hospitals use biomass for their
energy supply.”

IN BRIEF
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56 deaths
in border
regions

THIRTY people have died from
the coronavirus in Dumfries
and Galloway up to yesterday
at 12pm, up five on the previous
week.
There were 231 positive cases
in the region, with 37 people in
hospital with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 and five were
in intensive care.
In the Borders 26 people have
died but there have been no
extra deaths for a week. There
were 240 positive cases, of
which 37 were in hospital and
five in intensive care.
A total of 41,699 people in
Scotland have been tested. Of
these, 33,027 were confirmed
negative and 8,672 were positive.
A total of 985 patients who
tested positive have died.
Information reported by NHS
boards shows 166 patients with
confirmed or suspected COVID19 were in intensive care on
Tuesday night, with 159 of those
having tested positive.
There were 1,866 people in
Scottish hospitals with either
confirmed or suspected COVID19, including those in intensive
care.

The
E & L Gallery

Send us your photographs!

Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.

Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Bags of love for the NHS......and all our key workers
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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an E&L Coronavirus story

A LABOUR of love to support
NHS workers has sewing
machines in Langholm going
at full steam.
Scrubs and bags to wash them
in were two of the items desperately needed by health service
staff and an appeal went out to
anyone with sewing skills to
make them.
The Eskdale group is being
co-ordinated by Emma Duncan
of Rose’s Wardrobe.
Group members so far are
Emma Duncan - scrubs, bags,
patterns and group co-ordinator;
Leanne Duncan - scrubs,
bags; Ann Smith - scrubs, bags;
Marj Pringle - bags, PJs;
Catriona Orr - bags, PJs; Katrine
Eagleson - bags, knitted hearts;
Tessa Lumley – bags; Eileen
Longworth - bags, PJs; Barbara
Addison - bags, PJs; and Ze
Landum - knitted hearts, PJs,
bags.
Emma said: “The campaign
is For the love of Scrubs and
there is a Dumfries and
Galloway division.
“I started looking because I
had a really strong feeling of
needing to help in some way.
“I wasn’t feeling overly
inspired to do anything off the
huge list we had for Rose’s
Wardrobe when there were NHS
workers not having the correct
personal protective equipment
when going to work.

Campaign

“I saw on Facebook that someone shared the For the love of
Scrubs campaign and thought
that’s what I can do. I can sew
scrubs.
“The page I found was con-

centrating on English hospitals
so started to look for a Scottish
group and found that someone
had set up a For the love of
Scrubs - Scotland so I signed
up.
“I got a call to say I was to be
a scrubs sewer. They had so
many people signing up but
only so much fabric so had to
be selective and the regional
co-ordinator would be in touch.
“I found out Ann was also a
scrubs sewer. We both started
making the wash bags for uniforms, while waiting for fabric
to arrive.

Shout-out

“I did a shout-out for duvets,
pillowcase, sheets and fabric
on fabric and got a great response.
“Doreen, the regional co-ordinator, contacted me to say
there was fabric ready for us
and to start making 10 sets of
scrubs between us.
“Myself and Leanne cut out
the 10 sets and divided them
between us and Ann and we set
off sewing.
“Working through the pattern
together over Facebook messenger with a green thread shortage, which we overcame, just
over a week later we had 10
sets of scrubs at the ready.”
While all this was going on,
they realised they couldn’t sew
all the scrubs, washbags and
PJs or nighties which were needed.
Emma asked for more sewing
bees to help and the team was
established.
She added: “I co-ordinated
fabric and patterns to each sewer

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

to work on. “Everyone started
with bags and those who felt
more confident moved on to PJ
bottoms and tops.
“The PJs and nighties are needed because patients are coming
to hospital with nothing and
those already in aren’t getting
fresh sets from relatives.”
Knitters are making pairs of
hearts. These are for a sad but
also lovely idea.
Any patients who die in hospital whether from COVID-19
or something else are unable to
have their families with them
so a heart is kept with the
deceased and the other is sent
to the family.
Emma said: “It’s heartbreaking
to think of people not having
the support of their families in
their final hours.”
By last Sunday they had 10
sets of scrubs, 117 bags, eight
pairs of hearts, 11 pairs of PJ
bottoms and lots more in
progress.

n
and Jea
George

Emma and Louise Duncan are sewing scrubs for the hospitals in Dumfries and in Langholm

Katrine Eagleson is making bags to wash scrubs in
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THANKS TO
ALL OUR
KEY WORKERS
Darrie and Helen Foster in Waverley Road

Mollie a

Ann Smith
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GRATEFUL residents all over
Eskdale and Liddesdale are coming out on to their doorsteps at
8pm every Thursday to thank
NHS staff and many other key
workers for their dedication
during the coronavirus crisis.
Tonight they will be there again,
joining other people from all over
the UK, whose gratitude is helping
to boost the morale of workers on
the frontline.
But they aren’t only applauding.
They’re also banging saucepans
and playing musical instruments,
including bagpipes.

Dumfries

The scrubs are needed in
Dumfries so Emma dropped
them off with 87 bags. Another
30 were given to Thomas Hope
on Monday.
The group is now in full production and Emma and Ann
have another 10 scrubs to sew
between them by today. This
time in turquoise.
Rose’s Wardrobe is also making charity headbands out of
the scraps of scrubs to help raise
more funds for more fabric.
There is a GoFundMe page
which had raised £85 up to last
Sunday.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Catriona Orr is keeping busy at her sewing machine
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Paul Mitchell plays the pipes at Scotsknowe

Glen Laidlaw plays the trombone in Drove Road

Centre delivers 600 meals
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

10 Thursday April 23, 2020

Poster
contest

LANGHOLM, Ewes and
Westerkirk community council
has launched a competition for
Langholm primary schoolchildren to design a poster
encouraging owners to pick up
after their dog and use a bin.
There are three categories: P1P3, P4-P5 and P6-P7. A winner
from each group will receive a
£10 book token. The winning
posters will be printed and put
up around the town.
Judging the competition are
John Galloway and Stuart
Clement of the community
council and Rachel Norris, editor
of the E&L Advertiser.
Mr Clement said: “The amount
of dog fouling in the community
appears to be increasing. It creates
a very negative reputation of the
town for locals and visitors.
“It is a criminal offence for a
person who is in charge of a
dog not to immediately remove
the muck.
“As a Justice of the Peace, I
have overseen criminal trials in
which the Procurator Fiscal
prosecutes those who fail to
comply with the Dog Fouling
(Scotland) Act 2003.”
Mr Galloway, chairman, said:
“As well as giving us useful
posters to display the competition will give children the chance
to think creatively about how
to keep their environment clean.
They will also get the chance
to play a part in tackling an
important community issue.”
The competition is open now
and the deadline for entries is
Friday, May 1. Judging will
take place after the lockdown
is lifted.
Children can submit their
designs through Dojo to their
class teacher or the letterbox of
the E&L office. Please remember to write your name and
class on the back of the poster.
____________________

Store goes
one way

THE Langholm Co-op has
introduced a one-way system
in the store after a number of
customers asked for it to be put
in place.
Gary Collins, manager, said
it had been a company decision
to try to make it easier to keep
to social distancing to protect
staff and customers.
Gary said: “We have also
marked out some two-metre
boxes to help indicate how far
apart to keep.
“This should operate as a one
person per box system so we
would be grateful if people
could keep to this.
“If a member of staff is in
one box, please feel free to ask
for help or if we can move and
we’ll be happy to help.”

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Staff go on the road to make sure their members are well fed

an E&L Coronavirus story

WEEK four of the COVID19 lockdown and Langholm
Day Centre staff are busy
making and delivering fresh
meals to their members from
Monday to Friday.
So far, they have delivered
more than 600 meals.
To stay safe and avoid any
infection the part-time staff
have kept the delivery of the
meals between themselves.
The members leave a stool
inside their door so staff can

Sandra Graham (front) and staff at Langholm Day Centre are making sure their members receive meals on wheels

safely drop off their meals for
them, thus avoiding contact.
Catherine Lithgow is producing a weekly newsletter about
what is going on or what they
have been up to such as springcleaning the bus, painting the
centre and so on.
As well as weekly quizzes,
true or false and word searches
provided by Jackie Hall and
her uncle Scott, one of the
members provided a quiz last
week which was great.

A popular quiz was taken from
the centre’s book and included
places, sayings and nickneemes.
This created a great interest
and the members phoned each
other up when they were stuck
on a clue. The Day Centre will
turn a blind eye to that. A prize
is given to the winner.

Help

Sandra Graham, manager,
said: “We’re continuing to do
our job supporting our members

and are happy to help out in
any way we can as are many
people in the community.
“A big thank you must go to
all the hard-working home care
girls who do a magnificent job
and always go above and
beyond under difficult circumstances and all the staff in care
homes.
“There are many others who
are still working hard and doing
a great job to keep things going;
above all, the extremely brave

health
care
workers,
paramedics, doctors and nurses
who daily put their lives at risk
to help others. We owe them
everything.
“In these testing and horrendous circumstances it is a time
for reflection, a close look at
what is really important and
relevant in life. How lucky and
blessed we are to live in
Langholm.”
____________________

Kevin’s a Yorkshire driving force

A FORMER Langholm primary
school pupil is doing his bit to
help the NHS during the coronavirus pandemic.
Sergeant Major Kevin McDowall
has been applauded for his work
by the official Humberside & South
Yorkshire Army Cadet Force.
In its post on social media, it said:
“Today we thank Sergeant Major
Kevin McDowall.
“He is a driver for the volunteer
car service which is part of the
patient transport service run by the
Yorkshire Ambulance Service.
“He volunteers to transport patients
to and from hospital for life-saving
appointments such as dialysis and
radiotherarpy.
“This reduces the strain on the
auxiliary fleet and, in turn, the emergency response ambulances, allowing them to respond more quickly
to 999 calls.”

Kevin, who lived in Holmwood
Drive, attended Langholm primary
school until he was 10 before moving
to Dalston, Carlisle.
His grandparents were the
late Gordon and Iris Flitcroft who
owned the Cross Keys Garage in
Canonbie.
His mum, Joan, said: “Kev tries to
return to the Common Riding every
year with his brother, Dougie.
“He joined the Carlisle Cadets
when he was 13 and even after
joining the Scots Guards when he
was 16, later transferring to the
Bomb Squad, every year until he
retired he gave up part of his annual
leave to help the cadets with their
annual camp.
“When he retired, he immediately
took up a post as a cadet instructor
in Hull, then as an adult instructor
and was promoted to Regimental
Sergeant Major two years ago.”

an E&L Coronavirus story

Kevin McDowall, a former Langholm resident, is a volunteer car service driver in Hull
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A catch-up with E&L gardening columnist Helen Knowles

GARDENING is good for you
and never more so than now.
It’s a perfect antidote to all
that is going on in the world
at the moment and a reminder
that, no matter how upside
down our lives may be, the
seasons will still continue in
their usual cycle.
Spring is the best season of
all as far as I’m concerned.
Having spent months squelching around in ankle-deep mud,
it is incredible that the ground
is now so dry.
With no rain forecast any time
soon, it does mean that any new
plantings will have to be well
watered but the soil is nice and
warm after the mild winter so
anything you do plant will
quickly establish and get growing.
There certainly is plenty to
do at the moment. Congested
clumps of snowdrops and
daffodils can be lifted now that
the flowers are fading.
Separate the bulbs and replant
in smaller groups to improve
their flowering in future years
as well as spreading the colour
around the garden.
Large clumps of perennials
can be lifted now, too. I have a
few big plants of Iris sibirica
which have got bare patches in
the centres, with all the new
growth appearing in a ring
around the outside.
These need to be lifted, divided
into smaller pieces and replanted.
It won’t affect their flowering
performance this year and, by
next year, the plants will have
really bulked up.
There’s a lot going on in the
veg garden, too. Taking advantage of the ground being so
warm, I sowed a lot of seeds in
the veg tunnel and already have
beetroot, spinach, rocket, peas

and mangetout coming through.
There is still plenty of time to
sow veg seeds; anything sown
now will germinate very quickly,
although some of the more tender crops such as courgette,
squash and tomatoes will need
protection for quite some time.

Headstart

To get a headstart on crops,
which will go outside, try sowing
seeds into modular trays or small
pots.
I’ve got sweetcorn, kale, broccoli and leeks coming on nicely
in a polytunnel and they will
be planted out next month. In
the meantime, they’re nice and
cosy and growing well.
You may remember from last
year that I had sown seeds of a
beautiful pure white Trillium
chloropetalum in 2012 and was
still waiting for them to flower.

Helen and friend parcel up plants for delivery all over the country

Well, finally, my patience was
rewarded and earlier this month
the whole pot full of young
plants produced their gorgeous
flowers and are still in bloom.
Every single one of them is a
lovely wine red, not quite what
I’d expected but I’m delighted
with them all the same.
Another surprise has been the
Marsh Marigolds which were
destined to go to the RHS
Malvern Spring Festival and be
used in our display.
With the show cancelled, I
thought the plants would add a
lovely splash of colour planted
around the edges of our wildlife
ponds and they certainly did,
for about two days.
It turns out that deer like Marsh
Marigolds and have really
enjoyed the flowers.
Flower shows may have been
cancelled but nurseries around
the

country are coming together on
Saturday and Sunday, April 25
and 26 for a virtual flower show.

Demonstrations

It includes behind-the-scenes
tours of nurseries, a Q&A session, spotlight on different plants,
practical demonstrations and
much more.
The show schedule is available
now to view online at www.
virtualflowershow.uk
At 2.30pm on Saturday 25th
I’ll be going through some
of my favourite Truly Hardy
Perennials and at 1.30pm on
Sunday 26th I’ll show you how
to take stem cuttings.
You can also put your questions to the expert panel by
going to www.virtualflowershow.uk/gardeing-questions
Like so many businesses, I

have had to close the nursery
to customers but I do have an
online shop so you can still buy
plants for your garden at
www.tinnisburn.co.uk
Mail order, local delivery or
collection from the nursery gates
are all possible. All the nurseries
taking part in the virtual flower
show sell online and mail order
is a lifeline at the moment
because selling plants at shows
is the major outlet for most of
us.
Another business in Langholm,
which can keep you supplied
with gardening essentials,
including compost, is Dr Grow
at www.doctorgrow.co.uk so
make the most of this lovely
spring weather and keep gardening.

Pandemic
scam alert

WILY scammers are duping the
public and businesses with counterfeit goods to profit from the
panic and fear caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Scottish Business
Resilience Centre (SBRC) is
reporting a spike in counterfeit
crime, along with cybercrime
and fraud, with reports of a 400
per cent increase in the number
of pandemic-related counterfeit
and fraud reports in March.
Angela Brand, one of the
officers seconded to SBRC from
Police Scotland, says there has
been a marked increase in phishing emails, scams, and a wide
array of counterfeit goods being
offered for sale, all related to
COVID-19.
Higher demand for protective
goods and pharmaceutical products, combined with more people
searching online to source products, has resulted in criminals
using the pandemic to take
advantage of businesses and
vulnerable citizens.
Angela said: “The fear surrounding the pandemic is being
exploited by criminals who are
seeking to profit from the sale
of counterfeit goods.
“When buying goods online,
use reputable sites. It’s important
to check the website address to
ensure it is legitimate.
“Look for substitutions such
as 'zeros', used instead of the
letter 'o' or extra letters or symbols
in the address, which may indicate a fake or cloned website.
“If you receive an email
offering goods or services, don’t
click on any links embedded in
the email.
“Go directly to the website
itself and check whether the
information in the email is valid.
“There are online tools and
plug-ins available which you
can use to screen websites and
help identify potentially counterfeit products. If you are even
remotely suspicious, look elsewhere.”
More advice is on the SBRC
website and anyone who
believes they have received
counterfeit goods are advised
to contact the police.
____________________

Police get
face masks

Helen’s Marsh Marigolds looked beautiful for two days - until the deer ate them

The wine red Trillium have made Helen wait for eight years before blooming all at once

POLICE officers and staff are
being given surgical face masks
to wear when they respond to
incidents or deal with the public
and it is not possible to adhere
to social distancing measures.
Police Scotland has secured
initial stocks of type 2 fluid
resistant surgical masks and is
distributing them in response
to advice from Health Protection
Scotland, Public Health England
and the UK government.
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100 years: Presentations at Twiglees

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.
Spectacular
Bogs Run

Such was the popularity of
sledging in those days that the
“Bogs” would be lined 3 and 4
deep each side as parents,
grandparents and spectators
watched on a Saturday afternoon.
On week nights, as late as ten
o’clock with the whole valley
gathered in moonlight one could
hear the roar of the sledges on
the frozen slopes of the hills of
Langholm. But shooting the
“Bogs” wasn’t enough for
Pinder. There was and still is on
Warbla a spring which powered
the Langholm Parish Church
organ before this magnificent
instrument was electrified.

Kernigal

Pinder decided to divert the
stream down the hill brae,
which runs from the ‘Black
Yett’ which leads from Warbla
Hill down the side of Kernigal
wood with a sharp left turn onto
Knox’s Flat then down the stepp
intersection of the Stubholm
and down the precipitous Peth
with the large oak tree and the
Wauchope river in front.
Next day it was frozen solid
and, in the evening, Pinder
ordered me to follow him in a
‘guttzer’ from the ‘Black Yet’
(Gate) The speed was unbelievable. He managed to negotiate
the left hand turn at the edge of
Kernigal, across Knox’s Flat

and turned the sledge at the
Stubholm House on to the even
steeper Peth by pulling my
sledge onto its left-hand runner
and digging in my clogs. Then
it was a sheet of ice down the
Peth with Buccleuch Park on
the right. We were out of control
and Pinder smashed into the ice
when the river Wauchope burst.
Had it been thicker, we could
have gone under and drowned.
Had it been thinner it would
have broken like glass and we
would have been injured on the
boulders on the other side but it
was just enough to break and
produce a wave which acted as
a buffer.

Police

The sequel was that on the
Sunday the organ wouldn’t play.
The sermon was ruined and the
Kirk session called in the
Police. After much door knocking and questions nothing
happened.
Maybe God was on our side he’s funny that way. But Pinder
wasn’t all mischief. I recall one
winter night when Pinder had
found an old rusted and useless
First World War rifle at the
“Ashmiden” now the ‘Dump’ at
the top of Caroline street in the
afternoon after school. In the
dark of the evening after he’d
cleaned it up, he decided to surprise poor old Mrs. Aitken who
lived next door to us in no 50
Caroline Street opposite the end
of the Park Bridge and hadn’t a
relation in the world. Pinder

dashed in with the rifle and I
followed.
The old lady was sitting in a
chair all dressed in black and all
curled up in a black shawl. She
began to cry and Pinder didn’t
expect this reaction. She explained that she was cold and
had no money left to buy coal.

Spootings

Pinder, strong as a horse at the
time and could heat the whole
of Wauchope Ra’ with red hot
spootings from the outside was
a bit perplexed. He turned and
led us, the Wauchope Ra’ Gang’
at dead of night but in bright
moonlight into our beloved
Kernigal wood behind the park.
We knew every tree in the
beautiful wood of deciduous
trees of oak, chestnut, yew, elm,
silver birch and hazel bushes
and soon we were dragging
fallen branches down the Peth,
over the Park Bridge and into
the old woman’s garden which
she shared with all the occupants at 48 through to 48a, 50
and 50a Caroline Street. In no
time at all, we had all the outer
branches broken into 12”
lengths with our feet and hacked
the thicker branches with an axe
that we had hidden.
With a couple of Langholm
papers and a match we soon had
a fire going for poor old Mrs
Aitken. Not only that but from
that night and until she died,
some few years later she was
never cold again although she
might have been hungry.

Allan (Sam) Corrie, John Little, Jack Rae, George Graham, Ian Barnfather, Norman Elliot, Sammy McGimpsey,
Doug Steele, William Steele and standing at back is David Reid and Ian (sigh) Webster
Photo courtesy of Jack Rae

On Tuesday evening the employees on the farm of Twiglees met to present Mr George Douglas,
farm manager, and Mrs Douglas with a small token of their esteem on leaving the farm for
another situation on the Drumlanrig estate. The presentation, which took the form of a gold
albert and seal was presented to Mr Douglas by James Blackstock in a few well-chosen words,
which Mr Douglas suitably acknowledged. The gifts to Mrs Douglas which consisted of a gold
mounted umbrella and gold brooch, were handed over by Mrs Jardine, Twiglees Cottage, in a
neat speech, to which Mrs Douglas returned thanks. The company were afterwards entertained to
supper by Mr and Mrs Douglas with their usual generous hospitality, and afterwards a pleasant
evening was spent with song and sentiment.

80 years: Langholm War Comforts

Last week the Langholm War Comforts Committee sent parcels to local men overseas. This
month postal orders have been sent to local men serving in His Majesty’s Forces in this country.
The Committee are not sure if they have received all the names and would be obliged if relatives
would hand in the names and addresses to the secretary, Mrs Neill, Bridge House.
As regards the knitted comforts, the Committee have received over 200lbs yarn from the
Duchess of Buccleuch’s War Comforts Fund, and have returned 454 knitted articles comprising
43 helmets, 138 scarves, 93 pairs of mittens, 18 pairs gloves, 103 pairs socks, 24 pullovers, 14
sleeveless pullovers, 4 pairs sea-boot stockings, 16 pairs wristlets and 1 cap comforter. As this
yarn is given free, it will be understood that the Committee felt that they would like to give a
donation to the Duchess of Buccleuch Fund, and this was sent last month.

50 years: Annie Jane to retire

Her many friends and acquaintances in Langholm and Eskdale will be interested to know that the
genial Mrs Annie Jane Potts mine hostess of the 200-year-old Huntsman Inn at Penton,
somethings known as “The Corner House”, is to dispose of the premises prior to retiral. Sixtyseven years of age, Mrs Potts is the oldest licensee in the Longtown Licensing District. Popularly
known as “Annie Jane” she has resided at The Hunstmans’ Inn since 1918, when her father, the
late Mr. Thomas Nixon took over the license, and she has run it since his death in 1941.

25 years: Wi a hundred pipe bands an’ a’

Langholm Pipe Band has an important date to keep for charity in August. For they are taking part
in what promises to be one of Edinburgh’s most spectacular events – the biggest Pipe Band ever
to be seen marching down Princes Street.
Over 1000 bands have already registered for the event which will raise money for the Marie
Curie Cancer Care appeal on 20th August. The event has received the support of the director of
Army Bagpipe Music, the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association, the Lothian and Borders Police,
the Royal Scottish Pipers Society and many others.
There will be several thousand pipers and drummers taking parade and the parade will consist
of individual pipers as well as bands, all playing together to raise funds for the Marie Curie Nursing Service and the two Scottish Marie Curie Hospices.
The band itself will be so large that when the first pipers reach the end of Princes Street, the
rear ranks will only just have entered. Everyone of the thousands of musicians who are expected
to take part may be sponsored, with the money going to his or her local Marie Curie Nurses.

Langholm Pipe Band looking forward to attending a charity event in Edinburgh back in 1995

The E&L Gallery
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Ashley Johnstone enjoys the spring sunshine at the Benty. Taken by her dad, Andrew ‘Benty’ Johnstone

Waxing lyrical..........
Like everyone I’ve been at home for the last
few weeks and in my spare time I’ve written
a poem about isolation

Isolation Road

I walked the lonely road to Tarras
And dreamt of city breaks to Paris
Of trips to Wales and old Beaumaris
This hell that is coronavirus
Each day I watched A Place in the Sun
It’s sunny outside but not much fun
I could exercise or go for a run
Oh when oh when will it all be done
I’ve cut the grass 3 times a week
And boring Jobs I’ve had to seek
I’ve become a kind of gardening freak
Life has become so very bleak
I’ve cleaned the windows hoovered the car
But tidying the garage was a bridge too far
I’d make a pizza but we’ve run out of flour
The time fair drags hour by hour

Camera:Samsung Galaxy A6

If you’ve put pen to paper and written a poem, please send it in.
We’d be happy to publish it in our “Waxing Lyrical” section.
Send it to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk or pop it through the letterbox.

Golf we are not allowed to play
I look at the course for another day
But thinking of birdies I have to say
Won’t make the pandemic go away

Like Chinese torture the water drips
No social life, no family trips
We really must get to grips
If we’re to avoid the apocalypse

My mental health is on the brink
If I could go out I’d see a shrink
The hours stretch out I think and think
It’s 5 o’clock let’s have a drink

For us baby boomers the good times stuck
Wars and conflicts we were able to duck
We had prosperity and an easy buck
But this time we may have run out of luck

I do crosswords to pass the time
What about another glass of wine
In a few months will it be just fine
Or could this be my final line

The Plants are planted the seeds are sowed
The Paths are raked the weeds are hoed
All is tidy but what does it bode
Here on isolation road

Ive scrubbed and scrubbed the garden chairs
I’ve mended fences fixed the tears
All on my own, nobody shares
And what is more nobody cares

But despair must not overtake our soul
And brighter thoughts must be our goal
Autumn fruits will fill the bowl
And soon again we’ll all be whole

What is the future for this nation
I’ve looked to scripture for salvation
To Genesis and the creation
Gloom from the Book of Revelation
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Weavers popping-up on the High Street in Langholm

Ben Ewart is a Fashion Design student at Carlisle College

By Freya McCall

From rag rugs to sleeping
bags for homeless people –
Young Reporter Freya McCall
looks at a project breathing
new life and purpose into an
old industry.
The textiles industry was once
at the forefront of jobs, economy
and tradition in Langholm but

has faced serious decline over
recent years.
Judith Johnson, Langholm
Initiative project manager, hopes
to bring back that spirit of creativity and optimism to let new
businesses thrive and expand.
She’s spearheading Textiles
Eskdale: Weaving a Future,
which focuses on teaching sustainable practices and practical
skills to potential entrepreneurs.
Judith recognised a wealth of
opportunities in textiles while
working on a previous initiative
called Building a Future, which
focused on entrepreneurship and
employability.
Work opportunities in
Langholm’s textiles sector were
dwindling but Judith saw an
opportunity for sustainability.
She said: “In Langholm we
still generate textile waste on a
daily and weekly basis.
“So, I thought it was a marvellous idea to try to harness
that energy and use the locallyproduced textile waste.
“It could give people the
opportunity to look at employment possibilities and set up
small businesses.”

Entrepreneurship

Textiles Eskdale encompasses
a variety of skills, from entrepreneurship to traditional
weaving, sewing and knitwear
techniques and making items
such as rag rugs, footstools and
bags from textiles scraps.
It focuses largely on the spirit
of make do and mend and
spreads a message of sustainability, upcycling, reusing and
reinventing garments and scraps.
The project was largely influenced by the Eyemouth-based
group Re-Tweed, which trains
women in the traditional art of
making garments and home furnishings in an eco-friendly way

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

from upcycled materials.
Judith said: “People are very
aware of the need for plastic
recycling but we also have this
culture for fast fashion, with
billions of tons of clothes going
to landfill each year.
“We want to encourage people
to reverse that trend by reusing
and recycling textiles.”
According to the World Bank,
the fashion industry is responsible for a massive 10 per cent

about creating a sense of wellbeing. For some, it might be
the achievement of mastering a
new skill; for others it's the
sense of pride when something
beautiful is created from old
scraps of Langholm tweed.
“Most importantly, it's about
the opportunity to join in and
feel included in a community
initiative.
“It's important that traditional
skills don't disappear and the
Textiles Eskdale project helps
to keep Langholm's weaving
and textiles heritage alive by
providing opportunities to get
involved.”

Interest

E&L Young Reporter Freya McCall

of global annual carbon emissions.
Projects like Weaving a Future
not only help to reinvent fashion
with a unique touch but also
save the planet.
Tessa Lumley, who volunteers
with Textiles Eskdale, believes
it has a positive effect on all
parts of the community.
She said: “Youngsters have
learned to weave in the pop-up
shop during school holidays,
Academy S1 pupils have made
all sorts of items working with
lots of different textiles and all
age groups have joined a variety
of sessions, particularly the popular Making Space sessions at
OutPost Arts’ The Look Out on
Monday mornings.
“These initiatives are also

Peg loom weaving with Jim Thomson at Canonbie Primary School

Judith wants to encourage
future generations to take a keen
interest in the textiles industry.
She said: “It’s quite shocking
that younger generations don’t
even know how to sew on a
button, never mind mend and
make things.
“What has been exciting is
that, when they have a taste of
it, they really want to get into
it.
“To give people the skills to
go into self-employment or set
up a business would be a really
great outcome for the project. I
want to get people thinking creatively with what they’ve got.
“I’ve been inundated with materials and have been given
some quilted lining material
which could go towards a social
purpose, like sleeping bags for
the homeless. It’s something we
can do here readily.”
To get involved with Textiles
Eskdale: Weaving a Future and
its numerous workshops, events
and businesses, go to the
Langholm Initiative website or
the Textiles Eskdale Facebook
page where you can be updated
with news, events and tips.
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CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
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Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391
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ERIC
HAGAN

CURRENTLY ONLY ACCEPTING
EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk

TO LET

CHIMNEY SWEEP

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

ADVERTISINg

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

GROW Your Business
with the E & L!
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25 for a single insertion but if you
advertise your business monthly, the price falls to
£15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapses
to £10 - that’s nearly nowt! *

This can include your logo or other graphic and can
be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic
and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

JOHN SMITH
JOINERY
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54 High Street, Langholm Dg13 0JH
013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk
MOBILE VAN TIMES

MOBILE POST OFFICE
TOWN HALL CAR PARK
WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 2.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2.30pm
___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN

Community Centre Car Park
Charles Street, Langholm
ICE LLED
V
R
SE
NCE
RBS LY CA
T
REN
R
U
C EVERY THURSDAY
12.15pm - 12.55pm
COMPLAINTS
ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in the
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser you can come into the
office and speak to the Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with how your complaint has been
handled you may write to the Company Secretary at
Muckle Toon Media CIC, Ashleybank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN.

5cm x 2 column

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Green Street
Gretna DG16 0BA
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VAT at the prevailing rate.

born in 1848 ......and still going strong!

Contact the
E&L Advertiser
on

013873 80012

catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

Sports News

COVID-19 UPDATE: all racing
CANCELLED UNtil end of JUNE

McArthur’s visit Bowled
over
still on the cards
Thursday April 23, 2020

MANY THANKS FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Athletics

CANONBIE Bowling Club has been awarded £2,340
by the Ewe Hill 16 windfarm community benefit fund
to help pay for the repair of the timber clubhouse roof
which is seriously dilapidated.
Chris Jagger, spokesman, said: “This award means we
are able to replace the existing felt roof with a long-life,
glass fibre resin roof.
“It is an invaluable contribution to the continuation of
bowling in the locality.”
The club is currently closed because of government restrictions in the coronavirus pandemic so the contractor
will undertake the work as soon as the situation improves.
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ensure that, when the new rugby season
comes, we are up and running as
normal.
Our big cost, other than utility bills,
during the season is, of course, team
buses because we have eight away
matches, averaging 160 miles for each
trip next season.
We have applied to the SRU hardship
fund set up as a result of the coronavirus
outbreak but this is limited to claims
on utility bills and some groundwork.
However, we hope we’ll get some
help from that fund.
As soon as things start to get back
to normal, we will look to do some
fundraising and get some events
organised at the club.
It has been a good season for the
club both on and off the pitch so we
just want to make sure we are able to
get next season up and running for
the players, members and many friends
and supporters.

771472

Langholm Sevens team in 2010 are, back, Robin Hislop and Gavin Campbell. Middle row:
Jordan Reid, Stuart Graham, Stuart Bell and Colin Jardine. Front row: Jack Pool, Alasdair
Cavers, Steven Nicol, Niall Cubbon and Jamie Little

THIS Saturday would have been
the annual Langholm Sevens.
However, because of the coronavirus
crisis, this year’s sports have been
cancelled in line with government regulations, along with all the other
Borders’ spring sevens.
The loss of the Langholm Sevens is
a blow for both the club and the
community.
Not only is it a "gran day oot" for
the town, the district and further afield,
it is also a big financial loss to the
club, being the season’s main income
earner.
Kenneth Pool, club chairman, said:
"The cancellation of the sevens is a
big blow but the safety and health of
the community is a much more important factor at the current time.
The club is looking at how best to
make up the financial shortfall to

Bowling

Price 80p
9

No Sevens this year

Rugby

Chris Jagger starts the bowling season in 2015

17

Heptathlete Holly McArthur will keep her date with Langholm Academy’s
Giant Heptathlon team who are Scottish champions

COMMONWEALTH Games athlete Holly
McArthur will keep her date with Langholm
Academy as soon as it is safe to do so.
Holly, a heptathlete, represented Scotland at the 2018
games in Australia and was a member of the team
which came 10th.
As a result of Langholm Academy’s team winning
the Giant Heptathlon, Holly planned to visit the school
to present the team with their Scottish champions’
trophy.
This has now been postponed because of the current
situation with COVID-19.
Holly, 20, is from Kilsyth. She was born in Glasgow
and competes for Edinburgh Athletics Club, Stirling
University and Whitemoss.
The 14 children from S1 and S2, who made up the
team, competed in similar events at the final, with
athletes earning points based on their performance in
each event.
As well as presenting the trophy she will talk about
her journey as a young athlete, competing for Scotland,
training and nutrition tips and her plans.
She will also join the team for a training session
which will be open to older and younger athletes from
the academy and primary schools.
Calum Graham of Active Schools and Community
Sport and the team’s coach, said: “Holly’s inspiration
was always Jessica Ennis-Hill but she now looks to
Katarina Johnson-Thompson after competing against
her and picking up some useful tips at the 2018
Commonwealth Games.
“It’s good news that the children will still be rewarded
for their hard work and performance in February and
that Scottish Athletics is using role models to inspire
the next generation.”

