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Virus may put paid to
most treasured event

NEWS

BRIEFING

Common Riding cannot take place in its customary way
THERE will be no Langholm Cornet this year.
The inevitable but shock 
decision was made by the  
Common Riding trustees and
members on Tuesday.
The unprecedented interna-

tional health crisis, which is 
endangering thousands of peo-
ple’s lives in the UK, has forced
their hand, with the election
due on Friday, May 8.
In a statement issued to the

E&L Advertiser, Roger
Maxwell, chairman, speaking
for the trustees and members,
said: “Under the current cir-
cumstances, Langholm Common
Riding 2020 cannot take place
in its customary way.
“Should restrictions be lifted

sufficiently by the end of July,
it may be possible to celebrate
the Common Riding in a limited
way and every effort will be
made to mark the boundaries.
“We will assess the situation

and act accordingly but the pub-
lic meeting on May 8 is can-
celled, along with the election
of Cornet.
“The outbreak of coronavirus

is an event the like of which
none of us has ever experienced
and, as can be seen by the dra-
conian measures imposed by
the UK and Scottish govern-
ments, only drastic action is
likely to eradicate it.”
The Common Riding has been

held since 1759 and only the
two world wars and the foot
and mouth outbreaks in 1952
and 2001 curtailed the celebra-
tions.

Both governments imple-
mented measures on Monday
to bring the country into lock-
down which has had a huge
impact on communities in 
Eskdale and Liddesdale.
The schools in Langholm,

Canonbie and Newcastleton
closed last Friday and all exams
have been cancelled. Grades
will be based on pupils’ pre-
liminary exam results and 
assignments.

Panic-buying
Panic-buying of food and other

essentials has been a problem,
leaving shelves empty, and shops
have now set aside times when
only the elderly and key workers
can shop.
Since Monday, the Co-op in

Langholm has let emergency
service staff into the store from
30 minutes before it opens to
the public.
This is at 6.30am from 

Monday to Saturday and 7.30am
on Sunday. They just need to
show staff their ID when enter-
ing and they will be allowed
in.
A slot is also set aside for vul-

nerable customers between 8am
and 9am from Monday to 
Saturday and from 10am to
11am on Sunday.
Social distancing measures are

now in place and the store is
marked with tape to indicate
how far apart everyone should
be. Shoppers are asked to respect
these and show patience because

it may take longer to get round
the store when busy.

Preferred
It’s not currently implementing

card only payment but, if pos-
sible, this method of payment
is preferred to increase safety.
A move to limit the number

of customers in the store 
at any one time is being imple-
mented.
Customers have asked about

phone deliveries and manage-
ment is working on a solution.
The Cumberland Building 

Society has closed its branches
in Langholm, Longtown,
Lockerbie and Gretna, prompt-
ing complaints from customers
that this will force them to travel
unnecessarily and prevent others
from being able to get cash.
A spokesperson said the 

closures were done to protect
colleagues and continue to serve
customers as well as it could in
the current circumstances.
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Village at odds with
official flood report

CRITICISM has been levelled
against Scottish Borders 
Council for its account of the
emergency help given to 
Newcastleton when the village
was flooded last month.

Full story: Page 5

Money does grow on
trees in Eskdalemuir

FIVE miles along a rough
forestry track north of 
Eskdalemuir and you come to
the old steading at 
Langshawburn.

Full story: Pages 8 & 9

Upping Stumps for
time being

LIKE many sports clubs in
the Langholm area, the
COVID-19 outbreak presents
Langholm Cricket Club with
some difficult challenges.

Full story: Page 24

There will be no Langholm Cornet in 2020 and the event itself is in doubt


