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Community rallies to
support people at risk 

NEWS

BRIEFING

Venues close and social events are off but help is offered freely
COMMUNITY and business
life in Eskdale and Liddesdale
is grinding to a halt as the
coronavirus COVID-19 tight-
ens its grip on the UK and
around the world.
Venues are closing their doors
and user groups are cancelling
their meetings and community
events, sporting events are being
postponed (see our sports pages)
and people are cancelling holi-
days and trips.
In Langholm a COVID-19
support site has been set up on
Facebook. It will help to 
co-ordinate assistance to people
who are self-isolating and can’t
do their shopping, get prescrip-
tions, take part in other normal
activities or just want a chat on
the phone or online to ward off
loneliness.
Within 48 hours the site got
more than 600 members, with
lots of people and groups 
offering their help.
Businesses providing goods
and services to the area are
using the site to post changes
to their procedures to prevent
the spread of the virus and many
are offering deliveries which is
really helpful.
The E&L Advertiser has print-
ed some #viralkindness leaflets
which can be picked up from
its High Street office and com-
pleted by anyone looking to
help others and posted through
their neighbours’ doors.
Langholm town hall has now
closed but the mobile post office
will be in Parliament Square
tomorrow from 9am to 2.30pm,

next Wednesday from 12pm to
3.30pm and again next Friday.
Dalston Pharmacy in
Langholm is experiencing 
extremely high volumes of pre-
scriptions and people are asked
to order repeat prescriptions in
plenty of time. The minimum
for most surgeries is two work-
ing days.
Gordon Winter, pharmacist,
said: “If you bring a prescription
into the pharmacy and the wait
time is more than five minutes,
please call back for it at the
time given.
“This helps limits the number
of people in the pharmacy at

any one time and reduces per-
sonal contact time.
“Please observe “social dis-
tancing etiquette” by keeping
two metres away from staff and
others.
“If you have symptoms of
coronavirus (see NHS24 online
for latest advice) do not attend
a pharmacy, GP or the emer-
gency department to be seen.
“Avoid touching anything 
unnecessarily such as counters
or products you won’t be buying.
Consider using contactless for
payments over £5.”
Gary Collins, manager of the
Co-operative Store in Langholm,

said the store was, like many
others, experiencing huge 
demand.
He said: “If anyone has any
questions I can help with about
the Co-op, short stock lines or
anything you’re worried about,
feel free to contact me.
“Like everywhere just now,
we are experiencing huge 
demand and are stretched but
we will do everything we can
to get in the things you need.
“If things escalate in and
around the town, we will put
together a plan to help people
as much as we can.
“Could I just ask that, if you

are shopping with us, you stick
to the guidelines on hygiene; it
would take only one member
of staff to fall ill to potentially
close the store down for a 
period.”
The Langholm and Canonbie
Schools Cluster has notified
parents to prepare their children
to work online from home and
to contact the school if their
children do not have internet
access.
The Langholm Academy
school office is not being staffed
but can be contacted at
gw08langholmac@ea.dumgal.sch.uk

> Turn to page 2
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Electric vehicle ports
coming to Langholm 

WORK is progressing to install
electric charging points for 
vehicles on the Kilngreen in
Langholm.

Full story: Page 7 

Glenfirra works
its magic

THE search for a company to
repair a precious Border Fine
Arts figurine, presented as a
trophy to a world champion,
has led to Langholm.

Full story: Page 15

Primary curlers
bring home trophy

LANGHOLM primary
school’s curling team has won
the Annandale and Eskdale
Primary Schools Curling’s
Cool Festival.

Full story: Page 24
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Schools may close within days
>From Page 1

For those who cannot access the
Langholm COVID-19 Facebook
page, some volunteers, willing to
collect requests by phone, text or
email and place these requests on
to the site regularly, are needed.
A poster is being made and being

posted around the town giving
details of how to contact volun-
teers.
Volunteers are also needed to

collect the #viralkindness leaflets
and drop these around the town.
Wherever possible, people

should try to use volunteers they
know and trust and vice versa.
On Tuesday the Buccleuch Cen-

tre’s board of trustees met and
agreed to put a notice in next
week’s E&L Advertiser because
the situation is changing so fast.
Shows will not be held certainly

until the end of May but the coffee
shop remains open and will do
takeaways.

NHS Dumfries & Galloway says
it’s planning for an unprecedented
increase in acute hospital activity.
It has been fortunate that no

cases have been identified in the
region but  anticipates that this
situation will change rapidly.

Reconfiguration
Jeff Ace, chief executive, said:

“Our teams need to focus on this
change, on retraining and the re-
configuration of services.
“I have decided to suspend all

non-urgent outpatient and inpatient
activity at DGRI from now.
“A small number of critical ser-

vices such as renal dialysis and
cancer treatment and surgery will
continue as normal but we cannot
continue to provide our full range
of clinical activity.
“Please do not attend the hospital

for appointments which are not
related to these critical services.
“We will call every patient to

confirm cancellations or arrange
for remote consultation using the

NHS Near Me video conference
technology.
“Other patient pathways such

as psychiatry and psychology clin-
ics will continue as normal.”
Dr Cliff Sharp, NHS Borders

medical director, said: “Testing is
taking place using one of our 
occupational health vehicles near
the Primary Services block on the
Borders General Hospital 
Campus.
“Should someone, who needs

testing, be unable to attend, testing
can be done in their home.
“Two patients living in the 

Borders have tested positive for
COVID-19, having returned from
listed risk areas.
“No patients are being treated

in the hospital.
“Given the contagious nature of

this coronavirus, confirmed cases
in the Borders were inevitable
and I would urge the public to
play their part in helping us min-
imise the risk by following 

advice.
“Please do not attend the hospital

or any healthcare setting and 
request a test for coronavirus.
Testing is by appointment only.
“If you are worried you may

have coronavirus, call 111, stay
indoors and avoid close contact
with other people.”
Tracey Logan, Scottish Borders

Council chief executive, said: "We
are creating plans to ensure 
the community response is 
co-ordinated locally and residents,
who want to help, are protected. 
"We’ve contacted resilient com-

munities groups to request more
information and ask whether
they’re willing to co-ordinate vol-
unteers to offer support in their
communities.”
Yesterday Nicola Sturgeon, First

Minister, announced it was highly
possible that the country would
see a more blanket approach to
school closures in the coming
days.

Joint response
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council leader Elaine Murray
has called a full meeting of
members tomorrow to consider
swift measures to prepare the
local authority for the
coronavirus pandemic.
The council has been 

co-ordinating a response alongside
NHS Dumfries & Galloway and
national partners for several weeks
focusing on protecting people’s
lives.
At the full council meeting

councillors will be asked to suspend
committees and set up a sub-
committee of nine councillors on a
proportionate basis.
The authority’s key priorities

during this pandemic are to protect
lives and to support the NHS board
in any way it can, including sharing
resources and redeploying staff
with transferable skills.
It will support residents and

communities, ensuring that priority
services such as a waste collection
and disposal are maintained.
It will protect jobs and the

economy by providing advice and
support and continue to work
alongside regional and national
partners.
Councillor Murray said: “The

coronavirus pandemic is the biggest
challenge our region has faced.
“The measures we’re taking will

support the preparations which
have been carried out by the council
and NHS Dumfries & Galloway
with national partners to prepare the
region for COVID-19.
“Yesterday Rob Davidson, the

depute leader, and I talked with
opposition group leaders to secure
agreement on how our council

responds to the coronavirus.
“I’m grateful for the shared

commitment to put party politics
aside and focus on protecting lives,
people and jobs."

Phone surgeries
Eskdale’s MP and MSP David

Mundell and Oliver Mundell say
they will keep in touch with
constituents during the crisis by
holding regular phone surgeries.
While their constituency offices in

Moffat and Lockerbie will be
closed to the public, it will be
almost business as usual for the
father and son and their team, who
will be largely home-based.
David said: "Safeguarding public

health and trying to control the
spread of COVID-19 has to be
paramount in the weeks and months

ahead.
"The impact of the necessary

steps being taken by the
government, NHS and other
agencies is already having an
impact on people and businesses.
"It is important for us to keep a

dialogue with constituents and the
phone surgeries are an effective
starting point. We are here to help
and to signpost to agencies which
can offer specialist support."
Oliver added: "This will be a very

difficult period but people are
resilient and have come through
other major challenges, while
looking out for the welfare of others
facing difficulties.”
Constituents can contact David

and Oliver by email, on their
websites or by leaving messages on
their office voicemail services.

Oliver and David Mundell will be available through phone surgeries

Council calls full meeting of members

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

Dumfriesshire
East Community

Benefit Group

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

LEADER
Dumfries & Galloway

and charitable trusts and individuals 
from the community of Langholm.

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 22nd March

Holy Communion
Liddesdale 10am

Morning Worship
Canonbie 11.30am

Services led by 
Rev Pauline Steenbergen

All welcome
Charity no. SCO00717

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 
22nd March

Langholm 10am

Mondays & Fridays
Langholm 9.10am

Daily Worship

Services led by 
Rev Dr Robert Pickles

Charity no. SCO11946

Deaths
NICHOL

Tommy. Peacefully after a long illness bravely
borne, Tommy aged 84 years. Devoted husband
of Janet, much loved brother-in-law, uncle and
friend to many.
Funeral service to be held at Roucan Loch
Crematorium on Friday 20th March at 10am.
Friends please accept this intimation, family
flowers only donations if so desired will be for
Annan Court Care Home. All enquiries to
Nicholson’s Funeral Directors Bank House
Longtown 01228 791098.

Thanks for Sympathy

HISLOP

The family of the late Raymond would like to
thank all friends and neighbours for the kind
expressions of sympathy, cards and flowers
received following their sad loss. 
Grateful thanks to Jean Martindale, David Erskine
and all who attended the service and kindly gave
donations.
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In Memoriam
LITTLE
In memory of Betty Little, a dearly loved mother,
granny and great-granny, who died 25th March
2013.

Beautiful memories
silently kept

Of someone we loved
and will never forget



LANGHOLM and District Art Club
held its last monthly meeting for an 
indefinite period after the Day Centre
closed its doors to outside lets.
The members were given a demonstration
of ceramic art when husband and wife
potters, Dave and Jacky Brittain, came
up from their pottery at Hughsrigg near
Canonbie to show them just how it’s
done.
Dave brought his tools of the trade, 
including a pottery wheel, on which he

threw lumps of clay and quickly fashioned
them into vases of different sizes and
shapes and even a jug, while Jacky 
explained the processes and the subsequent
firing which takes place in a kiln.
She had a turn at the wheel and showed
how tricky it can be when her pot, which
was building up nicely, suddenly collapsed
when the walls became too thin.
But she made no mistake when she
showed us her side of the business which
is the sculpting by hand of figurative 

ceramic sculptures of animals.
Her work is influenced by the country-
side, being mainly of animals – cows,
sheep and hares.
Each one is fashioned separately, crafted
by hand and shaped into its individual
form, reflecting its character.
Dave and Jacky run ceramic classes at
the Hughsrigg Pottery. One or two of the
members attend these classes and recom-
mend them as being great fun.

____________________
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Parking
policed
LANGHOLM’S community 
police officer PC Lyndsay 
McGoldrick is writing to resi-
dents in and around David
Street after complaints about
parking.
In her letter, she says: “I
have been advised by mem-
bers of the community council
about parking issues in the
Langholm area and, particu-
larly, David Street.
“I appreciate this has been
a much-debated topic over the
years and one which I’m happy
to discuss in person.

PC Lyndsay McGoldrick

The main concern, which has
been brought to my attention,
are people parking in David
Street outwith the permitted
time limits.
“Members of the community
council report that they are
being approached by the public
who feel frustrated that they
struggle to park near to shops
and businesses because of
particular vehicles being
parked for most of, if not all
day.
“I’m happy to monitor the 
situation over the next few
months and, if necessary, 
enforce any parking deemed
to be breaching time limits and
causing obstructions.
“I would like to provide a pro-
active response to concerns
which have been raised with
me and, if I am able to help
encourage the town to thrive,
I’ll do my best.”
PC McGoldrick asks that if
anyone would like to contact
her, people can ring 101.

Eskdale & Liddesdale
start to put life on hold
Area’s social activities are abandoned for the foreseeable future
MANY events have been can-
celled from church services
to youth groups and recre-
ational activities which will
have an impact on social iso-
lation and businesses.
Langholm Day Centre has put
off user group bookings but is
still carrying on with its core
function of caring for older
people.
Langholm Playcare is con-
tiuing to provide childcare as
normal but has cancelled ac-
tivities, including baby massage
and yoga, the sensory group
and read, play, sing drop-ins.
The LAODS’ production of
Calamity Jane has been post-
poned until mid-September and
the Annandale and Eskdale
sports awards have also been
put off.
The Langholm Regeneration
Group has cancelled the Easter
bunny trail and Canonbie com-
munity café has closed its doors.
A meeting to discuss the
Langholm flood prevention
scheme, which was due to 
be held next Monday, has 
been delayed but work will
continue.
Newcastleton village hall has
cancelled all bookings by user

groups, although Capontree Vets
will continue its Wednesday 
afternoon drop-in from 4pm to
5pm.

Copshaw Cabaret has post-
poned its show, while OutPost
Arts in Langholm is not running
any activities.
Carys Mainprize of Wild 
Eskdale said she was postponing
all education activities indefi-
nitely.
While this meant there would
be no Easter holiday club, she
would post daily activities and

ways to get involved with 
nature, even indoors, during
the school break.
She added: “We will also look
for ways to remotely support
curriculum-linked environmen-
tal and science learning at home
and in schools.”
Langholm Art Club’s April
talk is postponed until further
notice. Painting for Pleasure,
held every Wednesday after-
noon, is cancelled for the fore-
seeable future.
Other clubs not meeting 
include Langholm Probus Club,
Eskdale and Liddesdale 
embroiderers guild, Slimming
World at the Studio, the Muckle
Toon Joggers’ quiz, Canonbie
bowling quiz.
Another casualty is the Day
for Doddie being held in
Langholm on April 3.
Duncan Millar, Langholm
Scout leader, reported that all
Scouting in the south west 
region was suspended.
He said: “The situation is 
obviously very fluid and at this
time we do not know when we
will be able resume Scouting
in Langholm.
“We will not be able to par-
ticipate in the umbrella walk

as a Scout group if the event
goes ahead.”
“The Explorers’ Blair Atholl
training camp this month has
been cancelled as has the 
Scottish International Patrol
Jamborette in July.
Langholm Social Club held
an emergency committee meet-
ing last Sunday to discuss how
the club would continue.
Heeding national advice from
the government, it was unani-
mously agreed that all organised
events up to and including April
6 would be cancelled.
The club remains open to
members for the time being
and all patrons are requested
to ensure they practice good
hand hygiene to protect staff
and other members.
This position will be reviewed
in two weeks or earlier, 
depending on national advice.
One of the casualties is the
Langholm Accordion and Fiddle
Club on Sunday, March 29.
Duncan Elliott of Xcel says
all activities have been can-
celled: youth club, Monday for
P4 to P7 at the community 
centre; youth café, Wednesday
for S1 upwards at the Social
Club; Xcel junior football,

Thursday for P1 to S1 at the
3G.
Canonbie United and 
Liddesdale parish churches have
followed Church of Scotland
advice that all church gatherings
should be temporarily cancelled
until further notice.
All members of the congre-
gation in Canonbie are being
contacted and if anyone needs
any help or support, please let
the church know.
If anyone in Liddesdale feels
isolated and needs a chat, church
news or, perhaps, something
picked up and delivered to their
door, ring Alice on 75767, 
Glynis on 07469 397 065 and
Doris 75856.
The Wednesday worship at
the Eskdalemuir Hub is also
not being held.
It is likely that next month’s
community council meetings
in Eskdale and Liddesdale will
be cancelled.
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Pottery 
demo

for Art Club
Dave and Jacky Brittain of Hughsrigg Pottery demonstrate their craft to Langholm and District Art Club

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

LLaanngghhoollmm AAmmaatteeuurr OOppeerraattiicc && DDrraammaattiicc SSoocciieettyy pprreesseennttss
in association with Music Theatre International

The Buccleuch Centre
Langholm

Monday 16th
to

Friday 20th March 2020 
at 7:30pm

Saturday 21st March 2020 
Matinée at 2:30pm

Tickets £15  Concs £12
BBOOXX OOFFFFIICCEE
001133887733 8811119966

www.buccleuchcentre.com

What a calamity as LAODS cancel
week-long run

POSTP
ONED

Langholm Day Centre: 
limited access



I'D LIKE to comment on the
likelihood of floods in
Langholm.
Firstly, the possibility of global

warming. This could bring 
higher rainfall and higher sea
levels.
You may not think the latter

to be important at Langholm
but the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency needs to think
much more widely and infinitely
more sensibly.
Poor old Carlisle, regularly

flooded by the Eden, probably
because the tide comes in twice
a day, not allowing the river to
fully discharge before any 
expected heavy rainfall.
Someone proudly proclaimed

that dredging will not have a
significant effect and argued it
would be too expensive to try.
They argue that putting up huge
barriers is best and cheapest.
I asked that dredging be tried

because it is quick and easy to
do and puts value into the econ-
omy and sets all our minds at
rest. Experiment is better than
spending money hastily.
I maintain that two inexpensive

actions could reduce the rapid
rise in water level during most
rain events.
Firstly, remove the flow 

restriction in the Esk just south
of the junction of the Esk with
the Wauchope, which might 
involve deepening the channel
for a section.

Simple
Build a very simple barrier

north of Potholm at the 90m
contour. This would provide a
variable flood plain useful for
experimental work on slowing
down the initial rates of flow.
The results here would show

whether other barriers would
be beneficial such as beavers
on the Wauchope.
In the long term any barrier

could be used to generate elec-
tricity, which could be used to
operate pumps to redirect water
to other holding places during
floods.
This stored water would be

used for electricity generation
later on.
The Black Esk reservoir could

be emptied when flooding was
predicted and refilled as the
flood developed, further slowing
the river flow to allow steady
dissipation lower down the 
river.
After all, the Esk is one of

Scotland's fastest flowing rivers.
Currently, it is not possible to
assess the rise in level all the
way along the Esk during heavy
rainfalls because it is not mon-
itored. Satellites see it all the
time.
In the distant future every

farmstead and housing group
down the Esk could have its
own turbines, wind or water
powered, to generate electricity
for their own use.
These could be used to pump

water into storage tanks for fur-
ther flood relief at critical rain-
fall, the water to be released

when possible to generate more
electricity. Think of the jobs
generated.
Flooding at Langholm will 

always be a remote possibility,
even with the best of barriers.
With more thoughtful and

cheaper prevention ideas and,
with the money saved, every
house at risk could be flood-
proofed so it was not damaged
by such minor flooding.
Think of the jobs generated

and the experience gained in
making flood-proof buildings.
We have the technology.
Building near the river in the

future should also be designed
to be flood proof and, if neces-
sary, higher than the flood plain
level requirement, leaving the
flood plain to be used in an
emergency.

Stilts
I have friends who rebuilt their

flooded property into a purpose-
built house on stilts so they
needed to move only their cars
to a safe level.
On the Thames houses have

been built to float up on the
flood. Ingenuity is needed, along
with simple experiments to solve
problems, not easy solutions
with no thought or experiment.
Currently, there is not enough

information available to fully
model the problem so I have
asked for the rainfall and catch-
ment area of the Wauchope and
the depth and volume flow 
capabilities of the restrictions
to flow on the Esk. This infor-
mation is expected but has not
yet been received.
A Wauchope relief route at

the 80m contour in the park
might be used as a circular
canoe course around the kirk,
if properly designed.
A safe route normally and a

challenge at fast flows.
What we need are the costs

for all the ways of tackling the
problem so all the solutions can
be compared.

Mike Taudevin, Langholm
mike_taudevin@hotmail.com
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Esk from Potholm Bridge

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Looking towards Staplegordon and Potholm

Another view of Potholm
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£3.5m price tag to
buy Langholm Moor

Growing
centre
ESKDALEMUIR: The Samye
Ling Tibetan Centre has been
given unconditional approval
to build a greenhouse for 
agricultural use.
____________________

Extension
approved
LANGHOLM: John Bell of
Thomas Telford Road has 
received conditional approval
to build an extension at the
back of 5 Eskdaill Street, along
with a detached domestic
garage.

___________________

Derelict
house plan
NEWCASTLETON: Plans have
been submitted to reinstate, alter
and extend the derelict building
north west of the Sawmill, The
Greens and build a detached
garage.

Private donations and crowd-funding will be essential to success
AT LEAST £3.5m will have

to be raised in the community
through private donations and
crowd-funding to buy Langholm
Moor from Buccleuch, it has
been revealed.
The Langholm Initiative’s

community buy-out working
group, in a booklet distributed
to homes over the past week,
says it’s bidding to buy a pre-
ferred area of 10,438.90 acres
but the other option is to buy
5,205.74 acres.
Covered in the booklet are the

Tallas Valley Nature Reserve,
hen harrier protection, peatland
restoration, ancient woodland
regeneration, Tarras Water, 
native woodland creation,
Lodgegill Field Centre, Cooms
Farm – conservation grazing,
Broomholmshiels Farm, renew-
able energy, rural regeneration
and tourism, Langholm and The
Land, partnership working and
the big picture.
In the first five years there are

plans to create a new nature 
reserve and seek to be awarded

National Nature Reserve status.
Langholm is a stronghold for

the hen harrier, the most perse-
cuted bird of prey in the UK
and the project will protect and
increase their numbers.
Restoring peatland will help

fight climate change and increase
biodiversity.

Carbon sink
Peatlands are one of the UK’s

most important natural assets.
Healthy peatland acts as a carbon
sink, while damaged peatlands
drained for agriculture and
forestry release carbon dioxide.
Natural woodland regeneration

has already started along the
Tarras Water.
Woodland will be allowed to

recover, creating a more wild
landscape and reducing river-
bank erosion, downstream flood-
ing and providing spawning
grounds for fish.
Community ownership will

allow picnic areas, footpaths,
hides and parking to be 
improved.

There are nearly 500 acres 
between a conifer plantation
and the Site of Special Scientific
Interest which would be planted
with native trees.
The derelict property at

Lodgegill has potential as a field
centre and bunkhouse for research,
volunteering and walking.

The buy-out will include
Cooms Farm and in the first
five years and after clarification
has been received on how agri-
culture has been affected by
Brexit, an agricultural system
maximising conservation ben-
efits will be introduced.
Grazing on the moor could be

managed to best achieve con-
servation goals.

Campsite
Broomholmshiels Farm is ideal

for conversion into offices or
housing and an environmentally
sustainable campsite, creating
job opportunities.
The booklet also covers 

nature-based tourism and the
Wild Eskdale eco-tourism pro-
ject has already shown there is
potential for responsible and
sustainable outdoor tourism.
The cultural importance of the

Common Moss is huge for the
townspeople and its annual
Common Riding. The buy-out
will secure its ownership for
future generations.
There is a separate section on

the website about a renewable
energy project which recom-
mends solar and wind energy.
This would comprise a single

wind turbine on Tarrasfoot Hill
and a solar array at one site in
the Glentarras area.

IN BRIEF

PUBLIC drop-in sessions 
today and tomorrow on the
Langholm Moor community
buy-out have been 
abandoned.
As a result of government

advice, the Langholm Initiative
is, unfortunately, no longer able
to offer the open days in 
Welcome to Langholm as pre-
viously publicised. 
This is regrettable but the

safety of people in the 
surrounding communities
comes first.
However, the Initiative is 

delighted to say that, as a
result of the information which
went out to households last
week, its membership is grow-
ing and, if people still want to
join the Initiative, it would wel-
come that.
They can look at the website

for details if they didn’t, for any
reason, receive a form through
their doors.
People are also being asked

to sign the petition either online
or in various outlets around
the town: Latimers, Cumber-
land Building Society, The 
Paper Shop, E&L Advertiser
office, Buccleuch Centre and 
Canonbie Post Office.

There had been plans to go
door to door to invite people
to sign but this will not happen
now either.
The Initiative has received

lots of indication of support for
the community buy-out 
proposal and continues to work
on its application to the Scottish
Land Fund for money to help
with that.
It’s still looking for letters

from any community groups
in the town which feel able to
write a letter of support for the
proposal and these should be
sent direct to Kevin Cumming
at the Initiative as soon as
possible.

Kevin, who is managing the
buy-out, said: “This has come
at a terrible time for the project
but our biggest concern is the
health of the community.
“The decision to cancel the

open days, although disap-
pointing, was an easy one.
“Hopefully, we have managed

to get information to as many
people as possible.
“If you would like the project

to continue, it is vital to sign
the petition by March 30.”
The website address is

www.langholminitiative.org.uk
and Kevin’s email address is 
kevincumming@langholm
initiative.co.uk

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

The derelict Lodgegill has potential as a field centre and bunkhouse

Moorland petition call

One of the group’s objectives will be to protect the hen harriers
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
1,702 at the weekly sale of store hoggs
and feeding ewes at Longtown on Tues-
day, March 10. 
A smaller show of hoggs again met a

very strong demand from the usual
buyers. Overall average £74.20. Many
more could have been sold to vendors’
advantage.
Top was £110 for Suffolks from Tar-

rasfoot, others to £96 High End, £91
Hallrule Mill, £90 Ryehills; Texels to
£100 Ryehills, £95 Nether Albie; Beltexes
to £95 Hallrule Mill; Charollais to £95
& £92 Moss Side; Cheviot Mules to £91
Priesthaugh; Greyfaces to £95 High End,
£93 & £91 Lilburn Estate; North Cheviots
to £99 Archbank; Hill Cheviots to £97
Milnholm; Romneys to £79 The Heugh;
Blackfaces to £75 Mid Dargavel & Wan-
wood Hill, £72 Bowhill; Swaledales to
£70 Barnshangan, £64 Longlea; Herd-
wicks to £55 Bridgemark; Shetlands to
£55 Cowburn.
Feeding ewes and rams another massive

trade to a top of £125 for Texels from
Whiteknowe, others to £120 Loch Hill;
North Country Cheviots to £115 White-
knowe; Greyfaces to £123 Whiteknowe.

Hill ewes to £85 for Cheviot from Tar-
rasfoot; Blackfaces to £83 Rockhall Cot-
tage, £77 Thomas Telford; Swaledales
to £59 Lilburn Estates; Herdwicks to
£80 Powheads. Cast rams to £135 for a
Suffolk from Whiteknowe, who also sold
Leicesters to £120; Texels to £93
Hopestead.
The mart had a fantastic entry of 1,200

breeding sheep at the sale on the same
day, with a large entry of hill ewes for-
ward.
Lowland ewes sold to one of the dearest

trades seen all season, with Texel shear-
lings selling to £168 and £164. Mule
shearlings to £142 and Texel ewes car-
rying triplets to £130. One of the high-
lights of the sale was the run of Swaledale
3-4 year old ewes from J Casey, Camp-
beltown who sold 152 ewes scanned
twins to the Bluefaced Leicester to an
average of £94.67 and to top £96.
Principal prices: Ewes: Texel £130

Rinnion Hills, £127 & £112 Barsalloch.
Mules £120 Rinnion Hills, £112 Stewards
House. Cheviot £105 & £96 Priesthaugh,
£100 Barsalloch. Suffolk £104 Stewards
House. Swaledale £96, £95, £94 High
Dunashery. Blackfaces £76 Selcoth, £76

& £72 High Dunashery. Shearlings: Texel
£168 & £164 Lochhill. Mules £142 &
£124 High Dunashery. Hoggs: Mules
£126, £112 Cowden Burn. Ewes with
twins: Suffolk £72 Leapsrigg.
The mart had forward 8,224 sheep

comprising 4,932 prime hoggs and 3,292
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday, March 12.
Another improved entry for both quan-

tity and quality saw all classes meet a
brisk trade, with more again required on
a weekly basis to fulfil demand. The
sale topped at £1,079 for an Angus cow
shown by Bridgewater & Wood, Potholm,
Langholm, who also sold others at £915.
British Blue cows to £1,041 and £948
from D & Y Wilson, Plumpe, Gretna.
Wanwood Partners, Wanwood Hill sold
Limousin cows at £945. Top price per
kilo of 131p for British Blues from the
Plumpe, with others to 129p. Angus
cows to 130p and 128p from Potholm
and Limousins at 126p from Wanwood
Hill. Black and White cows sold to 112p
from J Mclean, Kilmaho, Argyll. 
A larger show of 4,932 prime hoggs

was a mixed entry for quality but buyers
seemed very keen for supplies. Trade

was very strong throughout the sale with
an overall average of 241.2p (SQQ
243.3p), a rise of 5p on the week. 
Export hoggs sold between 250p and

260p per kilo. Another massive show of
1,438 heavy hoggs met a great enquiry,
with many pens £140 to £160 per head
and selling to a top of £167 for Texel
hoggs from J Halliday & Son, Linnhead,
Tundergarth. Top price per kilo of 361p
for Beltex hoggs shown by DS & RC
Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Crieff,
whose run of 25 hoggs averaged 43kg,
£150.36 or 342p per kilo.
A tremendous run of 101 Beltex x

hoggs from I & A Hamilton, Claywalls,
Capheaton topped at £156 and 347p per
kilo, going on to average a staggering
£142.74 and 308p per kilo.
Hill hoggs sold to £141 for Cheviots

from G Bell & Co, Bloch, Langholm
with Blackfaces to £126 from Messrs
McArthur, Arnicle, Campbeltown.
Light hoggs met a massive trade with

all classes meeting an exceptional demand,
selling to 276p for 25kg Texel hoggs
from Messrs Richardson, Fold Head,
Borrowdale. 
The annual show and sale of prime

Hill and North Country Cheviot hoggs
was held together with the South Country
Sheep Society and kindly sponsored by
PJ Tractor Parts, Longtown. An out-
standing show for quality was presented
and judging was in the capable hands of
M Lomax, who awarded the Hill Cheviot
championship to A Reid & Co, Glendearg,
Eskdalemuir with a pen scaling 49kg
and realising £129 to the judge. The re-
serve came from the firm of NB
Conaghan, West Scales, Gretna. The
North Country Cheviot championship
was awarded to Messrs MacTaggart, Sta-
tion Yard, Castle Douglas, whose hoggs
weighed 52kg and made £128 to West
Scottish Lamb.
Hill Cheviots. Class 1 up to 39kg: 1

Warwick, Girnwood 37kg £91; 2 Reid,
Glendearg 38kg £90; 3 Bell, Bloch 39kg
£93.50. Class 2 39.1-45kg: 1 & reserve
Conaghan, West Scales 45kg £117; 2
Reid, Glendearg 43kg £107; 3 Bridge-
water & Wood, Potholm 43kg £106.50.
Class 3 45.1kg+: 1 & champion Reid,
Glendearg 49kg £129; 2 Conaghan, West
Scales; 49kg £122.50; 3 Jardine, Yett
47kg £118.
North Country Cheviots. Class 1 up to

39kg: 1 Eastham, Longburgh Fauld 40kg
£102.50. Class 2: 39.1-45kg: 1 Eastham,
Longburgh Fauld 42kg £106.50; Class
3 45.1kg+: 1 & champion MacTaggart,
Station Yard 52kg £128; 2 & reserve
Bell, Kirkton 52kg £120; 3 MacTaggart,
Station Yard 48kg £117.
A larger show of 3,292 cast ewes and

rams was forward and attracted the usual
large gathering of buyers. Trade was
again at extreme rates with an overall
average of £105.48. Many more could
easily have been sold to vendors’ ad-
vantage. Top pure Beltex and Texel ewes
sold at record prices, with several vendors
receiving over £200 and to a top of £214
for Texels from M Watson, Four O Boot,
Harker. Greyface ewes regularly sold
between £120 and £125 and to £128
from T Armstrong & Son, Sceugh Dyke,
Calthwaite. 
Hill ewes met a strong demand, with

the best all making £100 plus and to
£109 for Cheviot ewes from WW Dunlop
& Son, Commonside, Hawick. 
Rams sold to £180 for Suffolks from

CJ Roots, Kilnford Croft, Dumfries.

Around the marts

Beef sector could
be more efficient

More sheep
die from ticks
AN EXCITING partnership
has been launched between
Moredun Research Institute
and the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust (GWCT)
to tackle the problem of loup-
ing ill (LIV).
This is an often-fatal, tickborne

virus, to which sheep and red
grouse are particularly suscep-
tible.
Moredun developed an effec-

tive vaccine in the 1930s which
was a game changer for many
hill sheep farmers and grouse
moor managers. However, this
vaccine was recently withdrawn
from manufacture. 
In recent years, ticks have 

increased and moved into areas
where they have not historically
been a problem.
Subsequently, tickborne dis-

eases have spread with the ticks
and, in the absence of a louping
ill vaccine, serious losses have
been reported in both sheep
and red grouse.
Dr Beth Wells, Moredun, said:

“We’ve had many reports from
our hill farming members that
they have been losing sheep,
mainly ewe hoggs to louping
ill.
“Some have lost up to 25 per

cent of their replacement 
females which is a serious loss.
“We already have successful

partnerships with GWCT and
are delighted they have joined

us in a new project to work 
towards a novel vaccine for
louping ill control.”
Research done at Moredun,

under the Scottish government’s
strategic research programme,
has identified potential candi-
dates for a new-generation loup-
ing ill vaccine.
This needs more research to

ensure these candidates cause
an immune response in sheep
and this response will protect
the animals against louping ill. 
Dr Adam Smith of GWCT

said: “This important work will
be vital in the fight against LIV
and we’re pleased to have
helped to raise funds for the
Moredun’s work as a separate
initiative to our core fundraising
activity.”
Ian Duncan Miller, Moredun’s

Chair added: “This research 
illustrates the benefits of work-
ing in partnership and we are
very pleased to be working
alongside GWCT with this pro-
ject, which is of extreme 
importance to both of our 
industries.
“This project takes Moredun

back to its roots in tackling a
really serious disease in the
hills and uplands.”
The project is due to start this

year. If successful, the potential
vaccine will be pushed towards
commercialisation as soon as
possible.

THERE is ‘considerable 
opportunity’ to improve the
efficiency of the beef sector
in Scotland, according to new
research published by 
Scotland’s Rural College.
Future policy should also con-

sider positioning Scotch Beef
as a high-quality, slow-finishing,
grass-reared product to differ-
entiate it from more intensive
beef production in competitor
nations.
The briefing note focused on

cattle finishing times in the beef
sector, using data from all ani-
mals born in Scotland in 2013
and destined for slaughter in
the country.
The researchers found the sec-

tor was dominated by a small
number of large businesses,
with 20 per cent of the largest
organisations accounting for 80
per cent of the prime stock.
They found a wide variation

in the finishing ages, depending
on the breed as well as the rear-
ing and finishing systems they
went through, offering ‘consid-
erable opportunity to improve
efficiency in the sector’.
The report said short-term tar-

geted policy actions related to
issues such as finishing weights
and the length of time to finish

cattle could have an impact on
most prime stock by focusing
on the largest businesses.
Policy looking at longer-term

changes outwith a single 
production cycle such as genetic
improvements and improve-
ments to breeding stock needed
to consider a much wider pool
of producers.
The researchers used the

British Cattle Movement 
Service’s cattle tracing system,
accessed through the Animal
and Plant Health Agency in col-
laboration with EPIC, to extract

data for all animals born in
Scotland in 2013 and destined
for slaughter in the country.
There were 10,792 producers

in the supply chain for beef and
dairy calves born in 2013 which
were destined for slaughter.
Of these, 450 producers had

only a single calf registration,
while a handful of businesses
at the opposite end of the scale
registered more than 1,000
calves. 
Of the 558,077 calves regis-

tered in Scotland in 2013, 72
per cent were attributed to the

beef herd.
Nearly 350,000 prime (dairy

and suckler) cattle were slaugh-
tered within 36 months of reg-
istration, with 27 per cent
slaughtered in 2014, 65 per cent
in 2015 and eight per cent in
2016.
Of the suckler calves registered

in 2013, 71 per cent were
slaughtered, mostly in Scotland,
by 36 months of age compared
with 44 per cent of dairy calves.
Out of 2,052 ‘finishers’, 203

accounted for more than
148,000 prime animals born in
2013, while 40 per cent 
accounted for 19,300 head. 
Steven Thomson, senior agri-

cultural economist at SRUC,
said: “As the beef finishing sec-
tor, and rearing sector to a lesser
extent, is heavily concentrated
on relatively-few, large-scale
businesses, some policy out-
comes can likely be achieved
more quickly by focusing 
attention on the largest busi-
nesses.
“Notwithstanding the need to

match finished cattle supply to
the daily and weekly abattoir
throughput demands, there is
likely scope to drive some per-
formance efficiency as our on-
going analysis is revealing.”

Researchers found the sector was dominated by a few large businesses
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Report raptor killings CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEE  SSUUCCCCEESSSS!!
If you, a family member
or a friend, have achieved
something that they
should be proud of, in the
field of education, sports,
charity work, anything
really, send us a
photograph and we will
happily publish it in the 
E & L.

Please send your photo to us either
by email or by dropping a copy 

into the office on 
Langholm High Street.

Our email address is 
eskdaleliddesdale@gmail.com

born in 1848 and still going strong!

Making
buttons
MARGARET Caldock kindly
stepped in to be demonstrator
at the last minute for the March
meeting of Westerkirk WRI.
Margaret enjoys her many

crafts and passing on her knowl-
edge. The members enjoyed
making Dorset buttons, a very
old craft done by women and
children before buttons were
mass-produced.
Competition winners. Border

tart: 1 Isla Jackson. Knitted
baby jacket: 1 Isla Jackson, 2
April Davey, 3 Katrina Kenny.

____________________

Ladies
cancel
AGM
LANGHOLM Ladies Burns Club
has cancelled its AGM which
was due to be held on Thursday,
March 26.
The usual venue at the Day

Centre is now unavailable for
evening groups.
Members will be contacted

about the meal arranged for May
7 in the Buccleuch Centre nearer
the time.

WORK is progressing to install electric
charging points for vehicles on the
Kilngreen in Langholm.
A sub-station needs to be put in place

before the points are put in.
This has been through Dumfries and

Galloway Council’s communities com-
mittee which has made the decision to
go ahead.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh said he

believed the council was now awaiting
a time from ScottishPower Networks
which would probably put the sub-
station in place.
As soon as that was done, the charging

points would be installed.
The communities committee were 

updated about progress on the region’s
electric vehicle charging infrastructure
at their meeting last Tuesday. 
They were told that 12 charging bays

in Dumfries and eight in Stranraer would
be live before the end of the month.
As well as this, work between the 

region’s two largest towns was underway,
with Market Hill in Castle Douglas ear-
marked as a site for eight charging bays.
Work was due to begin imminently.
These additions would bring the total

number of charging points up to more
than 50 in Dumfries and Galloway, with
52 points available once the works at
Dumfries, Castle Douglas and Stranraer
had been completed.
As well as increasing charging ports

for the public, the council itself was
making steady progress in its objective
to decarbonise its fleet by 2025.
Five electric vehicles would be bought

and another plan to increase the number
of electric vehicles over the next five
years was well underway.
Councillor Andy Ferguson, who chairs

the communities committee, said: “I
welcome this report and, in particular,
the figures on increasing electric charging
points in the region.
“There’s no doubt we’ll see economic

boosts with these charging points as
people pull off the A75 to charge up.
“They’ll take a wander into our towns

while their vehicles charge for the next
leg of their journey.”
The report detailed the council’s 

intention to buy two new buses. They
link into public transport provision,
which is of vital importance to a rural
area like Dumfries and Galloway.

Police are appealing for the public to report bird of prey deaths

The Kilngreen car park in Langholm, proposed site of the electric charging ports

IN BRIEFElectric vehicle ports
coming to Langholm

POLICE Scotland have appealed to
the public for help in preventing the
illegal killing of birds of prey in south-
west Scotland.
They made the call after two years of

increased raptor persecution, with the
number of birds killed higher than ever.
After monitoring and testing of red

kites and buzzards in the past few years,
it has been found that the use of banned
pesticides is responsible in some cases
and individuals are deliberately killing
birds for reasons known only to them.
Detective inspector Dean Little of

Dumfries CID, who has been overseeing
the recent investigations into raptor
deaths in Dumfries and Galloway, said:
“Anyone finding a dead bird of prey is
encouraged to report the finding to 
police.
“We would advise the public not to

touch or move the bird. This will allow
the police or partner agencies to safely
and forensically recover it to avoid any
contamination.”
PC John Cowan, wildlife crime officer,

said: “My one plea to the public is to
be vigilant and continue to report any
incidents of rural and wildlife crime.
“This is particularly in the case of

any suspicious activity in our rural 
areas.
“People can ring 101 at the time or, if

it is an emergency, the 999 number
should be used.”

Council is waiting for a sub-station to be built on the Kilngreen
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NEWCASTLETON SWI welcomed
David Hammond of Kershopefoot
to their February meeting.
David spoke to members about the

Borders Railway, past, present and
its possible future.
He told them about the old Border

County line, which ran a fast train

from Carlisle to Edinburgh with stops
at Longtown, Riddings Junction, New-
castleton, Stobs, Hawick, Newtown
St Boswells, Galashiels, Foutainhall,
Eskbank and Edinburgh.
The route was diverted onto various

branch lines along the way.
It was an important line through

the south of Scotland and helped
the economy of the area. It was then
all closed in 1969.
David said that in 1999 the 

Campaign for Borders Rail was born.
This was an umbrella organisation
for everyone who wanted to join in
the regeneration of the 

Borders.
The campaign is made up of people

who are experts in their fields and
are putting forward their case pro-
fessionally to the Scottish govern-
ment.
He told them the first part of the

line from Edinburgh to Tweedbank
had been successful, despite some
problems.
As for the future, a good case could

be made to extend the line to Hawick
but will it ever go all the way to
Carlisle? 
David was thanked by Heather

Clow and he then judged the com-
petitions.
Three pieces of tray bake: 1 Mary

Johnson. Holiday souvenir: 1 Jean
Elliot, 2 Margaret Cass, 3 Margery
Proudfoot.
Many thanks were passed on to all

those who supported the rural at
their coffee morning earlier this month.
A donation will be given to the 

Copshaw Gardeners towards buying
plants to plant around the war memo-
rial in the square.
At the April meeting Patricia Green

will demonstrate some of her crafts.
The competitions are spring flower

arrangement and a piece of flower
jewellery.
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Border Railway’s past, present and future

X95 bus
services
SOME services on the X95
bus through Eskdale may be
cut as a result of a consultation
with service users by Scottish
Borders Council.
The council part-subsidises
the Borders Buses’ route and
is considering withdrawing that
subsidy.
The cuts would affect Monday
to Friday evenings and 
Sundays.
Journeys on Monday to Friday
at 6.05pm and Fridays only at
9.05pm from Hawick to Carlisle
will be withdrawn after opera-
tion on May 15.
Journeys on Monday to Friday
at 8.25pm and on Fridays only
at 10.55pm from Carlisle will be
withdrawn after the same date.
Sunday frequency will reduce
from four journeys to three
from the same date.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh,
Annandale East and Eskdale,
alerted by the E&L Advertiser,
said he had got in touch with
Swestrans, the public transport
body for south-west Scotland.
He said Scottish Borders
Council had previously mooted
something about it but nothing
concrete had come through
about a consultation. Swestrans
was concerned about this.
Dumfries and Galloway
Council contributed to the cost
of the service and needed to
understand what was going on.
He added: “I’m not on the
Swestrans committee but I’m
concerned this is going on with-
out any proper consultation. I
hope to get a proper answer.”
The E&L Advertiser contacted
Borders Buses the company
said it did not want to comment
until the council’s consultation
was concluded.
It contacted Dumfries and
Galloway Council but no one
was available for comment.
Scottish Borders Council said:
“We engaged with Dumfries
and Galloway and Swestrans
last year and again this month
about our proposals to reduce
the subsidy on the X95’s
evening and Sunday services.”

_____________________

Road user
campaign
POLICE Scotland is running a
week of action focusing on 
vulnerable road users.
There is increased police 
activity on Dumfries and  
Galloway’s roads during the
campaign and officers are car-
rying out enforcement and 
engagement activities with an
increased focus on cyclists,
pedestrians, learner, inexperi-
enced and older drivers.
Sergeant Edgar of the road
policing unit said: "I ask that
drivers be mindful of more
people on the roads as the
lighter nights start to come in.”

THE vision and ambition for
the new South of Scotland 
Enterprise agency has been
delivered as the team prepare
to go live on April 1.
Its predecessor, the South of
Scotland Economic Partnership
held its final meeting in Gretna
Green.
Its chairman, Professor Russel
Griggs, will take on the same
role at SOSE and he is joined
by Nick Halfhide, interim chief
executive, who was previously
director of sustainable growth
at Scottish Natural Heritage.
The new agency presents an
exciting possibility to establish
southern Scotland as a centre
of opportunity, innovation and
growth.   
It will build on the work of
the partnership which was set
up as an interim arrangement
while SOSE was being estab-
lished.
The Scottish government sup-
ported the partnership and the
work to deliver the agency with
£13.3m last financial year.
Work is well underway 
to establish the new non-
departmental public body, with
a new senior leadership team
of four new directors now 
appointed.
They are Bryan McGrath, di-
rector of operations, who was

formerly chief officer of eco-
nomic development at Scottish
Borders Council.
Karen Jackson is director of
strategy, partnership and 
engagement. She previously
worked for the Scottish gov-
ernment.
Anthony Daye, director of 
finance, joins from Skills 
Development Scotland.
John Evans is director of 
enabling services. He came from
Visualise where he was chief
executive officer.
New members of staff have
been recruited for a range of
roles and a further phase of 
recruitment is underway.
Professor Griggs said: “We
are committed to continuing our
engagement which we have 
already undertaken through the
partnership, strengthening the
existing relationships in southern
Scotland and beyond as we
make real our vision to establish
the area as a centre of opportu-
nity, innovation and growth. 
“As part of that, there are
many strands of work underway.
We have appointed a highly-
experienced leadership team and
other staff to support our core
values which are to be bold and
inspiring for the area.
“This is an exciting time and
we look forward to further 

announcements over the coming
weeks.”
SOSE has confirmed it will
not have one HQ but is com-
mitted to be ‘everywhere for
everyone’, ensuring their staff
are accessible from offices
around the area.
Initially, those hub offices will
be in Selkirk, Hawick, Dumfries
and Stranraer with additional
spokes spread widely.
Both Professor Griggs and Mr

Halfhide revealed that well over
100 visits took place over the
last two years with businesses,
organisations and partners to
gain a good understanding of
the needs of communities to
build into SOSE’s operational
plans.
Mr Halfhide added: “We’re
committed to enhancing the col-
laboration which continues to
be successful under the part-
nership.

“We will maintain its momen-
tum and support diverse thinking
from diverse communities and
businesses.
“After engagement and con-
sultation, we have made some
key decisions on our vision and
objectives which is to work with
people and communities to grow
the economy.
“SOSE will provide invest-
ment, expertise and mentoring
and inspire the region to think
bigger and unlock significant
opportunities for all. 
“We’ll need time to evolve
and grow the same as any other
new organisation but we’re mak-
ing great progress and will be
in a great place to continue our
consultation with communities
officially as SOSE from April
1. 
“We look forward to involving
everyone in shaping our opera-
tional plan to allow us to help
anyone and any organisation
who can support the economy
of the south, no matter how big
or small they are or how they
are constituted.”
SOSE is encouraging people to
follow the recruitment drive,
with live vacancies being 
advertised regularly for a range
of key roles, on the SOSEP
website.

Riccarton Junction in its heyday

Nick Halfhide, left, and Russel Griggs share their vision for the South of
Scotland Agency which launches on April 1

Vision for the south
New enterprise agency will promote innovation and opportunity



THE importance of using
more community payback 
orders to reduce short-term
prison sentences has intensi-
fied the focus on Dumfries
and Galloway Council’s jus-
tice social work services.
A Care Inspectorate team 

inspected the service during
November and December and
has now published its report.
The report says leaders are

effectively delivering a signif-
icant programme of transfor-
mational change, making con-
certed efforts to modernise the
service, strengthen the work-
force and improve performance. 
Sustained investment in 

infrastructure and the service
delivery model means that all
elements of the service are
available, irrespective of where
people live in a large rural 
region.
Positive outcomes are being

achieved for people, particularly
in relation to building confi-
dence, community inclusion
and understanding offending
behaviour. 
Performance in key areas of

practice isn’t yet as good as it
could be but a restructured ser-
vice and updated delivery model
provide a solid foundation from

which to deliver improvement. 
The inspectorate outlines

some areas which need to be
improved.
The services should reinforce

the importance of the national
outcomes and standards, which
are based on best practice, and
create a mechanism which sup-
ports adhering to them. 
It also needs to introduce and

embed a robust performance
management and reporting
framework capable of tracking
performance against local and
national targets. 

Progress
Councillor Stephen 

Thompson, social work service
committee chairman, said: “I’m
really encouraged by the Care
Inspectorate’s report.
“It represents considerable

progress and is testament to all
the staff working to support
our services.
“I’d like to thank the staff

for their efforts and acknowl-
edge we can continue to 
improve with the benefit of the
inspectorate’s feedback.”
David McKie, vice-chairman,

said: “I’m delighted with the
iInspectorate’s report, which
evidences the fine work which
is being done in our social

work services.
“Our staff should be very

pleased with the positive feed-
back from service users and
be proud of themselves.
“We are, of course, aware

that there is always room for

improvement and we must con-
stantly strive to be the best we
can be.”
Lillian Cringles, chief social

work officer, said: “The report
clearly shows the progress  made.
“I’m proud of our staff and

they should be proud of them-
selves. This is clear evidence
of our desire to achieve sus-
tainable improvement.” 
A spokesman for the service

said: "The report is a fair and
accurate reflection of where
we are currently in our trans-
formation programme. 
"There is a focus on the ser-

vice as we move towards 
increased use of community
sentences to reduce the use of
short-term prison sentences.
“It's important that those sen-

tencing and communities have
confidence in how community
payback orders are implemented
and managed and they deliver
positive outcomes.
“The inspectorate is confident

that people experience positive
and empowering relationships
and achieve positive outcomes. 

Capacity
"We acknowledge the need

for our continued improvement
and the inspectorate's view that
we have the commitment and
capacity to deliver the improve-
ments identified. 
"We'd like to thank everyone

who volunteered to meet the
inspectors and discuss their
views.”

Justice service can deliver

Lilian Cringles, chief social worker, Dumfries and Galloway

Inspectorate’s report is an accurate reflection of team’s progress

Suspension
bridge
THE extensive refurbishment
of Langholm suspension bridge
is scheduled to be carried out
during the summer, from May
to August.
Preparatory design work, in

conjunction with the consultant,
is progressing.
This project will also include

the reinstatement of missing
lighting on the footbridge. The
structure is subject to ongoing
inspection and monitoring.
There was also an update on

the Holmwood drainage
scheme.
In May 2019 the then 

economy, environment and 
infrastructure committee agreed
that additional ground investi-
gations and surveys be carried
out to enable a detailed design
and more accurate costings to
be prepared.
This work is almost complete

and will be reported to the next
communities committee for fur-
ther consideration on whether
to proceed with the scheme.
Dumfries and Galloway

Council is preparing a bid for
funding from the Strategic 
Timber Transport Fund.
The communities committee

was told the £7m in match-
funding was available for timber
projects in Scotland.
The bid for funds would be

reported to a future meeting of
the committee.
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Special Occasion?.........tell the world!

Let us know if you have 
something to celebrate.....

Births
Birthdays

Engagements
Graduations

Anniversaries
Passing your Driving Test

..........anything really! 

Send details to:
eskdaleliddesdale@gmail.com

drop in to the office 
or call us on 013873 80012

Happy
40th!
George

with love from

A, J, K & P

Happy Ruby Anniversary

Congratulations to

JEAN & JOE

JAMIESON
married in

Eskdalemuir Church

14th September 1979

love from all the family

Congratulations
ANDREW
BROWN

on passing your
driving test

at last!!
love from

Mum & Dad

L

Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of

CARLA JONES & JOHN DEANS
on 1st August 2019

here’s wishing you both all the
love and luck in the world!

JENKINS
Kaye and Stephen are proud to announce

the arrival of their first child

OWEN JAMES
Born on 1st August 2019

first grandchild for Jean & Steve and Carol
and Tony. Special thanks to all concerned.

It’s a

BOY!



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser10 Thursday March 19, 2020

Click here to see your
doctor or nurse online

Welcome
for Budget
THE freeze on fuel duty in the
Chancellor’s Budget last week
has been welcomed by 
Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell.
Mr Mundell said it was an
excellent budget which would
be good for the country at this
challenging time.
He said: "One important 
measure for my large rural con-
stituency is extending the freeze
on fuel duty for a 10th year.
“That will be welcomed by
almost everybody and have a
positive impact on businesses,
including shops.
"I fully support the £30 billion
support package to steer the
country through the challenges
of the current coronavirus 
outbreak.
"Some measures being taken
will be UK-wide but I urge the
Scottish government to use the
extra funds it receives wisely
to fully support businesses and
jobs during this difficult 
period.
"I've highlighted the difficulties
the whisky industry faces and
the freeze in spirit duty will be
widely welcomed in my 
constituency.
"The Scottish government will
receive £640m extra through
the Barnett Formula.
“I call on SNP ministers at
Holyrood to match the UK 
government's ambition on roads
and rail investment, particularly
here with urgent improvements
to the A7, for which it is 
responsible."
John Lamont, Berwickshire,
Roxburgh and Selkirk MP, said:
“The Chancellor has unveiled
a wide-ranging package of 
support for Scotland.
“With the Scottish government
receiving its biggest increase
in funding for a decade, there
are now no excuses for the SNP
to not fully fund our NHS.
“Drivers in rural areas like
the Borders will be supported
with another fuel duty freeze.
“The average driver here is
more than £1,200 better off than
under plans from 10 years ago.
“This budget shows a 
commitment to our whole UK
and all the nations and regions.
It’s clear Scotland thrives and 
benefits from being part of our
precious union.”

Hello and
goodbye
NEWCASTLETON community
council has welcomed two new
members.
They are Marcus Day and
Keith Brough. Keith was for-
merly the Special Constable in
the village.
The council has said goodbye
and thanked Joan Robson for 35
years of sterling service. Her
contribution has been immense.

A SYSTEM allowing people
to attend NHS appointments
without leaving their home is
being scaled up in response to
the coronavirus COVID-19.
NHS Near Me offers patients
the opportunity to use a laptop,
tablet and even a mobile phone
to speak to a clinician, cutting
down on unnecessary travel, 
expense and inconvenience.
Recognising its value amid
the likelihood of a national
spread of coronavirus, Dr 
Kenneth Donaldson, medical
director at NHS Dumfries &
Galloway. said: “NHS Near Me
is a fantastic system and it makes
perfect sense to accelerate its
roll-out in response to COVID-
19.
“It’s a secure and reliable sys-
tem which uses web-based tech-
nology to provide an easy, con-
venient and safe alternative to
in-patient appointments.
“At a scheduled time someone
can log in from a location of
their choosing and speak face
to face with a clinician.
“We’ve been using NHS Near
Me in specific areas for a little
while now and it has proven
extremely robust and useful.
“It helps to remove the need
for unnecessary travel, assisting

patients to manage long-term
conditions and is being used to
address loneliness and social
isolation.
“NHS Near Me is not appro-
priate for all appointments or
every person but, instead, joins
a mixture of approaches, 
including in-person appoint-
ments and phone appointments.
“At a time when we’re working
to prevent the spread of coron-
avirus, we believe it will serve
a very important role.”
The new system has been 
delivered through Dumfries and
Galloway Health and Social
Care Partnership’s sustainability
and modernisation programme.
To use the system, a patient
simply clicks on a link, with
which they have been provided,
accessing a virtual waiting room.
At the scheduled time they
will find themselves face to face
with their clinician.
As part of the long-term roll-
out, hubs are being established
in communities so patients, who
may not have access to a device
or may need support, can still
take advantage of the service.
Among those to have used the
service is David Hirst of 
Wigtownshire.
He said: “I’m a renal patient

who has had a transplant and
NHS Near Me is brilliant.
“I live 54 miles away from
Stranraer as a round trip so, to
come in and see a consultant,
takes me most of the day.
“The consultant comes from
Dumfries so that’s two hours
there and two hours back.
“They see about three patients
an hour so that’s 12 appoint-
ments they’re losing every day.
“I can sit in my lounge, have
a 15 or 20-minute appointment
with my consultant and get 
everything done I need to do
without the expense of it or
time.
“The system itself is as easy
as using Skype, it’s confidential
and I can’t see any drawbacks
to it at all.”
Kim Crosbie uses NHS Near
Me for treatment for cancer.
She said: “When I was first
asked whether I wanted to have
this video conference link, it
was a bit strange.
“But I was used to doing Skype
and Facetime with family from
all over the country so I just
looked at it as being the same.”
For more information about
NHS Near Me go to 
www.attendanywhere.org.uk

Home appointments programme is rolled out around the region

Fairtrade’s fair prices at Co-op
NHS Near Me is being rolled out in response to the coronavirus outbreak

THE Langholm Co-op displayed
an array of Fairtrade goods from
sugar to flowers in support of
Fairtrade fortnight and the farmers
and producers the Fairtrade 
certification benefits.
The display showed how, as a

community, buying habits and choices
can aid those elsewhere in the world.
Initially, the Co-op had planned a

product sampling event but, with
cases of coronavirus now in Scotland,
this was sidelined to favour safe 
hygiene practices.
The Co-op is committed to improv-

ing the well-being of those in the
community and this is reflected in
the organisation's championing of
Fairtrade.
Proceeds from Fairtrade roses have

helped fund medical centres in Kenya
and Belize.
Sugarcane producers have been

trained, with the help of Fairtrade,
to improve their social, economic
and environmental conditions.
Supporting Fairtrade as a consumer

is as simple as placing one of the
many Fairtrade products in your
shopping basket.
The most recognisable are Fairtrade

coffee beans, bananas and choco-

late, yet wines and cotton-related
products can also be found bearing
the Fairtrade label.
Buying such products helps farmers

and producers and their families in
developing nations by giving them a
sustained price for their produce.
Fairtrade also helps the wider com-

munity by setting an example of how
consumers, sellers and producers
can benefit through co-operation.

Gary Collins, manager of Langholm Co-op promotes the Fairtrade goods which are available in the store



LATIMERS OF LANGHOLM
BUYING a wedding gift for
the happy couple on their big
day can be a bit of a headache,
particularly when the bride
and bridegroom may already
have their own home or homes.
Take the load off your family
and friends by drawing up a wed-
ding list at Latimers of Langholm,
a store renowned for miles around
for its wide range of home fixtures
and fittings, furnishings and out-
door equipment.
In store you’ll find not only
everything you need for your
new marital home but you’ll also
be guaranteed being guided
around the departments by
friendly, knowledgeable and
helpful staff.
Whether it’s for the kitchen,
dining room, lounge, bedroom
or the garden and shed outside,
Latimer’s excellent range of goods
is second to none in this area.
They have a very good selection
of styles – modern and traditional
– and boast high-quality products
which will see families through
many years of marriage – and
all at very competitive prices.

LIDDESDALE COUNTRY
CATERING
LIDDESDALE Country
Catering is based on a hill
farm between Langholm and
Newcastleton and Sarah and
the team provide delicious and
exciting menus for any
occasion.
They specialise in outdoor
catering and Sarah is passionate
about preparing and cooking
food which has been produced
locally from independent grow-
ers and suppliers. The ethos of
the business is to support local
farmers wherever possible.
From dinner parties to marquee
weddings and from canape
parties to corporate functions
Sarah and her team work to ex-
ceed expectations and provide
a personal and bespoke service
which works within your bud-
get.
Every event is treated as a
‘one-off’ and tailored to your
exact needs to make it as per-
sonal as you need it to be.
To ensure a complete ‘wrap-
around’ service Sarah can
provide catering solutions all

year round from staff, party
planning, set-up and equipment
hire to co-ordination.
The Liddesdale Country Cater-
ing team are well experienced
in events of all sizes and always
aim to deliver beyond
expectations.
They also have a great part-
nership with The Walled Garden
at Arkleton, a beautiful and
bespoke space, where, in
partnership, they can provide
the whole wedding or event
venue and service.
So, if you’re looking for some-
thing completely original, please
get in touch to discuss your
individual event.

Ring 013873 76272; or
07773 849894, 

sarahcparsons@hotmail.com
or via Sarah’s   

Liddesdale Country Catering
Facebook page (Messenger).
___________________
COCHRANES NURSERIES

COCHRANES Nurseries at
Longtown is a small family
business with years of experi-
ence to help you choose your
flowers for that special day.
Only the best fresh flowers,
professionally prepared, are used
and silk flowers are available, if
desired.
We supply fresh flowers for all
occasions, including weddings,
funerals, christenings, corporate
events, contract flowers and more.
Cochranes Nurseries has a long-
established reputation for high
quality wedding flowers. We offer
a wide range of items to suit
your wedding flower require-
ments, offering bouquets, but-
tonholes and cake/table flowers.
In the shop we have a selection
of design books and magazines

for you to browse to give some
idea of what is available.
Although we are always happy
to offer advice, it is preferable
that you ring 01228 791220 be-
fore you visit us.
Many of the dates in our diary
get fully booked quickly so early
booking is advisable. A small de-

posit will secure the date with us.
We are more than happy to
replicate a design you see in a
magazine and work within your
budget, where possible.
The plant nursery offers a wide
range of plants for your garden.
Throughout the year they stock
shrubs, perennials and bedding

plants when in season. 
The shop has a wide selection
of fresh fruit and vegetables,
locally sourced where possible.
In season their home-grown toma-
toes and strawberries are very
popular. Fresh flowers are also
available for yourself or as a gift.
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Wedding Special

Cochranes Nurseries has a long established reputation for
high quality wedding flowers. We offer a wide range of items
to suit your wedding flower requirements offering bouquets,

buttonholes and cake/table flowers.
Call 01228 791220 to discuss your requirements

WWeeddddiinngg FFlloowweerrss

Sarah Laing
Liddesdale 

Country Catering
Bespoke outside catering and 

party planning for 
any size or occasion

Weddings a speciality; delivered to you or fully staffed service
sarahcparsons@hotmail.com ● 013873 76272 or 07773 849894

Weddings all wrapped up 
at LLaattiimmeerrss ooff LLaanngghhoollmm

● Wedding list service available
● Gift vouchers
● Wrapping service

5511 HHiigghh SSttrreeeett •• LLaanngghhoollmm •• DDGG1133 00JJHH •• 001133887733 8800226655 •• wwwwww..llaa��mmeerrssooflflaanngghhoollmm..ccoo..uukk

THERE is something magical about whiling away hours
gathering wonderful ideas and inspiration for your
wedding day. Our feature is a source of ideas for the
planning brides.
When it comes to wedding planning, there is simply no
right or wrong way to do this. After all, it is your big day.
However, there are simple and effective ways to create
that fairytale wedding and reduce those stress levels,
helping you feel more like an organised bride.
Organising your big day is incredibly exciting but it may
seem a little overwhelming, too.
As you pop the champagne, family and friends will soon
start demanding details. “Where’s the venue?”, “When’s
the date?”, “How will you arrive at the church?”.
Your mind becomes jam-packed with thoughts of dress
ideas and colour schemes. Don’t worry, we’ve got you
covered with our feature.
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So many ways to make it an extra-special day
CASTLETOWN
WOODLAND WEDDINGS

NESTLING in the midst of a pri-
vate estate, surrounded by nature,
the Castletown Woodland Wedding
& Events venue is definitely not
your traditional wedding location.
It’s unique in the county, a place
where couples can design and create
their dream ceremony, wedding break-
fast and evening celebration in a
magical and beautiful setting.
Hidden in the secluded woodland
area is a historic dovecote, licensed
for official wedding ceremonies as
well as blessings or humanist cere-
monies.
It’s been completely restored but
in a way which still shows its rustic
and original features.
After the ceremony, it’s time for
the celebrations and a fully-catered
event in the stunning tipis.
They’ll be hung with flowers,
wound with ivy and strung with fes-
toon lights.
Beautiful wooden carvings have
been created to add to this very
natural backdrop which brides and
grooms can decorate as much or as
little as they like.
There is a fully-licensed bar, made
from reclaimed wood, which will be
stocked with a selection of local pro-
duce as well as a choice of the cou-
ple’s favourite brands. There’s even

a dance floor where friends and
family can party into the night.
And the Castletown Woodland is a
place which is equally beautiful at
night. As darkness falls, the venue
comes alive with twinkling fairy
lights, uplighted trees, and the crack-
ling of fire pits, perfect for roasting
marshmallows and warming your
toes.
The freshly-prepared food comes
from renowned local firm Kirkup
caterers from nearby Longtown and
there’s a choice of menus to suit in-
dividual tastes and budgets.
The venue can accommodate up to
140 guests and, thanks to the fact it
is just 10 minutes from Carlisle, there
is plenty of accommodation on its
doorstep for the wedding guests.
The Castletown events team can
recommend a host of local suppliers,
not least Naomi House Photography
who has helped them create the most
romantic setting for the all-important
photography which will stand out
from the crowd.

____________________

Nestling in the midst of a private estate,
surrounded by nature, the Castletown
Woodland Wedding & Events venue is

definitely not your traditional wedding location.

It’s unique in the county, a place where couples
can design and create their dream ceremony,
wedding breakfast and evening celebration in a
magical and beautiful setting.

Hidden in the secluded woodland area is an
historic dovecote, licensed for official wedding
ceremonies as well as blessings or humanist
ceremonies. It’s been completely restored but in a
way which still shows its rustic and original
features.

● Natural beauty, yet just minutes from the city
● A relaxed and informal atmosphere
● A venue that is truly unique

Castletown Woodland Weddings & Events
Castletown Estate, Rockcliffe, Carlisle CA6 4BN 

t. 01228 674792 | www.castletownwoodlandweddings.com

127-129 High Street � Annan � DG12 6EB
Tel: 01461 759271 � Mob: 07885 444545

jcflowersbyjoan@gmail.com � www.flowersbyjoan.co.uk

JC Florist Ltd
Wedding flowers designed
with your big day in mind

Flowers by Joan

Come along and have an informal 
chat in the shop or simply give 

Joan a call to discuss your ideas.

umfries Limo Company  D 

Hummer, Limousine & Wedding Car Hire 
Covering All Areas For Any Occasion 

01387 721200  
07969 570117 

WWW.DUMFRIESLIMO.COM 

Castletown Woodland Weddings help make your big day a little different

www.eskdalehotel .co.uk

TEL: 013873 80357 
EMAIL: enquir ies@eskdalehotel .co.uk

Weddings, Celebrations & Events

Only 15min drive from with world Famous old Black Smiths or  
5 mins from Gilknockie Tower where you can enjoy a very  

special and unique venue for your marriage ceremony. 

Call in a see us or email us for details on our  
tailored menus to suit every taste and budget.

Our elegant Dining Room can accommodate from  
10 to 80 guests whilst our function suite can  

accommodate 100 guests for your very special occasion.

ESKDALE HOTEL, LANGHOLM

FRIENDLY, welcoming and 
modestly priced, the Eskdale Hotel
sits in the heart of the bonnie
town of Langholm on the historic
A7 route from Carlisle to 
Edinburgh, just north of Gretna
Green.
Langholm offers a wealth of 
accessible activities to guests of all
ages and temperaments. 

We have a long history of weddings
here at the Eskdale, with most fam-
ilies in the town having some 
relations who have enjoyed their
special day in the hotel.
With lots of versatile space, we
can easily accommodate the very
intimate ceremony and receptions
to the larger events.
With very flexible and tailored
menus and drinks packages, we can
guarantee best value for money with
the guarantee of excellent service
and food which all our team take
great pride in delivering, making
sure your special day is enjoyable
for all and especially you.

JC FLORIST LTD

JOAN started her florist and gift
business in Annan in February
2018 and has since expanded the
business twice.
The first was to get the webshop
up and running alongside her website,
ensuring customers can order anytime
for same day delivery before 3pm.
A range of bespoke flower bouquets
are available and customers can con-
tact Joan if they wish to send flowers
anywhere in the UK, using indepen-
dent florists, including some in the
Highlands and Islands.
Some customers prefer her to send
her own flowers from the shop. This
is arranged through her courier service
and she tracks this product every
step of the way to ensure both cus-
tomers and the recipients are satisfied
with their gifts.
The florist side of the business has
increased over this time which 
enabled Joan to expand again.
She needed more room so took the
upstairs of the florist shop for the
gift side of the business.
She incorporated a self-service
coffee lounge where people can
browse the gifts, have a sit-down
and enjoy the peace and quiet with a
drink and cake.
Joan has seen 
an increase in the flower business
which includes

more weddings and events.
The services she offers are home
visits for wedding and event planning
because sometimes it’s hard to get
into the shop during opening hours
if clients are working.
She offers an out-of-hours service
at the shop and home visits for people
who may not wish to come to the
shop for, perhaps, funeral flowers.
The latest edition is the flower cart
which can be delivered to and from
your wedding or event. This comes
with milk churns all matching your
colour scheme. Joan also has whisky
barrels for rent.
She said she had a very successful
wedding fayre at Kirkpatrick Fleming
earlier this month and was still book-
ing weddings for this year and next.
Joan has taken on Anne Kelly, a
qualified florist, who previously
worked at Flowerstalk in Annan be-
fore it closed.
Joan said: “I have taken her on as
a part-time employee because I’m
so busy. Anne is a great asset to the
company and we get on well.
“We pride ourselves on good cus-
tomer service and quality flowers
and customers say they still have
their flowers more than three weeks
later.
We deliver in Dumfries and 
Galloway in our own kitted-out flower
van.

CHLOE AT LA BELLE

CHLOE at La Belle is more than
a beauty salon. The team specialise
in advanced skin analysis and holis-
tic treatments.
Owner Chloe Kippen has been in
business in Langholm for 13 and a
half years and moved into new
premises in the High Street in 2018.
This has been a fantastic move and
has helped Chloe to grow her busi-
ness.
Take time to relax and indulge with
her qualified and experienced thera-
pists. Chloe ensures high levels of
customer service and all aspects of
beauty therapy.
Why not treat yourself to a Bride-
To-Be package which includes make-
up and trial, back, neck and shoulder
massage, eyebrow wax, eyelash tint
manicure and pedicure with varnish.
A home visit can be arranged on
your wedding day for a minimum of
three people to make your day more
relaxing. A basic travelling charge is
applicable. 
Gift vouchers can be bought from
the salon or on the website at the on-
line shop. Vouchers are non-refund-
able but can be exchanged for an al-
ternative treatment to the same value
and can be sent to you by post. 
Opening hours are Tuesday from

12pm to 8pm, Wednesday from 9am
to 4pm; Thursday from 12pm to
8pm; Friday from 9am to 6pm; 
Saturday from 9am to 4pm.

____________________

DUMFRIES LIMO COMPANY

Dumfries Limo Company based
in Dumfries are ideally situated to
cover Dumfries and Galloway,
Ayshire, The Scottish Borders,
Cumbria and The North West. 
We operate 365 days a year and are
one of the regions largest suppliers
of Wedding Car Hire.
We often travel all over the country
from as far as Edinburgh to 
Manchester for weddings, proms and
executive transportation so please
do not hesitate to ask for a quote.
Visit our wedding car page to view

the full range of Wedding cars we
have available. 
Our Limos are perfect for Weddings
in Dumfries, Cumbria, Gretna Green,
the Scottish Borders and Glasgow.
We are also available for corporate
and executive travel across the coun-
try.
Whether it’s a day out at the races or
a hen night in the city, Dumfries
Limo Company can provide the most
amazing hummer and limo hire. We’ll
be making your journey an unfor-
gettable experience.
We can cater for all events, big or
small, from kids limo parties to prom
transport, promotion evenings to
Wedding car hire. Your journey of a
lifetime will begin when we collect
you. Remember, our travel time is
ours, not yours, so it isn’t included
in the cost.

CChhllooee aatt LLaa BBeellllee
● Tans 

● Bridal treatments 
● Wedding Makeup

● Home visits available on 
the day of the wedding 

for a minimum of three people
● Bridal packages

Market Place ● Langholm ● DG13 0JQ
013873 81555 ● www.chloeatlabelle.co.uk

The Dumfries Limo Company makes your day really special
Photo: Duncan Ireland Photography



I'D LIKE to comment on the
likelihood of floods in
Langholm.
Firstly, the possibility of global

warming. This could bring 
higher rainfall and higher sea
levels.
You may not think the latter

to be important at Langholm
but the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency needs to think
much more widely and infinitely
more sensibly.
Poor old Carlisle, regularly

flooded by the Eden, probably
because the tide comes in twice
a day, not allowing the river to
fully discharge before any 
expected heavy rainfall.
Someone proudly proclaimed

that dredging will not have a
significant effect and argued it
would be too expensive to try.
They argue that putting up huge
barriers is best and cheapest.
I asked that dredging be tried

because it is quick and easy to
do and puts value into the econ-
omy and sets all our minds at
rest. Experiment is better than
spending money hastily.
I maintain that two inexpensive

actions could reduce the rapid
rise in water level during most
rain events.
Firstly, remove the flow 

restriction in the Esk just south
of the junction of the Esk with
the Wauchope, which might 
involve deepening the channel
for a section.

Simple
Build a very simple barrier

north of Potholm at the 90m
contour. This would provide a
variable flood plain useful for
experimental work on slowing
down the initial rates of flow.
The results here would show

whether other barriers would
be beneficial such as beavers
on the Wauchope.
In the long term any barrier

could be used to generate elec-
tricity, which could be used to
operate pumps to redirect water
to other holding places during
floods.
This stored water would be

used for electricity generation
later on.
The Black Esk reservoir could

be emptied when flooding was
predicted and refilled as the
flood developed, further slowing
the river flow to allow steady
dissipation lower down the 
river.
After all, the Esk is one of

Scotland's fastest flowing rivers.
Currently, it is not possible to
assess the rise in level all the
way along the Esk during heavy
rainfalls because it is not mon-
itored. Satellites see it all the
time.
In the distant future every

farmstead and housing group
down the Esk could have its
own turbines, wind or water
powered, to generate electricity
for their own use.
These could be used to pump

water into storage tanks for fur-
ther flood relief at critical rain-
fall, the water to be released

when possible to generate more
electricity. Think of the jobs
generated.
Flooding at Langholm will 

always be a remote possibility,
even with the best of barriers.
With more thoughtful and

cheaper prevention ideas and,
with the money saved, every
house at risk could be flood-
proofed so it was not damaged
by such minor flooding.
Think of the jobs generated

and the experience gained in
making flood-proof buildings.
We have the technology.
Building near the river in the

future should also be designed
to be flood proof and, if neces-
sary, higher than the flood plain
level requirement, leaving the
flood plain to be used in an
emergency.

Stilts
I have friends who rebuilt their

flooded property into a purpose-
built house on stilts so they
needed to move only their cars
to a safe level.
On the Thames houses have

been built to float up on the
flood. Ingenuity is needed, along
with simple experiments to solve
problems, not easy solutions
with no thought or experiment.
Currently, there is not enough

information available to fully
model the problem so I have
asked for the rainfall and catch-
ment area of the Wauchope and
the depth and volume flow 
capabilities of the restrictions
to flow on the Esk. This infor-
mation is expected but has not
yet been received.
A Wauchope relief route at

the 80m contour in the park
might be used as a circular
canoe course around the kirk,
if properly designed.
A safe route normally and a

challenge at fast flows.
What we need are the costs

for all the ways of tackling the
problem so all the solutions can
be compared.

Mike Taudevin, Langholm
mike_taudevin@hotmail.com
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Esk from Potholm Bridge

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Looking towards Staplegordon and Potholm

Another view of Potholm
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Glenfirra works its magic
THE search for a company
to repair a precious Border
Fine Arts figurine, presented
as a trophy to a world cham-
pion, has led to Langholm.
The trophy belonged to “the
last of the Cumberland plough-
men’ who was born in  
Brampton.
James Elliott, 58, was given
the figurine in 1991 by the
Northern Ireland Ploughing 
Association after he was
crowned international horse class
world champion in Limavady.
Robin Oliver, who lives in
Cumbria and did the research,
said: “This figurine is called
Stout Hearts and was modelled
by Ray Ayres. It was part of a
series of works called All things
Wise and Wonderful. Stout
Hearts was issued in 
January 1990 and produced up
until December 1995.
“A cat knocked something
onto the trophy and caused the
damage. Not thinking it could
be repaired, it was left to gather
dust.
“During the course of one of
our many discussions James
mentioned it and I said I thought
there was a company in
Langholm which may be able
to repair it.
“With his agreement, I felt I
ought to make a feature of the
work of the team at Glenfirra
to make others aware of what
to do if they have a broken 
Border Fine Art figurine.
“People believe they can’t be
repaired and throw them out.
Luckily, James had kept his 
because it was a valued reminder
of his competitive ploughing
and that match in Northern 
Ireland.”
Robin’s Art of Farming project
features the River Esk and 
Glenfirra of Langholm, high-

lighting the art of Border Fine
Arts figurine restoration.
This ongoing enquiry was 
inspired by a farm sale which
the artist attended and recorded
during 2019.
Robin said: “As I observed
the people and the auction lots,
I began to consider why it was
that the farm sale had arisen
and what it meant to the people
involved.
“We continue to lose our farms
around the country for various
reasons. I felt I ought to attempt
to record what was happening
in farming communities, while
it was happening rather than
when a farm or smallholding
subsequently has been lost.
“Frequently, a farm sale 
included Border Fine Art 
figurines; almost everything is
auctioned.”
Determined to have the Stout
Hearts trophy restored, Robin
went in search of someone who
could repair it.

Incredible
He said: “I set off on what
turned out to be an incredible
journey. It highlighted one man’s
love of his home town and the
river which runs through it, 
Denis Male.”
The resulting story, which is
in the Farming Focus section
of his website gallery, charts
the restoration progress of this
special trophy, while shining a
light on those who continue the
art of restoring the figurines.
His rationale for adding BFA
and the restoration to his Art of
Farming endeavour was their
association with farming families
all over the country.
He said: “I doubt you could
walk into any mature farmer's
home without seeing at least
one of the figurines on display.
“It was important to reinforce

that specific models have be-
come prized trophies, won at
county or village shows, shep-
herd meets or sporting and
equestrian events and competi-
tions.”
He felt that small specialised
businesses such as Glenfirra
ought to be highlighted and pro-
moted before they were lost,
simply because people didn't
know who to contact for advice
or where to go to have their
damaged models assessed for
repair.
The skilled team use the same
components, materials, tech-
niques and paints used by the
BFA craftspeople.
Denis told Robin that Glenfirra
was the official restorer of the
figurines. All the staff worked
for the company which was
based in Langholm for many

years.
Glenfirra was set up in 2000
when BFA was at its most pop-
ular. Thousands of high-quality
figurines were sold around the
world but, because of their del-
icate nature, breakages were 
returned to BFA for restoration.
It wasn’t set up to handle the

repairs so it was decided that
one or two employees, who
were keen to take on the 
responsibility, set up a firm
which could complement the
parent company and resolve the
restoration issue.
Glenfirra has successfully 
restored more than 20,000 fig-

urines. It is in Well Close. Ring
013873 81713 or email glenfir-
ra1@aol.com It also 
repairs other ceramic, porcelain
and bone china figurines.
Information about Robin’s Art
of Farming collection is at
www.robinoliverartist.co.uk,
click on Farming Focus.

James Elliot with horses Tom and Pat

Anne Edgar of Glenfirra unpacks the damaged figurine The Stout Hearts figurine in pride of place among the Spode china
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Times Past 

80 years: No cornet for Hawick this year
It was decided at a special meeting of Hawick Town Council that no Cornet be appointed for
this years Common Riding celebrations. The motion that no Cornet be appointed was submitted
by Dean of Guild Miss Borthwick, seconded by Councillor J.B Elliot. Bailie R McDonald
moved that a Cornet be elected, but found no seconder. The Council agreed, on the motion of
Councillor W.A MacTaggart, to support the Common Riding Committee only in the riding of the
marches this year. These decisions were conveyed to a meeting of the Common Riding Commit-
tee afterwards, and after discussion it was decided that the various sub-committees should 
report to the general body what form they thought this year’s celebrations should take. For their
guidance it was suggested that they be limited to the riding of the marches with the minimum of
ceremony, a children’s outing and possibly a race meeting. 

50 years: Thomas Wheelwright
The other day we were handed a newspaper cutting, obviously from the E and L, but unfortu-
nately without any clue as to date of issue. The paragraph is to the effect that the Langholm
Brass Band will play a programme in the High Street on the Summer Fair night under Thomas
Wheelwright, conductor. Now, we would like to know anything at all about Thomas 
Wheelwright because we have never heard the name mentioned as the leader of Langholm Band.
Anderson, Calvert, Tadcastle, Balfour, Brown, Guy we have heard of but nary a mention of
Wheelwright and consequently we will be obliged if any of our readers, or bandsmen, can give
us any information on this matter. Incidentally the newspaper cutting gives the programme which
we think will be of interest to present day music lovers. Here it is: march, Patriotic, Swift, Waltz,
Rich and Rare, Round, selection, Weber’s Works; polka, Pretty Poll, H Round, scottische, Lads
and Lassies, Wright; selection Romero and Juliet, Belini; quadrille, Marie Stuart, Linter; Auld
Lang Syne. What about a repeat of this old programme – that is if the band still have the music in
their library. 

25 years: Guild members hear about the Klondikers
When the member of the Women’s Guild met in the hall last week they were joined by a few mem-
bers from some neighbouring Guilds, namely, Annan Old, Lockerbie Dryfesdale, Longtown and
Westerkirk. In the absence of President Mrs. Grace Mackenzie, Vice President Mrs. May Harkness
officiated, accompanied by Rev Iain MacKenzie. The Bible reading was given by Mrs. Cowan.
Mrs Harkness welcomed all present, and after leading everyone in prayer, Mr Mackenzie introduced
the speaker for the evening Mr Alan Cowie from “Release International” which is a Christian Mis-
sion to the Communist World. Mr Cowie spoke of work being accomplished in Eastern Europe but
he himself was mainly involved during the summer months with the mission in Shetland. The crews
of the Eastern European factory ships (Klondykers), mainly Russian, came to learn and practice
Christianity and obtain if possible, a much-prized Bible. Mr Cowie illustrated his talk with slides
from the Lerwick base. Mrs Anderson warmly thanked the speaker. 

100 years: Electric Pictures
Last weekend, a great treat was provided in the screening of “The Bells” the play in which the
late Sir Henry Irving first made his reputation. The part of Mathias, an innkeeper and murderer,
haunted by the sound of the bells on the horse of the Polish Jew, his victim was vividly depicted
by Irving, and it thrilled his audiences. Keenan, the American actor, who was seen as Mathias on
the film in the Buccleuch Hall on Thursday and Saturday, made a wonderful impression, 
especially considering that he had, of course, no opportunity of using his voice – a most power-
ful weapon with a all great tragedians to aid him in his delineation of the character. The other
parts were excellently filled, and the result was a very striking picture, which is likely to be 
remembered. This week’s programme is also good. Besides the serials which are full of incident
Mrs Vernon Castle is most charming in “The Girl form Bohemia”, while another Langholm
favourite, Alice Brady, will be screened at the end of the week and the humorous and topical are
also supplied.

Warrant Officer Class 1 Keith Lamb receives his MBE from the Queen back in 1995. Pictured with his wife
Eleanor and sons Robert and Stephen. 

Langholm Academy 1953 Back row: Dick Graham, David Calvert, Ian Hotson, Tom Coates, Inglis Tait, 
Machael Turk, Jackie Scott, Ian McVittie, Dick Elliot. Middle row: Bryan Purves, Malcolm Smith, ?, 

Louise Gibson, Maureen Hogg, Marjory Scott, Nancy MacDonald, Helen Kay, William Woodhouse, ?. 
Betty Wylie, ?, Isabel Smith, ?, ?, Avril Welsh, Rita Jeffrey, ?, Kathleen Murray

Roaring Spootings
But I digress. Other games we
would play beneath the lamp
lights were “Jock Shine the
light”, “Hoppy Beds”, “Skip-
ping”, “Corkie” (you put a
cork 6 inches from the wall
then try and hit it with a ball
on the rebound). 

Not to be confused with
“Corkie” where one would take
a bobbin or wooden reel, knock
four nails into one end, get
coloured yarns from the mill
and with a needle throw the
stitches as in Common Riding
Colours and were used for reins
at the Boys’ Common Ridings. 

However this was tame stuff for
Pinder and the Wauchope Ra
Gang of which I was now a
proud member. 

Pinder began inventing games
for the gang. He would get a
reel of black thread and tie it to
the door knocker and jerk the
thread repeatedly and the resi-
dent would come to the door to
find no-one there. He would do
this every five minutes at alter-
nate doors with the residents
becoming really angry and per-
plexed. 

Knocker
For old ladies living alone he
had a special annoyance. It was
a variation of his “Knocker”

trick, where he would screw a
small hook into the top of the
old lady’s window and with a
bunch of buttons tied to the end
of the black cotton he would
thread it through the hook and
across the road where he would
jerk it to give the impression of
rain on the window. 

The old lady would come to the
door, hold out her hand to feel
the rain and look perplexed at
the starry sky. He often had two
old ladies in adjoining houses
coming out alternatively every
two minutes. 

Wauchope Ra’
However, Pinder became more
ambitious with these minor tri-
umphs and began “roaring
spootings”. 

Now roaring spootings means
that you take a couple of copies
of the Langholm Paper (E&L
but better known as “The two
minutes of Silence” in those
days) and stuff them up the
down pip from the gutters on
the edge of the roof and set
them alight. This is all right 
on the Wauchope Ra’ side of
Caroline Street. 

(I should perhaps explain that
Wauchope Ra’ means 
Wauchope Row which was the
row of houses backing on to the
river Wauchope and comprised
several single storey buildings

whereas on the opposite side of
Caroline street now known as
Buccleuch Terrace they were
two storied buildings). 

Pinder began on the single
storey buildings where with the
up draught caused by the burn-
ing paper it created a roaring
noise which brought the resi-
dent out and caused quite a
laugh among, we of the 
Wauchope Ra’ Gang. But when
he did the two storied 
Buccleuch Terrace side the up
draught had twice the force and
as he had ignited three spoot-
ings at one the roar could be
heard all over Langholm. Not
only that but the “spootings”
turned red hot and the whole
Terrace shook and you could
see the glow in the night sky.  

Wireless
All the residents of Buccleuch
Terrace were out shaking their
fists and shouting “It’s that 
Pinder again”. 

This sort of thing could not
happen today. One must bear in
mind that in these days of the
late 1920s there was little wire-
less (only among the “toffs”)
and no TV. The parents were
sitting by the fire reading books
and the children outside creat-
ing havoc. Nowadays the 
children are inside monopolis-
ing the TV and the parents are
outside for a bit of peace.

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Buccleuch Terrace courtesy of Langholm Archive



www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday March 19, 2020 17

WHITNEY Houston was 
undoubtedly the best-selling
female artist of the 1980s and
1990s.
She was a legend; there’s no

other way to put it. She com-
manded the stage with her pow-
erful voice and always gave her
fans everything every time she
performed.
I took my friend Kerry Mitchell

from Copshaw to see the show
for her 50th birthday. The day
didn’t get off to the best start.

When we arrived at Carlisle
railway station to catch the train,
we bumped into an old friend.
After a brief chat, we thought

our train was at the usual platform
for Glasgow but, after speaking
to a member of staff, we were
told it was on another so, with
minutes to spare, we raced over
the bridge and into the carriage
before the doors closed.
I nearly had to revive Kerry

but, after a wee refreshment or
two, we soon recovered and 
enjoyed the journey to Glasgow.
We stayed at the Radison Blu

which overlooks Grand Central
station. It was also the perfect
opportunity to catch up with my
daughter, Rebecca, who is study-
ing at Glasgow University.
Although there have been some

mixed reactions from the media
to this show, Kerry and I felt it
was a fitting tribute to the late
Whitney Houston.
It looked and sounded like a

live concert, seeing the legend
herself. We weren’t fortunate to
see her when she was alive.

The support act was a young,
up-and-coming artists Rob Green
who was a fantastic R&B singer.
He played for half an hour before
the Hologram Whitney show. 
The 90 minute concert kicked

off with a lively performance of
Higher Love.
Lots of iconic hits, which

spanned more than 20 years,
finished with I will always love
you which was the theme 
tune to the 1990s’ hit film The
Bodyguard.
There followed an encore of

Queen of the night and I’m every
Woman.
The technology was amazing

and to see a live band with live
dancers made for a very realistic
and enjoyable show which we
recommend to any Whitney fan
out there. 

A cheerful sight in these gloomy times.  The cherry blossom on the banks of the Esk in Langholm photographed by Sharon Tolson
Camera:Samsung Galaxy S10 +

The E&L Gallery

Show Review : 
Whitney Houston

Hologram Tour

Venue:
SECC Armadillo

Glasgow

Reviewer:
Jackie Hall, Langholm

RAVE REVIEWS...restaurants...film...theatre...music...activities...travel...

Jackie Hall and Kerry Mitchell saw Whitney Houston in hologram form in Glasgow’s Armadillo



A FORMER Langholm police
sergeant is hosting his first art
exhibition and he has chosen a
venue in the town to launch his
new career.
Grahame Young was inspired to

take up painting seriously after seeing
work by Gilnockie artist Mike Batey
during Spring Fling in 2016.
He is also a follower of the work of

JMW Turner, the 19th century 
Romantic English painter, who is
renowned for his spectacular land-
scapes and seascapes.
Grahame is mostly a self-taught

artist who has done several courses
along the way.
He is a qualified marine engineer,

having studied in Glasgow. After
eight years in that field, he joined
Dumfries and Galloway Constabulary,
for which he worked for 30 years
before retiring in 2010.
He said: “All my work is inspired by

the bleakness of the Solway estuary
and similar west of Scotland habitat.
“Most of my free time during my

life has been spent in this environ-
ment.

“Like Turner, from whom I take a
lot of inspiration, I have developed
a love of painting light and reflection
in a barren landscape.
“I really got into art after my 

retirement and spent several years
touring art galleries.
“Turner was my main influence

but I really got into it when I saw
Mike Batey’s early Turneresque
paintings.”
“I have never exhibited work 

before and all my work is sold 
online, usually to people with a
connection to it.
“The recent series of paintings

on salmon stake net fishing has
been well received, attracting buyers
from as far as Spain and London,
whose families once fished these
nets.
“All my paintings are framed by

Philip Gunn of Art Corner Gallery
in Langholm.
“He is another source of inspiration

who gives invaluable critique on
my work, allowing me to develop
further.
“He inspired me to copy the works

of the Old Masters as a source of
learning and one of these works is
shown today.”
The paintings shown in Welcome

to Langholm represent some early
and recent work and three additional
Solway stake net paintings, culmi-
nating in the semi-abstract Requiem
painting which is the influence of
spray, foam and snow in a famous
Solway Creek near Annan.
Grahame’s father was an artist

and his daughter, Kirsten Candlish,
depute head of Moffat Academy,
has a degree in fine art so it is
clearly a family trait.
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E&L Advertising
Grahame Young’s exhibition is currently on display in ‘Welcome to Langholm’ on the Market Place

Employers!!
• Do you have vacancies to fill?
• Are you seeking to expand your business?
We have a wide readership covering Langholm and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very
competitive rates.

To discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012 
or  email catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L....
You’ll be surprised how little it costs! 

GGRROOWW
YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss wwiitthh tthhee EE&&LL!!

Portrait

Grahame
Young

of an
Artist

E&L JOBS
advertise in the E & L Advertiser

you’ll be surprised 
how little it costs
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DUMFRIES & Galloway Arts
Festival has unveiled its
bold and exciting pro-
gramme for the 2020 event. 
There are 41 performances
in 29 venues around the 
region and the 10-day festival
runs from May 22 to 31.
It is packed full of inspiring
performing arts events, 
including UK award-winning
performances to be enjoyed
in a variety of places.
To celebrate the size and
diversity of the region the
festival hosts two opening
events, one being in Annan.
At Annan Academy the 

National Theatre of Scotland
brings The Cheviot, The Stag
and The Black, Black Oil on
Friday, May 22.
This legendary piece of
Scottish theatre tells the story
of the exploitation of Scottish
lands, waters and people
over the centuries and is 
described as ‘a ceilidh
through Scotland’s past and
present and a story with a
beginning, a middle but, as
yet, no end’.
The festival has also creat-
ed one big, free event which
will take over the centre of
Dumfries on Saturday, May

23.
From the makers of Big
Man Walking comes a folk-
lore giant made real.
STORM made waves ear-
lier this year at Celtic 
Connections in Glasgow, tow-
ering over her brother Big
Man.
Dumfries and Galloway 
hasn’t seen anything like this
since he visited in 2010.
This year she tells the story
of the oceans in crisis and
initiates a fight against our
climate emergency.
The festival invites everyone
to join her on a journey as

she makes her way through
the heart of Dumfries with
pop-up protests, choirs,
dance performances and
pipe bands.
The 2020 programme has
a number of sensational sur-
prises, sure to entertain all
ages and offer something
exciting, even for those
who’ve never experienced
the festival.
Showcasing theatre groups
and performing artists has
been a key focus for the fes-
tival and it is proud to show-
case the Fox and Hound
Theatre Company, winner of
the Derek Awards best drama
at the Edinburgh Fringe in
2019, at the Theatre Royal
on Friday, May 29.
The company performs its
new show No More Oranges,
giving a personal portrayal
of one man’s war as he 
becomes a PoW at Changi
and creates his own world in
the chaos to ensure his sur-
vival. 
The festival has produced
an exceptional collaboration
evening at Lockerbie town
hall on Saturday, May 30
with young magician of the
year Brandon Barrett, who
performs a special version
of his show Brain Access.
Headlining the night is
award-winning comedian
Mark Nelson, Dumfries’ 
internationally-acclaimed
stand-up who will offer his
unique take on today’s world. 
For more information visit
www.dgartsfestival.org.uk or
call 01387 253 383 to book
tickets. 

Arts festival storm

SELF-CONFESSED rolling stone Elles Bailey genuinely
does call ‘the road’ her home.
Her second album Road I Call Home made it into the
official UK country charts and Americana charts.
Elles is a self-confessed DIY artist and, if ever there was a
fine example of the Do It Yourself nature of the music
business, Elles is it.
From rather humble beginnings Elles has, by dint of hard
work and talent, smashed through and past much bigger
artists and industry players by taking time and effort to
really understand the brave new world of today’s landscape,
being brave, breaking rules, making a few mistakes - always
part of the learning process - and powering through obstacles
and doing whatever it takes.
When she arrives near you, don’t think twice, get there. A
great evening and a long musical friendship will be waiting.
Elles is at the Old Fire Station, Carlisle this Saturday. This
is a standing show. Tickets are £12.

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR AATT TTHHEE UUKK’’SS BBIIGGGGEESSTT MMUUSSIICC FFEESSTTIIVVAALLSS
Be a part of the onsite team at over 30 music festivals throughout the UK. 

Save the ticket price and be a part of the team with Festaff. 
Make the most of your summer. For more info and to apply visit......

www.festaff.co.uk 

Elles is on back on the road again

I think I got away
with it, Sybil

Dragonfly Theatre presents a combined theatre and dining
experience which customers will not forget in a hurry

FOR one night only Heart
of Hawick is throwing open
the doors of its café to a
new catering crew.
Meet 1970s’ sit-com
favourites of Basil, Sybil,
Polly and Manuel when 
Dragonfly Theatre hosts the
combined theatre/dining 
experience, Faulty Dining.
After sell-out shows in
Galashiels and their home
town of Peebles, Dragonfly
Theatre are ready to bring
their wild and chaotic 
theatre/dining event to 
Hawick.
The theatrical performance
features all the usual char-
acters from the TV show
Fawlty Towers who will 
entertain, insult and, gener-
ally, make a mess of things.
If you are lucky, Polly or
Manuel will serve you some

excellent food but if you are
unlucky, you may have Basil
fawning over you or, worse
still, suggesting you rush
home to put on a tie. You
have been warned.
All this and a surprise
celebrity guest. Who can it
be? Find out at Heart of 
Hawick this Saturday.
The dining experience fea-
tures a two-course meal: a
choice of beef chilli or bean
chilli with rice, tortilla chips,
sour cream and salsa, fol-
lowed by either a cheese
board selection with oatcakes
and fresh grapes or gateau
with double cream. Diners
will be served fresh coffee
to finish.
Tickets are £30 and booking
is essential. Tickets from the
box office on  01450 360680
or at www.liveborders.org.uk

Storm will make her way through the centre of Dumfries raising awareness of climate change

Truly ghostly farce
DESCRIBED as an 
“improbable farce”, Blithe
Spirit, by Noel Coward, is
set in a large country
house where novelist
Charles Condomine is 
researching his latest
book.
To aide him with his 
research Charles and his
wife, Ruth, have invited a
medium Madame Arcati to
hold a séance at his house.
Joining Charles and Ruth
at the séance are Dr and
Mrs Bradman and all is going
well until Madame Arcati

manages, rather unexpect-
edly, to summon the ghost
of Charles’ first wife, Elvira,
who only Charles can see.
Elvira makes continual 
attempts to disrupt Charles'
marriage to his second wife
who cannot see or hear the
ghost.
The play, directed by
Rachel Reekie, is performed
by the Guild of Players from
Wednesday, April 1 to 
Saturday, April 4, in the 
Theatre Royal, Dumfries.
Go to www.theatreroyal-
dumfries.co.ukElles Bailey is on the road and coming to Carlisle
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this size 5cm x 2col
only
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MARCH

Sat 28th Rotary Umbrella walk, Langholm Community Centre 9.30am to 10am

CANCELLED/POSTPONED EVENTS

Fri 20th MARCH Muckle Toon Joggers Quiz night teams of 4 Langholm Golf Club 7pm

Sat 21st MARCH
Music night with “Joice” sing and play Eskdalemuir Community Hub 7.30pm

Frenchic Furniture Painting Workshop The Lookout, Langholm High St. 10am to 3pm

Sat 29th MARCH Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club (Martin Anderson
trio) Langholm Social Club 1-5pm

APRIL Art exhibiton by 4 local artists Canonbie Community Cafe Mon/Wed/Fri

Thurs 9th LLAG AGM Newcastleton Village Hall 8pm

Fri 3rd
Maggies Alice in Wonderland Fundraising Tea Hermitage Hall 2.30pm to 4.30pm

XCEL - Day for Doddie Rugby Club and 3g pitch

Sat 11th
Eskdale & Liddesdale Embroiderers Guild Langholm Day Centre 2-4pm

Langholm Regeneration Group Easter Bunny Trail Buccleuch Park and town 

Tues 14th Langholm & District Art Club - speaker tbc Langholm Day Centre 7.30pm

Sat 21st Canonbie Bowling Quiz night Cross Keys Hotel 7pm

BUSINESSES 

To book your adverts,
contact our dedicated Sales

Team on
013873 80012

catherine.greer@cnmedia.co.uk
Deadline: Tuesday 12 noon

born in 1848 and still going strong

catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD

Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBINg & HEATINg

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm dg13 0JH

013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

E&L CLASSIFIED

To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCrAP METAL TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE POST OFFICE

PUBLIC LIBRARY
LANGHOLM TOWN HALL

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

____________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

EVERY THURSDAY
12.15pm - 12.55pm

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

The classified advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25 for a single insertion but if you advertise your business
monthly, the price falls to £15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapses 

to £10 - that’s nearly nowt! *
This can include your logo or other graphic and 

can be designed in-house.

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VAT at the prevailing rate.

JOHN SMITH 
JOINERY

29 Green Street 
Gretna DG16 0BA
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

All aspects 
of joinery work undertaken.

5cm x 2 column

GGRROOWW YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss 
wwiitthh tthhee EE && LL!!

born in 1848 ......and still going strong!

Contact the
E&L

Advertiser
on

013873 
80012

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE
ADVERTISER 
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a
complaint about anything in
the Eskdale & Liddesdale
Advertiser you can come into
the office and speak to the
Editor or email her on
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
If you’re not satisfied with
how your complaint has been
handled you may write to the
Company Secretary at:

Muckle Toon Media CIC,
Ashleybank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN

AdVErTISINg

MOBILE VAN TIMES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be examined at Council 
Offices, Kirkbank, English Street.  Alternatively, they can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at  
www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning. Written comments may be made to Head 
of Economy and Development at the Dumfries address or by email to 
PlanningRepresentations@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as 
noted above, by 02.04.2020 (Type A)
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/0115/FUL (A) Kerr Plantation, Canonbie - Formation of  
access onto C63A



Middlemass Cup

Curling

ESKDALE Curling Club held the final
for the Billy Middlemass Cup at
Lockerbie Ice Rink last Wednesday.
The winners were Gillian Paterson and

her team of Christine Ross, Ewan 
McIlwraith and Grace Hind.
They beat Keith Thorn and his team of

James Taylor, Owen Cook and Duncan
Greenhaulgh.

The winning team Christine Ross, Gillian Paterson, Grace Hind
and Ewan McIlwraith

Trail Bikes
TWO trial bike riders from Newcastleton enjoyed
world-class coaching during a camp in Spain.
Harry Adamson, 11, and Jake Foster, 14, accompanied

by their dads Grant and Clive went to Barcelona for the
first Team GB youth trials team training camp in Spain.
Jake and Harry were kitted out with the British T-shirt

and shorts, too.
This was a great opportunity for both boys. They were

on a tight schedule every day, training on their bikes,
challenging themselves on new and complex obstacles
and tough gym time, all under the expert eyes of top trial
champions.
Former UCI world junior champion Eloi Palau led the

coaching and training programme, along with Charlie
Rolls, junior world champion, Adam Morewood and Scott
Wilson.
Each night lights were out at 10pm as there was an

early start each day. They had warmer weather than back
home and they enjoyed having their lunch outside in the
sun.
More than 200 young people attended the training 

camp which was organised by UCI trials consultant Dani
Parramon's TrialSport.
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All matches
postponed
Football
BOTH Langholm Legion and
Canonbie football teams have
had all their matches postponed
after the Scottish Football 
Association (SFA) called off all
professional and amateur games
until further notice.
The SFA’s joint response group

meets daily and last Friday its
board suspended all football under
its jurisdiction until further notice,
taking into account the advice
from the Scottish government in
relation to mass events.
Ian Maxwell, Scottish FA chief

executive, said: “Our focus 
remains the public health, the
emergency services and the health
and safety of players, match 
officials and staff.”

___________________

64 bowlers
for Tag’s
Bowling
SIXTY-FOUR bowlers battled
it for the Tag Hogg singles cup
in Canonbie public hall last
Sunday.
The venue was changed at

the last minute from Langholm
Social Club to Canonbie because
of unforeseen circumstances.
Players from the Borders and

Dumfries and Galloway fought
it out for the prizes which were
on offer. Play began at 1pm
and finished at 7pm.
The final prizemoney was split

and the trophy was won by Al
Sloan of Wamphray. He beat
John Aitken of Kilncadzow.
The beaten semi-finalists were

Bruce Jeffrey of Lindean and
John Hogarth of Denholm.
The beaten quarter-finalists

were Luke Tolson of Langholm,
George Robinson of Stapleton,
Ian Hall of Canonbie and Stuart
Howden of Westruther.
Thanks go to Steven Jarzyna

for his generous sponsorship of
the tournament.

Thanks also to everyone 
involved for their hard work in
making the tournament go ahead
without any problems, Stacy,
Janie and Jennifer for kitchen
duties, Ian and Matt for laying
the boards, Neil, Aaron, Gregor
and Luke for running the tour-
nament and Lucy and Danny
for selling raffle tickets.
It was a great end to the bowl-

ing season for the area.

Hounds
CLASS Mo Salah made it three
out of three in the senior trail
this week and  at both venues
he finished with a good lead.
Last Wednesday at Newcastleton

he appeared with about a 100-
yard lead over the second hound
Castle Clansman, with around
the same distance to 
Polaris who finished in third.
There was a further gap to the

rest of the field with Fire Gun,
Tynemouth and Overwater Stanley
taking the remaining prizes.
Last Saturday’s trails were on

the moss at Cardurnock and Mo
Salah won by the length of the
finish.
Tynemouth was next to complete

and Delta Script was some 50
yards behind.
The next three had a good race

and Fire Gun finished well for
fourth followed by Fire Bolt and
Buster Moon.
Time Will Tell and Diggle Boy

had a good race in the pup trail
but Diggle Boy had the upper
hand as he powered past Time
will Tell on the finish for his first
win to the delight of his owner,
Abbie Montgomery.
There was a gap until the next

two arrived, while Border Brown
and Delta Status were the only
other two to finish.
Last Saturday Time Will Tell

was the only one who negotiated
the tricky moss trail, with the
others returning to the start.
The maiden trail was the best

race of the day when Fire Lass

held off a challenge by Sportsman
to take her first win for owners
Alice Telford and team.
Red Hot Bob finished ahead of

early leader Lucky Charm who
had to settle for fifth and Splendid
Mikey was sixth.

Wednesday, March 11, 
Newcastleton
Seniors: Class Mo Salah, Castle
Clansman, Polaris, Fire Gun,
Tynemouth, Overwater Stanley.
10 ran. 22.23.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Time Will Tell,
Border Brown, Delta Status. 9
ran, 4 finished. 12.00.

All In: Jazzle, Castle Caledonia,
Fire Bolt. 12 ran. 10.40.

Sunday, March 15, 
Cardurnock
Seniors: Class Mo Salah,
Tynemouth, Delta Script, Fire
Gun, Fire Bolt, Buster Moon. 9
ran. 23.54.
Maidens: Fire Lass, Sportsman,
Overwater Stanley, Red Hot Bob,
Lucky Charm, Splendid Mikey.
7 ran. 26.14.
Pups: Time Will Tell. 8 ran. 1
finished. 17.47.
All In: Strider, Fire Belle, Castle
Caledonia. 13 ran. 13.56.

Three out of three for Mo

Spanish training for bikers

Jake Foster and Harry Adamson enjoy their world-class-coaching camp in Spain

Diggle Boy at full pelt in the Pups’ race at newcastleton

Al Sloan, Aaron Wood and
John Aitken
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Quinlan’s
73-1 treble
Horseracing
SEAN Quinlan took the riding
honours with a 73-1 treble at
Kelso on Monday.
The meeting was staged 
behind closed doors because of
the COVID-19 outbreak.
His hat-trick began with vic-
tory aboard Bryden Boy in the
three-mile, one-furlong handicap
hurdle followed in the feature
race on Crixus’s Escape and
Golan Cloud in the final race
of the day.
Irishman Quinlan, who won
last year’s Scottish National on
Takingrisks, said: “It didn’t
seem any different to me with
nobody in attendance.
“When I’m riding, I’m fully
focused so I don’t take any 
notice of the crowd anyway.”
Crixus’s Escape was sent off
13-8 favourite before his 22-
length romp in the £12,500 Buy
New Timeform Horse To 
Follow.
Winning trainer Gillian Boanas
said: “He’s a lovely young horse
and is only seven. He came up
against a smart winner at 
Catterick last time and he won
well today.
“It was his first handicap and
he stays pretty well. He will
get three miles, although I don’t
know where he will go next.”
Sandy Thomson took his new
personal best seasonal tally to
22 after Duc De Grissay landed
the Watch RacingTV In 
Stunning HD Novices’ Handicap
Chase under his stepson-in-law
Ryan Mania.
Greenlaw-based Thomson’s
last four runners have raced
successfully and the winning
streak included a double at
Carlisle last Sunday.
The fixture at Kelso was held
behind closed doors while the
industry sought clarity from the
Scottish government.
Last week Jonathan Garratt,
managing director, said: 
“Although racing seems likely
to continue in front of a crowd
south of the border, the situation
in relation to outdoor gatherings
in Scotland is unclear.
“We remain optimistic that,
once the appropriate procedures
for staging racing are agreed
with the government, we may
be able to welcome racegoers
to our valuable fixture on 
Saturday, March 21.
The First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon announced last 
Thursday that the Scottish gov-
ernment was advising that events
attracting more than 500 people
should be cancelled from 
Monday onwards.
Mr Garratt said they decided
to proceed as scheduled because
it was vital for the racing 
industry and everyone employed
in related businesses.

____________________

Horseracing
DALE Irving rode a super
race to win at Carlisle on
Sunday for trainer and owner
Maurice Barnes.
Irving was on Oishin in the
handicap hurdle over two
miles, one furlong in the heavy
ground at the city track.
The eight year old set off at
4/1 in the six-strong field,
tracking the leaders before
pushing along before two
fences from home.
Irving challenged for the lead
approaching the last and led on
the run-in to win by one and
three-quarter lengths.
In the novices’ chase over two
miles Irving lost to the 
1/16 favourite while riding
Rollerruler for Maurice Barnes.
The 16/1 shot was chasing the
leaders when he made a mis-
take at the fourth but 
Irving pushed him along 
after four out.
At two fences from home he
was outpaced and had no
chance of catching First Flow,
ridden by David Bass and
trained by Kim Bailey, and was

beaten by six lengths.
Charmant flew the flag for
James Ewart Racing at the
Cheltenham Festival last
Thursday.
He was ridden by Denis
O’Regan in the handicap chase
over two miles, four and a half
furlongs in the soft going.
He set off at 33/1 in the 23-
strong field and was held up at
the back in the early stages.
He made steady headway and
was midfield by the 12th fence.
He weakened after four out and
was pulled up three fences from
home.
Ewart said: “Charmant
jumped very well but every-
thing happened a bit too
quickly for him. He is now
safely back home and looking
forward to another day.”
Ewart celebrated a great win
at Carlisle last Sunday when
Bluefortytwo won the novices’
handicap hurdle over two
miles, one furlong.
Championsh ip - chas ing
jockey Brian Hughes was in the
saddle and he tracked the leader
before making his challenge
two fences from home.

He took the lead and went
four lengths clear at the last and
Hughes made sure he did
enough to maintain his lead and
win by one and a half lengths.
Ewart said of the horse’s 
improvement in form that he
might have benefited from the

drop back in trip to two miles,
one furlong on this occasion.
Ewart had three runners at
Kelso on Monday when the
meeting was held behind
closed doors.
Ascot De Bruyere, who was
brought down in his previous

race at Doncaster, was ridden
by Hughes in the handicap
chase over two miles, six and
a half furlongs on heavy going.
The 10 year old, priced at 4/1,
came in third of the five run-
ners.
Hughes rode the 7/2 Foxey
into fourth place in the two-
mile novices’ hurdle.
The horse made some head-
way before the penultimate
fence and Hughes pushed him
on but there was no response
and he lost third place on the
run-in.
Lorcan Murtagh rode Knock-
rea in the handicap hurdle over
two miles, five furlongs and the
horse came in last of the six
runners.

Super win for Dale at Carlisle

Dale Irving is congratulated on his win at Carlisle

End-of-season club 
night at Benty 

Val Hogg, Aaron Wood and Ryan Wood 

Conan is selected
for Scottish team

Bowling
IT WAS decided to host the final club night of the Benty carpet
bowling on Monday.
Wull Little read out the accounts for the club which were very healthy.
He also thanked all members for helping with competitions and keep-
ing the club nights going during the season. 
Prizes: Wee Cups Jake Park & Aaron Wood; single hand champion
Jake Park; Effgill Cup Jake Park & Amy Kinstrey; Meggat Cup Jake
Park & Aaron Wood; pairs Chris Wood & Amy Kinstrey; Xmas pairs
Jim Wood & Roy Park; EFG Shield Roy & Corey Park; Big Cup Jake
Park & Eric Goodfellow Senior; singles medal Jake Park; second
pairs Ryan Wood & Val Hogg; pairs’ league Amy Kinstrey & Stacy
Wood; third pairs Ryan Wood & Mick Garrard; points night winner
Corey Park. 
Thanks to everyone who attended the bowling for the 2019/20 
season. Hope to see you all again in October.

Conan Harper has qualified for the Scottish team at the British road race championships

Cross Country
LANGHOLM athlete Conan Harper has qualified for automatic
selection for the Scotland team at the British road race champi-
onships later this year.
Conan, 14, is supported with “Welcome to Langholm” Future 
Champions Awards funding.
He competed at last weekend’s Tru Wealth Young Athletes’ national
road race championships in Greenock.
In the under 15 category he ran a fantastic race over 4.2km in a
time of 13 minutes, 10 seconds against a field of 77 runners.
This secured Conan fourth place and automatic selection for the
championships.
They are better known as the London Mini Marathon on London
Marathon day and are held over the final three miles of the big race.
The London Marathon is now being held in October after being
postponed.

Charmant at Cheltenham



Curling
LANGHOLM primary
school’s curling team has won
the Annandale and Eskdale
Primary Schools Curling’s
Cool Festival at Lockerbie Ice
Rink.

Twenty-four teams took part
in the competition which was
organised by Lockerbie Curling
School for Lockerbie Ice Rink
and was supported by the Active
Schools and Community Sport
team in Annandale and Eskdale.

The competition is the culmi-
nation of curriculum and after-
school curling over the winter
by most primary schools in 
Annandale and Eskdale to pre-
pare them for the festival.

The ice rink had organised a
number of volunteers during the
schools’ practice sessions and
on the day of the festival which
ensured its smooth running.

Andrew Dalgleish of 
Lockerbie Ice Rink said: “We
secured funding from Muirhall
Energy Ltd and Anna Sloan this
season to enable us to offer free
Curling’s Cool and after-school
sessions.

“It’s good to see to see so
many kids come to Lockerbie
Ice Rink this year and have
such fun. It was a great event
to be part of with a lot of talent
being showcased.

“A huge thank you goes to
everyone who enables this com-
petition to run so smoothly, 
especially our volunteer
coaches."

After completing two sections,
the top three teams in each sec-
tion progressed to the final 
stages and Langholm defeated
Applegarth 1 in the final.

Sevens in
doubt
Rugby
LANGHOLM RFC is meeting
this week and will update 
everyone as soon as possible
on whether the Sevens will go
ahead next month.

The SRU has initially sus-
pended all rugby in Scotland
until March 29 but the ban is
likely to extend past that date
and well into April.

League matches may not now
be completed but there is no
news from the SRU about how
this will affect promotion and
relegation in all leagues.

With the Scottish government
requesting that all gatherings
of more than 500 are cancelled,
it looks like the Sevens taking
place might well be out of the
rugby club’s hands.

3G win for
under 14s
Langholm U14 49 
Moffat U14 31

THE Langholm U14s served
a game of attacking rugby
against Moffat on the 3G pitch
last week.

The visitors drew first blood
in the first two minutes with a
try but the home team 
settled and scored a try through
Andrew Whittle in his usual
running, jinking manner. Wood
converted.

After that, it was all Langholm
with three quick tries in 12 min-
utes through Erick Rowley and
Wood. They were all converted
by Wood and Hotson.

The second 20 minutes started
quickly with another Whittle
try straight from the kick-off.

Moffat were not there to play 

second fiddle to this Langholm
side and they hit back with two
scores to take it to 35 17 but a
Kubiki try put the home side
out of sight.

Kubiki scored his second try,
along with Moffat, to make the
final score 49 31 to the young
Langholm team.

Both teams played good rugby,
with Moffat off-loading and
looking to play open rugby but
Langholm were running and
playing attacking rugby from
behind their own lines at times.

From a squad of more than
20 they all wanted to play 
attractive rugby and the tackle
count was high from both teams,
along with positive attitudes.

This was a game to savour;
80 points scored in 60 minutes
so the large crowd was well 
entertained.

Thank you to referee 
Christopher Tait for keeping the
game flowing.
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Sports News
Thursday March 19, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

COVID-19 UPDATE
MONDAY 21ST MARCH racing
will take place behind closed doors

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Rugby Round-up
LangholmP7 winning team

Primary school curlers
bring home the trophy
Langholm beats Applegarth in final of Curling’s Cool Festival at Lockerbie

Season cancelled but
‘we’ll be back’!
LANGHOLM Youth Rugby Trust has made the sad decision
to cancel the rest of its season, including its tournament
and end-of-season awards night.

The decision comes as a result of the circumstances with the
coronavirus pandemic and the guidance from the SRU.

Davie Gordon said: “We would like to thank everyone involved
with Langholm Youth Rugby, all our players, coaches, parents,
helpers, sponsors and more for their time and effort into running
our youth section.

“Hopefully, the situation will pass over the coming months
but, as a duty of care for all, we must halt the current season
early.

“We will be back, though, bigger and better next season when 
we celebrate a big birthday.
“We will be 150 years old and the oldest Borders rugby club

and we plan to celebrate big style.
“Our end-of-season night will become a start-of-season night

with registration taking place, along with, hopefully, tops and
hoodies for sale as well as caps and hats.

“We will make it a night of celebration with further details to
follow during the summer.”


